
Nine Mile Falls School Board, Position 2,  Eric Olsen 

Evaluation: Green  (Supports Conservative Values) 

Responded:     

1. Should teaching be regulated by the Federal, State or Local government? Why?    Teaching should be 

locally regulated.  Each community has its own values, ethics and standards, and these are what should be 

driving local education.   

2. Should teaching resources and books be determined by the Federal, State or Local government? Why?      
Teaching resources should be recommended by Federal and State government, as they currently have the 

resources to research and establish curriculum.  But the control and final determination should rest with the 

local Boards who need to be empowered to make that selection without penalty. 

3. What are your thoughts on Charter Schools?   Charter schools are a positive for the education system and 
our children.  They provide more alternatives for our children to pursue more specialized topics like science, 
technology, engineering, and math.  They also give the opportunity for more control to the parents. 

4. Should the Pledge of Allegiance be limited in schools? Why?  No, the Pledge of Allegiance 

stands for the freedom that our country has fought for and therefore should not be limited in schools. 

5. Should prayer be limited in school activities? Why? Students should be allowed to pray in schools as long as 

the prayer doesn’t insinuate that one religion is better than another.  No student should be forced to participate 

or penalized, singled out or punished in any way if they choose not to.  The prayer could consist of a led prayer 

or a time of silence. 

6. Should local communities be able to raise funds without limits for education? Why? There needs to 

be a minimum standard of funding provided to all Districts, but yes, local communities should be allowed to 

raise additional funds locally.  This allows, and even demands, the local control of education.  It empowers the 

local community to establish their educational priorities.   

7. Should schools be allowed to have Christmas themed productions as opposed to Winter themed? Why?

 Yes, schools should be allowed to have Christmas themed productions as these have been a part of our 

Country’s history since our nation was founded.  Our nation was founded on Biblical values.  These decisions 

should be determined at the local / school board level. 

8. When should prayer be limited in public? Prayer should be limited in public only when it infringes on the 

specific rights of others, and not just the fact that someone may be offended.  It could be limited in settings 

where the prayer is purely inflammatory or disruptive to other lawful gatherings. 

9. What are your thoughts on nativity scenes, or the posting of the 10 commandments in the public 

domain? I support the display of nativity scenes and posting of the ten commandments as foundational 

elements of our history and key values that this Country was established upon. 

10. Should gender ID be discussed in K-6, 7-8 or grades 9-12? Why? Gender ID should not be discussed in K-

6 or 7-8 and only possibly in the higher of grades 9-12 as a topic of current events and our culture.  The 

implications of Gender ID should be something that is addressed with the children’s family as it relates to their 

own personal belief system.  The parents should always have the option to opt their child out of the discussion. 

11. Should school systems play a role in gender identity? Why? No, the implications of Gender ID should be 

something that is addressed with the children’s family as it relates to their own personal belief system. 

12. Should schools play a role in discussing Birth Control and/or Abstinence in school? Why? As long 

as parents have the option to opt their child out of discussions about birth control and abstinence at their 

discretion, I believe it is acceptable for schools to educate students on these topics. Not all students may have 

the opportunity to have these discussions at home. 

13. What should be the school’s role in teaching Sex Education in the schools and should the local 

community approve? Why? As long as parents have the option to opt their child out of discussions about sex 

education at their discretion, I believe it is acceptable for Schools to educate students on these topics. Not all 



students may have the opportunity to have these discussions at home.  Sex Education in the schools should 

primarily be limited to the biological/anatomical reproductive process. 

14. How should we teach Civics as it relates to Citizen Involvement in the governing of our communities?

 Civics could be taught from a historical perspective as it relates to Citizen Involvement in the governing 

of our communities.  Our country was established by those citizens who chose to get involved and take a stand 

for the principles they believed to be fundamentally applying to every person. 

15. Explain your understanding of following the Constitution by “Original Intent” and /or as a “Living 

Document”? Following the Constitution by Original Intent means determining the original meaning of the 

Constitution and attempting to apply that meaning to modern issues.  A Living Document approach adjusts the 

original meaning to be applicable to modern society. 

16. Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State?     Why? The parents, whether biological or legal 

guardians, should be responsible for raising the child in order to reflect their family values and traditions.  Only 

in cases where parents lack the capability or fail to properly care for a child, should the State take the 

responsibility. 

17. Have you read the Washington State Constitution, and do you agree to support this document entirely?

 Yes, and as a police officer, I am sworn to do so. 

18. What are your thoughts on how Public Schools should interact with Home School Students? Home 

school students should be allowed to participate in public school curriculum and extra-curricular activities as 

deemed appropriate by the child’s parents and is practical for the school. 

 

 


