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National Park Service U5 Deparamen o e neror £ B0

Rivers. Trails. and
Conservation Assistance
Program

With our Partners:
e Protect 1,000 miles of river
e Create over 2,000 miles of trails

e Conserve more than 70,000 acres of open space



Shiawassee River Water Trail....

v’ Essential Elements

v Variety of Water Trails

v National Water Trails Program
v' Michigan Water Trail Efforts

v' Best Management Practices -Shiawassee River WT
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The Water Trails are defined as...

3 Recr '?f.f‘"**son waterways
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Every water trail must have:

d A local managing
organization to care about
and manage the trail.

O Support by the local
community and local
government.

&’ O A minimum level of public
access to support a trail
experience.

Q Public information provided
online or in print to market
the trail to potential trail
users, to help them find the
trail, plan their trip, use the
trail safely, and learn about
the natural/cultural
resources



Historic Water Trails

About Us | News & Press | Contact Us | For Kids | For Educators | Get Involved | Text Size: /A A
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e Captain John Smith Chesapeake I f) My Adventure Planner )

National Historic Trail
i -

“ The Chesapeake Native Americans Captain John Smith Visit the Trail Things to Do “. i About the Trail

| <. ADVENTURE|

» VISIT mae TRAIL

The Past and the Present The Past and the Present Liearn About the Voyages of

CHESAPEAKE BAY AMERICAN INDIANS CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH




Wilderness Water Trails

Paddle an historic 740-mile waterway
through New York, Vermont, New
Hampshire, Québec and Maine!




Long Distance Water Trails

Lake Michigan Water Trail - 1600 miles

760 miles Michigan Shoreline



Urban Water Trai ls
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Inland Waterways
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!4 FOUNDATION ‘

Rl J i
Participation in canoeing has
grown from 7% to 10% ,
participation in rafting has
doubled from 4% to 8% and
participation has grown
across all kayaking segments
at roughly the same rate.

12%

9%

6%

3%

0%

Paddle Sports Participation
(2009-2012)

= Canoeing

= Rafting

2009

Kayaking has enjoyed steady growth since 2006

2010

2011

2012

Kayaking- Recreation/
Sit-on-Top

= Kay aking-
Touring/Sea

- Kayaking- Whitewater



http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/research
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Estimated Annual Impact of all Paddlers in the Midwest

Participants 4.6 million
Trip Related Spending $1.78 billion
Gear Related Spending  $433 million
Total Tax Revenue $396 million
Jobs Supported 34,999

Information provided by Michigan Sea Grant



NATIONAL WATER
TRAILS SYSTEM

Celebrating:
* 18 national water trails
2 674.2 miles of trall

S 1 8 St t Island Loop Trail, Port Huron - 11 miles
a eS Huron River Water Trail - SE Ml - 104 miles |




National Water Trails System has been
established to:

* Protect and restore
America’s rivers,
shorelines, and waterways
and conserve natural areas
along waterways

" . Increase access to outdoor
recreation on shorelines
and waterways




| '~:_ Who Desighates Them?
— -+ Designated by the Secretary of

the Interior or the Secretary of
Agriculture

5 « Recognized as part of the

National Trails System

Who Manages Them?

* Managed by a local
management entity (local,
state, or federal government
agency; nonprofit
organization; interagency
organization)




Criteria for National Recreation Trails

* The trail (and its access points) must be open to public
use and be designed, constructed, and maintained
according to best management practices, in keeping with
the anticipated use.

* The trail is in compliance with applicable land use plans
and environmental laws.

* The trail will be open for public use for at least 10
consecutive years after designation.

* The trail designation must be supported by the
landowner(s), (public or private), on which access points
exist.



