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Australia has enjoyed many many decades of security and peace since the 
wars of the last century. The ANZUS treaty has stood Australia well during 
these times and will continue to be the cornerstone treaty of alliance with 
the United States and New Zealand. Also, the development of the five eyes 
alliance focusing on the growth of China as a regional power will become 
increasingly more important to Australia in the future.

We as a nation must become more self-reliant in our defence posture, as the 
growth of China as a Communist expansionary state, seeking to control and 
dominate the Pacific region and our part of the world creates a clear and 
developing danger, especially over the next 10-30 years. If Australia is to be 
able defend itself properly over this period of time and beyond, we must 
become self-reliant within our defence industries and build defence supply 
chains in Australia. We must ensure that we are able to exclude China from 
those supply chains should we end up in a stand-off or hot war engagement.

The current government strategic build up started in 2020, is a good starting 
point but does not go far enough or fast enough in ensuring that Australia 
will be self-sufficient in the long term from a self-defence point of view. We 
must build our defence capability to maximise Australian involvement of our 
industries and high-tech defence and manufacturing capacity.

The only way that Australia can build a viable and credible defence posture 
that would be able to deter Communist China from aggressive and coercive 
activity, is the development of an onshore nuclear capability. With this 
goes the requirement for the development of launch and delivery systems 
whether from land, from the sea or air. Keeping Australia’s sea lanes open 
within the region and building capability to do this be it by naval build up or 
having forward deployments in our region, is essential.

Our defence forces would need to develop short medium and long range 
intercontinental ballistic missile delivery systems to enable this self-defence 

WHAT WE BELIEVE



path.

Australian must now move to an asymmetric defence development 
strategy that would spend larger amounts on the development of a new 
native nuclear capability and the commensurate delivery systems. A 
nuclear deterrence capability is the only viable long-term strategy that will 
guarantee Australian security and our position as a peaceful democratic 
nation. Spending large amounts of the defence budget on infantry, tanks, 
armoured vehicles, and other related hardware, will not address the medium 
to long-term deterrent requirements to defend against a threat such as 
Communist China.

WHAT WE BELIEVE - con.



1. Immediately increase our defence investment to 3% of GDP per annum, 
increasing over the next 20 years to 4% and then to 5% of GDP. 

2. Build world-class naval shipyards, that will construct Australian made 
vessels, building as many as an extra 150 according to Naval capability 
requirements for short and long-distance strategic defence deployment.

3. Further develop the Attack class submarine project to deliver an extra 
10 submarines, ensuring that they have nuclear weapon attack and strike 
capability.

4. Further invest in the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program, to increase their 
numbers along with further development of marine patrol aircraft and 
electronic attack aircraft. 

5. Support immediate repeal of the federal anti-nuclear legislation that 
currently prohibits the development of a nuclear defence option stance.

6. Invest in development of the full range of missile attack and defence 
systems whether short, medium, or long range. 

7. Continue the current level of development and investment in the Australian 
army.

8. Conduct a critical review of Australia’s strategic assets and utilities to ensure 
that there are not opportunities for undue foreign influence. This needs to 
include ports, electricity networks, water supplies, fuel supplies and other key 
assets. Where issues are identified, swift action must be taken to address the 
issue in perpetuity, removing the threat of foreign interference.   
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