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With our Partners: 

• Protect 1,000 miles of river 

• Create over 2,000 miles of trails 

• Conserve more than 70,000 acres of open space 



Shiawassee River Water Trail…. 
 Essential Elements  

 Variety of Water Trails 

 National Water Trails Program 

 Michigan Water Trail Efforts 

 Best Management Practices -Shiawassee River WT 

 
 

 

 





• Recreational routes on waterways 

• With a network of public access 

points 

• Supported by broad based community 

partnerships 

• Provide both conservation and 

recreation opportunities 

The Water Trails are defined as… 



 A local managing 

organization to care about 

and manage the trail. 

 

 Support by the local 

community and local 

government. 

 

 A minimum level of public 

access to support a trail 

experience. 

 

 Public information provided 

online or in print to market 

the trail to potential trail 

users, to help them find the 

trail, plan their trip, use the 

trail safely, and learn about 

the natural/cultural 

resources 

Every water trail must have: 



Historic Water Trails  



Wilderness Water Trails 



Long Distance Water Trails 

760 miles Michigan Shoreline 

Lake Michigan Water Trail – 1600 miles 



Urban Water Trails 

62% of kayaking occurs within 
an hour’s drive of home 



Inland Waterways 



Participation in canoeing has 

grown from 7% to 10% , 

participation in rafting has 

doubled from 4% to 8% and 

participation has grown 

across all kayaking segments 

at roughly the same rate. 

Kayaking has enjoyed steady growth since 2006 
http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/research 

http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/research
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Information provided by Michigan Sea Grant 

Estimated Annual Impact of all Paddlers in the Midwest 

Participants  4.6 million 

Trip Related Spending $1.78 billion 

Gear Related Spending $433 million 

Total Tax Revenue   $396 million 

Jobs Supported  34,999 



National Water Trail Forum 

Island Loop Trail, Port Huron – 11 miles 

Huron River Water Trail – SE MI – 104 miles 



• Protect and restore 

America’s rivers, 

shorelines, and waterways 

and conserve natural areas 

along waterways 

  

• Increase access to outdoor 

recreation on shorelines 

and waterways 

National Water Trails System has been 

established to: 

 



 Who Designates Them? 

• Designated by the Secretary of 

the Interior or the Secretary of 

Agriculture 

• Recognized as part of the 

National Trails System 

 

Who Manages Them? 

• Managed by a local 

management entity (local, 

state, or federal government 

agency; nonprofit 

organization; interagency 

organization) 



Criteria for National Recreation Trails   

• The trail (and its access points) must be open to public 

use and be designed, constructed, and maintained 

according to best management practices, in keeping with 

the anticipated use.  

 

• The trail is in compliance with applicable land use plans 

and environmental laws.  

 

• The trail will be open for public use for at least 10 

consecutive years after designation.  

 

• The trail designation must be supported by the 

landowner(s), (public or private), on which access points 

exist.  





 

Island Loop Trail      11 miles  (Port Huron, MI) 

Huron River      104 miles  (Ann Arbor, MI) 

Kitsap Peninsula     371 miles (Seattle, WA) 

Black Canyon       30 miles  (AZ, NV) 

Bayou Teche      131 miles  (LA) 

 



Coordinating Organizations 
• National Park Service 

• River Network 

• River Management Society 

• Huron River Water Trail 

• St. Clair County 

• Michigan Sea Grant 

• Riverside Kayak Connection 



Port Huron – Island Loop Water Trail 



Huron River Water Trail 



Michigan has 63 navigable rivers 

3,288 mi. of shoreline 







www.michiganwatertrails.org 





Best Management Practices 
• Recreation 
• Public Information 
• Education 
• Conservation 
• Community Support 
• Trail Maintenance 
• Planning 

 
 

 



BMP’s  Shiawassee River 



Best Management Practices 





Provide info for identifying access 

and trail routes; cultural, historic, 

and natural features; hazards and 

water quality.  

 

The Huron River Water Trail: 
• The Paddler’s Companion features 28 

waterproof maps 

• Signage-distances btw access points  

• Info Kiosks at launches & liveries  

• QR Code to access online interpretive 

resources  
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Through Stream Teams, river clean-up 

efforts, paddling events, educational 

programs, and more, the Friends of the 

Shiawassee River strives to partner with 

people just like you for continuous and 

positive actions that support a healthy 

watershed for everyone.  



Cass River Clean Up 

Bronx River Restoration 





Cass River Water Trail Clean-up 





1st Flotilla - Linden 









For More Information 

• National Water Trail System 

  www.nps.gov/watertrails 

  - Toolbox  

• NPS Rivers, Trails and Conservation 

Assistance Program  www.nps.gov/rtca 

 

Barbara_Nelson-Jameson@nps.gov 
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http://www.nps.gov/watertrails
http://www.nps.gov/rtca/watertrails

