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Some of you may know my history with this organization (Society of Commercial Seed Technologists).  For those of you 
that do not, here goes. I graduated from Mississippi State University with a Ph.D. in Seed Technology.  My major 
professor was Dr. James C. Delouche and I worked closely with Dr. Charles C. Baskin, former president of the 
Association of Official Seed Analysts.  I was pretty hot stuff and had arrived in the seed industry. 
 
I took a job at Kansas Crop Improvement as the laboratory manager, following our esteemed president, Neal Foster.  
When I arrived in Kansas, my supervisor told me I would have to take the RST exam.  To say I was offended would be a 
gross understatement.  I tried to convince him that as my Ph.D. was in Seed Technology, that would not only suffice, it 
would exceed his needs.  I failed to convince him. 
 
I immediately made application to take the exam.  I was certain that I would be able to pass the exam at the 
Sacramento meeting in 1995.  While I was quite certain of my abilities, I did not have much experience within the 
industry.  I did not have a mentor or any other RST to guide me through the application process.  Consequently, I could 
not come up with all the correct requirements needed to take the test and my application was rejected. 
 
Was I ever angry!  I just could not believe it. 
 
I understand things better now.  I understand that in order for the title, Registered Seed Technologist, to continue to 
have value, it must be protected.  It cannot be allowed to become diluted or contaminated either at the time the title 
is conferred or thereafter. 
 
That brings me to the point.  As we have been working on the uniformity issues within seed analysis in the industry, 
we arrived at two critical ideas.  1) Seed analysts, whether RSTs or CSAs have to be good; and 2) their laboratories 
have to be adequate to accomplish the testing that they are offering to their customers or clients. 
 
Seed analysts have to be good. 
 
The exam has to continue to be rigorous.  It has to be hard.  We have to be confident that those who pass the exam 
can indeed perform the analyses that are requested. 
 
Those who receive this title must ensure that it retains value through their performance.  And, just like in other 
disciplines they may have to demonstrate that proficiency. 
 
Laboratories must be adequate. 
 
There ought to be some way to determine whether a laboratory is adequate.  This may be accomplished by 
assessment through distribution of blind samples, self-assessments, or technical audits by a third party.  However it is 
proposed, it must take into account other technical accreditations, and be technical itself.  This will help ensure that 
laboratories support the analysts’ capabilities and vice versa. 
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In the past we have focused on the exam and making sure that analysts are qualified enough to pass.  We have done 
very well at that and continue to work at it to make it as good as it can be. 
 
Now, we are being called upon by the Industry to increase focus in the other areas. As we do so, we will strengthen 
our Society and the titles we bestow.  We will serve our customers and clients and provide them with data that is 
accurate, timely and valued appropriately. 

 


