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Clear and present dangers threaten humanity’s 
common future, not least in the escalating 
destruction of Earth’s complex natural sys-

tems that support all life and human civilisation. 
Large tracts of forests around Australia and the world are 
being incinerated with unprecedentedly ferocious fires, 
while the ice sheets at both poles are melting at even 
faster rates than scientists had earlier predicted. Humans 
are causing the sixth great extinction of species on planet 
Earth.

But this threat to humanity’s common home has yet to 
galvanise the world’s politicians to chart the concerted 
emergency response that common sense cries out for.

Far from it: conservative governments and politicians are 
doubling down on their failure to act decisively and suf-
ficiently to avert the looming catastrophe. Some are still 
doubling down on their climate denialism. The Coalition 
government here lashes back at legitimate comment on 
climate change as a key factor in the current bush fires. 
Deputy PM McCormack notoriously labelled critics as 
inner-city raving lunatic greenies, while former deputy 
PM Barnaby Joyce recycled really loony ideas about the 
Sun’s magnetic fields causing climate change.

The Right world-wide likes to beat up the dangers of ter-
rorism, refugees, immigration, strikes and civil-disobe-
dience protests … but not the much greater dangers of 
climate change, species extinction, economic and social 
inequality, and the instability and stagnation of economic 
and financial systems.

‘Mainstream’ conservative parties are also shifting to their 
standby and instinctive authoritarian responses to dissent 
and debate, as seen here in ever more anti-democratic 
laws, the current attempt to push through union-busting 
legislation, raids on journalists, the prosecution of Wit-
ness K and Bernard Collaery over their revelations of 
Australia’s bugging of the Timor Leste cabinet, and now 
Morrison’s ludicrous call to ban consumer boycotts and 
campaigns that threaten fossil-fuel corporations.

Meanwhile, the Coalition also fiddles while the economy 
sputters, despite its main ‘born to rule’ claim that it is 
the best economic manager. It appears to be asleep at the 
wheel, with no apparent plan to deal with anaemic eco-
nomic activity, caused in large part by wage stagnation. 
The Reserve Bank (RBA) has long called for economic 
stimulus to reboot economic growth, including through 
wage rises. Recently Treasurer Frydenberg has muzzled 

Global system failing as the world burns and melts

the RBA, which now dares not speak the truth that wage 
suppression is having a chilling effect on consumption.

The government stubbornly clings to its Budget sur-
plus dogma, ignoring the RBA’s implication that deficit 
spending is required to stimulate the economy – which 
could be through, for example, significantly raising the 
Newstart allowance and environmental rehabilitation 
projects.

The huge fall in the number of private sector employees 
covered by enterprise agreements since 2013 (down to 
just 11%), shows that the Fair Work system is broken. 
The response from employer lobbyists of course has been 
to call for even greater ‘flexibility’. That is one aim of the 
so-called ‘Ensuring Integrity Bill’ that is clearly designed 
to nobble unions.

Ironically, union power is a key factor in stimulating eco-
nomic growth through gaining wage rises for workers, as 
Nobel Prize economist Joseph Stiglitz has consistently 
said.

In short, the neoliberal system is failing to meet the chal-
lenges of our time, yet its promoters and practitioners 
still cling to its dogmas and the corporate and wealth 
self-interests they serve.

Mass protests against the results of the system and the en-
demic corruption it fosters are breaking out in countries 
such as Chile, Iraq and Lebanon. More can be expect-
ed as people rebel and revolt against poverty, inequal-
ity, ecological catastrophe and repressive, authoritarian 
responses to protect the system.

Never has the need for broad left and progressive allianc-
es been more urgent or essential. Divided and uncoordi-
Continued on page 3...
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By Howard Guille

Protests calling on govern-
ments to declare a state of 
climate emergency were 

held in capital cities through-
out Australia in the week of 7th 
October. Brisbane protesters, 
many subscribing to the theme 
of Extinction Rebellion, were 
peaceful, intrepid and innova-
tive. Among other things, they 
blocked cross-river bridges and 
major inter-sections with their 
bodies and the occasional boat 
and ute, to which some glued or 
locked themselves. 
While not going as far as the me-
dia personality who suggested 
that motorists should treat protesters as ‘speed bumps’, 
Queensland Premier Anastasia Palaszczuk was clearly 
displeased. She said the state was seeing ‘“major disrup-
tion” from the civil disobedience of climate activists’ and 
is fast-tracking legislation about ‘dangerous devices’.

New legislation applying to disruptive protesters was 
foreshadowed in August and introduced to Parliament 
on 19th September. The Government has now rushed the 
committee review and the proposed amendments to the 
Summary Offences and Police Powers Acts, will go to 
Parliament in the week of 21st October. 

Queensland’s Old/New anti-protest laws

The legislation is expressly about the ‘use of dangerous 
attachment devices’. Four named devices are banned - 
they are, in the words of the legislation, a ‘sleeping drag-
on, dragon’s den, monopole and tripod’. Each is defined; 
a sleeping dragon is an anchor point with a ‘casing that 
shields the person’s hand, or the binding or lock, from 
being released by another person’; the example given is 
‘two large steel pipes welded together at an angle with a 
thick pin fixed in the centre’. A dragon’s den is a sleep-
ing dragon put inside something else like a barrel of con-
crete. The Bill also make illegal any attachment device 
that has been ‘modified’ with materials or chemicals that 
may cause injury during its removal.

The legislation makes it an offence to use such danger-
ous devices ‘to unreasonably interfere with the ordinary 
operation of transport infrastructure’ (the example given 
is stopping the passage of rolling stock on a railway) or 
to stop people entering or leaving a place of business or 
halting the ordinary operation of plant or equipment. The 
legislation gives police powers to search any person or 
vehicle, without a warrant, where they reasonably sus-
pect there is a dangerous device that may be intended 
for use in a protest action. The police can also seize and 
dispose of such devices.