NATIONAL WATER

TRAILS SYSTEM

Best Management Practice Category: Recreation Opportunities

Definition:
The water trall route has established public access points that accommodate a diversity
of trip lengths and provide access to a variety of opportunities for recreation and

education.
Launches and Access |
Sites h 4
4
W=
W=
Connectivity

Bronx River Blueway

|
i
NRT Map b 45

Online Interactive Map

Recreation Info and Facilities

Prepare to Launch! Guidelines for Assessing,

Designing, and Building Launch Sites for Carry-in
Watercraft is a resource designed to help river and
water trail managers and park planners build ‘put-in
and take out’ sites as they address the evolving
needs of paddlers and other users

How well the water trail connects with other water trails, land recreation networks, and public
transportation networks including sidewalks, bike trails, bus routes, etc

Map of Access points along the water trail showing
street gnid

The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area
has created an online interactive map to integrate
the water trail into the regional transportation
networks. The map shows bikeshare stations, bike
routes, bus stops, rail stations, and streets.

http:/rivertripplanner.org/

www.nps.gov/watertrails




NATIONAL WATER
TRAILS SYSTEM

..? -

Island Loop Trail 11-miles (Port Huron, MI)
Huron River | 104 miles (Ann Arbor, M)
Kitsap Peninsula 371 miles/(Seattle, WA)
Black Canyon 30 miles "(AZ, NV)

Bayou Teche 131 miles (LA)
Chattahoochee River NRA 48 miles (Atlanta, GA)
Mississippi River NRA - 76 miles (Minneapolis, MN)
Bronx River Greenway 8 miles (New York, NY)

Willamette River Water Trail 216 miles (Oregon)
Hudson River Water Trail ©~ 256 miles (New York)
Mississippi / Great River WT 121 miles (St. Louis, MS)

Okefenokee NWR | 120 miles (Georgia)
Alabama Scenic River Trail 631 miles (Alabama)
Kansas River Water Trail 173 miles (Kansas City, KS)
Rock River Water Trail 330 miles (Quad Cities, IL)

Waccamaw River Blue Trail 100 miles . (South Carolina)



207 5M|C|gan

Natlonal Water Trails Forum

) BB ) 000/14:50 o B o TN mm -4

Coordinating Organizations
National Park Service

National Water Trails Forum 2015

UpNorth TV » River Network
U » River Management Society 36 Gidiis
* Huron River Water Trail
i)' g Sts e NMore « St. Clair County o P

* Michigan Sea Grant
» Riverside Kayak Connection



- Island Loop Water Trail

Port Huron




Huron River Water Trail
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Michigan has 63 navigable rivers
3,288 mi. of shoreline

T e T .

— See
3 .
- - . ')
- i~
! -~ ) )
S I . ' .
-




Michigan Snowmobile and Trail Advisory Council

Michigan Comprehensive Trail Plan
www.michigan.gov/fraiplan
May 2013




Michigan's Water Trails

Michigan

(D jerBietsia Department of
gy )
LA | Natural Resources
i
e “ £ SUPE Ry - . DNA  CAMPING & RECREATION TRAILSAND PATHWAYS WATER TRALS
A 4 X DNR announces top 11 Michigan water trails, voted by the public
— 7 ’
- o —— teun M\ch‘gan a
[ 9 G- r
Water Trails
Existing Water Trails 2 g
s { « Dotrott River Trail
v 2 - Western UP,
w3 - Hiswatha

w4 - Thumb Heritage Waster Trail
5 - Iske Royale National Park
& - Kewosnaw

e T - Deutrrondd Isiand Heritage Trail

e B - Lake Huron Blueways

w10 - Blueways of 51 Clair

11 - Shiawassoe Hontage River

12 - Huron Rever

13 - Rouge River

14 - Cazs River

15 - Bargor-Sourth Haven

- 16 - Kalamazoo Herlage Rvaer
17 - St Joseph Rwer

w18 - Galiers River Marsh

w19 - Grand River Herflage

w— 20 + Pine River Cance

w— 01 - Fint Rvst

— 22 . Paw Paw River

w— 23 - Chain of Lakes

Michigan DNR invited residents to vote for their favorite water trails via social media and an
onfine voting contest, and the results are in! Here are the top 11 water trails 3s voted by the
public, as well as a few honorable mentions. Michigan is home to fantastic paddiing

' opportunties, so get out and explors some of thess great water trails today!

