
Spokane City, Mayor,  Shawn Poole 

Evaluation: Green  (Supports Conservative Values) 

Responded:    

1. Should elected leadership involve local Charitable Non-Profits in issues relating to Social issues? 

     As a Retired US Army Colonel and Spokane Firefighter, I have worked with many of the Non-

Profit Agencies in and around Spokane.  City leaders should be involved with and encourage others to 

be involved with charities.  The City should continue to contract with charities when this serves the 

public in a beneficial manner. 

2. To what level should elected leadership be concerned with individual property rights?  

    The rights of the private property owner should prevail unless an overwhelming public interest is at 

stake. 

3. How can government strengthen the local economy?       For the most part, local government can 

ensure the basics, roads, power, water/sewer and safety services that allow businesses to prosper.  I 

would favor scaling back many regulations and eliminating redundant  regulations. 

4. Which is best, government controls or free markets, and why?  In most cases, I favor free markets 

because they have produced the greatest country in the world, The United States of America! 

5. When should government be involved in Social engineering?        Social engineering as it relates to 

social change or information security?  If related to social change then the government should only be 

involved if it relates to trying to shape or change the future development and behavior of a society. If 

that change is detrimental to the good and welfare of America then the government should intervene. 

We live in a free country and should not try and engineer a behavior or social norm unless warranted. 

6. How can government strengthen Families?  By letting parents raise families as the parents see fit.  In 

cases of neglect, abuse, etc. of course  law-enforcement and qualified agencies should intervene. 

7. Who is responsible for the child, the parents or the State? Why?  Parents are responsible for their 

children unless extreme mitigating circumstances warrant intervention by the State. 

8. Explain your understanding of following, regarding the US Constitution, should it be understood 

by  “Original Intent” and /or as a “Living Document”?    I believe in the Constitution but it is a living 

breathing document and that’s why we have amendments.  Our forefathers penned the framework 

but saw fit to leave gaps to be filled in as we mature as a society.  I do not favor activist courts. 

9. Have you read the Washington State Constitution, and do you agree to support this document 

entirely?    As a Retired US Army Colonel, I have pledged myself to defend the Constitution of The 

United States and Washington State. 

 

 