During the Brisbane climate emergency protests, the Pre-
mier and the Police Minister said that the use of danger-
ous devices was making disruptions intolerable and put-
ting police, fire-fighters and emergency service workers 
in danger. The Police Minister Mark Ryan had suggested 
that the devices were “laced with booby traps” and “de-
signed to harm”. The explanatory notes for the Bill in-
clude the statement that ‘It has been reported some peo-

An Extinction Rebellion protest in Brisbane, September 2019, with no evidence of 
violence. Image: the Guardian.

Continued on page 3...
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ple have claimed that they “have placed glass or aerosol 
cannisters inside devices”’.

Note no specific, evidenced instances are cited. As An-
drew Paine states in a submission to the Parliamentary 
Committee, ‘This sentence would fail the most basic test 
of valid evidence requirements, and yet the Queensland 
government is proposing introducing laws that could im-
prison people for up to two years on the basis of what “it 
has been reported some people have claimed”’.

Human rights organisations and lawyers are severely 
critical. For example:

• The Queensland Human Rights Commission states
that the government has not adequately demonstrated
the necessity for the amendments and that that police
appear to have effectively dealt with the protests that
have occurred within existing powers.

• The Queensland Law Society argues that the cumu-
lative effect of the legislation might inappropriately
interfere with the right to peaceful assembly in cer-
tain circumstances.

• The Human Rights Law Centre says that the amend-
ments will unfairly and unreasonably impact on peo-
ples’ freedom to peacefully protest in Queensland

The Queensland Council of Unions (QCU) has been es-
pecially critical, stating that these laws ‘impinge on the 
right to protest peacefully’ and ‘may impinge upon the 
rights of all Queenslanders, not only protesters’. The 
QCU recognises the validity of the health and safety 
concerns for police, fire-fighters and train drivers. It ac-
knowledges the constructive efforts of the Queensland 
Police Union in seeking solutions and argues that con-
structive solutions need inclusive discussions not reflex 
action through bad legislation.

The QCU highlights the dangers of being on a ‘slippery 
slope’ - how ‘passing these laws opens the door to future 
amendments which would see protest rights or civil liber-
ties further diminished. This is especially pertinent since 
it is not clear that the police service has asked for extra 
powers. Instead, the origins of these anti-protest laws 
seem to owe more to the Adani situation.

• The Minister’s first reading speech and the explana-
tory notes to the legislation were made in September
and cite hold-ups to Aurizon (the private rail com-
pany) coal trains and to protests at Abbott Point coal
terminal operated by Adani and in the Galilee Basin.

• The terms used - such as ‘dragon’s nest’ - are not the
vernacular of Australian protesters. I think there is a
plausible case, drawing on Andrew Paine’s submis-
sion, that the government has accepted if not relied
on drafting and content advice from the mining in-
dustry on this legislation.

• Notably, the Queensland Resources Council and Aur-
izon use the terminology in their very similar submis-
sions to the Parliamentary Committee and justify the
need for the legislation in regard to economic losses
and disruption to coal exports.

Both the Resources Council and Aurizon want the new 
provisions extended to make it an offence for organisa-
tions that plan the use of ‘dangerous devices’. This would 
bring back the conspiracy laws used against workers and 
unions in the 19th century and the emergency declara-
tions used by the Hanlon ALP against rail workers in 
1948 and the Bjelke-Petersen Nationals against electrici-
ty workers in 1985. 

As the Council of Unions says, it really is a slippery slope 
despite the Government’s insistence that it supports ‘the 
right to peacefully assemble’. 

In February 2019, the Queensland ALP Government’s 
Human Rights Act was passed. It protects 23 rights and 
has been described as ‘the most broad reaching and ac-
cessible Human Rights Act in Australia’. 

The Human Rights Act should have been a glorious fi-
nal rebuff to the ALP and National Party authoritarianism 
of the 1940s to 1980s. Yet these new anti-protest laws 
breathe life back into the ghosts of Ned Hanlon and Joh 
Bjelke-Petersen. 

Instead of passing laws to limit protests about climate, 
the Queensland Government should initiate serious pub-
lic dialogue about real action on climate change. 

Howard Guille continued from page 2...

nated progressive movements will not defeat a resurgent 
and increasingly repressive Right. Some ‘oldie but good-
ie’ principles should be reasserted in the current context: 
seeking common ground rather than focusing on differ-
ences; discussing differences constructively and respect-
fully; rising above political tribalism while encouraging 
robust debate on policies and strategies; acting together 
on central issues that affect everyone.

The current ALP debate on Labor’s way forward after the 
disastrous federal election defeat is vital for the whole 

progressive movement. So is the need to learn from mis-
takes and build bridges across the political and organisa-
tional divides that assist the Right. 

So is the need to engage with all those who lose from the 
system, including those who appear to have voted against 
their own self-interests, taken in by right-wing fear-mon-
gering.

As ever, there is little to lose and a world to save – and 
win. 

Continued from page 1 ...
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There has been much discussion within LEAN 
(Labor Environment Action Network) about 
the priority campaign for a Green New Deal 

as an overarching policy framework for Labor to 
take to the next elections – state and federal. This 
would provide a clear and coherent story for how 
Labor governments will tackle the climate emergen-
cy in a way that is relevant to working people. Some 
of the key elements of the thinking that has emerged 
from the discussion so far are:
• The need to counter the view that there is a choice be-

tween environment and jobs. The current challenge
is unavoidable and tackling it head on is about creat-
ing the jobs for the future.

• In making the change from old industries to newer
more sustainable and less polluting ones there has to
be a ‘just transition’ – practical measures that protect
the workers whose jobs will be affected.

• These measures need to provide not just new jobs but
good jobs – well paid, secure and meaningful work
with rights to organise and bargain collectively for
the future.

