
MEDIA RELEASE 8 December 2016 

Prison Break-In: Silverwater's 
Walls Can't Keep People Out

Shooters Fishers and Farmers Party M C Robert Borsak called-on Corrections Minister David 
Elliott to scrap plans to privatise New South Wales prison facilities and services, given reports he's 
received from a whistleblower about the integrity of the perimeter wall at Silverwater Correctional 
Complex.

"I have received reports about a security breach at Silverwater Gaol last October, where individuals 
were able to scale the perimeter fence on Newington Road two days in a row.  

"During this breach, a package containing contraband was placed inside the prison grounds, and I 
am hearing reports from staff that they're concerned for their safety inside the grounds after hours - 
because of the threat of people gaining access from the outside.

"A constituent has advised me that this incident occurred on October 26 and 27 this year and that 
prison staff weren't advised of the breach until October 31.  

"The whole incident occurred under the watch of a private security firm charged with maintaining the 
security of the perimeter wall and was captured on newly-installed CCTV cameras - but nobody 
knew at the time because there isn't sufficient staff to monitor the cameras."

Mr Borsak wrote to the Minister detailing the incident, as relayed to him in detail by a constituent, so 
that it is brought to his attention.

"I'm concerned that this entire incident may have been hushed-up and kept quiet from the Minister.  
However, if David Elliott is indeed aware of the situation, the public have a right to know why it 
occurred and whether there is a risk to the community from potential escapes, or whether staff 
working at the facility are in danger.

"Given this happened under the watch of a private company, I do not know how in good conscience 
Premier Mike Baird or David Elliott can proceed with further privatisation of prison facilities or 
services," he said.

Mr Borsak added that if there is not a satisfactory response from the Minister to these allegations,  
he will be calling for a public Parliamentary inquiry to get to the bottom of the situation. 

MEDIA CONTACT Robert Borsak MLC 02 9230 2573 



The Hon. David Elliott MP 
Minister for Corrections
GPO Box 5341
SYDNEY NSW 2001

office@elliott.minister.nsw.gov.au

Dear Minister,

Private Contractors at Silverwater Correctional Complex and Perimeter Security

I have been advised by a constituent about a concerning situation at Silverwater Correctional Complex 
concerning the integrity of the perimeter fence being secured by private contractors, and the safety of 
Corrective Services employees.  

Since I consider the matter to be serious I wish to bring it to your attention immediately.

The constituent advised me of two breaches of the perimeter fence via Newington Road at Silverwater 
Correctional Complex, one on October 26th and the other on October 27th this year.  They further state that 
during the breaches behind J-Block fence was scaled using a ladder and that contraband was introduced into 
the facility.

I am concerned to learn that the breach was not reported to Corrective Services staff until October 31.
From what I have been advised by this constituent, my understanding is that the entire breach was captured 
on recently-installed CCTV cameras, but there are no staff allocated to monitor the footage.  They also advise 
that this is a result of staffing cutbacks that have produced a situation where only six Corrective Services 
Officers during the night shift were on duty to monitor 600 inmates.

Furthermore, the constituent has advised me that staff at Silverwater Correctional Complex are concerned for 
their safety because of the threat of unsavoury individuals being able to gain access to the prison via the 
perimeter fence.  

On the face of it, this situation deeply concerns me because one would expect that prison facilities designed 
to secure inmates should not be penetrable from the outside, as well as the inside.  My concern is also that 
the private security contractors engaged by the New South Wales Government to secure the perimeter fence 
are not up to standard required to maintain the integrity of our prisons or the safety of Corrective Services 
employees.  I now believe that privatisation plans involving New South Wales prisons must be suspended 
indefinitely in light of this security breach.

The constituent passed on a circular among staff which reads as follows (I have reproduced the document 
below):

7 December 2016

"I would like to bring tour attention to an incident that occurred late Thursday night, early Friday 
morning in the sterile zone behind J block [sic.].



My questions to you are as follows:

1. Is there any truth to the sequence of events outlined by this member of the public?

2. Is this circumstance unique to Silverwater Correctional Complex or are other prisons 
experiencing issues with perimeter security, both inside and outside?  If not, how many such 
breaches have occurred in our State's prisons this year?

3. Can you guarantee the safety of Corrective Services employees at work, given that there is a 
very real threat to staff from people outside the complex?

4. Given these issues with service delivered by private contractors, will you abandon future plans 
to privatise prison facilities and services in New South Wales?

I await your response.

Yours sincerely,

The Hon. Robert Borsak MLC
Shooters Fishers and Farmers Party

"A package was thrown over the fence and landed in the sterile zone.  Later the same 
night a person has placed a ladder against the external wall and climbed over the fence to 
retrieve the package.  Then on Sunday morning a package was retrieved in the sterile 
zone that contained 7 mobile phone, 8 sim cards, and other items [sic.].

"My concern is that if a person is able to gain access to the sterile zone, it is not much of a 
stretch to imagine a person breaching the fence and gaining access to the yards and 
wings.

"In light of this I would advise ALL staff NOT to walk around the centre after hours alone, 
and be extremely vigilant whilst walking around and conducting patrols."




