
 
 

 

 
 
Dear Candidate, 
 
As the San Francisco Latino Democratic Club embarks on our endorsements for the June 2018 
election cycle, your participation in our club questionnaire allows our membership to better 
understand you and where you stand as a candidate. 
 
Our questionnaire consists of a series of short-answer questions (200 words or less) as well as 
simple Yes/No questions. 
 
Please return the completed questionnaire by 11:59 PM Sunday, March 18, 2018.  E-mail all 
questionnaires to our Political Action Committee at pac@sflatinodemocrats.com.  
 
Upon submission of your completed questionnaire, you will receive an invitation to our 2018 
endorsement meeting. 
 
 
Good Luck! 
 
The San Francisco Latino Democratic Club 
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Basic Information 

 
Name (as on Ballot):  Rafael Mandelman  

Occupation (as on Ballot): City College Trustee/Attorney 

Office Sought:   Board of Supervisors, District 8 

Email/Phone: rafael@rafelmandelman.com  

Website: www.rafaelmandelman.com 

Campaign Manager: Kyle Smeallie  

Campaign Consultant: Nate Allbee  

Campaign Budget: $600,000  

Funds Raised to Date:  $400,000 

Professional Experience: (or please append resume) Please see attached bio.  

  

 

Top 5 Political Endorsements: 

● California Nurses Association 

● SEIU 1021 

● Harvey Milk LGBT Democratic Club 

● United Educators of San Francisco  

● Former District 8 Supervisors Mark Leno and Bevan Dufty 

  

 

Memberships and Latino Organizations Actively Involved With: 

 

I have previously been a member of LDC and attended LDC meetings and events and 

have just renewed my membership.  

 

 

Latino/as you have donated funds to for political office: 

 

I have proudly supported many Latino/a candidates for office over the years including 

Ricardo Lara (Insurance Commissioner 2018), Kimberly Alvarenga (Supervisor 2016), 

Mark Sanchez (School Board 2016), David Campos (Assembly 2014) , Brigitte Davila 



 
 

(College Board 2012), Christina Olague (Supervisor 2012), John Avalos (Mayor 2011) and 

Susan Leal (Mayor, 2003).  

 

 

Latino/as you have helped get appointed to Commissions: 

 

I recruited my now-colleage Brigitte Davila to run for the City College Board of Trustees 

in 2012 and supported her successful campaign. After serving as chair of the board at 

the SF LGBT Community Center I recruited Nicholas Gonzalez to replace me as board 

co-chair. As a member of the San Francisco DCCC, I am proud to have supported the 

election of a gay Latino man as Chair and have worked to elect a number of Latino/a 

candidates to that body.  Of course I strongly supported the appointment and 

re-appointment of Petra De Jesus to the Police Commission.  

 

 

QUESTIONS  

 

1. What 3 unique challenges do you believe Latino/as face in San Francisco, and how 

would you work to address those challenges if elected? 

 

1) Homelessness 

The tragedy of homelessness we see playing out every day on our sidewalks and 

other public spaces is the result of housing and health policy failures at the State 

and Federal level. While homelessness impacts everyone in San Francisco, a 

disproportionate number of the people living on our streets are Latino/a. San 

Francisco did not create our homeless problem, but it is up to us to solve it. 

Other cities in America have innovated and succeeded in ending encampments, 

and so can we. But we need an independent voice in City Hall who is 

laser-focused on finding the resources to get our homeless population off the 

streets and into care and ensuring that we spend those resources wisely and 

effectively. We need to expand our Navigation Centers, work aggressively to 

keep vulnerable people housed and get the recently homeless back into housing 

as quickly as possible, build new supportive housing and free up existing 

supportive housing units by moving those who no longer need supportive 



 
 

housing into less expensive, permanent housing, and we need to dramatically 

expand our mental health and drug treatment capacity. San Franciscans read 

about the hundreds of millions of dollars we currently spend on homelessness, 

and do not understand how we can spend this much money and seemingly have 

so little to show for it. I know we can do better.  But that means bold new 

leadership in City Hall that will demand better results – I'm ready to do that 

work. 

  

2) Affordable Housing 

Neighborhoods with a high number of Latino/a residents, including the Mission - 

a portion of which is in District 8, are seeing an epidemic of real estate 

speculation and evictions that are displacing families who have called them 

home for generations. When these families are displaced, few if any can afford 

to stay in their community because of our lack of affordable housing 

opportunities.  As an urban development attorney for cities and nonprofit 

housing developers I have worked on building thousands of affordable housing 

units all over the Bay Area. I want to bring that practical, real world experience 

to the Board, cut through the ideology and pessimism, and get affordable 

housing built here in San Francisco, and especially in District 8. San Franciscans 

can be proud that we are finally meeting our fair share of regional housing 

production of market rate housing, and as Supervisor I will work to ensure that 

we continue to build our fair share of market rate housing;  however, my passion 

is housing for those who cannot rent or purchase at market prices, and we 

continue to woefully underproduce housing at those levels.  I will be a tireless 

advocate for getting more vacant land and existing buildings into public and 

nonprofit ownership, securing the revenue we need to dramatically expand our 

production of below market rate housing and taking a hard look at our existing 

housing programs to ensure we are stretching our finite affordable housing 

dollars as far as possible. 