• That expecting ‘private enterprise’ to do this alone
would be a triumph of hope over experience – there
is a need for government intervention that puts in
place clear policies and programs to chart the transi-
tion pathways and channel the investment needed for
the new more sustainable infrastructure.

• The investment needed will include direct govern-
ment financing under public ownership, seed fund-
ing for private and social-community enterprises,
and creating new investment vehicles that are attrac-
tive to socially responsive financial institutions (for
example the not-for-profit industry superannuation
funds)

• That a key element of the Labor ‘Green’ New Deal
will involve policies that bring about fundamental
changes to the political economy – reining in the ex-
cessive short-term speculative finance sector that has
been referred to as ‘casino capitalism’ so that funds
are directed towards more patient investment in real
wealth and job creating enterprises. This might in-
clude legislation requiring clear separation of bank-
ing and financial speculation and taxes on specula-
tive trading.

• There is also scope for changing the nature of own-
ership of the enterprises to be created under the pro-
gram giving workers a measure of democratic con-
trol over the key management decisions. This can be
achieved in a variety of ways that include support
for enterprises being set up as worker-owned cooper-

LEAN discusses a Green New Deal
Tony Webb outlines ideas for a 'Green New Deal' being discussed in the Labor 

Environment Action Network
atives, communi-
ty-owned not-for-
profit structures, 
election of worker 
directors to man-
agement boards 
etc. The aim 
should be to intro-
duce a measure of 
industrial democracy into the Australian politically 
democratic culture.

• In order to promote these ideas – and show to a scep-
tical electorate that they are practical – LEAN needs
to:

• Develop a menu of ideas that indicate how this
New Deal program for investment in sustainabili-
ty can be applied across all the major sectors of the
economy. The first draft of such a menu is attached
below.

• Develop some of these ideas as practical projects
on the ground at community level that can be used
to illustrate what the program might look like and
build community and electoral support for the
wider program being proposed for action by future
Labor governments.

• Build support for the projects with party stake-
holders and branches to enable the state govern-
ment (and eventually future federal government)
to invest the significant funds necessary to deliver
them

• To achieve this LEAN is inviting supporters to
consider which among the menu of areas for sus-
tainable development, or others they may wish to
add, they and their networks of contacts (other La-
bor branch activists, work colleagues, union and
community contacts etc.) might wish to explore as
possible practical initiatives.

A menu of Green New Deal Ideas?
As a starting point for engaging affected communities the 
various groups and organisations working towards this 
policy can collaborate in two key activities:

• developing a menu of ideas for practical projects,
with gradually evolving levels of detail;

• taking these menus into communities, particularly
those at the sharp-end of the problem of transition,
asking people affected which of these ideas make
sense - are worth considering as practical ideas for
development under Green New Deal policies and
programs – and what ideas would they add to the list.

Continued on page 4 ...
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The evolving lists can then be offered to other communi-
ties, be worked up in detail as practical local initiatives 
and build public and hence political support for the whole 
Green New Deal idea. As a starting point for such a menu 
of ideas we might consider:

Energy projects:
• Development of community scale renewables in-

cluding solar hot-water, electric heat pumps, solar
phot-voltaic generators, local wind generation, bat-
tery storage installation, and engineering for hydro
pumped storage.

• Expanding current levels of household installation
of panels and batteries with smart metering that al-
lows for demand response to reduce need for peaking
generation capacity and linking households and busi-
nesses into virtual power plants

• Extending the benefits to families renting, in public
housing and on low incomes.

• Larger scale wind and solar farms and storage that
can become part of existing rural/agricultural, min-
ing rehabilitation, water infrastructure and other land
use strategies.

• Investment in a new publicly-owned national grid
based on High Voltage direct current that existing
state and future community mini-micro grids can
feed into.

• Development of cooperatives engaging in manufac-
ture and supply of renewable energy equipment.

Transport
• Investment in electric vehicle manufacture for pri-

vate passenger use, public transport, light to heavy
goods vehicle transport and for conversion to and
maintenance of electric vehicles.

• Investment in network of local charging points.

Forestry
• Better management for old growth forests, expansion

and increasing diversity in plantations and value add-
ing to harvested forestry timber.

• Also potential for carbon capture and storage.

Waste management
• Developing new products from plastic wastes – road

material, seats and other street furniture, railway
sleepers, wheel stoppers, pallets, garden edging, ca-
ble covers, fence posts etc.

• Waste-to-energy plants for local heating and electric-
ity generation.

Food & Agriculture
• A national stakeholder forum of unions, industry

employers, public health, and environment groups, 
to identify transition initiatives promoting jobs 
that add value to sustainable food production and 
processing.

• Review of food standards and regulations and better
management of land clearing, biodiversity, irriga-
tion, drought and other sustainability issues.

Water - infrastructure investment that can 
deliver:

• increased and timely environmental flows,
• secure and affordable water supplies for local com-

munities,
• and irrigation water for sustainable food and fibre

production.

Housing
• A national public rental housing program for a wide

range of working families not just those predomi-
nantly in the ‘welfare’ category or focussed on home-
lessness.

• Standards for effective passive solar design, insula-
tion, integrated solar and battery storage technology
and integration into local virtual power plant and
mini/micro-grid systems.

Aged care disability and general welfare
• Training for alternative employment (including in

cooperatives) delivering aged care, support for peo-
ple with disabilities, families in crisis, young people
at risk.

Industrial transformation
• Transition from Carbon to Hydrogen-based smelting

industries.
• Production of ‘renewable’ hydrogen as fuel for do-

mestic use and exports.

Next steps
The above is by no means exhaustive. Critical in all 
of this is the need for a broad community-based 
discussion about the Green New Deal idea with 
particular focus on identifying the practical initiatives 
that will have direct impact on people – in their 
homes, families, community life, at work, and in 
transition to new jobs under such a program.

