
San Francisco District 11 Democratic Club 
Questionnaire for Candidates – 2016 Candidates 

 
PLEASE USE THIS TEMPLATE TO RESPOND ELECTRONICALLY TO 

info@sfd11dems.com by Friday, March 25, 2016 by midnight. 
Our PAC meetings are scheduled for Sat., April 2 & Sun., April 3, 2016 from 10am-4pm each day.  

If you have a preferred time to schedule, please contact info@sfd11dems.com.  Otherwise, you 
will receive time an email to sign up for timeslots. 

 
1. Name:     Michael Edward Grafton 

 
2. Address:     404B Vicksburg Street, San Francisco, CA  

94114 
P.O. Box 14958, San Francisco, CA  94114-4958 (mailing) 
 

3. Telephone/Cell phone:   (415) 744-4617  
 

4. Email address:  michael.e.grafton@gmail.com  
 

5. What office are you running for?  San Francisco Democratic Party 
County Central Committee from Assembly District 17 

 
6. What is your political affiliation?   Democratic Party 

 
How long?    thirty-six years 

 
 

7. Please list your campaign manager and contact info? 
 
I have no campaign manager at this time.  This is a solo effort. 

 
8. What is the major source of your campaign funding? 

 
I am not formally raising funds at this time, and will self-fund 
my campaign. 

 
9. What office are you running for? Why? 

 
I am running for a slot on the San Francisco Democratic Party County 
Central Committee from Assembly District 17.  The central committee has 
three major charges:  registering new voters, voter outreach including 
approval of chartered Democratic Party clubs, and the official Democratic 
Party election endorsements.  The central committee also discusses 
resolutions to forward to the Board of Supervisors and other governing 
and planning bodies.  My interest in the SF DCCC is in making the 
resolution process less risk averse, measuring the success (or failure) of 
these resolutions, and expanding the SF DCCC composition to include 



 
two youth members, and meeting outreach to the eleven supervisorial 
districts.    
 

 
 

10. What are your qualifications for this office? 
 
I am a long term Democrat who is active in the local Democratic Party, but 
not specifically affiliated with any wing of the local party.  I am a member 
for several years of the Noe Valley Democratic Party.   I have been proxy 
to three of the last four state Democratic Party elections, and fulfilled my 
expectations for role of proxy.  I have never held elective office, and often 
are involved in raising funds for Democratic candidates and causes, 
without any specific chartered club affiliation.  Of course, on the SF 
DCCC, the important charge is approving, monitoring, and shepherding 
the chartered clubs through setup and ongoing operations, which I 
strongly support. 

 
11. Identify the three most important issues for the position you seek? 

What are the solutions you see for these specific issue areas or how 
will you work to tackle them? 

 
For the SF DCCC in particular, my focus would be on expanding the 
voting membership of the SF DCCC to include one high school student of 
age 16 to 18, one each for Assembly District 17 and Assembly District 19, 
culled from those students within that age group who are pre-registered to 
vote.   This will bring in youth voices, and encourage citizenship to young 
adulthood and beyond, enfranchising and engaging that population that is 
still under represented in voting. 
 
As a Democrat, the policy areas for SF DCCC resolution is a much longer 
list, but includes: 
 
● Close the Gap and Scrap the Cap:     

 
Close the Gap:   ensuring that 50% of elected office holders at all 
levels of government are women, since women make up roughly 50% 
of the population, and are still disproportionately responsible for 
caretaking duties of both aging adults and children, including affording 
college education.   Our national priorities for the social safety net, safe 
communities, health care, and military spending might change with a 
change in the composition of elected officials. 
 
Scrap the Cap: eliminating the cap on Social Security wages above 
the $ 118,000 ceiling, and using the additional revenue to fund high 



 
quality child care, public university tuition, and other needs that, over 
time.  Of course, the details would have to be worked out, but wage 
parity and limited breaks in the work cycle, plus changes to infant and 
young child leave policies, would make up for the dollars that are being 
put in the short term for social programs that benefit working women. 
 

● Black Lives Matter: I believe that we need to hold law enforcement 
accountable for biased policing and incarceration policies.   To this 
end, Black Lives Matter is the first step.  What really needs to happen 
is a movement to look at Black Wealth Matters.   The areas of focus 
would be, in order: 

 
o restitution and redress by African Americans for being the 

prime targets of the sub prime mortgage default 
 

o eliminating sentencing disparities between African American 
males and the larger population, and providing re-entry into the 
work force for those who have been disproportionately 
incarcerated 
 

o discussion of long term plan for reparations to the descendants 
of African Americans who suffered massive wage theft during 
the two hundred years of sanctioned slavery 

 
● Neighborhood Affordability, Growth, and Sustainability:   My belief is 

that, in order to address housing affordability, we need to increasing 
housing stock, and in order to do that, with limited parcels of land, we 
need to revisit upzoning in some of the heavily impacted 
neighborhoods.  If we decide to upzone, we will have to then make 
sure that those increasingly congested neighborhoods are safe for 
pedestrians, provide viable public transit alternatives, including 
passage to and from Google and other Silicon Valley buses, and look 
into the feasibility of mixed-use urban commerce / green corridors.  
The neighborhoods that are currently highly congested with minimal 
open space are Noe Valley, lower Haight, South of Market, mid-
Market, the 18th Street Corridor between Valencia and Castro, and 
North Beach, to name a few.   Planning on re-routing traffic, enhancing 
public transit alternatives, and creative pedestrian only commercial 
districts would take years, but would enhance the quality of life in these 
neighborhoods. 

 
12. District 11 has more children, more ethnic diversity and more 

homeowners than any other district in San Francisco. These are just 
a few of the unique features of this district.  If elected, describe the 
priorities of your office for District 11.  



 
 
At this point in time, the district level and city wide priority should be 
affordable housing, and maintaining the character of neighborhoods, 
urban pedestrian safety, and green corridors that will accommodate the 
growth in housing units. 
 
As an SF DCCC member, my priorities would have to weigh the needs of 
the entire City and County of San Francisco, while reviewing some of the 
supervisorial specific district needs.   

 
13. What is your position on the following Measures and local issues, 

please mark your preference clearly and add short comments: 
 

Measure AA: San Francisco Bay Restoration Authority “Clean and Healthy Bay” 
Parcel Tax 
Support    or    Oppose 
 
X 
 
 
I cannot find the text of these propositions.  Are they on the ballot?  If not, 
are there pending proposals for the November 2016 ballot?  I am not really 
sure how to answer these, short of answering my “gut feeling” without 
some additional details. 
 
Position on the need for economic growth in D11: 
Support    or    Oppose 
 
X 
 
Position on the proposed Medical Cannabis Dispensaries in District 11: 
Support    or    Oppose 
 
X Support with Safeguards 
 
Positions on letting SFPD have Tasers: 
Support    or    Oppose 
 
 NOT SURE 
 
Rezoning Mission Street to allow more businesses: 
Support    or    Oppose 
 
 NOT SURE 



 
 
Position on Affordable Housing Density Bonus: 
Support    or    Oppose 
 
X Support with Safeguards 

 
 


