
RIGHT TO HUNT, FISH 
AND TAKE WILDLIFE.



The sustainable use of our natural resources has always been a part of 
the Australian way of life. For as long as humans have inhabited this 
land, they have hunted, fished, and taken wildlife to sustain themselves 
and their cultures.  
 
New South Wales citizens must have the right to participate in 
the sustainable utilisation of wildlife through a well-regulated and 
enforced system. This includes the hunting and fishing for abundant 
and appropriate native and non-native species and the ability to take 
wildlife such as the collection of shellfish, berries, mushrooms and other 
fruits and plant foods. 
 
Only recently has the “right” to hunt, fish, and take wildlife been drawn 
into question by progressively restrictive Government policies and laws.  
 
Anti-hunting and animal rights organisations would lead the public to 
believe that hunting, fishing, and taking wildlife are a privilege, subject 
to social pressures and prevailing public sentiments, rather than an 
inherent right.  
 
To establish in perpetuity what has been assumed for eons, we must 
enshrine in law the right for citizens to hunt, fish, and take wildlife; and 
to continue a consumptive, responsible, and sustainable use of natural 
wildlife resources. It is part of our natural world; we are all part of the 
long food chain that is life.  
 
Australia’s track record of protecting such rights, especially those that 
emphasise communion with the countryside, the bush, wildlife, and 
the consumptive use of their resources, is constantly declining. The 
continual growth of urban influence and disconnection with the real 
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world increasingly threatens the culture and traditions that hunters, 
fishers and farmers have taken for granted.  
 
New South Wales landscapes, coastlines and rivers have been hunted 
and fished for thousands of years by First Australians. Modern hunting, 
fishing and taking wildlife are a continuation of the over 60,000-year-
old traditions of the First Australians, whose connection to their culture 
is never questioned and continues to this day. It is also a key part of 
the human experience, and the cultural fabric of all non-indigenous 
Australians and these rights must not be constrained by race or religion. 
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Simply passing a “right to hunt, fish and take wildlife pursuant to all 
laws and regulations” amendment does not necessarily guarantee any 
long-term benefits of such laws. We must see amendments to existing 
laws that include the following: 

• Recognition of an individual right to hunt, fish and take wildlife in all 
relevant laws of NSW.  

• Pre-emption of subsequent laws that jeopardise a comprehensive 
right to hunt, fish and take wildlife.  

• Protection of all traditional hunting methods such as firearms, archery 
equipment and hunting with dogs and all other traditional means.  

• Recognition of hunting and fishing as preferred means of managing 
wildlife, rather than unproven contraception schemes and unwarranted 
use of government contract shooters and the use of toxic poisons.  

• A foundational principle of beneficial use of natural resources that 
requires (where appropriate) wildlife resources will not be wasted.  

• Clarification that private property rights are not affected or diminished 
or overridden by these rights so described in legislation.  

• The ability to request and seek permission to hunt on public land 
and all public land management plans, including National Parks and 
Reserves are to include a land use sector allocation policy that includes 
the hunting sector. 

• The establishment of a strong regulatory framework that resources 
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the proper enforcement of rules, regulations, seasons and limits, 
including mandatory fines/sentencing for illegal killing and cruelty.  

Such legislation is necessary to protect our Australian way of life – our 
heritage, culture and traditions.  
 
The Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party will work to secure these rights 
for all NSW citizens.
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