LEAN are inviting supporters to contribute to this 
menu of practical projects and develop the practical 
details for how these can be implemented at local level 
and the impacts that they will have for local 
communities, particularly for those communities that 
will be affected by the transition from the current to a 
more socially-democratic and environmentally 
sustainable economy.

Anyone interested in exploring this in more detail 
should contact Tony Webb tonyrwebb@gmail.com 
or 0418212632. 

LEAN continued from page 3 ...
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Sydney scientist arrested in Extinction Rebellion protest

Sydney Criminal Lawyers spoke to Dr Wolter-
ding about why he put himself on the line, 
the science that politicians have been ignor-

ing for the last 30 years, and his plans to continue 
with the disruption of business as usual in the name 
of the planet.
Firstly, you were amongst the dozens Extinction Re-
bellion protesters, who were arrested at the Sydney 
climate protest on Broadway last week. Dr Wolterd-
ing, why would you say you risked your liberty like 
that?

I’ve studied – and understand clearly – the dire nature 
of the environmental emergency. And I’m in a good po-
sition to do something about it.

As I no longer have a family that depends on me, and 
being semi-retired, I have the luxury of time. I’ve lived 
a wonderful life and to be blunt, now I’m expendable.

Many have complained about the heavy-handedness 
of NSW police officers when taking nonviolent dem-
onstrators like yourself into custody last week.

How would you describe your experience? And were 
you subjected to those extreme bail conditions?

Yes, the police officers who arrested us were far more 
brutal than necessary. The default use of inflicting intense 
pain to affect compliance was utterly inappropriate when 
applied to nonviolent, passive men and women.

I simply cannot fathom why the order was given to treat 
elderly people in the same manner as they would a young 
man.
In the police processing van, my left forearm and wrist 
began to swell and discolour making it obvious that I had 
been injured by the wristlock imposed during my arrest.

Mindful of their duty of care, the police decided to curtail 
my arrest processing and an ambulance was dispatched 
to take me to the hospital.

I never reached the processing stage where bail condi-
tions were imposed. Nor, did I have to spend the night in 
stinking, overcrowded gaol cells, deprived of food and 
verbally abused by guards in order to have draconian bail 
conditions reviewed by a magistrate.

All in all, I believe I was luckier than my fellow arrestees.

Back to the reason behind your protesting, in your 
understanding, as an environmental scientist, just 
how dire is the climate emergency?
We live in a truly unique time in human history. Not since 
the eruption of Mount Toba – 72,000 years ago – has the 
survival of the human race been at risk.
While the real possibility of human extinction sounds 
like hyperbole, it is a cold, hard, scientific conclusion.

Today, we have a few short years at most, to reverse our 
ever-increasing climatic and environmental impact or 
reach the point when it’s too late. Then, whatever we try 
to do, we and millions of other species, will be wiped 
from this earth.
And as a scientist, how do you explain to lay people 
why more carbon emissions being released into the 
atmosphere is so detrimental?
Think of the elaborate protection that the astronauts wore 
when they walked on the surface of moon. They were 
surrounded by a cumbersome shell that protected their 
bodies from the minus 173 degrees Celsius at night and 
the 100 degrees Celsius during the lunar day.
The tissue thin layer that is Earth’s atmosphere provides 
the same protection as the astronaut’s suite.
Gasses in the upper atmosphere absorb harmful UV light 
from the sun, while allowing much of the sun’s energy to 
reach and warm the earth.
In turn, the warmed earth radiates much of its heat back 
into space retaining just enough to keep our world with-
in that narrow range of temperatures, in which life can 
flourish.
However, since the industrial revolution, when we began 
to burn fossil fuels, we have been changing the composi-
tion of the atmosphere by adding carbon dioxide (CO2).

This change has affected the delicate balance of the earth. 
CO2 and other greenhouse gasses – like methane – ab-

Continued on page 6 ...

Dr Wolterding being arrested in Sydney. On the first day of 
the Spring Rebellion, October 7, 2019, around 500 Extinction 
Rebellion (XR) demonstrators marched through Sydney CBD 
streets, calling for climate justice and disrupting the normal 
flow of traffic along the major road artery that’s Broadway for 
over an hour. Dr Wolterding is a champion of the SEARCH 
Foundation’s Minto Bush Camp, which he uses with the Syd-
ney Men’s Festival.
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sorb some of the heat normally radiated back into space 
and trap it, warming the globe.

We have already warmed the earth on average by 1.1 
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. This may 
not sound like much, but in a complex, self-regulating, 
dynamic system like the earth, 1.1 degrees is triggering 
major climatic change.

Meanwhile, every year, we add ever more CO2 to the 
atmosphere.

Another prominent feature of the climate conversa-
tion are feedback loops. Can you clarify what they 
are, and why they’re so important?

In this context, a feedback loop is an environmental 
change, caused by global warming that in turn acceler-
ates further warming.

The polar icecaps with their vast areas of snow and ice, 
reflect much of the sun’s energy back into space helping 
to cool the earth.

With global warming there has been a substantial decline 
in ice cover in the Arctic reducing this cooling effect.

While there has been an increase in ice cover in the Ant-
arctic, NASA scientists report the rate of this increase to 
be lower than the decrease in the Arctic.

Moreover, the Arctic thaw is beginning to trigger another 
feedback loop. One quarter of the entire northern hemi-
sphere is permanently frozen – 22.8 million square kilo-
metres.

As the Arctic warms this permafrost begins to melt. The 
organic matter in the soil – frozen for hundreds of thou-
sands of years – starts to decompose releasing ancient 
CO2 and methane into the air.

Methane is 84 times more powerful as a greenhouse gas 
than CO2. This additional CO2 and methane speed up the 
rate of warming.

Much has been said about the Morrison government’s 
lack of action on climate. What do you think about the 
track record of the government?

If government’s role is to protect its residents by acting as 
impartial umpire, and enforcing the societal rules against 
assault, murder, robbery, and fraud, then the Australian 
government – under both major parties – has abandoned 
its role.

