
Please submit your completed questionnaire in word format by email to Secretary Chris 
Gembinski (chrisgembinski@gmail.com) no later than 10:00 pm on Wednesday, December 
31st, 2014.  An up-to-date digital photograph is also required.  (All of this information will be made 
available to the membership.) Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, and 
please visit www.sfyd.org to familiarize yourself with the SFYD bylaws. 

THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK! 

The San Francisco Young Democrats 

Information on Election Day  

The election will be held during our next Club meeting on Wednesday, January 14th, 2014. 
So save that date on your calendar. All candidates will have an opportunity to speak and take 
questions prior to the vote. Uncontested elections will likely receive a voice vote. In contested 
elections, the candidate with the most votes wins, under the rules of approval voting. 

CANDIDATE INFORMATION 

Name as it will appear on the ballot: 

  
 2.   Office Sought: TREASURER 
 3.   Are you the incumbent?       YES             
 4.   Are you a Voting Member in Good Standing of SFYD? YES  
5. How many years have you been a member of SFYD or other YD Chapters? 2 
6. How long have you been a registered Democratic voter? 10 YEARS 

 Contact Information: 

First Name Middle Initial or Nick Name (if any) Last Name

Matt A Herrick

http://www.sfyd.org


BACKGROUND 

Beginning with the most recent position, please list previous leadership and elected roles in the 
Young Democrats and other relevant Political or Leadership Organizations. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

1) Why are you running, and what makes you particularly qualified for this position? 

I want SFYD to be the premiere political organization in San Francisco, to rival the Alice B. 
Toklas Democratic Club. In order to achieve that level of influence, I need to concentrate 
on fundraising for SFYD, as I have done in 2014, so that SFYD can host the events, make 
the political contributions, and fund the political advertising that makes us an effective 
and relevant organization within the City’s political power dynamic. 

2) What are the main challenges facing SFYD as an organization in the context of this 
position?  How will you address those issues if elected?  (If you are the incumbent, 
please list at least three concrete accomplishments in the office.) 

In my past year on the board, one of the greatest challenges to SFYD that I’ve observed is 
commitment to the organization, from the board specifically. In 2014, there was substantial 
turnover on the board. It is the reason why I am the incumbent treasurer (I was appointed to fill a 
vacancy). If SFYD is to become the premiere political organization in San Francisco, it requires a 
professional-level of commitment from its elected board. SFYD needs committed members to 
serve in its leadership, people who can take their board commitments seriously and put the 
required level of effort into their positions. The role of treasurer is one of the most time-intensive 
roles on SFYD’s board. The treasurer is responsible for quarterly campaign finance filings and 
other onerous tasks that the City and State impose upon political organizations. In 2014, I fulfilled 
these duties faithfully. By running for reelection, I intend to not only serve out my full-term, but I 
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also intend to put in the number of hours a week that that’s required to take this organization to 
the next level. 

3) Identify two challenges facing young people in the context of the position you seek?  
What specific commitment will you make to address these issues if elected? 

The two biggest challenge facing anyone in my role are fundraising in light of our past 
endorsements, and secondly, making those endorsements matter. Many of our endorsed 
candidates and ballot measures failed in the 2014 election. The winning campaigns may be in the 
mood to settle scores, so it is my obligation to position SFYD as future-focused, so that we can 
continue to maintain our influence and fundraising abilities. One of my big goals for 2015 is to 
repair the relationship between SFYD and David Chiu, between SFYD and Scott Wiener (who 
authored Measure E). Politicians like Chiu and Wiener will be around for a long time, and it is in 
the best interest of our club to heal the divides that appeared due a previous election, so that the 
club can survive and thrive in the years ahead. 

Secondly, regardless of who we endorse, we need to make those endorsements matter. SFYD 
needs to run an effective field and paid advertising campaign on behalf of our endorsed 
candidates, so that campaigns and politicians continue to view our club with respect and take the 
time to earn our endorsement. 

4) If elected, what ideas and commitments would you put forward to engage more of 
California’s (and San Francisco’s) young people in the political process? What 
specifically would you do to accomplish this goal? 

One of my biggest criticisms of the club has always been that we cater to our 21+ years old 
membership, by always meeting in bars, and that our meetings always take place in the “whiter,” 
more gentrified areas of the City, such as SOMA, the Marina, and the Mission. SFYD is supposed 
to serve young democrats between the ages of 14-35, so it is imperative that we do outreach to 
high schools within San Francisco, so that we engage younger residents of the City that we are 
supposed to represent. We also need to host meetings in areas of the City that we have never 
touched before, such as the Bayview, the Richmond, the Sunset, and the Excelsior. If we are the 
San Francisco Young Democrats, then we need to represent all young democrats in San 
Francisco, those who can’t legally drink and those who live in all farther-flung neighborhoods of 
San Francisco, such as myself (a proud Richmond District resident). 

5) Please describe in sufficient detail at least one accomplishment that has improved the 
lives of young people.  These examples should illustrate effective skills and capabilities 
that would apply to the office you are seeking.  These accomplishments may have 
occurred at any time in your personal, professional, or public life.  

One of my proudest accomplishments on behalf of young people was my 
advocacy for a skate park for kids of the South Bay Area. Skater kids in my 
hometown of Los Gatos were constantly being cited by the police for illegally 
skating on public and private property, but what was their recourse? There was no 
public skate park within 15 miles of Los Gatos, which may as well as been 1000 
miles because most affected skaters were too young to drive. I, along with several 
other high school students, petitioned the town council for funds and approval to 
build and maintain a town skate park. Although the town chose to not fund and 



build its own park, we did convince the City to fund another skate park, in Santa 
Clara, which was built with the support of several local south bay municipalities. 

EXPERIENCE 

Please list or describe your current and past activities in the community in which you have 
acquired skills relevant to the office you are seeking.  Include your roles in these activities and 
when you were involved in them.  Involvement may include many areas such as family, 
neighborhood, community, employment, or public life.  Please explain how your experiences 
would make you an effective advocate for young people as an elected SFYD office holder. 

Treasurer, San Francisco Young Democrats: 2014-Present 

Political Fundraiser: 2007-Present 

Fellow, United States House of Representatives: 2007 

Executive Vice President, UC San Diego Associated Students: 2006 


