
 

Proposition 46: Drug & Alcohol Testing of Doctors, Medical Negligence Initiative 

 

What is the public policy change if Prop 46 becomes law? 

Requires drug and alcohol testing of doctors and reporting of positive test to the California Medical Board. Requires 

California Medical Board to suspend doctors pending investigation of positive test and take disciplinary action if 

doctor was impaired while on duty. Requires doctors to report any other doctor suspected of drug or alcohol 

impairment or medical negligence. Requires health care practitioners to consult state prescription drug history 

database before prescribing certain controlled substances. Re-adjusts the state's limit from $250,000 to over $1 

million on damages that can be assessed in medical negligence lawsuits. 

What are the arguments for and against this Prop 46? 

For: Against: 

- Medical negligence is the third leading cause of 

death in the country behind only heart disease 

and cancer (Journal of Patient Safety). Protect 

patients against medical negligence. 

- The California Medical Board estimates that 

almost one-in-five doctors suffer from drug/alcohol 

abuse. Leading medical safety experts have 

called for random drug testing to curb substance 

abuse and ensure patient safety.  

- Holds doctors accountable for substance abuse 

due to unethical prescriptions. Drugs prescribed 

by doctors caused or contributed to nearly half of 

recent prescription overdose deaths in Southern 

California (Los Angeles Times 2012). 

- Trial lawyers drafted this proposition seeking to 

change current law to file more medical lawsuits 

against health care providers. This initiative will 

increase healthcare costs more than $1,000/year 

in higher health costs for a family of four 

- Hurts patient privacy by establishing a database. 

This proposition would establish a statewide 

database of Californians’ personal medical 

prescription information for medical professionals.  

- Increase number of doctors leaving California. If 

you’re a doctor in a rural area or a low-income 

area, a dramatic increase in your medical 

malpractice insurance premiums could make a big 

difference to your ability to practice. 

Who is supporting and opposing Prop 46? 

Supporting: Opposing: 

- Majority Leader Representative Nancy Pelosi 

- Senator Barbara Boxer 

- Consumer Watchdog 

-Consumer Attorneys of California 

- California Medical Association 

- Service Employees Union International of CA 

- American Civil Liberties Union of CA 

- California Teachers Association 

 


