
Service Year Alliance is developing a three-year campaign for universal national service — a 
future in which a year or more of civilian, military, or public service is a common expectation and 
opportunity for all young Americans. Universal national service can unite our country, create a 
path to opportunity, make college more affordable, and inspire the next generation of leaders our 
country needs.

For too long, the burden of our collective freedom and civic responsibility has been carried by 
the few. The college affordability crisis has left 70% of students with debt that they’re struggling 
to repay. Millions of young people are out of work, their talents untapped. Communities across 
the country are facing significant unmet challenges like education inequity, disaster relief, aging 
populations, and substance abuse issues. And, Americans are more polarized than at any other 
moment in history.

Imagine a future in which young people earn college tuition by addressing challenges in local 
communities — where they are empowered to shape their own futures, regardless of their zip 
code. Imagine a future in which empathy trumps apathy and participation and problem-solving 
outmatches indifference. Imagine a shared experience far stronger than anything that may seek to 
divide us.

Our country has come together to lead historic change before. If we are going to achieve our 
audacious vision, we must be audacious in our call to action. Americans can do big things together. 
Service Year Alliance is organizing the stakeholders, the strategy, and the movement we need to 
bring this vision to life. But we need your help.

The Campaign for 
Universal National Service
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2. Build the diverse, bipartisan coalition representative of service in American life that 
will be necessary to advocate for, build, and sustain the most equitable, impactful 
universal national service system possible.

1. Grow awareness among influencers and policymakers that universal national service 
is the solution our nation needs now.

To achieve this vision, we have a four-pronged strategy:

We will develop the storytelling assets, research, and evidence 
base to make a compelling case for universal national service. 
We’ll grow and enlist our network of influential Americans 
in elevating the prominence of our message through a 
comprehensive communications campaign, including 
speeches, print and online media, live events, and more. 
Policymakers and influencers will be talking about the need 
to grow service to bridge our divides, solve challenges in 
our communities, and create the public-spirited leaders our 
country needs.

We’ll recruit organizations from across the service sector  — 
including public, military, civilian, and faith-based service — to 
build the largest coalition for universal national service our 
country has ever seen. We’ll also seek partners from other 
sectors that have a vested interest in service, like higher 
education, municipal leadership, and more. And we’ll work 
to influence the Commission on Military, National, and Public 
Service as they develop and release their recommendations. 
The result will be a bold and unified vision for the future of 
national service in America.



To learn more and get involved, please contact Yasmeen Shaheen-McConnell at
yasmeen@serviceyear.org

3. Grow demand for universal national service at a local level to ensure communities across 
America are poised for success within a future system of universal national service. 

We’ll work with communities across the country to create 
universal national service plans, to demonstrate that 
communities are clamoring for service at scale to solve 
pressing local problems. Building upon our previous 
experience growing service years in partnership with cities 
and states, we’ll provide models for collaboration across 
sectors, including engagement with education agencies, 
local businesses, and community organizations. We’ll focus 
on communities in strategic districts, so that policymakers are 
hearing from constituents in their own backyards that we need 
more service, now.

These three assets — local demand, national awareness, 
and a broad, unified voice for service — will provide the 
platform we need to galvanize action from policymakers. 
We will leverage these assets at key moments to drive the 
federal agenda towards creating and funding a system 
of universal voluntary national service, consistent with 
our vision — so that one day service is truly a common 
expectation and opportunity for every young American.

4. With the above assets, pass legislation and secure funding to establish a system of 
universal national service in America.

• 63% of Americans support the establishment of a universal national service system

• 1 in 4 young Americans would definitely serve

• 75% of Americans support national service as a strategy to address unmet needs in our 
communities and empower the individuals serving

• 61% of voters are more likely to vote for a candidate who would guarantee funding to establish 
a service position for every qualified national service applicant

The Data
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