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Dear Friends,

June symbolizes the end of the academic year and the beginning of summer vacation. I will 
say this June was particularly busy as we launched the Donna Johnson Memorial Scholarship, 
a scholarship created in honor of my mother who I lost way too soon as a result of domestic violence.  
 
Because of my personal experience, I have remained a staunch advocate for domestic violence victims and 
survivors throughout my career and community work. On 
June 25th, we hosted the inaugural scholarship event honoring 
my mother at the Boys and Girls Club of Newark. We awarded 
scholarships totaling $10,000 to five deserving Newark students 
that have personally been impacted by domestic violence. 
In addition, we were blessed with survival testimonials 
from three women that were victims of domestic violence.  
 
For those that were unable to join us for this memorable 
occasion, view the video http://youtu.be/-SG74mjTLwo
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Letter From Shavar

I would like to recognize and give a heart 
felt thanks to the following individuals: 
 
Our event speakers: Anne Alston, 
Annette Johnson, Shanda Harris and 
Paula White

The scholarship selection committee: 
Susan Ann Caufield, Shari Genser, Liza 
Gross, Natalie Guy, Everett Johnson, 
Dana Murray, and Towanda MacEachern

The mentors to our scholarship 
recipients: Anne Alston, Rosa Farias, 
Rashon Hasan, Stacie Newton and Dr. 
Chris Pernell 

Please join me in congratulating these amazing young scholars who have incredibly bright futures in front of them. 
Additional pictures from the event are below:

These are our scholarship recipients: Yenniffer Hurtado ~ American History High School ~ Rider College | Samiyah 
Lucas ~ Newark Collegiate Academy ~ Clark Atlanta University | Zarreah Dent ~ West Orange High School ~ Spelman 
College | Al-Shakinah Campbell ~ American History High School ~ Kean University | Aja Suber ~ North Star Academy 
High School ~ Albright College
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In addition to our inaugural scholarship event, I was honored to partake 
in quite a few community events. Below you will find a snapshot of a few 
opportunities to serve provided by local organizations doing great work 
for our communities this past month:



Leadership Newark Gala, Newark, NJ (6/2/15) 
I kicked off the month celebrating the success of a few good friends that I greatly admire as 
they were recognized at the 17th Annual Leadership Newark Gala, an organization that I am 

proud to support as an alumnus. Honorees include:
 

Mashea M. Ashton, Newark Charter School Fund
Kimberly Baxter McLain, Foundation for Newark’s Future 

James R. Gonzalez, MPH, FACHE, President & CEO, University Hospital 
Lillian Plata, Esq., McManimon, Scotland, Baumann, LLC

Marjorie Perry, MZM Construction
The Hanini Group, LLC

Anthony Campos, LN ‘09, Police Chief, Newark Police Department
Stan Holland, LN ‘09, Berkeley College

Events & Speaking Engagements



Rally to Oppose Bill Limiting Charter School 
Expansion, Maplewood, NJ (6/9/15)

http://www.nj.com/opinion/index.ssf/2015/06/a_bill_that_holds_charter_kids_hostage_editorial.html#incart_river 

 
I joined over 100 charter school parents and advocates as we rallied in 
opposition to a proposed bill that will block charter school expansion 
across New Jersey for 3 years. I am a strong proponent of parental choice 
and firmly believe that NO ONE should dictate the education options we 
have for our children. #mychildmychoice #handsoffourfuture



Citizen Schools WOW!  
At Chancellor Avenue Elementary School (6/11/15)

I was honored to serve as a VIP Judge for Citizen Schools 
New Jersey’s WOW! I am so proud of the young Newarkers 
that demonstrated their knowledge of Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).

The Coalition of House Music Entertainment (COHME)   
Community Unity Festival, Weequahic Park (6/20/15)

As a long time supporter of COHME’s annual festival, I enjoyed another successful event celebrating family, community 
and house music. Congratulations to Charles Mitchell (founder and organizer) on another successful event!



Camden Street 
School Graduation 
Newark, New Jersey (6/22/15)

A special “Thank you” to Principal Sam Garrison and 
the Camden Street School community. I was honored 
to deliver the keynote address to the inspiring and 
enthusiastic graduates that have an incredible future 
in front of them. Best of luck to the Class of 2015!

New Jersey Institute 
for Social Justice  
10th Annual Gala  
(6/17/15)

I was proud to support Ryan Haygood and 
his staff at NJISJ for the 10th Annual Gala 
as they appealed to community leaders 
to “Stand with Us” in the fight for social 
justice for all.



KIPP’S “BE THE CHANGE” GALA  
NJPAC (6/20/15)

 
My family attended KIPP’s Be The Change Gala supporting an 
organization that makes a difference in so many young lives.

— Shavar

Have a safe and enjoyable summer!!!
 Best,


