
San Francisco Taxi Workers Alliance

D17 Assembly Candidate Questionnaire – Feb. 15, 2020 Election

Thank you for taking the time to reflect on these three questions. Please respond no later than
Friday, January 28, by emailing your form to board@sftwa.org. Candidates’ answers will be
posted on our website: www.sftwa.org.  Thank you!

Feel free to answer on campaign letterhead.  Please limit your answers to 300 words or less.

1. Between 2010 and 2016, the SFMTA sold over 700 taxi medallions to cab drivers, most at a
price fixed at $250,000, and collected $63 million in commission from these sales.  When
Uber and Lyft were illegal startups, however, the city refused to rein them in.  Indeed, San
Francisco gave them its blessing, allowing them to unlawfully operate what were essentially
taxi services in direct competition with its own regulated industry, while the CPUC eventually
legitimized their operations under lax rules that put taxis at a distinct competitive
disadvantage. Taxi drivers’ incomes plummeted, and the value of a medallion crashed. No
medallions have sold in almost six years. Drivers who purchased medallions, overwhelmingly
immigrants of color, viewed owning a medallion as their entry to the middle class; instead,
they have been forced deeper into poverty carrying debt they can’t repay. Covid-19 severely
compounded their plight. Close to 300 purchasers – over 40% – have defaulted on their loans
and many more are at risk of foreclosure, putting their savings, assets, and livelihoods at risk.

Former Assemblymember Lorena Gonzalez expressed a desire to clear the debt of working
Californians, including taxi medallion debt that has fallen on the shoulders of immigrant
workers pursuing the California dream. The SFMTA and the San Francisco Federal Credit Union,
which holds most of the medallion loans, may negotiate some loan forgiveness. In the interest of
justice for these taxi workers, who have served San Francisco for decades,would you support
an additional financial contribution by the State of California to ensure just and equitable
compensation for all purchasers of San Francisco taxi medallions?

Yes. We need leaders both here and in Sacramento who will stand up to corporate interests
and fight for everyday working people and that is why I’m running. I am proud to have the
support of former Assm. Lorena Gonzalez and while I will not get the opportunity to work
alongside her in the Assembly, I look forward to working with her and organized labor to fight
for policies like loan forgiveness for our taxi drivers.
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2. On March 19, 2021, Congressman Gregory W. Meeks (D-NY-5) introduced H. R. 2077, the Taxi
Medallion Loan Forgiveness Debt Relief Act, which amends the I.R.S. Code to make forgiven
taxi-medallion loans exempt from taxation. The Act is co-sponsored by the entire New York
City bipartisan Congressional delegation.

Would you urge San Francisco’s Congressional delegation to support H.R. 2077?

Yes. As Vice Chair of the California Democratic Party I work closely with our Congressional
delegation and other leaders in both the state and federal governments and I would be happy
to urge them to support this important legislation.

3. In response to the California Public Utilities Commission’s inconsistent collection of
information on passenger complaints about assaults and threats on Uber and Lyft rides, some
elected officials have called for reform. Supervisor Rafael Mandelman was among them,
stating in the Public Press:  “Our state leaders need to step up and make significant structural
changes to the CPUC’s relationship with these companies or allow local governments to
implement regulatory plans that meet the needs of our communities.” In addition to issues of
public safety, the CPUC allows an unlimited number of Uber and Lyft vehicles to operate in
San Francisco, threatening our ability to respond seriously to the climate crisis.

Do you agree that the CPUC must have stricter rules for TNCs, including capping the number
of vehicles, or else allow local jurisdictions to implement their own regulations?

Yes. We must remain vigilant to the influence of these new “gig-economy” companies. We saw
last year with prop 22 that they are willing and able to spend hundreds of millions of dollars
to subvert our democracy. I have never been afraid to fight for regulations to ensure that
workers are treated fairly and to make sure the corporations end predatory practices. As a
Supervisor I closed a loophole that had been allowing companies to avoid providing
legally-mandated healthcare to their employees.

I absolutely agree with Supervisor Mandelman, and I am proud to have his support in this
race as well.  Regulatory issues like these illustrate how critical it is to elect leaders who are
free from corporate influence. I am running without taking a single dollar from corporations
because I want to be accountable to YOU not to them.
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