1 Au Szble River

= 24 - Inland Waterway 2. Biueways of 5t. Clair
I E
=== 25 - Monroe County 3. Chain of Lakes
w— 26 - Saginaw Bay 4 Sszinaw Bay Blusways
s 27 - Clinton River z 2 e tster T,
“ 28 - Lake Michigan (Mason-Lake) . Huron River Water Trail
w23 - Laka Michigan (WMEAC) 6. Inland Waterway
w20 = Laks Michigen 7. Shiawasses Heritage River Water Trail
8. Detroit Heritage River Water Trail
z 9. Lake Huron Blueways
Travls Wi Solded! smes el May weve Anded e St A iy LIAA \ g‘ 10. Hiawatha Water Trzil
W e, by e Consnd! Zovie Mavaguearnd Progoan S0 Va s Coms Surw Meaguans Fagen [y oy

T Ay T S A 11. Isle Royale Nationa! Park




MICHIGAN
= WATER

Regions About  Plan Your Adventure  Weather & Safety  Paddling in Michigan  Video  More Trails
2 TRAILS

Michigan is for paddlers!

Over 3,000 miles of traiis on the Great Lakes, Inland Lakes, and Rivers await your
canoe, kayak, or stand-up paddieboard!

Choose a region and prepare for your adventure!



MICHIGAN WATER
w2 TRAILS

MID=MIC

Show Places on the Map

Click an icon below to add or remove places on
the map.
g Access to River, Lake or Stream
Dam
= Hide All Water Trails

=== Shiawassee River Water Trail

Regions About  Plan Your Adventure
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N ATI D N AL WAT ER e . f & A distinctive national network m"
R xemplary water trails which are designated
by the retary of the Interior. The trails within the

T RAI LS S Y S T E M A ‘ , . National Water Trails System are cooperatively sup-

ported and sustained

Best Management Practices
* Recreation |
* Public Information
* Education

* Conservation

e Community Support
* Trail Maintenance

* Planning



BMP’s Shiawassee River

. A Headwater
! Traiz |

/\) Friends of the
/ / SHIAWASSEE
\‘SSL/ RIVER

. njoy.



Best Management Practices

Y -
! ’\ recreation




Henderson Park Launch — New (2012) East Side Launch in construction

and at low flow—preferred take-out for this park.

N

PN \ - -
Harmon Patridge Park Launch (at very low flow)

= Henderson Park ancosrsonaes 1.1 Miles
u 6-mile Creek Bridge  :ressmans 9.0 Miles
= North-M-52 Park [Johnstone Rd) |2.8 Miles
= Paishallburg [Ditch Road]  sw-..  16.3 Miles
= Chesaning Showboat Park 2 1.0 Miles

Harmon Park Launch Sign



public

Provide info for identifying access
and trail routes; cultural, historic,
and natural features; hazards and
water quality.

The Huron River Water Trail:

» The Paddler’s Companion features 28
waterproof maps

» Signage-distances btw access points

* Info Kiosks at launches & liveries

* QR Code to access online interpretive
resources

information

Huron River Water Trail
Paddler’s Companion
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WATER =

K A

Headwalter

( What's )
New

of paddling experie!

red a warm-w

moving ent
lice kayak paddiers,

nili enjoy the man

Click an image The Shiawassee River is a shallow, slow moving stream which a1y pagdie u

Y
nt a few miles

5 to enlarge features an "Up North-Close By" view of nature starting from t back to the put-in for a good workout an the water.
Proposed Trai the old water works building in the Village of Holly and a car at the trip's end for a commute back 10 the start it
Routes traveling seven river miles downstream through an unspoiled S

natural landscape to Strom Park.

