
San Francisco Latino Democratic Club 
May 17, 2017 – 6:30 PM -518 Valencia Street, Eric Quesada Center 
Monthly General Membership Meeting 
  
Agenda Item: Call to Order/Introductions 
Discussion: Jon Jacobo called the meeting to order. Jon asked the membership and guests to introduce themselves. 
Action: N/A 
  
Agenda Item: Agenda Approval 
Discussion: No discussion 
Action: Motion made to approve the agenda made by Santiago Lerma, seconded by Pepe Rodriguez. Motion 
approved unanimously 
  
Agenda Item: Approval of Minutes 
Discussion: Jon announced that since the co-presidents were not able to attend the meeting he would like to table the 
approval of the minutes until the June meeting. 
Action: Motion made to table the approval of the minutes to the next meeting made by Pepe Rodriguez, seconded by 
Santiago Lerma. Motion approved unanimously. 
  
Agenda Item: Board Report 
Discussion: No discussion. 
Action: N/A 
  
Agenda Item: Equality March Sponsorship (Kelly Rivera Hart) 
Discussion: Jon announced that since the speaker was not present and the item was moved to the end of the agenda. 
Action: N/A 
  
Agenda Item: Panel on SFMTA, Public Outreach & the “Red Carpets” 
Panelists: Glen Urban, Business Owner, Geary Blvd, Erick Arguello, Calle 24 Cultural District, Paula Katz, “Save 
Our L-Taraval Stops” Roberto Hernandez, Mission resident 
Discussion: Panelists introduced themselves and spoke about the “MTA MUNI Forward” projects (red transit only 
lanes and forced right-hand turns, bus/streetcar stop removals) in their areas. 
  
Glen Urban opened the discussion giving an overview of the origins of the red lanes dating back to 2012 when MTA 
was given the go-ahead to paint the lanes red by the California Traffic Control Devices Committee, (CTCDC). Glen 
stated that MTA were only supposed to install the red lanes on existing dedicated transit lanes which MTA ignored. 
He also reported that the CTCDC would vote to determine if the red lanes will become permanent on May 18, 2017 
and he would let us know the outcome of that vote. 
  
Paula Katz, spoke on MTA’s plan to remove 8 stops and the install boarding islands on almost all stops on the 
L-Taraval line resulting in the removal of all the parking on those blocks (150-175 parking places). The residents 
and businesses organized and 250 residents showed up at the first MTA MUNI community meeting. At that meeting 
the MTA announced what they were going to do and that it was a “done deal” In an effort to reach a compromise the 
group was able to force MTA to do better outreach on why they are having the meeting (removing stops, parking 
etc). MTA agreed to meet with their group. The group was able to get MTA to create a flier that they had input on 
and was done in 4 languages. One of the outcomes of those meetings was the creation of a pilot outreach program 
aimed at reducing the number of drivers that fail to stop when a streetcar is stopped to let passengers off. (NOTE: to 
educate drivers rather than install more transit islands). 
  
David Heller from the Greater Geary Blvd Merchant Associates interjected that they were suing the MTA, SFBOS, 
and the City of San Francisco. 
  



Erick Arguello: Reported that Calle 24 Cultural District, United to Save the Mission and the Mission Merchants had 
been meeting with the MTA. The Mission Merchants had surveyed the merchants and found that 95% had had a 
drop in business and that some have had to close. He noted that they were still losing business. He stated that they 
have had meetings with the MTA and the MTA has refused to budge although they were able to get two forced 
right-hand turns removed. Erick stated the wall was still there (forced right-hand turn at Cesar Chavez and Mission). 
He noted that the MTA was in the process of analyzing what would happen if the wall were to be removed. 
  
Q & A 
Comments and questions from the membership and guests included the following: 

● Suggestion that the BOS author legislation to control MTA 
● As a Democratic Club what can we do? What issues can we target? 
● How to manage conflicting mass transit issues? 

  
Panelists Comments: 
Erick Arguello: The think tanks that develop these plans do not include business owners. They are all young, white 
transit planners. 
As a club, figure out how we can have a voice to put pressure on the city and MTA 
  
Roberto Hernandez: spoke about the history of the low riders and how they sued the city and won. He suggested that 
we get a lawyer and sue. He also suggested that we put a measure on the ballot that would reduce the parking fines, 
which would unite a broad base of voters, and hit the MTA in the pocket. 
  
Paula Katz: suggested that we should put pressure on legislators at the Federal and local level 
  
Santiago Lerma: suggested that we reach out to Peskin as an ally and get it on the public record. 
  
Lila Carrillo took over as chair of the meeting at this point and asked that Brigitte Davila be added to the agenda to 
report on CCSF. 
Action: Motion was made to add Brigitte to the agenda by Jon Jacobo, seconded by Sylvia Alvarez-Lynch. Motion 
approved unanimously. 
  
