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The River Shiawassee, By Marvin Eugene Girard,  

 from his published These My Singing Words 1976 anthology 

My beloved river Shiawassee, do you remember me… 
The quiet boy, the lonely boy who often came to see 
The flash of sun across your face when day was almost done 
And hear a far-off whippoorwill down where the shallows run? 

Many a secret hour I spent, cross-legged and alone,  
Watching your restless waters etch the earth and jagged stone;  
There beneath some gnarled and knife-scarred oak I listened then 
To the muted songs that were everywhere before the world closed in. 

There were other days, glad shirt-tail days, when downs around the bend 
Dear comrades laughed and called my name; those days will never end! 
You mirrored the raw-boned look of us a thousand times or more 
As we flung gray rocks at tin can ships and heard the cannons roar. 

The high-pitched fun of boys, is that beyond recall,  
The way we belly smashed your depths, sunburned hide and all? 
You knew us then as sling-shot lads who came down winding paths 
To steal the silver inside of you, the bluegills and the bass. 

O tranquil river of my childhood, praised by some ancient chief,  
Do you forget the barefoot dreamers, our time was all too brief! 
Let us share your banks forever…then in our shining eyes 
You will see yourself, my river, flowing to Paradise. 
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Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan 

FOREWORD.   
The 88-mile Shiawassee River Water Trail is an existing facility, and with designation as 
a National Water Trail, an advancement of regional recreation and natural resource 
improvement and conservation.  The planning process and product elevates attention to 
the variety of influences to a trail’s components and places an official stamp on the 
means to arriving at a more qualified trail system.   

With the efforts of three organizations that compose the Trail’s management team, 
Headwaters Trails, Inc., Keepers of the Shiawassee, and Friends of the Shiawassee 
River, a Memorandum of Understanding has created the organizational umbrella for the 
water trail towns that oversee the majority of access sites and the three non-profit 
organizations that have managed and will continue to manage the trail systems in three 
Trail segments—the upper, the middle and lower Shiawassee realms.  Now coordinated 
into one trail system, the public will envision an approachable recreational resource with 
relative ease and safety.  The Plan lays out the details of the integrity and credibility of 
the Water Trail and the means to make it an even greater leisure time outlet for the well-
being of locals in the watershed and visitors attracted to its heightened visibility as a 
National Water Trail.   
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CHAPTER 1 – INTRODUCTION. 
a. Goals of the Plan. 

The overall goal of the Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan is to establish the trail’s 
paddling route with details about the existing trail and improvement of trail access sites 
over time.  Accompanying goals for the Plan are: 

 To assemble information about trail organization/operations,  

 To detail signing/branding for directions, safety, and interpretation  

 To engage the public in a wide array of contact media and assemblies  

 To market the Trail for tourism and close-to-home affordable recreation  

 To provide for an expected and reliable level of maintenance, and; 

 To lay out operations, implementation planning and funding. 
 

b. Origin of the Trail Initiative. 

The trail concept originates from many years of active programming and development of 
recreational access to the Shiawassee River by local organizations and its rising 
importance within local recreation plans and economic development/tourism strategies.  
There is an existing water trail character to the operations of trail organizations. 
Together with the river’s inherent natural resource assets, locals stepped back and 
envisioned a deserved, elevated status for the River in the spirit of the State of 
Michigan’s “Water Wonderland”.   Now convinced of its worth, local leaders seek 
National Water Trail designation for the Holly to Chesaning river segment.  In early 
2016, a coalition of stakeholders was assembled from throughout the watershed, and 
that established body, the Shiawassee River Water Trail Coalition, advocated pursuit of 
the designation.  The City of Linden in cooperation with the Friends of the Shiawassee 
River, Headwaters Trails Inc., and Keepers of the Shiawassee River applied for 
technical assistance from the National Park Service – Rivers, Trails, and Conservation 
Assistance Program (RTCA) RTCA began working with Coalition members in October 
2016 on the Shiawassee River Water Trail. Grant funding from the Saginaw Bay 
Watershed Initiative Network was secured to support the water trail planning effort, 
develop public information and build organizational capacity to manage and maintain 
the water trail.    
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c. What is a Water Trail and the Shiawassee Water Trail? 
1) What is a Water Trail?  A Water Trail is a stretch of river, or other 

waterway, that has been mapped, and contains facilities that enable 
access, campsites, and informational resources. The intent of a Water 
Trail is to create educational, scenic, and environmentally rewarding 
opportunities for canoeists and kayakers traveling on the waterway.  

