
Mead School District, Position 3,    Michael Cannon 

Evaluation: Green  (Supports Conservative Values) 

Responded:     

1.      Should teaching be regulated by the Federal, State or Local government?  Somewhat      Why? There needs to be 
some level of standardization and consistency to ensure that students educated in WA or NY or KY are all within the 
same range of competency and knowledge. On a large scale, kids from various parts of the States, no matter where, 
should be prepared to compete in a global market.  

2.      Should teaching resources and books be determined by the Federal, State or Local 
government?  Somewhat               Why?  See #1.  

3.      What are your thoughts on Charter Schools? Very supportive - I was the Board Chair of Pride Prep Charter School in 
Spokane for 4 years. 

4.      Should the Pledge of Allegiance be limited in schools?   No, it should be taught and practiced.          Why? 

5.      Should prayer be limited in school activities?    This might need some clarifying discussion.    Why?  While prayer 
shouldn't be sponsored by schools in an official capacity, it should largely not be limited either.   

6.      Should local communities be able to raise funds without limits for education?   They should be able to raise funds, 
not without limits.       Why? Local control is essential, and yet raising funds without limits risks defeating the purpose of 
public education. That scenario (fundraising without limits) is better suited to a private school environment (which I 
support as well). I support a broad range of public school options, with the backdrop of equal opportunity for all children 
(you shouldn't have to be in a wealthy district to get a great public education).  

7.      Should schools be allowed to have Christmas themed productions as opposed to Winter Themed?   Yes.     Why? 
Christmas is the national holiday of record. It is federally recognized.  

8.      When should prayer be limited in public? Is this a public school question, or public in general? 

9.      What are your thoughts on nativity scenes, or the posting of the 10 commandments in the public domain? Public 
domain is fine.  

10.   Should gender ID be discussed in K-6, 7-8 or grades 9-12?  Perhaps grades 7-12.   Why? Depends what is being 
discussed/taught. It is not a topic that should be prohibited from discussion, and yet, also not a topic that should be 
"taught". 

11.   Should school systems play a role in Gender identity?     Play a role? No.                        Why? 

12.   Should schools play a role in discussing Birth Control and/or Abstinence in school?  Yes. Minimally.        Why? This is 
primarily the parents' duty. However, many parents abdicate this duty, truthfully.  

13.   What should be the schools role in teaching Sex Education in the schools and should the local community 
approve?  Again, the role of the schools should be minimal.   And yes, the local community should approve. (Although 
that brings up a quandary of what such an approval process would look like. This is why electing great representatives to 
the School Board is critical.)         Why? 

14.   How should we teach Civics as it relates to Citizen Involvement in the governing of our communities? As it relates to 
Citizen Involvement - simply, we get the communities we're willing to work for. Good communities don't just happen. 
People have to be engaged and knowledgable (like running for school board :) 

15.   Explain your understanding of following the Constitution by “Original Intent” and /or as a “Living Document”?  This 
doesn't seem like a school board related issue. But...basically, I have a literal view of the document. It's not changing, 
until has literally been changed by the process lined out in the document itself. 

16.   Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State?  Parents. Of course.    Why? 

17.   Have you read the Washington State Constitution, and do you agree to support this document entirely? I have not 
read it word for word. And frankly, I have no more ability to support it than I do not to support it since I'm not a judge. 
Interesting note - the State constitution doesn't provide for Charter Schools, in fact makes it very difficult for them, 
according to the letter of the State Constitution. This is challenging for us as conservatives.  

18.   What are your thoughts on how Public Schools should interact with Home School Students? Public schools should 
be as much of a resource as possible to home schooled students.  


