
San Francisco District 11 Democratic Club 
Questionnaire for Candidates – 2016 Candidates 

 
PLEASE USE THIS TEMPLATE TO RESPOND ELECTRONICALLY TO 

info@sfd11dems.com by Friday, March 25, 2016 by midnight. 
Our PAC meetings are scheduled for Sat., April 2 & Sun., April 3, 2016 from 10am-4pm each day.  

If you have a preferred time to schedule, please contact info@sfd11dems.com.  Otherwise, you 
will receive time an email to sign up for timeslots. 

 
1. Name:  Myrna Melgar 
2. Address:  44 Entrada Court, SF CA 94127 
3. Telephone/Cell phone:   415-627-8399 
4. Email address:  melgarsf@gmail.com 
5. What office are you running for? DCCC - 19 

 
 

 
6. What is your political affiliation?   How long? Democrat, since I 

became a citizen in 1995. 
 
 

7. Please list your campaign manager and contact info? Tim Hester 415 
235 2842 

 
 

8. What is the major source of your campaign funding? Contributions 
from friends and family 

 
 

9. What office are you running for? Why? I want to be a member of the 
Democratic County Central Committee because I add my voice as a 
public servant, an advocate, a mother and San Franciscan.  I see the 
relationship that exists between issues of land use, equity, 
affordable housing, education, environmental protection, and 
resource allocation.  I have learned that what makes sense is not 
always what gets implemented, and that political power, 
relationships, organizing, and community education are all essential 
in problem solving and creating change. 

 
 
 

10. What are your qualifications for this office? 
I have spend most of my career in public service - in the nonprofit sector 
and in government working on affordable housing, community and 
economic development, education, and social and economic justice.  I am 
currently the Executive DIrector of a youth development agency in the 



 
Mission District providing services to low income children, youth and 
families. I am currently serving a third term as a member on the Building 
Inspection Commission as its Vice President (and president of the 
Commission’s appeals board).  I am also a member of the Bilingual 
Community Council of the SFUSD- charged with the implementation of the 
Lau Consent decree.  I was the Director of Homeownership Programs for 
the City for 7 years, administering the inclusionary housing program, 
downpayment assistance and housing rehabilitation programs for low 
income San Franciscans.  I worked for Supervisor Eric Mar as his 
legislative aide, staffing the land use and economic development 
committee, which he chaired.  Additionally, I serve as the Treasurer of the 
Board of Directors of Instituto Familiar de la Raza, a community based 
agency providing mental health services to the community.  I am also a 
member of the Steering Committee of the Roadmap to Peace Initiative - a 
community collaborative of service providers addressing the needs of 
youth most at risk of street violence. 
 
On a personal level - I love this City;  it is my home since my family 
immigrated here from Central America when I was a teenager.  I am a 
mother of three girls who were born and raised in San Francisco, and I 
want to do my part to insure that the Democratic County Central Committee 
represents the values and issues of San Franciscans like me. 
 
 
  
 
 
 

11. Identify the three most important issues for the position you seek? 
What are the solutions you see for these specific issue areas or how 
will you work to tackle them? 

12. Expand and invest in alternative models of housing, for example 
community land trusts, and coop housing.   

13. Expand the definition of household, and develop local funding 
mechanisms for both construction financing and individual financing.   

14. Expand homeownership opportunities for civil servants and nonprofit 
workers.  Increase taxes on property owners and the real estate transfer 
tax.   

15. Pursue mechanisms to incentivize suburban municipalities to meet their 
RHNA obligations. 



 
16. Increase investment of the Navigation Center model, and replicate it in all 

neighborhoods 
17. Require pay equity for any businesses or agencies contracting with the 

City, Airport, Port or SFUSD for women and transgender people 
18. Institute neighborhood preference for new affordable housing 
19. Invest in models that increase high school graduation rates for Latino and 

African American Youth 
 
 
 
 

20. District 11 has more children, more ethnic diversity and more 
homeowners than any other district in San Francisco. These are just 
a few of the unique features of this district.  If elected, describe the 
priorities of your office for District 11.  

 
Affordable housing, including affordable homeownership, and Education equity. 
 
 

21. What is your position on the following Measures and local issues, 
please mark your preference clearly and add short comments: 
 

Measure AA: San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority “Clean and Healthy Bay” 
Parcel Tax 
Support     
 
 
 
Position on the need for economic growth in D11: 
Support    
 
 
 
 
Position on the proposed Medical Cannabis Dispensaries in District 11: 
Oppose 
 
 
Positions on letting SFPD have Tasers: 
 Oppose 
(until there is a better plan to retrain officers on use of force) 
 
Rezoning Mission Street to allow more businesses: 



 
Oppose (I am not sure I understand this question.  I think we need to look 
at the zoning of Mission Street, not to allow more businesses, but rather at 
the existing mix of businessess and whether the current zoning meets 
modern needs) 
 
 
Position on Affordable Housing Density Bonus: 
Support    or    Oppose  Both!  I support the concept, but the current draft 
still needs work.  I am particularly concerned with displacement of existing 
tenants, and small businesses.  Without many more mitigating 
amendments, we could be replicating past redevelopment mistakes. 
 
 
 

 
 

 


