
Spokane City, Council President,  Phillip Tyler 

Evaluation: Yellow  (Appears to support Conservative Values) 

Responded:    

Here are my responses to your query: 

1. Yes. I believe it is most effective and efficient to allow those that have the skill-set to 
provide the "needed" services to assist those in need out of their individual situations 
and return them to productive citizens. This reduces the burden on taxpayers, thus 
freeing up funds for other needed services to the broader community.  

2. Section 3 of Article I of the State Constitution states clearly that "No person shall be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law." Elected officials, who 
have sworn allegiance to the Constitution should ensure these rights are protected...for 
all.  

3. Strengthening the economy is a complicated issue, but ensuring first and foremost 
that our city government is a business-friendly electorate. They can use ordinances that 
promote, incentivize, and assist small business and large businesses to thrive within our 
city.  

4. This is a constant struggle, but in a Capitalist society, free markets are always 
preferred. Prices for goods and services are based on supply and demand, which 
regulate themselves. Surplus and shortages can be created based on pricing controls.  

5. Social Engineering? From a military background, this is understood as using 
deceptive/manipulative practices to extract personal information. I would need more 
clarification on this question.  

6. I think it is the responsibility of families and community to strengthen the family. I 
grew up with the premise that it took a village to raise a child. As far as the government 
federally, they could remove the marriage penalty and support child care. Locally we 
have a group called the Fatherhood Initiative that works to strengthen the family 
dynamic.  

7. Parents are responsible for their children! During the six hours or so of school, the 
state has the paramount duty to ensure a safe educational environment for our children. 
As a father of divorce and child custody battles, I know the imposition of the state can 
be daunting. Outside of child abuse, parents know what is best for their children.  

8. This question has been debated to the highest court in the land. Obviously, as a 
black man, there are certain portions of the original document that I cannot agree with 
such as, the clause, and I'm paraphrasing, that indicated the migration and importation 
of any persons shall not be prohibited until 1808. However, in my opinion, Jefferson 
suggested that established laws must be interpreted and adapted by future generations. 



We should then govern based on the foundation but take into account contemporary 
needs and values.  

9. I have not read the state Constitution in its entirety. I do, however, continue to refer to 
it and learn more and more daily. I do regularly carry a U.S. Constitution, given to me by 
Congresswoman McMorris Rodgers, with me. As a veteran, I swore allegiance to our, 
and I adhere to that to this day. 

 