2) What is the Shiawassee River Water Trail? The trail is an 88-mile segment 
of the 123-mile long Shiawassee River where navigability is already user 
friendly from many viewpoints and where important organizational 
foundations exist to ease the transition into a trail management and 
operations entity.  Recreational opportunities exist for paddling, fishing, 
cultural-historic-educational experiences, and user services.  A look back 
on the 20-year legacy of progress for the Trail reveals the upgrade and 
creation of access points with advanced media marketing tools.  Local 
governments have responded with support through the many publicly 
financed and maintained access points.  Adopted local plans contain 
capital improvements for trail improvements.   

The Shiawassee Water Trail, though existing in many respects, will benefit through 
National Water Trail designation with an impetus for: 

 Improved access site conditions,  

 enjoyment of outdoor recreation for a greater population with the accompanying 
benefit of healthy life style activity, 

 advanced marketing strategies for tourism and economic development, and; 

 Additional conservation programs leading to land use, biological, and water 
quality improvement. 
 

d. Who has organized to accomplish and maintain the Trail? 

The Shiawassee Water Trail Coalition was formed through local leadership to include 
over 50 persons who represent the three sub-chapter trail sections, local governments, 
business, chambers of commerce representatives, and access site owner/managers.  
The Coalition that formed operates through a Memorandum of Understanding that has 
recently formed as the oversight entity for Trail development and operations.  
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CHAPTER 2 – A WATER TRAIL FOR THE SHIAWASSEE RIVER. 

a. Vision.   
The Coalition members adopted the following vision for the Trail: 

In the year 2027, the Shiawassee River flowing from Holly to Chesaning, is a 
superlative water trail recognized in the Great Lakes Region as a destination 
for paddling and eco-tourism.  The water trail provides a wide variety of 
paddling experiences and accommodates people of all skills and abilities. It 
provides close to home outdoor recreation opportunities and ties into the 
region’s Saginaw Bay Water Trails and non-motorized trail systems.    
 
The communities along the river consider it to be an important asset and 
integral part of their community.  People can easily access the river and trail 
users are enticed to explore the heritage, businesses and services that the 
towns and villages along the trail offer.   Visitors are attracted to the water 
trail and the many events and programs that celebrate the River‘s natural 
and cultural heritage.  
  
The Shiawassee River’s water quality, fisheries, and wildlife habitat continue 
to improve through increased public and private landowner stewardship and 
the efforts of local conservation organizations. Increased River recreation is 
creating greater awareness and stewardship of the river’s natural resources 
and users practice Leave No Trace principles.   

 

b. Goals.  
 

The Coalition members adopted the following goals for the Trail:   

 Promote and improve river related recreation, public access sites and user 
experiences 

 Inform and educate the public on topics related to river health, safety, and 
Leave No Trace Principles 

 Support local and regional efforts to increase water based recreation and 
tourism 

 Enhance partnerships among water trail landowners and managers 

 Preserve and protect river resources for future generations 

 Increase connections between communities, public lands, and land trails 

 Secure long-term sustainability of the water trail 

 Maintain access sites  

 Manage woody debris to support fish populations and allow for recreational 
access with minimal impact  

 

c. The Shiawassee River Basin in the Saginaw Bay Watershed. 
 

The Saginaw River Watershed is composed of many rivers with the Tittabawassee, 
Cass, Bad, Flint and Shiawassee River comprising the major bodies of water that join 
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together to form the Saginaw River on the northern boundary of the Shiawassee 
National Wildlife Refuge.  Other smaller rivers on the north section of the Watershed 
enter the west side of Saginaw Bay directly.  The Saginaw Bay watershed is the largest 
in the state of Michigan, spanning 5.5 million acres and 22 counties. The ecological 
health of Saginaw Bay and its tributaries is critically important to Lake Huron, and the 
entire Great Lakes ecosystem.  The Bay and its tributaries have received national scale 
attention for programs and projects involving The Nature Conservancy, and The United 
States Department of Agriculture.   
 
The Shiawassee River Water Trail will be an important contributor to these agencies’ 
efforts with the adoption and addition of Best Management Practices that include river 
clean-ups and conservation education and programming with trail users and many of 
the Trail Coalition’s stakeholders.  
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Figure 1 Shiawassee River Water Trail 
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Figure 2 Shiawassee River Watershed 
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d. The Shiawassee River 

 

The Shiawassee River in  Michigan drains a watershed area of 1,201 square miles 
(3,110 km2) within Oakland, Genesee, Livingston, Shiawassee, Midland and Saginaw 
counties. It flows in a westerly then northerly direction for about 123 miles (197 km) from 
its source south of Davisburg to its confluence with the Tittabawassee River and the 
beginning of the Saginaw River that drains into Saginaw Bay of Lake Huron.  

