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What is the Refugee Crisis? 

“You have to understand, that no one puts their children in a boat 
unless the water is safer than the land” - Warsan Shire

There are over 59.5 million displaced people around the world, the 
highest lever ever recorded. 42,500 people are forced to leave their 
homes everyday due to military conflicts. 

Economic devastation and climate change are also forcing families out 
of their homes. World Bank-funded projects displaced 3.4 million 
people over the past decade and by the year 2020 it is expected that 
there will be 50 million climate refugees, mostly from the African 
continent. 

North American and European countries and their corporations are 
partly responsible for creating this unprecedented displacement. 
Canada is carrying out military campaigns in places like Syria and 
Afghanistan. Canada’s refusal to take action on the climate is 
accelerating climate catastrophe. Canada allows its mining 
corporations like Nevsun and Goldcorp to commit four times as many 
violations as other countries.  

Because Canadian government policies and corporations are 
responsible, we have a responsibility to end Canada’s role in forced 
displacement around the world and on these Indigenous lands. 
#RefugeesWelcome is a call for the freedom to stay, move and return.

The deaths of Alan, Ghalib and Rehana Kurdi have awakened many to a 
global crisis.  This crisis isn’t inevitable. We can act together to insist: 
#RefugeesWelcome!
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How Has Canada Responded to the Refugee Crisis?
More than half of the world’s entire refugee population comes from 
Afghanistan, Syria and Somalia. Pushed out of their homes, migrants and 
refugees face tremendous violence in search of freedom. Despite this, 
thousands are crossing borders into Europe everyday in one of the largest 
collective acts of civil disobedience in recent history. Inspired by this courage, 
communities of people in Europe have risen up to welcome them. Over 30 
communities in Canada have done the same.

Canada has taken less than 10% of the completely inadequate 10,000 Syrian 
refugees that it promised, while refugees from all countries are 
systematically turned away. Decades before the current crisis, Canada 
airlifted 5,000 people from Kosovo in the late 1990s, 5,000 from Uganda in 
1972, and 60,000 Vietnamese in 1979-80. But in the whole of 2015, Canada only 
assisted 188 refugees from Syria and only 7,573 refugees from the entire 
world.

Many refugees therefore make refugee claims within Canada. But refugee 
acceptance rates have fallen 30% under the current government. Refugee 
seekers in Canada have fewer avenues to immigration status, face mandatory 
imprisonment for them and their children, a two-tier system that 
discriminates based on nationality, and lack of access to adequate healthcare 
and social assistance. With reduced numbers of family sponsorships, 
refugees like other immigrants, cannot reunite with their families. 

#RefugeesWelcome calls for justice and dignity for all refugees and migrants, 
which means: 
 •  An overhaul of the refugee system
 •  Permanent residency
 •  Labour protections
 •  End to detentions and deportations
 •  Full social and economic equality

“Welcome” means more than simply entering Canada; it is a call for 
transformation of the structures of the country to ensure full racial, gender, 
economic, and social justice for all.

What Can I Do?
Pledge your Home to Welcome Refugees at RefugeesWelcome.ca. 
Find an event near you or Organize one with the help of our Toolkit at: 
www.RefugeesWelcome.ca. 
Learn about Key Discriminatory Changes to Canadian Immigration and 
Refugee Policy at NeverHome.ca

/NoOneIsIllegalNetwork

@nooneisillegal
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