Neither Labor nor the Liberal National parties when in 
power have acted impartially.

An open letter signed by leading academics around Aus-
tralia declared, “When a government wilfully abrogates 
its responsibility to protect its citizens from harm and se-
cure the future for generations to come, it has failed in its 
most essential duty of stewardship.”

Australian governments over the past 20 to 30 years have 
enacted laws and regulations, which overtly favour the 
resource industries over the long-term well-being of the 
Australian people.

The current government environmental target of reducing 
emissions by 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 2030 
would result – if globally applied – to a global warming 
of 3 to 4 degrees Celsius.

The consensus of climate scientists and the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change is clear that it’s unlikely 
that the human race would survive a rise of 4 degrees.

And lastly, Dr Wolterding, at the age of 75, you were 
dragged off the road and arrested by police for peace-
fully protesting. Is this going to stop you from taking 
part in further demonstrations?

I’m angry. I’m angry that my voice and the voices of 
thousands of other scientists have been ignored over the 
past 30 years. I’m angry that unless this suicidal system is 
overthrown, my grandchildren’s adult lives will be short, 
and filled with suffering and death.

The social contract given those who govern us has been 
broken. Therefore, it’s not only my right, but my moral 
duty to rebel to defend life itself.

So, I channel my anger into an adamantine determina-
tion, to take whatever risk necessary to change this bro-
ken system. And hopefully, to create a system where fu-
ture generations have a reasonable chance to live long, 
healthy, productive lives.

In a way Kerri-Anne Kennerley is correct when she sug-
gested that motorists should use me “as a speed bump”. 
She’s right because the only way to stop me in this cam-
paign is to kill me. 

https://www.sydneycriminallawyers.com.au/blog/my-
moral-duty-to-rebel-an-interview-with-scientist-dr-mar-
tin-wolterding/ 

Wolterding interview continued from page 5 ... In a way Kerri-Anne Kennerley 
is correct when she suggested 
that motorists should use me 

“as a speed bump”. 
She’s right because 

the only way to stop me in this 
campaign is to kill me.

The social contract given those 
who govern us has been broken. 
Therefore, it’s not only my right, 

but my moral duty to rebel to 
defend life itself.
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Continued on page 10 ...

Dr Patricia Ranald is an honorary fellow at the Univer-
sity of Sydney and Convener of the Australian Fair Trade 
and Investment Network of 60 community organisations 
that campaigns for fair trade based on human rights, la-
bour rights and environmental sustainability.

Trade was in the news in October and Novem-
ber as debate raged within the ALP over trade 
deals with Indonesia, Hong Kong and Peru, 

and the Australian and 15 other governments agreed 
to finalise the text of the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership (RCEP).

Indonesia, Hong Kong and Peru deals
These had been signed and the text reviewed by a par-
liamentary committee that reported on October 9. All 
increase corporate rights at the expense of workers, com-
munities and the environment, with no independent eval-
uation of the costs and benefits before they were signed.

Following the December 2018 Labor conference, AFT-
INET succeeded in lobbying for Labor, the Greens and 
Centre Alliance to support significant trade justice pol-
icies before the May election. These included policies 
against special rights in trade agreements for foreign in-
vestors to sue government (ISDS), and against increased 
numbers of temporary workers who are vulnerable to ex-
ploitation, and deregulation of essential services. They 
agreed to support enforceable labour rights and envi-
ronmental standards, release of texts and independent 
economic and social evaluation of texts before they are 
signed.

After the election AFTINET campaigned to hold polit-
ical parties to account for these policies. We met with 
politicians, made submissions to parliamentary inquiries 
and worked with Indonesian civil society groups to pub-
lish a joint statement opposing ISDS. We participated 
in a public rally protesting the violations of human rights 
by the Hong Kong government, and opposing the Hong 
Kong agreement.

AFTINET also organised a letter signed by the ACTU, 
the Australian Catholic Social Justice Council, Action-
Aid Australia, the Australian Conservation Foundation, 
Friends of the Earth Australia and the Public Health As-
sociation of Australia to all Labor and cross-bench MPs, 
asking them to oppose the enabling laws for the three 
agreements in the Senate. Unions also lobbied publicly 
against the deals.

What’s in the deals? ISDS 
The government claims that the ISDS provisions in the 
three agreements are better than the previous Hong Kong 

Trade justice debate intensifies as Labor majority supports bilateral 
deals and 15 governments finalise RCEP regional megadeal

and Peru investment agreements, which will be can-
celled, but they inexplicably failed to cancel the old In-
donesian deal. The new provisions clearly exclude some 
cases against health regulation, and have some improved 
procedural processes. But other claimed general “safe-
guards” will not prevent possible cases against labour, 
environment, and even indigenous land rights regulation, 
which governments may have to spend years and tens 
of millions defending. The Australian government spent 
seven years and $24 million defeating the Philip Morris 
case against our tobacco  plain packaging laws, but only 
recovered $12 million.

Trade in services and temporary worker 
provisions

All three agreements contain trade in services provisions 
that encourage privatisation and inhibit governments’ 
right to regulate and re-regulate public services in the 
public interest. The Indonesia FTA also expands the 
number of temporary workers vulnerable to exploitation. 

No enforceable labour rights and environ-
mental standards

Neither the Hong Kong nor Indonesian agreements con-
tain any chapters on enforceable labour rights or environ-
mental standards. The Peru agreement chapters on labour 
and environment are aspirational and not legally enforce-
able in the same way as other chapters in the agreement.