Best Practices

Trail
Supporters

A sanctioned and safe canoe launch has been created in
WaterWorks Park. A parking lot, pedestrian bridge, and nature

Trail X :
Resources : lookout make the area accessible to all

PURE

ICHIGAN | may | smr | man | w0 | mioa | mw E=3

beama st e ra

S e The Shiawassee River Canoe/Kavak Guide
February 20, 2015

Author: Phil Hathaway. Member—
Friends of the Shiawassee River

Shiawassee River Heritage Water Trail TR For Its Course Principally through Shiawassee County, Michigan
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Destinations In River Miles:

= Henderson Park v ismeues 721 Miles
= 5-mile Creek Bridge  zresssones 9.0 Miles
= Noith-M-52 Park [Johnstone Rd) |2.8 Miles
= Parshaliburg (Ditch Road] = 16.3 Miles
= Chesaning Showboal Park 2 1.0 Miles

Shiawassee River Heritage Water Trail

Harmon Park Launch Sign



+H education

(ch_f\) Urban Lilderness Cance Advertures

HOME ABOUTUS REGISTER GETINVOLVED SUPPORTUWCA CONTACTUS

URBAN
[ WILDERNESS

E .

The UWCA creates great adventures
for youth, families, and adults on the
Mississippl River. Join us for a day
trip, overnight camping trip, or multl-
day trip, It's an experience that will
last a lifetime.

FOR YOUTH FOR TEACHERS AND PADDLE THE RIVER
The UWCA program is all about PARENTS Come paddie one of our 24-foot

Stream Leaders

Volunteer Stream Monitoring

Stream Mrcimitoring Day
Saturday, September 29, 9:00 - 11:00am

+ Choose your stream - lots of sites to choose from
+ No experience needed; we provide everything
+ Meet your Leader at your stream and
begin the hunt for bugs
4+ Bring your friends!




education

Through Stream Teams, river clean-up
efforts, paddling events, educational
programs, and more, the Friends of the
Shiawassee River strives to partner with
people just like you for continuous and
positive actions that support a healthy
watershed for everyone.

Shiawassee River Heritage Water Trail
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Bronx River Restoration

Cass River Clean Up




conservation

DAMS: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q: DOES THE SHIAWASSEE RIVER NEED DAMS TO MAINTAIN
GOOD OXYGEN LEVELS IN THE WATER?

/\9 Friends o z‘/zf:

SHIAWASSEE
\&ﬁt‘/ RIVER

care. share. enjoy.




333 community support

TORCH LAKE DROP
OUT & CHECK POINT

FINAL CHECK 8
v

ELK RAPIDS

b3k ALDEN DROP OUT &
X CHECK POINT

H RIVER DROP OUT &
CHECK POINT
m

SHORTS fc SHORTS 2012 PADDLE TIME GUIDE

Cass River Water Trail Clean-up



cgmmumty support

H‘uv,z' K

A FUNdraiser set 1o help raise money for the many
activities and events the "Keepers" hold, including (but not limited to)
the annual River Clean- Ups, Water Quality Monitoring, consirucling
launches for kayaks and canoes, Moon light Paddles and more!!

50/50 RAFFLE

RUBBER DUCKY RACE
HOME-MADE CARDBOARD
CANOE/KAYAK REGATA

FOOD e ART & CRAFT BOOTHS
12PM-6PM | BUSH PARK e ocat musc

- o o —dh go_g
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1st Flotilla - Linden
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DCATE LAUNCHES

Access Site #1: T. North Pyvition

Statws: Exisning

Ownsership: City of Vessar

Type: Natwral

Parking: Large mumscipal kot

Fxisting Facilities: Rail Tradl commecoon,

rretroomm, puvelion, grib pavgnesnd,

barketball hoops, Farttwer's Market, ice ¢




MANIMIZING OAKLAND COUNTY'S
o RIVER CORRIDORS AS COMMUNITY
% . ASSETS

EXPLORATORY BLUEWAY WATER TRAIL
QakRivers PROJECT

Shinwassee Rever: Holly to Fenton

hiawassee River Heritage Water Trail
Holly — Fenton — Linden — Argentine
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http://www.nps.gov/watertrails
http://www.nps.gov/rtca/watertrails