Agenda Item: CCSF 
Discussion: Brigitte announced that CCSF was now free to attend. She clarified by saying that no fees would be 
charged per unit (prior free City College a fee of $46 per unit was charged). Brigitte handed out cards announcing 
Free CCSF and the Fall schedule and encouraged everyone to sign up for classes. 
Action: N/A 
  
Lila reported on the Press Conference in support of Petra de Jesus’ reappointment to the SF Police Commission and 
the follow up lobbying effort directly after the press conference. Lila reported that Supervisors Sheey and Cohen 
were undecided regarding their vote. 
  
Lila also reported on the Latino Community Foundation summit that she attended on May 16, 2017 in Sacramento. 
Following the summit she, along with others, visited with legislators to share issues impacting the Latino 
community (economic empowerment/civic engagement. Although they were not able to meet with the elected 
officials they did share their thoughts and concerns with their aides. Lila reported that Chiu’s office was more 
engaged while Senator Weiner’s aides, when asked about his commitment to the Latino community, were dismissive 
(gave no answer and referred them to the local office) The group was told that Weiner was not there which they later 
found was not true when the Senator appeared and then quickly left. 
  
Lila stated that there was no treasurer report but that the board is continuing to work on fundraising. She also 
reported that they still want to move the club’s account from B of A to a credit union. 
  
Agenda Item:  Equality March Sponsorship 



Discussion: Lila reported that the organizer had reached out to Lito to sponsor the event on June 11th at 18th and 
Dolores but to date, they had not responded to questions regarding details and expectations of the sponsorship. 
Action: A motion was made by Sylvia Alvarez- Lynch to support the march that she later withdrew. 
Further discussion: Santiago Lerma asked if the group was legit. The purpose of the march was also questioned. 
Erick Arguello said that Kelly had been around for a long time and that they wanted a more diverse group to march 
for economic/social justice. 
Action: Motion was made to defer to the E-board to support or not support the march by Santiago Lerma, seconded 
by Jon Jacobo. Motion approved unanimously. (Note: An email will be sent out and a Facebook event created in the 
event that the E-board makes the decision to sponsor the event.) 
  
Agenda Item: CADEM Convention 
Discussion: The discussion focused on the election of the Chair of the CA Democratic Party. The two leading 
candidates Ellis and Bauman have nothing in their campaign that speaks to the Latino agenda. It was reported that 
Ellis has asked us to write something for her which was seen as an opportunity to push the Latinx agenda to the 
forefront. Brigitte put forth removing big money from politics, reduce the power of the chair, and great transparency 
and accountability. The question was asked-“can we force them to take a position on key issues?”  It was noted that 
the candidates are not required to adopt the party platform. Lila stated that Ellis will be focused on putting money 
into the purple and red counties grass root efforts. 
Action: N/A (Note: at the April meeting the membership endorsed Kimberly Ellis for State Party Chair. 
  
Lito arrived to chair the meeting 
  
Agenda Item: Carnaval 
Discussion: Lito reported that the club will share a table with the Latin@ Young Democrats of San Francisco and 
that he had reached out to Vicky Castro, ED La Raza Centro Legal and the DCCC. DCCC said that would get back 
to him but they haven’t yet. Lito stated that an email had been sent out for volunteers to work the table and that 
another would go out this weekend. 
Action: N/A 
 
Agenda Item: Old Business 
Discussion: A. By-Right SB 35/AB 73 No report was given. B. Day without an Immigrant-Lito reported that the 
event was attended by a broad group of people. He added that he was disappointed that we were not listed as an 
endorsing organization especially since we had signed on at the very beginning. Jon Jacobo ensured the club that he 
would make sure that this didn’t happen again. Santiago reported on the action at ICE the morning of the march. 75 
people from Oakland volunteered to be a part of the action to block the entrance/exits of the building. He also 
described the street mural that was installed that morning that included the words RESIST and NO WALL. 
Action: N/A 
  
Agenda Item: New Business 
Discussion: Santiago reported on Supervisor Jeff Sheehy’s minimum compensation legislation that would raise the 
hourly rate for employees of nonprofits and vendors with contracts with the city from $14.00 (in July) to $16.68. 
Santiago asked for the club’s support. 
Action: Motion was made to support the legislation by Sylvia Alvarez-Lynch, seconded by Brigitte Davila. Motion 
approved unanimously. 
  
Agenda Item: New Business Continued 
Discussion: It was reported that Mission Language and Vocational School (MLVS) was under threat of losing their 
building and that the school’s board was meeting on Thursday, May 18th. Jon Jacobo encouraged everyone to attend 
the board meeting and invite 5 people. There is a planning meeting scheduled for 5:30 pm on that day at Atlas Café 
and will adjourn to the MLVS Board Meeting scheduled for 6 pm at the school. 
Action: Motion was made to support the effort to tell the board to vote No by Jon Jacobo, seconded by Santiago. 
Motion approved unanimously 
  
Agenda Item: New Business Continued 



Discussion: Sue Englander announced the “Howard Grayson LBGT Elder Life Conference” that will take place on 
Saturday, May 20 from 12-4pm at the Cadillac Hotel. She stated that the conference was dedicated to those that lost 
their lives in Orlando at Pulse and that Lito was going to speak at the event. 
  
Agenda Item: Adjourn 
Action: Motion was made to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Santiago. Motion approved unanimously. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