The Shiawassee watershed is located south and west of Saginaw Bay in Central 
Michigan. Its basin is shaped like an hourglass, approximately 65 miles (105 km) long 
and 30 miles (48 km) wide at each end, and narrows to 5 miles (8.0 km) wide near 
Corunna. The river rises in Oakland County in Springfield Township at Shiawassee 
Lake. It is predominately a rural watershed that is dominated by agriculture uses in its 
lower region and agricultural and rural/small community residential uses upstream. 

Near its confluence with the Tittabawassee River, within the bounds of the Shiawassee 
National Wildlife Refuge, the Shiawassee receives the waters of the Bad, Flint, and 
Cass Rivers. Smaller tributaries of the river include: Buckhorn Creek, Denton/North Ore 
Creek, South Branch Shiawassee, Jones Porter Drain, Beaver Creek, Birch Run Creek, 
and Swan Creek. The River flows through the communities, aka “Water Trail Towns”, of 
Holly, Fenton, Linden, Byron, Vernon, Corunna, Owosso, and Chesaning. 

There are over 54 species of fish, including darters, minnows, channel catfish, pugnose 
shiner, greater redhorse, stonecat, river chub and striped shiner. There are also 
fourteen (14) species of freshwater mussel found in the watershed. The wetlands and 
fens adjacent to the river's headwaters support several rare species of plants and 
animals and play a major role in the travels of migratory waterfowl and shorebirds. 

The Upper Shiawassee River is bordered by alternating east-west trending moraines, 
glacial till, and outwash plains. The moraines and outwash plains contain sand and 
gravel deposits that are more permeable than the fine-grained glacial till and lake clays 
found in the downstream. The upper half of the watershed has variable (high) relief and 
is generally well-drained with numerous shallow aquifers that contribute important 
groundwater flow to the headwaters of the Shiawassee River. 

The Lower Shiawassee is bordered by a low-relief till plain overlain by relatively 
impermeable and are poorly-drained fine-grained glacial lake clays and relic beach 
deposits that were deposited over a several thousand-year period when glacial Lake 
Saginaw covered much of the area, after the most recent retreat of the ice at the end of 
the Wisconsin glaciation. The present day river bed has eroded into the till plain surface 
and is now deeply incised, as are the tributary streams and agricultural drains flowing 
into it.  

Several Land Conservation groups, including the North Oakland Headwaters Land 
Conservancy (NOHLC), the Michigan Nature Association (MNA), the Saginaw Basin 
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Land Conservancy, The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and the DeVries Nature 
Conservancy have either purchased land or have easements that seek to protect the 
land from development. This lack of development along the banks of the upper 
Shiawassee make it one of the least flashy, with regard to floods, in the lower part of the 
state. It means that as one paddles down the river, mostly one observes trees and fields 
as opposed to houses and lawns.  The River does not go into flood stage because a 
rainstorm came through, making paddling safer than on flashy rivers. It also means that 
habitat for listed rare and endangered species is preserved. 

NOHLC is currently seeking grants and volunteers to increase the protection of the 
upper watershed as part of its 10,000 Acre Challenge.  It has also been waging war 
against invasive plants that suppress plant diversity.  Michigan Nature Association has 
concentrated its conservation efforts on protection of habitats that support rare, 
threatened and endangered species.  With the Shiawassee River Watershed, its 
holdings lie along tributaries.  The Nature Conservancy, Michigan Chapter, has 
recognized the Shiawassee as a fine example of a warm water stream and dedicates its 
efforts to reduce agricultural siltation and thereby preserve in-stream water quality.  The 
DeVries Conservancy preserves a model farm on the banks of the Shiawassee in 
Owosso, operates conservation education programs for youth, and engages the 
community in invasive species control.   
 
 

e. Why Prepare a Plan Now? 

 
The Shiawassee River, in the past twenty years, has made many advances in terms of 
increased, improved access points and widespread awareness of the rich context of the 
river experience.  That recognition raised the banner of a water trail system and labeled 
the river a water trail on a local level before there was much knowledge of the National 
Water Trail designation program.  Leadership of the Headwaters Trails, Inc., Keepers of 
the Shiawassee River, and Friends of the Shiawassee River, from Holly to Chesaning 
and some local municipalities, namely the City of Linden and the Village of Chesaning, 
examined the prospects and benefits of a National Water Trail designation.  A 
consensus emerged with a compelling shared viewpoint of this being the right time to 
become a National Water Trail.  The Coalition building process brought partners 
together from Holly to Chesaning to work together from one community to the next to 
assess the recreational access and paddling experience along the 88 mile stretch. Also 
to recognize the existing Best Management Practices in conservation, education, 
maintenance, community support, etc. along the river and identify ways for communities 
and partners to work to together to enhance/improve these practices.   
 