Labor slammed for supporting the deals
After a bitter internal debate, the majority in the La-
bor caucus decided on October 17 to support the deals, 
claiming that the government had given assurances to 
review some issues of concern and to cancel the old In-
donesia investment deal. But the agreements still include 
ISDS and other proposals contrary to Labor policy, and 
the government assurances do not change the text and 
may not be delivered.

http://aftinet.org.au/cms/node/1679#overlay-contex-
t=node/1679
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By Dave Arkins*

In the Indonesia city of Surabaya on the east coast 
of Java, Indonesian civil forces physically at-
tacked West Papuan students and accused them 

of violating the Indonesian flag around the day of 
compulsory celebration of Indonesia’s day of Inde-
pendence on 17 August .
The students were called “monkeys, apes and dogs”. 
The police then arrested the Papuan students and not 
the attackers. This action provoked West Papua students 
around Indonesia to protest and rebuke those who used 
racial attacks on them .

This led to 1200 Papuan students returning from various 
University campuses to West Papua. There they held ral-
lies against racism and expanded their demands to calls 
for Independence and self-determination. In the Papuan 
capital cities of Jayapura and Manokawari there were 
riots, and public building and shops were burnt down. 
Over 300 Papuans were arrested, and at least eight Pap-
uans were killed by soldiers shooting into crowds.

A few weeks later in Wamena in the Highlands an Indo-
nesian teacher allegedly taunted Papuan students, caus-
ing a massive rebellion that led to the deaths of at least 
11 Indonesian migrants, some who were burnt to death, 
and 70 injured. Fearing for their lives, 11,500 immigrants 
were airlifted out. In total, 16,000 out of a population of 
42,000 were relocated across West Papua. Many have left 
West Papua and returned to various parts of Indonesia.

Over the first six weeks of troubles, the TNI and police 
have arrested many of the leaders of the West Papua Na-
tional Committee (KNPB) who have been the public face 
of resistance to Indonesia rule. Now charged with MA-
KAR (treason) under sect 106 of the constitution, with 
prison sentences up to 15 years, they have been illegally 
removed to South Kalimantan for trials to avoid further 
local civil unrest.   

On 12 October another five bodies of West Papuan vil-
lagers were found hidden in the bush. These massacres 
are not being allowed any news play. Internet access has 
been closed for weeks at a time when there is an incident.

The BBC and the Australia Strategic Policy Institute 
revealed in mid-October that Indonesia had spent over 
$300,000 on “robo” messaging to any social media  men-
tioning West Papua, to swamp the media with pro-Indo-
nesian viewpoints and nullify claims of killings and vio-
lence towards West Papuans. The border with PNG has 
been closed, restricting a refuge exit for Papuans. 

Indonesian Human Right activist Veronica Koman, who 
has fiercely represented West Papuans, has been target-

Racist attacks on West Papuan students backfire badly
16,000 Indonesian migrants flee back to safety. TNI prepare for next stage. 

ed by the 
Indonesian 
G o v e r n -
ment. They 
are serving 
an Interpol 
RED no-
tice for her 
extradition 
from Austra-
lia back to 
Indonesia on 
charges akin 
to treason. 
She is now 
active with 
Amnesty In-
ternational 
in Australia 
and has re-
ceived significant media coverage for her visit to Parlia-
ment House and campaign to free political prisoners in 
West Papua

The United Liberation Movement for West Papua (UL-
MWP), the peak Independence body of over 50 internal 
organisations including the OPM, the military wing, has 
been making headway in the UN with the support of 
many Pacific Island countries led by Vanuatu. They are 
intent on having themselves relisted for Decolonisation 
and seek a referendum on self-determination. The latest 
mistakes by Indonesia will only fuel the calls for human 
rights to be observed through the UN, for media access to 
be open, and to demilitarize West Papua. 

More protests are being planned with key dates in No-
vember and on the anniversary of the declaration of Inde-
pendence on 1 December. There is a feeling of forebod-
ing in the highlands where 40,000 West Papuans have 
been displaced and are living in the bush. There have 
been reports of 200 dying as a result of this.

After Joko Widodo celebrated his Inauguration for a sec-
ond term as President of Indonesia, he has conducted a 
tour of West Papua along with several of his highly con-
tentious new cabinet Ministers that included Prabowo 
Subianto, his past oppositional candidate for the Presi-
dency, in an effort to calm down the situation.

Some of the recently arrested West Papuan political pris-
oners were relocated to East Kalimantan and will face 
trial away from Papuan supporters and family. Around 40 
Papuans remain under arrest at this stage.

* Dave Arkins is Secretary of the Australia West Papua
Association South Australia

Veronica Koman, lawyer under threat from 
Indonesia, met UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, in Syd-
ney.
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On Duterte’s Regime: Wars on Drugs and the People 
(Part 2)* Attacks on Lawyers in the Philippines

AFTINET and unions strongly criticised the Labor deci-
sion to support the implementing legislation.

RCEP text agreed without India
The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
(RECP) negotiations originally involved the sixteen gov-
ernments of Australia, New Zealand, China, India Japan, 
Korea and the 10 ASEAN countries. Fifteen of these an-
nounced agreement about the text of on November 5. As 
usual, the text is still secret and will not be revealed until 
after the deal is signed in early 2020.

India’s refusal to join is not only about its resistance to 
lower tariffs, but reflects Indian social movements’ oppo-
sition to the RCEP corporate agenda.

India’s absence severely diminishes claimed market ac-
cess gains for Australian exports because Australia al-
ready has a free trade agreement with the 10 ASEAN 
countries and has bilateral free trade agreements with all 
of the other countries. India was the only country with 
potential significant additional market access. 

Leaked documents have revealed that the industrialised 
countries, including Japan, South Korea and Australia 
have been pushing non-tariff rules that suit their major 
corporations. These include ISDS. Strong civil society 
pressure resulted in India opposing this provision which 
was reportedly dropped from the negotiations in Sep-
tember 2019. We will not know whether ISDS remains 
excluded until we see the text after it is signed in early 
2020.

