
 

Dear Friend, 

I have always felt lucky to come from northeastern Massachusetts—and I would 
be lucky to represent the people I live and grew up with in Congress. We’re a 
district of vibrant small towns and family-run businesses, Revolutionary history 
from the 18th century and revolutionary innovation in the 21st. I’m proud to have 
been born and raised here, and to have lived in the sixth district most of my life—
and I believe we ought to be proud of the representative we send to Washington. 

Throughout my life, I’ve always been a fixer and a builder. From working blue 
collar jobs throughout high school and college to spending four tours in Iraq 
trying to rebuild a country, fix a broken government, and build a democracy, I 
have always been someone willing to tackle the tough work required to build a 
better future. 

When I look at America today, it’s hard to see anything that’s as broken as our 
Congress. It’s a place where I believe I can make a difference—where the 
pragmatic leadership I learned in my four deployments during the war can 
contribute to the solutions we desperately need. The Marines in my platoon 
came together from across the country, with many different backgrounds and 
beliefs, but we all rose above those differences to do what is best for America. 
And when we partnered with Iraqi political and military leaders, we worked 
across even deeper cultural divides to achieve goals larger than ourselves. We 
didn’t worry about our own agendas—we put the country first, focused on the 
mission, and worked as hard as we could. We need that spirit in Washington. 

I believe in America’s future, and I’m not cynical about our ability to have true 
leadership in Congress. I want our country and our district to live up to the fullest 
measure of their potential—and I want to help provide the leadership that gets 
us there. I’ve seen people come together to succeed in too many difficult 



situations to lose faith in our ability to meet our biggest challenges. 

The following are some of the policy principles that will guide me if you send me 
to Washington as your representative in Congress. 

Jobs and Economy 
 
Growing up in a Democratic household and in a small town like Marblehead, I 
learned early on that we are all connected, and that we prosper when we make 
sure no one is left behind. That’s why it’s unacceptable that as the gap between 
rich and poor reaches unprecedented levels our leaders do little to make sure 
working families don’t fall further behind. I believe we need to work together to 
close that gap—not by punishing those at the top, but by working together to 
ensure that we all have a chance to lift ourselves up. We need to ensure that the 
jobs being created today are good jobs that will create a better tomorrow for 
employees and employers alike. 

There are a number of ways that Washington can help our economy grow faster. 
The first is to stop doing so much legislative harm: governing crisis to crisis has 
actively harmed our economy. The second is by enacting measures—such as 
smart investments in job training, research and development, and our 
crumbling infrastructure—that create jobs today and provide the foundations 
for economic growth in the future. The third is to support the technology 
revolution that is changing our country and our economy in a profound and 
dramatic way every day. Government should help us make the necessary 
investments—and avoid the unforced errors—that can ensure all this innovation 
means more good jobs and shared prosperity, not less. 

Education 
 
Great teachers are the cornerstone of public education’s past, present, and 
future. My sister is a public high school history teacher, and her dedication to her 
students is nothing short of inspiring. One of the first things we can do to 
improve our public schools is encourage our most promising graduates to pursue 
teaching, and treat them fairly once they join the profession. We must enable 
teachers to be treated as the professionals that they are while demanding the 
highest standards of excellence from them. I support H.R. 118, which would 
allow a tax credit to full-time primary and secondary school teachers; H.R. 



1090, which would provide funds to private organizations for additional 
training for public elementary educators; and H.R. 768, which would 
establish better secondary school standards for teachers. However, I do not 
think these bills go far enough. In order to ensure that teachers are prepared, 
paid, and respected accordingly, I believe they should have access to more 
training and higher pay while also being held in high regard as professionals. 

Clearly articulated national standards and core subject area expectations are 
crucial to education reform; we cannot remain complacent with ineffective 
measures of success. However, the reality is that school districts in the United 
States are incredibly diverse. Local districts should be allowed to embrace their 
unique situations by being able to determine the path their students take to 
reach national standards. I support the implementation of more holistic 
standards for public education because a school is much more than the sum of 
its test scores. National standards must include graduation rates, community 
impact, and after-school involvement. We cannot effectively reform public 
education without measuring meaningful data sets that go beyond students’ 
score on important exams. 

 

 

Veterans 
 
Congress is failing our veterans. As a veteran myself, I see it firsthand. We have 
never had fewer veterans in Congress in our nation’s history, so it’s not surprising 
that so few Members of Congress understand the urgency of the problem. We 
can’t solve these problems overnight, but with the right leadership we can begin 
to fix the system and give veterans the opportunities they have earned. 