 
 

f. Who Will Make Use of the Water Trail? 
 

The Shiawassee River has always served a diverse base of paddle sports enthusiasts; 
from fishers, to group paddles, to family outings, to sporting events, to festivals, and to 
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nature viewers. The satisfaction of the varied motivations to get outdoors on the River 
demonstrates the expanse of qualities of this water body.   In the future, with the 
organization of an 88-mile platform for trail use, increase use of the river will be 
dispersed over that range and accommodate the carrying capacity of the users without 
detriment to the experience or the care of the natural resource.  More marketing will be 
applied to paddling’s healthy life style offering, and affordable close-to-home recreation 
for a sizable user public in the region—nearly a million person population within a short 
day trip to any access point on the Trail.  
 
The Water Trail is likely to encourage the establishment of a greater expanse of livery 
coverage and commercial enterprises that will serve the diverse user base.  Marketing 
and promotions will increase the numbers of tourists and visitors accessing the Trail and 
further encourage Leave No Trace principles that lessen user impact on the natural 
resource. 
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CHAPTER 3 – THE WATER TRAIL PLAN. 
a. Introduction. 

The water trail plan reveals the essence of planning--that is, good information melded 
with public participation.  That combination leads to a comprehensible and manageable 
recreation system.  To that end, the Plan is organized about six planning components: 

 Public Engagement 

 Facilities Inventory and Analysis/Results 

 Public Information—Wayfinding, Safety and Signage 

 Maintenance 

 Operation 

 Implementation Planning—Timing/Funding 

A reliable plan, together with the local responses to the National Water Trail Best 
Management Practices, becomes a reference tool for responsible parties in the 
advancement and care of the Water Trail. 
 

b. Public Engagement 

While other plan subchapters address the many aspects of trail information and signs, 
public engagement entails open encouragement for feedback and involvement for the 
trail’s presence in the wider community of its citizens and places.   

To advance the public engagement arena, the Coalition will establish a speaker’s 
bureau and publicize that offer to organizations and municipalities.  The Trail’s inherent 
qualities provide a generous palate of subject matter of interest to most civic minded 
entities.  Tailoring these qualities to audiences broadens the base of support for the 
Trail and the ongoing need to broaden volunteer support, gain feedback, and financial 
resources for Trail improvement.  

The use of a website with e-mail contacts and a Facebook message board will continue 
the public’s access to comments, concerns, offers and advisories for the Coalition to 
address.  Surveys on single issues or broader issues will provide evaluation and 
direction on how the trail is managed.   

Meetings of the Coalition, while not obligated under law, will be advertised and 
conducted as open meetings with stipulated opportunities for public comment at the 
start and finish of meetings.    

The Coalition will offer the talents of its sub-groupings and members to other 
stakeholder organizations.  This supportive participation values their mission and 
activities.  Coalition roles may include voluntary appointments to advisory positions 
within their committee structures or specific campaigns/programs where there is a direct 
connection with best management practices for the water trail.  As other stakeholder 
organizations evolve, e.g. the State of Michigan’s efforts for a water trail system and 
coordinated efforts, the Coalition will endeavor to associate in membership fashion with 
closely aligned programs and organizations.    
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To summarize, public engagement is deliberate, assertive action to become a listener 
and supporter of what is on the minds and agendas of the citizenry-at-large and the 
expanding list of stakeholder partners. 
 

c. Facilities Inventory and Analysis Results  
 
1. A detailed field inventory was completed during the summer of 2016 with 

funding support from the National Park Service and the Saginaw Bay 
Watershed Initiative Network. The Outreach Office, University of Michigan-
Flint compiled the field inventory information for each public access site, 
portages, unofficial and emergency landings. The inventory was presented 
back to the managers of each site for review, along with a form to capture 
planned or desired site improvements. 
 

2. Appendix A details the synthesis of this information which is summarized 
below. 
 
 

Id 
Site Number,  
E: Emergency,  
P: Portage 

Name Total River 
Miles 

Ownership &  
Management 

Launch 
type: 
developed, 
mobility 
impaired 
developed, 
carry-in, 
alternate, 
emergency 

