
Spokane School District 81, Position 1,  Katey Treloar 

Evaluation: Yellow  (Sometimes Supports Conservative Values) 

Responded:     

1.      Should teaching be regulated by the Federal, State or Local government?    Teaching should be regulated 
by local and state government with a commitment to accountability and best practices. These government 
agencies have a better understanding of what their schools need.   
 
2.      Should teaching resources and books be determined by the Federal, State or Local government? Local 
government has a pulse on their school populations and is better equipped to offer resources that are specific 
to their student’s educational needs. 
                  
3.      What are your thoughts on Charter Schools? Charter schools should be used to address specific needs 
that our public schools are unable to meet.  The new Charter school, Lumen, for teen parents, is a perfect 
example of using Charter schools appropriately. 
 
4.      Should the Pledge of Allegiance be limited in schools? Allowing schools to say the Pledge of Allegiance 
shows that we are one, united, nation. If a child feels uncomfortable they don’t have to participate.        
 
5.      Should prayer be limited in school activities?  Students should be allowed to pray as long as it isn’t 
disruptive to the educational process or expected for others to join. 
 
6.      Should local communities be able to raise funds without limits for education?    Without limits on local 
levies we are stepping back to the time before the McCleary decision and allowing for inequitable school 
funding.  However, until there is a better solution for funding education, we will have to allow for discussions 
and gather community input on running local levies.  
 
7.      Should schools be allowed to have Christmas themed productions as opposed to Winter Themed?      We 
cannot make a blanket statement on this topic.  We should allow individual schools to make year by year 
decisions based on the cultural make up of students that attend their schools.   
 
8.      When should prayer be limited in public? Spokane Public Schools provide education to over 31,000 
students.  Administration and teachers must create an environment that allows everyone to learn.  When 
making decisions on prayer in public we must follow district guidelines and use common sense decision 
making. 
 
 
9.      What are your thoughts on nativity scenes, or the posting of the 10 commandments in the public 
domain?  Public schools should exercise thoughtful consideration on how and when they display these 
symbols.  We must create learning environments that are inclusive and allow students to feel welcome and 
safe. 
 
10.   Should gender ID be discussed in K-6, 7-8 or grades 9-12?      This topic will continue to come up naturally 
in classroom conversations.  Discussions around gender identification are happening everywhere and our 
children deserve to be given the medical definition for words associated with gender identification. 
 
11.   Should school systems play a role in Gender identity? Schools have to be sensitive to students that are 
grappling with these issues. For many students, schools are their only place to receive counseling and mental 
health services. If students don’t feel safe and understood at school, they will not learn. 
 
12.   Should schools play a role in discussing Birth Control and/or Abstinence in school?  Schools should follow 
the district guidelines and curriculum that have been adopted to teach these topics. 
 



13.   What should be the schools role in teaching Sex Education in the schools and should the local community 
approve?  Spokane Public Schools has done a great job working with the community to develop a Human 
Growth and Development curriculum that is research based and medically accurate. 
 
14.   How should we teach Civics as it relates to Citizen Involvement in the governing of our 
communities?  Students should be given the opportunity to learn about the many ways they can be involved in 
their community.  Schools should provide an equitable array of options and allow students to decide how they 
will give back to their community. 

 
15.   Explain your understanding of following the Constitution by “Original Intent” and /or as a “Living 
Document”? Original intent  attempts to understand the original meaning of the Constitution and apply that 
understanding to current generations.  To view the Constitution as a living document, one understands the 
original meaning but applies it with a focus on modern issues and current societal ideals. The debate between 
“original” and “living” can and should continue to be discussed. 
 
16.   Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State? Parents are responsible for their children.  We 
have to make parents accountable for raising their children with family values and ethics.  For many families, 
that means offering them access to programs that will help break the cycle of poverty or trauma. It is the 
State’s responsibility to step in when there is the threat of child neglect or abuse.  
 
18.   What are your thoughts on how Public Schools should interact with Home School Students? Families 
should be given the option to home school their child. However, families participating in home schooling should 
have access to public school curriculum, classes (that their families are unequipped to teach), and 
opportunities to play sports or get involved in school clubs and after school actives.  
 


