
Spokane City, Council Position #3,   Jeff Martin 

Evaluation: Green  (Supports Conservative Values) 

Responded:   (The questions below and answers were from an earlier questionnaire that had been sent out.) 

 
1.      Should elected leadership involve local Charitable Non-Profits in issues relating to Social issues? (Homeless 

and Street individuals) 

2.      To what level should elected leadership be concerned with individual property rights? 

3.      How can government strengthen the local economy? 

4.      Which is best, government controls or free markets, and why? 

5.      When should government be involved in Social engineering? 

6.      How can government strengthen Families? 

7.      Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State? Why? 

 

1.    Yes. There is no way to succeed without involving local Charities and nonprofits. They are on the front lines and 

know the situations best. Spokane has a broad range of organizations that help in many different aspects with the 

problems we face.  Without the involvement of local charities and nonprofits that puts too much stress on our local 

government.  

 

2.    Elected officials need to defend property rights as a basis of what this country was founded on — the right to possess 

property. The Hirst decision was a disaster for property owners as they could not develop their land resulting in the 

declining value. Politicians should know our constitution, and it is very clear on the importance of individual property. 

 

3.    Increasing the spending on infrastructure is a clear and logical way to increase the wealth of our city and citizens.  I 

also want to see increased building and development in the construction of all kinds of housing. More housing means 

more competitive pricing, and this helps our people save and contribute back to our economy. 

 

4.    Free markets are what our country was founded on, and free markets mean more freedom, as citizens can choose how 

to live their lives. When people make their own choices, it leads to innovation and constant competitive nature, which is 

why our country is leading in almost every industry and has the largest economy in the world. 

 

5.    In short, never. It takes away individual decision making as the public conforms to a set of standards set by a 

government entity. When the government institutes a "sin tax," it hurts the most vulnerable. In my answers, I've stressed 

the importance of freedom, and social engineering is one of the most restrictive agendas ever to be used.  

 

6.    The government needs to guarantee freedoms that will allow families to prosper. They need to keep law and order so 

families can, for example, feel safe when visiting downtown Spokane. The government can strengthen families when they 

leave families to their sanctity and not infer with them. By the government interfering, they weaken the family and its 

values.  

 



7.    The government should encourage children growing up with their parents, and parents to be more involved in their 

children's education and activities. Ultimately the parents are responsible for the child, and the government should not 

dictate how a parent raises their child. But if the parent(s) are directly harming this child(ren), then the state has a role in 

protecting. 

 