  

3) The Attack On Our Immigrant Communities  

Many undocumented Latino/a residents of our city have been living in fear ever 

since the election of Donald Trump. Immediately following his election, I acted to 

protect undocumented students and workers at City College by sponsoring and 



 
 

passing our DREAM City resolution. This resolution strengthened our Sanctuary 

Campus policy and created a contingency plan to address full equal vocational 

learning opportunities for undocumented DACA students and to mitigate harm 

to employees upon any revocation of DACA. In late 2017 I supported the 

approval of $700,000 in first-of-it’s-kind funding for additional support services 

for undocumented students. This funding will allow City College to hire 

dedicated financial aid counselors and other support service providers to work 

directly with our undocumented students to ensure that they have the tools they 

need to succeed at CCSF and move on to other educational opportunities or into 

the workforce.  As Supervisor I will continue this commitment to standing up for 

our undocumented residents by fighting every day to maintain and expand our 

city’s Sanctuary City. I will support city-funded legal representation for 

undocumented residents facing deportation and will work hand in hand with the 

Latino/a community to determine legislative solutions to protect our immigrants.  

 

 

2. What efforts would you initiate or improve so Latino/as are equitably empowered in 

the political process? 

 

It is absolutely unacceptable that we currently have no Latino/a representation 

on the Board of Supervisors. As someone who strongly supported Kimberly 

Alvarenga in 2016, I will be committed to ensuring that we either elect or 

appoint a Latino/a to the board as soon as possible. I will also carry on my 

longstanding commitment to supporting the election and appointment of 

Latino/as to important political offices and commissions in San Francisco.  One of 

the most important things that we can do to better empower Latino/as in our 

political process is to continue to expand non-citizen voting rights. I proudly 

supported Prop N in 2016 and as Supervisor will work to ensure its proper 

implementation. I will also be supportive of efforts to expand non-citizen voting 

to all local elections -- not just school board. 

 

 

3. Which candidates did you support in the following elections? 

 



 
 

o 2016 CA State Senate District 11: Jane Kim 

 

o 2016 Board of Supervisors, District 11: Kimberly Alvarenga 

o 2015 Mayor: I did not support any of the 2015 candidates for mayor.  

 

 
PART 2: YES/NO QUESTIONNAIRE 

 
Please answer Yes or No for each question. 
 
General Info Yes      No 
1. Are you registered to vote as a Democrat? X  

2. Do you identify as Latina/o or Latinx?  X 

3. Are you now or have you ever been a member of LDC? X  

 
Tenant/Housing Issues 
4. Did you support SB 35, which pre-empts local discretionary land use 

authority by making approvals of multifamily developments, that meet 

inadequate criteria, “ministerial” actions, thus bypassing the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and public input? 

  

5. Do you support the repeal of Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act? X  

6. Do you support the state density bonus law? X  

7. Do you support SB-827 which mandates denser and taller zoning near 

transit hubs? 

 X 

8. Have you ever been involved as homeowner, buyer or agent in the 

eviction of a tenant? If so, please explain. 

 X 

 
Education & Youth 
9. Are you committed to send your children to K-12 public schools? X  

10. Did you attend K-12 public schools?   X 



 
 

11. Do you support Charter Schools?  X 

12. Did you support Proposition N, the Non-Citizen Voting in School Board 

Elections Amendment in the November 2016 election? 

X  

13. Do you support lowering the voting age to age 16 for local elections? X  

 
Immigration 

14. Do you support allowing noncitizens to vote in local elections, including 

but not limited to school board? 

X  

15. Do you support the prohibition of employers from allowing federal 

immigration agents (ICE) on private business property without a judicial 

warrant? 

X  

16. Do you support or agree with California being a Sanctuary State? X  

 

Police Reform 
17. Should we arm our SFPD with electroshock weapons aka “tasers”?  X 

18. Do you support requiring an independent investigation of all police 

officer-related shootings? 

X  

 
Labor 
19. Do you support a citywide project labor agreement? X  

20. Do you support the nonprofit living wage Minimum Compensation 

Ordinance (MCO) amendment? 

X  

21. Do you support the revenue measure to increase teacher salaries? X  

 
Ethics 
22. Have you ever crossed a union picket line or violated a union boycott?  X 

23. Have you received more than $5,000 from lobbyists for your campaign?  X 

24. Have you received more than $5,000 from market rate housing 

developers or realtors?  

 X 

 
Miscellaneous 



 
 

25. Do you support lifetime term limits for members of the Board of 

Supervisors? 

 X 

 


