
Please submit your completed questionnaire in word format by email to Secretary Chris 
Gembinski (chrisgembinski@gmail.com) no later than 10:00 pm on Wednesday, December 
31st, 2014.  An up-to-date digital photograph is also required.  (All of this information will be made 
available to the membership.) Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions, and 
please visit www.sfyd.org to familiarize yourself with the SFYD bylaws. 

THANK YOU AND GOOD LUCK! 

The San Francisco Young Democrats 

Information on Election Day  

The election will be held during our next Club meeting on Wednesday, January 14th, 2014. 
So save that date on your calendar. All candidates will have an opportunity to speak and take 
questions prior to the vote. Uncontested elections will likely receive a voice vote. In contested 
elections, the candidate with the most votes wins, under the rules of approval voting. 

CANDIDATE INFORMATION 

Name as it will appear on the ballot: 

  
 2.   Office Sought: VP Internal 
 3.   Are you the incumbent?            No        
 4.   Are you a Voting Member in Good Standing of SFYD? Yes!  
5. How many years have you been a member of SFYD or other YD Chapters? 1 
6. How long have you been a registered Democratic voter? 7 

 Contact Information: 

First Name Middle Initial or Nick Name (if any) Last Name

Sarah R.  Horvitz

http://www.sfyd.org


BACKGROUND 

Beginning with the most recent position, please list previous leadership and elected roles in the 
Young Democrats and other relevant Political or Leadership Organizations. 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

1) Why are you running, and what makes you particularly qualified for this position? 

I believe I can bring enthusiasm, passion, and a unique perspective to the SFYD board.  Since 
high school, I’ve organized students and youth to mobilize behind candidates and issues that 
represent our interests as the next generation of voters. In my professional career, I’ve helped 
manage multiple ballot initiative campaigns and fundraised for a major political non-profit giving 
me a set of skills that I hope to use to grow SFYD. I believe my strong background in local politics 
will help me strengthen SFYD’s membership and build on the club’s successes in 2014.

2) What are the main challenges facing SFYD as an organization in the context of this 
position?  How will you address those issues if elected?  (If you are the incumbent, 
please list at least three concrete accomplishments in the office.) 

SFYD is a huge organization with a diverse membership, which makes us a great club to be part 
of. By working with the new VP External, I plan to hold more events that will appeal to our diverse 
membership and engage them more in the club. There are many opportunities to be involved in 
local politics in San Francisco and many of our members might not know what they can do other 
than occasionally show up to a meeting.  

3) Identify two challenges facing young people in the context of the position you seek?  
What specific commitment will you make to address these issues if elected? 

There are many people in San Francisco that want to be more engaged in the political 
process but aren’t currently active. By working closely with the VP External, we can reach 
more youth in San Francisco and engage them in the club and help make them active 
members of the San Francisco political community.  

4) If elected, what ideas and commitments would you put forward to engage more of 
California’s (and San Francisco’s) young people in the political process? What 
specifically would you do to accomplish this goal? 

• Expand and strengthen SFYD's membership by recruiting new members and engaging 
current members through events, activities, and community outreach 

• Co-host events with Democratic clubs and leadership organizations across the Bay Area 
• Continue to bring high quality speakers to events and host informative discussions 
• Bring the largest delegation of SFYD members to the 2015 Democratic Convention 

Office/Role E l e c t i v e /
Appointive?

Dates Held Leadership Role (if any)

Vice Chair, Issues and 
Actions

Appointed 7/14-1/15



• Build upon the success of the 2014 Ball in Blue to have an even more successful 2015 
BiB 

5) Please describe in sufficient detail at least one accomplishment that has improved the 
lives of young people.  These examples should illustrate effective skills and capabilities 
that would apply to the office you are seeking.  These accomplishments may have 
occurred at any time in your personal, professional, or public life.  

Since moving to San Francisco I’ve worked on numerous ballot initiatives but by far the most 
important one I’ve been apart of was Prop A for City College in 2012. We successfully built a 
strong coalition of teachers, students, and activists to pass a parcel tax to help keep the doors 
open at the City College of San Francisco. This SF institution provides a pathway for people to 
receive job training or continue their educations at a 4-year school. My work on the Prop A 
campaign included building a diverse coalition and mobilizing everyone to save City College. 
These skills will be very helpful to build SFYD’s membership and engaged new and old members 
in the club’s activities.  

EXPERIENCE 

Please list or describe your current and past activities in the community in which you have 
acquired skills relevant to the office you are seeking.  Include your roles in these activities and 
when you were involved in them.  Involvement may include many areas such as family, 
neighborhood, community, employment, or public life.  Please explain how your experiences 
would make you an effective advocate for young people as an elected SFYD office holder. 

• Current SFYD Issues and Actions Vice Chair 
• Managed SFYD's endorsement process and field program for 2014 elections 
• Helped plan major SFYD events including Ball in Blue and the December Holiday Party 
• Worked on numerous San Francisco ballot initiatives as a grassroots organizer and 

community leader 
• Current participant in the Jewish Federation’s LGBT leadership program 


