
Fire District #09, Commissioner Position #3,   Jim Bennett 

Evaluation: Yellow (Supports some Conservative Values) 

Responded:     

  I’m currently incumbent to the position I’m running for and not too certain how many of your questions apply to the 

Scope and Practice of Fire Commissioner. 

Fundamentally I’m very conservative.  I believe people should work for a living and be capable of keeping a majority of 

their earnings towards their own prosperity. 

On the question of Riparian rights I believe in the core of the earth to that point in space above your property belongs to 

you as God given rights.  Water that flows forth from the heavens as rain is a gift from God for which I shall make 

account as a good steward. 

  In regard to Eminent Domain, I have used this on a few occasions in which the public good out weighs the greed of a 

few and it lets a judge decide fair market value.  Eminent Domain has a place and purpose, but should not be abused. 

  Negotiations for contracts...well it’s a lot like Poker...you will never win if everyone sees your hand...and as 

demonstrated with Education across the State.  School Districts are confronting huge deficits after seeing their McCleary 

funds vaporize in poorly negotiated Union Contracts that failed the sustainability test. 

On my credentials...43 year’s Certified Paramedic, 20 years in Fire Service. AS degree in EMS, AA degree, BA 

Organizational Management and a MBA from Whitworth University. 

On my greatest accomplishment...hands down was an incident a few years back when a toddler choked on a hotdog that 

was intractable, till the unit hit railroad tracks the instant i reached in the airway with a pair of Magill forceps and 

victoriously removed the hotdog to a giant gasp for air. Little else compares... 

  Politically speaking I have a whole other resume that includes Convention Delegate and Legislative Aide for several 

Elected Officials more than thirty years ago. 

 


