
Central Valley School District, #3 Susan Dolan 

Evaluation: Green  (Supports  Conservative Values) 

Responded:   

1. Should teaching be regulated by the Federal, State or Local government?    State and 
local    Why?  Our federal constitution designated that education be under the province of 
the state.  Our state has created local school districts designed to guide policy for their 
residents so that schools meet the needs of their population demographics.  Unfortunately, 
Federal funding, as well as state funding, is important in providing all of the necessary 
resources, and, with funding, strings are attached. 

2. Should teaching resources and books be determined by the Federal, State or Local 
government?      Local            Why?  Teaching resources should be determined by the local 
government.  I would add that the state can act as a resource for all districts in 
disseminating useful information regarding what resources are available including 
evaluations of resources by other districts. 

3. What are your thoughts on Charter Schools?  I have mixed emotions about Charter 
schools.  While I agree that some students benefit from a smaller educational environment 
and different teaching methodologies, I fear that public funding of Charter Schools takes 
away important funding from traditional public education where the schools do not have the 
luxury to reject any of their demographic population and must adhere to stricter guidelines.  

4. Should the Pledge of Allegiance be limited in schools?      No       Why?  Education is the 
cornerstone of democracy.  Our students should be guided in the principals that have shaped 
this nation.  One way to do that is to learn the pledge of allegiance.  However, I believe we 
must respect a student’s right to remain respectfully silent. 

5. Should prayer be limited in school activities?     This is a complicated 
question.          Why?  Public schools serve all residents, and in a nation committed to 
freedom of religion, we would be obliged to respect praying and prayers for many religious 
beliefs.  With community agreement and tolerance, prayer can possibly be included in school 
activities. 

6. Should local communities be able to raise funds without limits for education?   Another 
complicated question. Why?  The “without limits” phrase could amount to severe disparities 
among neighboring school districts, even neighboring schools.  However, if this question is in 
regards to what happened this year between adhering to the McCleary ruling and the 
subsequent limits by the state as to how much local communities can raise from property 
taxes, I do not think the state should interfere. 

7. Should schools be allowed to have Christmas themed productions as opposed to Winter 
Themed?   I believe this should be a community issue, but discussed in an atmosphere of 
inclusion and sensitivity.    Why?  If the vast majority of a local community wants to adhere 
to our Christian heritage, Christmas themes are important.  But in a nation committed to 
religious freedom, this should not preclude recognition of other religious holidays. 

8. When should prayer be limited in public?  Please see response to #5 
9. What are your thoughts on nativity scenes, or the posting of the 10 commandments in the 

public domain?  Please see response to #7 
10. Should gender ID be discussed in K-6, 7-8 or grades 9-12?    Most of my experience is in 

secondary education, so I would have to say yes for grades 6-12: it may need to be 5-12 or 
even 4-12.  Why?  By this time, students have begun to grapple with personal identity 



issues.  Without information and guidance from trained professionals, their confusion and 
their questions end up underground and answered through Internet, Social Media, and 
friends.  While some students have the luxury of learning about these things in a family 
environment, it is my experience that this is not necessarily the norm. 

11. Should school systems play a role in Gender identity?            See response to 
#10                 Why? 

12. Should schools play a role in discussing Birth Control and/or Abstinence in 
school?    Yes     Why?  Again, most students need guidance in regards to their emotional and 
hormonal realities.  Some students get great help from their parents, but this is not 
necessarily the norm.  Trained third party information can provide impartial information 
about the realities of sexual reproduction, disease, adherence to social norms, and the 
impact of how thoughtless actions can impact the rest of our lives. 

13. What should be the schools role in teaching Sex Education in the schools and should the 
local community approve?       See reply to #10      Why?  And, of course, the local community 
should be involved in the discussion and provided information regarding why certain 
decisions are made by their elected school board. 

14. How should we teach Civics as it relates to Citizen Involvement in the governing of our 
communities?  Civics classes teach students about the development of our state and federal 
constitutions.  Key events in our nation’s history were actions taken as a response to our 
constitutions, shaping the many subsequent amendments.  Civics should help students 
understand their rights and responsibilities as citizens, including the importance of voting 
and finding other platforms where their voices can be heard. 

15. Explain your understanding of following the Constitution by “Original Intent” and /or as a 
“Living Document”?  These are differing perspectives on the methodologies for interpreting 
the meaning of our constitution.  “Original Intent” underscores an attempt to ascertain the 
original meaning of the Constitution and apply that intent upon modern generations.  “Living 
Document” strives to understand the original intent but interprets and applies the 
Constitution through the lenses of a changing society. 

16. Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State?  Parents within the laws of the 
state.   Why?  Laws are in place to protect the innocent, so our current laws indicate that 
parents are primarily responsible for their children.  However, if they violate state law in 
their failure to protect their children, then the state would have the right to intervene. 

17. Have you read the Washington State Constitution, and do you agree to support this 
document entirely?  Yes, I have read it.  It is difficult to say I support each and every word, 
but I support it in a broad sense of its goals.   

18. What are your thoughts on how Public Schools should interact with Home School 
Students?  Current public schools work with Home School Students by providing necessary 
resources, text books, library books, etc., as well as access to any classes they may want to 
opt into.  While this serves many home school students well, there are those instances when 
homeschooled students enter the public education system woefully unprepared through no 
fault of their own. 

 


