
Horticulture is the art, technology, business and science of plants. It is the food we eat, the landscapes 
we live and play in, the environments we thrive in. It is the business of managing and using what we 
grow, while maintaining the health of our soil, air, and water, and the well-being of our children, our 

communities, and our world. In short - it’s all about plants!

Michael Barcus, Aquaponics Specialist
Riverbend Environmental Education Center

Michael is passionate about sustainable agriculture, 
and the effects of conventional agriculture on our 
planet and society. Michael consults on aquaponics 
initiatives and designs and builds custom 
aquaponic systems. An avid fisherman, 
outdoorsman and environmentalist, his focus is on 
creating a more sustainable future.

Andrew Bunting, V.P. of Public Horticulture
 Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

  

Andrew has a passion for public horticulture and 
has served in leadership roles at many of our 
country’s finest gardens including the Atlanta 
Botanic Garden, Chicago Botanic Garden, Scott 
Arboretum, and Chanticleer. He is a respected 
author and sought-after presenter; and, his home 
garden has been featured in This Old House 
Magazine and in the Wall Street Journal.

Lorraine Calder, President
White Flower Farm

President of this family-owned nursery for more 
than 20 years, Lorraine is committed to helping 
gardeners succeed by supplying top quality plant 
material, comprehensive cultural information, and 
superior customer service to both experienced 
horticulturists and newcomers to gardening.

Mason Day, Head of Community Engagement 
and Support, J.R. Peters Inc.

Mason helps greenhouse growers, vertical farmers, 
and consumers understand their plants’ fertilizer 
needs. He has spent much of his career helping 
organizations develop better strategies for 
communicating with the public. His goal is to 
help more people understand the ins and outs of 
horticulture.
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Cari Peters, Ph.D., V.P. and Master Crafter of 
Jack’s Formulas, J.R. Peters Inc.

A family company making quality fertilizer for over 
71 years, Cari is in charge of formula 
research and development and laboratory services. 
She is constantly looking for ways to help growers 
feed their plants efficiently.  Cari is the chair of this 
Green-Collar Career Exploration and Networking 
Event.

Barb Pierson, Greenhouse Grower and
Nursery Manager, White Flower Farm

  

Barb has had the pleasure of growing an amazing 
diversity of plants. As a member of the product 
development team she is able to combine the 
science of growing plants with the art of design.

Mark Highland, President
Organic Mechanics  

Mark started The Organic Mechanic Soil Company, 
LLC in 2006. Mark has served as a consultant for 
the EPA and Institute for Local Self-Reliance. He 
is the author of the recently published Practical 
Organic Gardening: The No-Nonsense Guide to 
Growing Naturally.

Keith Green, Director, Philadelphia LandCare
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

Keith directs the development of new initiatives and 
the expansion of the LandCare program, a 
nationally recognized model for reversing the 
ravages of blight in many cities through its “clean 
and green” treatment of vacant land. His expertise 
is in vacant land stabilization and management, 
community engagement, and landscape 
construction.

Mitchell Oswald, Arborist
Longwood Gardens

Mitch is certified through the International Society 
of Arboriculture. His passion is for pruning young 
trees for good form and structure to enhance their 
integrity and longevity. His career goal is to spread 
the word about the industry and the profession of 
being an arborist.

Seth Pearsoll, Director of Design
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society

Seth’s work focuses on landscape architecture, 
public greening, brand activations, exhibitions, 
and place-making. He is able to quickly concieve, 
create and present concepts for both public and 
private spaces. He uses these strengths to bring 
creative and unusual projects to life in both 
permanent and temporary settings 



Stephen Pryce-Lea, Director of Garden 
Operations, Philadelphia Zoo

Stephen is passionate about sharing gardening 
experiences with as many people as possible. He 
discovered the world of conservation and 
horticulture that exists beyond the classroom. 
He has worked for some of the most prestigious 
National Trust and private properties and estates in 
the United Kingdom and internationally - including 
his curent position at the Phildelphia Zoo.

Vincent Roux, Owner and Designer
Petit Jardin en Ville

Owners and designers Claudia and Vincent opened 
Petit Jardin en Ville after their years abroad in 
France. Vincent, born in France, grew up 
gardening beside his grandfather in the family 
orchard. His garden designs take their inspiration 
from the simple beauty of European gardens.

Claudia Roux, Owner and Designer
Petit Jardin en Ville

Owners and designers Claudia and Vincent opened 
Petit Jardin en Ville after their years abroad in 
France. Claudia grew up in the suburbs of 
Philadelphia with a love for gardens, flowers and 
design. She enjoys creating untamed designs 
that highlight the natural beauty of the flowers for 
bespoke events.

Sandy Raupp, Plant Division Manager
Fred C. Gloeckner Company, Inc.

Sandy has built a career gaining invaluable 
knowledge on growing all kinds of unusual plants. 
She sees how plants evolve in a breeder’s lab to an 
end consumer’s backyard by working with all facets 
of the distribution chain. Daily, her responsibilities 
include sales, product management, customer and 
vendor relationships.

Michele Scheiber, Ph.D., Director of Breeding
Star Roses and Plants

Michele works in the ornamental breeding program 
focused on developing novel herbaceous 
perennials and shrubs using traditional and 
advanced technologies.

Rebecca Silvey, School and Community 
Programs Coordinator, Tyler Arboretum

Rebecca writes plant and ecosystem themed 
hands-on lessons for children of all ages, hires and 
trains environmental educators, and is the Assistant 
Director at Summer Camp. She also helps with 
Instagram and social media marketing, events, and 
other organizational needs as they come up.  



Career Exploration Tool: SeedYourFuture.org/Careers
Where to Study Resource: SeedYourFuture.org/Where-To-Study

Scholarships: SeedYourFuture.org/Scholarships
Internships: SeedYourFuture.org/Internships

Horticulture Camps: SeedYourFuture.org/Horticulture_Camps

For more information about careers in horticulture, visit:

Susan E. Yoder, IOM, Executive Director
Seed Your Future

  

Susan supports the national movement to 
promote horticulture and encourage more young 
people to pursue careers working with plants. WIth 
more than 20 years experience with nonprofits 
focused on green issues and getting more kids and 
families connected with nature and the outdoors, 
she has unique perspecitves on this career field.

Paul Westervelt, Chief of Container 
Operations, Saunders Brothers

  

Paul Westervelt has run the annual and perennial 
program for Saunders Brothers Nursery since 
2004, where he grows over 800 varieties across 13 
programs. In 2013, he was selected for the Green-
house Product News’ 40 Under 40.

Sonya Westervelt, Chief of Wholesale Sales, 
Saunders Brothers

Sonya began her career in horticulture as a cashier 
at a retail garden center while in high school. After 
receiving a master’s degree in Public Horticulture 
from the Univ. of Delaware, she joined Saunders 
Brothers as a Regional Sales Associate. She now 
overees sales of their nursery, produce, and fruit 
tree products.

Virginia Thaxton, Horticulturist
Smithsonian Gardens

Virginia has experience working in nurseries and 
garden centers in Puerto Rico, Louisiana and 
Maryland. She is now a horticulturist with the
Smithsonian Gardens’ interiors section, and is 
part of the team that displays and cares for all the 
indoor tropical plants in the Smithsonian museums 
and the Kogod Courtyard.