There are three things Congress can do to improve how we treat our veterans 
today: 

1. Improve VA health care quality 

2. Properly fund the VA to eliminate the claims backlog 



3. Expand educational opportunities in the GI Bill 

Read my full plan at www.sethmoulton.com/issues 

Women’s Rights 
 
I believe fundamentally in a woman’s right to make her own health care 
decisions, and I do not believe the government should come between a woman 
and her doctor. 

I will be a staunch defender of equality not just on this issue, but also on the 
issues of equal pay and maternity leave. It’s 2014: it’s time for women to earn 
the same wages as men for the same work, and it’s time to join the rest of the 
developed world in guaranteeing paid maternity leave. I’m proud that my great 
aunt, Sheila Krikorian, fought to make the “Krikorian rule” part of American 
corporate law when she bravely stood up over twenty years ago for not getting 
paid the same as men for the same work. 

Gun Violence 
 
American gun policy is firmly on the wrong track. Of the 109 firearm laws passed 
in state legislatures in the year following the Newtown shooting, 70 of the new 
laws eased restrictions on gun usage and availability. 

The American gun violence epidemic requires congressional action. I will fight 
for stronger restrictions on gun ownership and licensing, closing the gun 
show loophole, bans on high capacity magazines, increasing the gun 
purchase waiting period, and restrictions on semi-automatic rifles. 

It’s time for universal background checks. Period. 96% of Americans agree on 
this, and even the vast majority of NRA members, and yet Congress can’t get it 
done. We need representatives in Washington who will not only be staunch 
advocates for common sense gun reform, but can have an actual dialogue with 
those on the other side to get sensible laws passed. 

Guns violence is a personal issue for me. I understand guns. I’ve used guns. Guns 
have saved my life on several occasions. But I also understand better than most 



in Congress the tremendous damage guns can cause. I can speak, in very real 
terms, to gun rights advocates about why civilians don’t need weapons designed 
for war. We need members of Congress who are not only strong supporters of 
gun violence prevention, but who also can build the coalitions necessary to make 
progress. 

Immigration 
 
The United States is a nation of immigrants, and our country thrives off the 
diverse backgrounds of its citizens. While the entry of undocumented 
immigrants presents a challenge to our nation’s Border Patrol, it is critical that 
blocking illegal immigration not come at the cost of hampering the healthy, legal 
immigrants who make continue to grow our economy, create jobs (immigrants 
are twice as likely to start new businesses), and make our country strong. 

Laws like Arizona’s S.B. 1070 are exactly the kind of laws we should not be 
pursuing at a federal level. Rather than marginalizing our immigrant population, 
we should be empowering them to contribute to our economy and civic life. At 
home, this means funding bilingual education programs where demand far 
exceeds supply. It also means increasing the availability of immigrant visas for 
skilled labor, and streamlining the visa process for graduates of US colleges 
and universities, especially within engineering and technical fields. 

Comprehensive immigration reform has brought together some incredible 
bipartisan coalitions that are interested in reforming our broken immigration 
system. We need leaders in Congress who can harness the power of these 
bipartisan coalitions to move this issue forward. 

Health Care 
 
As someone with experience in health care, I believe better health care is not just 
a right, but also smart policy—good health care means better lives, stronger 
communities, and economic innovation. America spends 52% more per capita on 
health care than any other country in the world, and yet we rank 12th in health 
care results. Better health care policy should improve both—improving 
outcomes across the board, for everyone in America, while also reducing costs 
and inefficiencies. I support the Affordable Care Act because it takes important 
steps to lower costs and broaden access to care for many who have previously 



been locked out of the insurance market. But I also don’t believe that the 
Affordable Care Act is perfect. As a member of the party that fought so hard to 
enact the health care reform law, I will always jump at the opportunity to 
make it better. One area that needs to be addressed is health care supply; we 
need to make the proper investments in technology to increase the supply of 
medical services, while also ensuring everyone has efficient access. Where there 
are problems, I will own up to them and fight to fix them, to make the law one 
that truly works for everyone, and makes the country healthier, stronger, and 
more economically secure. 

The Environment 
 
The role of Congress is to protect American citizens, our economy, and our 
resources. Congress needs firm leadership to lessen GHG emissions and to hold 
private companies accountable for environmental degradation while still 
encouraging economic growth. With the proper structures and incentives, 
businesses should be advocates for environmental stewardship and innovation, 
not opponents. 

Climate change is the most important global issue we face today. It is 
Congress’ job to ensure that the US is taking an active role in advancing a strong 
agenda to mitigate climate change and its effects. Massachusetts’ 6th District 
voters have long been advocates for environmental issues, and I will work with 
leaders in both the House and Senate, including Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, 
toward a cleaner and healthier future. 

LGBTQ Issues 
 
Equality is the civil rights fight of our generation. My brother is gay, and it’s 
fundamentally wrong that he and I don’t share the same rights just because 
of who he is. 

