
Create Community Solutions
The community needs your help! Consider each issue, then suggest  

plant-based solutions. Explain your choices on a separate sheet. 

Name                                                                                                                                 

a) URBAN GARDENING Grow fresh and nutritious 
fruits and vegetables locally in urban centers 
using sustainable practices.  

b) NEW PLANTING Plant a variety of diverse trees, 
shrubs, and flowers to break up sprawling lawns, 
provide windbreaks, and increase biodiversity.   

c) MEDIAN PLANTING Add shrubs, grasses, small 
trees, and flowers to medians on the roadways to 
diminish traffic sounds as well as pollution.

d) GREENHOUSE GARDENING Extend the 
growing season for fruits and vegetables by 

growing in greenhouses and other climate-
controlled environments (such as hydroponics).

e) RAIN GARDEN PLANTING Plant shrubs, trees, 

and grasses to absorb rain and slow down soil 

runoff. Rain gardens are great for reducing 

flooding and erosion.   

f) TREE PLANTING Plant trees. Their canopies 

block wind, slow heavy rain, and provide habitat 

and shelter for wildlife, and provide shade. Their 

roots protect against erosion. Trees improve air 

quality and reduce noise pollution.

RESEARCH YOUR REGION! Choose a plant that grows well in your region and find out which 
climate and growing conditions it prefers. How could your plant create a solution in your 
community, school, or home? 

“The sidewalk and 
road outside my  
school is noisy, 
dusty and hot.  

I can’t even hear 
myself think.” 

1. Student

“In our city, it’s easy 
to buy a box of cereal 

or a can of soup. 
But our local market 
doesn’t carry fresh 
fruit or vegetables.” 

2. Teen

 “On our farm, we’re 
losing topsoil to wind 
and water erosion. 
Our crops need the 

nutrients in that soil to 
flourish and grow.” 

3. Farmer

“My neighborhood 
looks abandoned  
with nothing but 

weed-filled lots and 
broken concrete 

sidewalks.”  

4. Dad

“After a heavy 
rain, my basement 

floods, and all  
my neighbors 
have the same 

problem.”  

5. Mom

Activity

Choose one or more plant-based solutions 