There were also proposals that pharmaceutical compa-
nies should be given longer patent monopolies on med-
icines than the current 20 years, which would delay the 

availability of cheaper medicines, at greatest cost to de-
veloping countries, and for developing countries to adopt 
rules for patenting seeds and plants which could prevent 
small farmers from developing and using their own seeds 
and plants as they have for centuries.

e-Commerce
The RCEP also includes an e-commerce chapter that fa-
cilitates free cross-border data flows for global corpora-
tions like Google and Facebook but makes it more diffi-
cult to for governments to regulate them. For example, 
if trade rules forbid requirements to store data locally, 
national privacy laws and other consumer protections 
cannot be applied to data stored in other countries.  
The recent Digital Platforms Report of the Australian 
Consumer and Competition Commission has recom-
mended more, not less regulation of these corporations in 
the face of scandals about violations of consumer priva-
cy, misuse of data in elections and tax evasion.
Developing countries are also concerned that rules fa-
vouring the global tech companies will lock in their mar-
ket dominance at the expense of local tech industry de-
velopment.
Without India, claimed market access gains are even 
more questionable for Australia and must be evaluated 
against the risks and costs of expanded corporate rights 
and restraints on future government regulation. AFTI-
NET is calling for the text of the RCEP to be released 
before signing and for an independent evaluation of its 
costs and benefits for Australia.
See AFTINET media release here, interview with ABC 
Radio National here and analysis in The Conversation 
here, You can find more information and sign a petition 
against harmful proposals in the RCEP here. 

AFTINET report continued from page 8 ...

By Prof Gill Boehringer

According to the data gathered by the Mon-
itoring Committee on Attacks on Lawyers 
of the International Association of People’s 

Lawyers, around the world today there is a concerted 
attack on lawyers. It has listed 124 countries where 
there are credible reports of attacks on lawyers.
It is clear that in this era of world-wide attacks by exploit-
ative and repressive governments on critics, opposition-
ists, fighters for social justice, trade unionists, peasants, 
journalists, defenders of human rights, especially labor 
rights, and of the environment, the lawyers will be a pri-
mary target. This is particularly the case in view of the 
general lack of other organizations that can act quickly 
and effectively to assert people’s rights and the illegality 

of state actions, thus presenting a shield to protect the po-
tential targets and a sword to demand actions be stopped 
and remedies provided.

Attacks monitored by the IAPL Monitoring Committee 
are actions that indicate an intention to prevent the law-
yer from performing their professional duties or sanction 
them for doing such duties. These are broadly catego-
rized as:

1. physical, such as killing, disappearance, and impris-
onment, and

2. non-physical such as death threats, intimidation and
harassment; trumped up charges, deprivation of li-
cense to practice, defamation, and labelling as a se-
curity risk, terrorist or communist inter alia.

Continued next page ...
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The Philippines is an exemplary case. The repressive 
right wing government of Duterte, aka The Punisher, 
aiding an exploitative corporate sector and mega land-
holders, and supported by a murderous Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP) backed by the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines (AFP), has made the Philippine legal profes-
sion one of the most dangerous in the world. This at a 
time when other sectors are also under serious attack, e.g. 
journalists (13 killed under Duterte); farmers (224 dead 
at last count); and environmental defenders (several hun-
dred slain).

A summary of the data on killings of lawyers, and law 
workers in the Philippines is as follows: 

There have been 64 assassination attempts against Fili-
pino lawyers and law workers under the Duterte regime, 
July 1, 2016 to 6 November 2019.

As a result, 51 have died, while 13 survived (9 attorneys, 
assuming an abductee Mendoza, is still alive; 3 prosecu-
tors, 1 paralegal).

Categories of those killed:
Lawyers: 35 attorneys; 8 prosecutors; 5 judges - 47 
killed (48 if Mendoza was killed after abduction)

Law Workers: 2 Paralegals; 1 Clerk of a Regional Trial 
Court - 3 killed

Total 51 killed

It should be noted that the killing of lawyers is not new. 
Between 1 January 1999 and 30 October 2014, there 
were 114 lawyers killed (83 attorneys; 23 Judges; 8 Pros-
ecutors). However the rate under President Duterte is sig-
nificantly higher than under his two predecessors: 

Rate of killing of lawyers *
Duterte              1.21 per month

Aquino .68 per month

Arroyo .72 per month

*excludes Law Workers for purposes of comparison
See: “Attacks on Lawyers: A threat to democracy” (2015) Al-
ternative Law Journal v. 40:1, 71-2) by Gill H. Boehringer, 
Stuart Russell, Kristian Boehringer, Julio Moreira.

“Globalization, Lawyers and the State” (2008) Alternative Law 
Journal v. 33:3, 169-72) by Gill H. Boehringer and Stuart Rus-
sell

Who are the perpetrators?
There have been no convictions in any cases. Although 
the National Bureau of Investigation charged 3 police of-
ficers and 8 others for the ambush murder of Prosecutor 
Rogelio Velasco, the Department of Justice dropped the 
charges on grounds of “insufficiency of evidence”, an-
other common practice when state forces are prosecuted.

Without convictions, or even identification of the gun-
men or arrest, it is not possible to establish who is doing 

the killing. In 4 of only 11 cases where the suspects were 
identified, police were alleged to be the perpetrators.

Of those cases where the subjects have not been identi-
fied, there are a number where state forces are suspect-
ed. For example, in one case, the lawyer was warned by 
someone working within the police apparatus that he was 
in danger of assassination. Judges who were too lenient 
in drug cases, prosecutors who seem to be too slack in 
obtaining convictions or who did not seek heavy sentenc-
es, would be targets for police, “vigilantes” (often police) 
or hitmen (allegedly paid by police) in the war on drugs.

There are incentives for police to kill those who are in 
any way “on the wrong side” in the drug war, a central 
program of the Duterte Presidency. They receive impuni-
ty, bonuses and promotions for their killings, and disci-
plinary action if seen to “underperform” in the drug war. 