The Supreme Court’s June 2013 repeal of DOMA was a good first step at the 
federal level towards ending marriage discrimination, but there is much more 
work to be done. LGBTQ citizens are still denied the right to marry in 31 states; I 
will fight to bring marriage equality to every citizen in America. I will also fight 
for the passage of ENDA to end discrimination in the workplace. And I will fight 
to extend the leadership my own city of Salem is providing on transgender laws 



to the rest of the country. 

Transportation 
 
I will support expanding the frequency and speed of commuter rail service, to 
attract more passengers and reduce its environmental impact, by converting it 
to electric-powered trains. Most modern commuter rail systems worldwide use 
electric trains, but the MBTA still uses diesel locomotives. Electric trains have 
faster acceleration, so trip times can be up to 30% faster. They also can be split 
into shorter trains, making it economical to operate frequent all-day services, 
every 10 or 15 minutes, more like the T in Boston. Together, these changes can 
double ridership. Electric trains are quieter and they do not emit any fumes. A 
recent study of commuter rail line services in Toronto showed that these 
changes can bring $5 in benefits for every $1 in cost. Since the trains, tracks and 
train crew are needed anyway, the extra fare revenue can pay back the initial 
investment to convert to electric trains, reducing the burden on taxpayers. And 
because it will lead to dramatically increased ridership, it will take pressure off 
our overcrowded roads. As the Congressman, I will also push to have the power 
for the system come from renewable sources, meaning that the entire 
commuter rail system can be emission-free. The MBTA has explored many 
initiatives, but has never seriously investigated electrification. I spent a year 
supervising the design and engineering of an electric, high-speed railroad, 
building the partnerships between the government and private sector to make it 
happen. (The line was recently endorsed by local officials and is moving towards 
construction in Dallas.) We need this kind of vision and experience to build 
modern transportation infrastructure in the 6th District that will attract 
businesses here, create jobs during construction, and make our community a 
better, more sustainable place to live. 

Correction System Reform 
 
I support strong, bipartisan action to decrease prison populations and focus our 
attention on rehabilitation, not incarceration. We incarcerate far more non-
violent offenders per capita than any other developed nation, it’s costing our 
taxpayers billions of dollars. 

While I support the current administration’s moves towards rehabilitation and 
fewer drug-based convictions, there is still work that needs to be done. A 
greater focus on rehabilitation and reduced sentences for first-time offenders 



in conjunction with decreased conspiracy laws and drug offences will go a long 
way toward keeping Americans in their homes and neighborhoods, not in prison. 
This is especially important for our youth. Many young people end up on the 
wrong side of the law and then become lifelong criminals by becoming part of 
the criminal justice system rather than being rehabilitated out of it. We need to 
do everything we can to ensure young Americans become positive, contributing 
members of society. 

Support for bills such as the bipartisan Justice Safety-Valve Act of 2013, which 
would shorten mandatory minimums and expand the judicial sentencing safety 
valves, is a great place to start. 

Scientific Research 
 
Nowhere has the government’s private-public partnership efforts yielded more 
progress than scientific research. From the early days of Silicon Valley to the 
ongoing work of DARPA, federal efforts have allowed scientific research to 
flourish. I studied physics in college and worked in a lab dependent on federal 
grants for the important research we did. It is critical that we leverage the scale 
of government to protect and advance the sciences. Scientific research is an 
investment in our economy and an investment in our future. 

University grants, governmental research centers, and DARPA research are the 
key areas where the US government needs to continue allocating funds and 
recruiting the involvement of research scientists. 

Alzheimer’s Disease 
 
Alzheimer’s Disease is one of the greatest health care challenges we face as a 
nation. We have a moral obligation to care for the Baby Boomers who will be 
disproportionately afflicted with the disease, and we have an economic 
responsibility to address the tremendous burden it puts on our country. Yet 
to date, our spending on research and treatment has been paltry at best. 
Alzheimer’s is also an issue that is deeply personal to me. My grandmother 
developed Alzherimer’s at only 63, and I had to grow up watching her slowly 
deteriorate. 

Failure to fund substantial research into a long-term solution for Alzheimer’s will 



result in significantly increased Medicaid and Medicare costs, which will be 
passed on to American taxpayers. 

The federal government has been too slow to implement laws already on the 
books, including the National Alzheimer's Project Act (P.L. 111-375). Its 
implementation needs to continue in earnest, and partisanship is no excuse. In 
Congress, I will reach across the aisle to establish long-term solutions for 
sufficient funding for both Alzheimer's research and treatment. I support the 
HOPE Act (S. 709/H.R. 1507) and similar legislation as a bipartisan answer to this 
national problem. Investments In research today will save time, money, and lives 
in the future. 
 
 

 

 