When the victims are well known human rights/environ-
mental defenders it is not unreasonable to suspect police 
or military involvement given Duterte’s constant con-
demnation of the human rights campaigners and lawyers.

Drug war and attacks on lawyers
A significant factor in the increased rate of lawyer kill-
ings is certainly the so-called “anti-illegal drug war” aka 
the “war on the poor”. Almost all of the dead are poor.

The drug war seems to have commenced informal-
ly several weeks before Duterte began his presidency. 
Along with other commentators I believe that following 
his election on May 10, 2016, but before his term com-
menced on 1 July 2016, inspired by Duterte’s promises 
during his election campaign about impunity for killing 
drug addicts, pushers and the drug lords, the attacks on 
drug suspects and lawyers began. The police and oth-
ers saw a green light for the killings to commence. For 
example, the killing of Attorney Rex A. Parewparew in 
Dumaguete City, Negros Oriental, 4 June 2016. He was 
shot three times in the back as he rode in a tricycle. In a 
common pattern across the thousands of EJKs, it was a 
“riding in tandem” killing, i.e. the gunman was on the 
back of a motorcycle. It was a professional hit.

Parewparew was certainly known to police. Dumaguete 
is a small city, and he was a well known “drug personal-

Continued next page ...
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ity”. In and out of jail on drug charges due to his alleged 
involvement in the local drugs trade, and apparently a 
user himself, he was a prime target. His killing would 
send a message, not least to other lawyers.

The “Four Firsts”
As noted above, the first lawyer to be killed following 
Duterte’s election was Parewparew. 

The first lawyer to be killed after Duterte commenced his 
Presidency was Rogelio Bato at Tacloban City on 23 Au-
gust 2016, who had a drug lord as a client. 

The first prosecutor to be killed under Duterte was Ron-
aldo Acido on 26 October 2016, at Mati City, Davao Ori-
ental, Mindanao, who was handling drug-related criminal 
cases. 

The first Judge to be killed was Godofredo Abul on 5 
August 2017 in Butuan, Agusan del Norte, Mindanao. A 

Prof Boehringer continued from page 11 ...

complaint had been made against him by a Roman Cath-
olic priest who claimed there had been an attempt at ex-
tortion when he approached the judge in a drug-related 
case involving a nephew of the priest.

Motives in unsolved case are difficult to determine. We 
estimate that at least 20 of the 47 cases of lawyers killed 
were drug related. That is, the victim had drug suspects 
for clients, or in the cases of at least five prosecutors, 
were handling drug cases. In two other cases their col-
leagues believed the killings were drug related. The Su-
rigao City, Mindanao, local branch of the Integrated Bar 
of the Philippines issued a statement “We will not handle 
drug cases until those responsible for attacks on prosecu-
tors and judges are arrested.”

See: “Duterte’s drug war: Violating rights for a quick fix” 
(2017) Alternative Law Journal v.42:3, pp.233-36, by 
Gill H. Boehringer. 

By Chris Warren

In order to develop an alternative to capitalism we 
need to consider aspects such as the ownership 
and control of means of production, labour rela-

tionships, the nature of markets and the social mean-
ing of value. All these are both simple and complex 
at the same time and all facilitated or distorted by 
something we call money. The concept of money al-
ways seems to raise its ugly head whenever a crying 
need for more social welfare hits us in the face.
Money is the bodily fluid of all forms of bourgeois or 
commercial society, particularly capitalism. In fact Marx 
defined capitalism as nothing but the accumulation of 
money. However capitalism distorts money by intro-
ducing credit as this is necessary to overcome crisis ten-
dencies even if crisis tendencies are manifested through 
money and credit to start with. Workers are paid cash 
wages but final consumption prices are not set by the 
spending power of wages. Under capitalism final con-
sumption prices are set by so-called ‘effective demand’ 
which is made of wages plus consumer credit.

Today capitalists are in turmoil. Reducing interest rates, 
the theoretical mechanism to stabilise capitalism, failed 
initially as it generated expectations that borrowing costs 
could be lower in the future and existing borrowers used 
any benefit to reduce their outstanding loans. But even-
tually rates were so low that any expected gain from 
waiting further became marginal and a few purchasers 
emerged from the woodwork. Any such lift in economic 
performance may yet prove to be nothing but a “dead cat 
bounce”. Consequently it may not be long before work-

ers and others will start asking - “well then, what is the 
alternative to the current system”.

The Marxist answer is to explain that we need an econo-
my which does not generate any negative disproportion 
between wages and accumulating capital. Both of these 
are measured in money. In the future cooperatives may 
well be able to issue its own currency (money-token) or, 
more practically, a socialist central bank with a monopo-
ly on currency printing could issue currency according to 
rules set up so it does so only as if each cooperative was 
issuing their own notes and coin. After all, under social-
ism, value is only determined by sales from cooperatives, 
and this is therefore the only point where the value of 
money is properly and socially determined. This is the 
key point – money must equate to the socially necessary 
labour needed to produce the goods and services it can be 
exchanged for. Money relationships should achieve noth-
ing that could otherwise take place through direct barter 
or market of physical goods – eggs for bread, cotton cloth 
for shoes, fruit for candles etc.

For Marx, money was specie – gold or silver. This system 
operated only as long as the socially necessary labour 
needed to produce gold or silver was the same as needed 
to produce the goods and services it was exchanged for. 
Unfortunately, this was disrupted when some capitalists 
were able to obtain ridiculously cheap gold and silver 
from India, California and Australia.

As Marx noted: “money is not a thing, it is a social re-
lation”1. Any exchangeable item can serve as money – 
cotton, oil, tobacco, bottles of rum or even a bit of paper. 
The key is that any note given in lieu of an actual product 
is fully guaranteed to be exchanged for that item at some 
time as desired.

Socialism can be built on this basis. 
1. Marx, K., The Poverty of Philosophy, Ch. 1, Sect. 3, Pt. A
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