1 Water works Park 0 Village of Holly Developed 

E1 Residential Home   Private Emergency 

E2 Wastewater Treatment Plant   Oakland County Emergency 

2 Fish Lake Road - Future Access 2.3 Headwaters 
Trails, Inc 

Alternate 

E3 South Holly Road   Private Emergency 

3 Strom Park 6.55 City of Fenton Developed 

4 Fenton Mill Dam Portage - Future 
Access 

6.72 City of Fenton Carry-In 

5 Rackham Park / Fenton Cultural & 
Community Center 

7.27 City of Fenton Carry-In 

6 Bush Park 7.45 City of Fenton Developed 

E4 Forest Drive   Private Emergency 

E5 Georgetown Parkway   Private Emergency 

E6 Torrey Road   MDOT Emergency 

7 DNR Lake Ponemah Boat Launch 
(Parking Fee) 

10.15 Michigan DNR Developed 
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Id 
Site Number,  
E: Emergency,  
P: Portage 

Name Total River 
Miles 

Ownership &  
Management 

Launch 
type: 
developed, 
mobility 
impaired 
developed, 
carry-in, 
alternate, 
emergency 

8 Linden Mill Pond Park and Dam 13.41 City of Linden Developed 
above dam; 
carry-in 
below dam 

9 Bridge Street    City of Linden Carry-In 

10 Hogan Road  16.38 Genesee 
County, WWTP 

Alternate 

P1 Farm Bridge Obstacle 18.4 Private Portage 

11 Rolston Road - Future Access   Southern Lakes 
Parks and 
Recreation 

Unimproved   

  Cole Road  19.95 Genesee County 
Road Easement  

Alternate 

12 McCaslin Lake Road Put In 21.69 Argentine 
Township 

Developed 

13 Byron Mill Pond Portage 29.36 Byron Area 
Schools 

Carry-In 

14 Byron High School Ball Field Launch   Byron Area 
Schools 

Developed 

15 Walnut Hills Campground (Parking 
Fee) 

34.23 Walnut Hills 
Campground 
(Private) 

Carry-In 

16 Geeck Road County Park 41.21 Shiawassee 
County 

Carry-In 

17 Shiatown County Park 47.46 Shiawassee 
County 

Developed 

  Vernon Access   Village of 
Vernon 

Alternate 

18 Lytle Road / Goebel County Park 55.31 Shiawassee 
County 

Carry-In 

P2 Brick Plant Causeway 57.06 Private Portage 

19 Brady Street Portage until August 
2017 

58.52 City of Corunna Mobility 
Impaired 
Developed 
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Id 
Site Number,  
E: Emergency,  
P: Portage 

Name Total River 
Miles 

Ownership &  
Management 

Launch 
type: 
developed, 
mobility 
impaired 
developed, 
carry-in, 
alternate, 
emergency 

  Heritage Park   City of Corunna Alternate 

20 Corunna McCurdy Park 59.35 City of Corunna Carry-In 

21 Oakwood Avenue Landing / Voight 
Loop Park 

61.97 City of Owosso Developed 

P3 Owosso Weir 1   City of Owosso Portage 

22 Owosso Middle School  63.06 Owosso Schools Alternate 

E7 Baker College (M-52 Bridge)  Baker College Emergency 

P4 Owosso Weir 2 63.79 City of Owosso Portage 

P5 Owosso Weir 3 64.29 City of Owosso Portage 

23 Harmon Partridge City Park 65.86 City of Owosso Carry-In 

24 Devries Nature Conservancy 67.28 Devries Nature 
Conservancy 

Carry-In 

25 Henderson County Park 73.89 Shiawassee 
County  

Developed 

  6-Mile Creek Bridge 

  

Shiawassee 
County ROW 

Alternate 

  North M-52 Park (Johnstone Rd) 79 Shiawassee 
County Pending 

Alternate 

26 Parshallburg Park River Launch 82.86 Chesaning 
Township 

Developed 

27 Chesaning Showboat Park 

87.42 

Village of 
Chesaning 

Developed 

28 Cole Park - Chesaning 88.34 Village of 
Chesaning 

Developed 

 

d. Public Information, Wayfinding, Safety, and Signs 

Public information addresses wayfinding, safety signage, brochures, website source 
information, articles in recognized periodicals, routine press releases, event promotions, 
smartphone applications, and a recognized website will all promote the Trail.  Existing 
water trail maps will be updated and widely distributed through websites and print.  

Printed material remains a favored means of trail user’s paddle planning and on-site 
activity.  The Coalition is in the process of completing a brochure with the intent to 
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reprint as new access points develop or facility upgrades occur at existing points.  On-
site wayfinding will be augmented by a brochure and/or website that provides practical 
information on the connectivity between access points for vehicle shuttles.  Safe routes 
for bicycling between access points will be featured. 

Shiawassee Water Trail Coalition member, Headwaters Trails, Inc., developed a water 
trail signage plan for the Oakland County section of the water trail.  The signage plan 
was presented to Coalition members and adopted for the entire water trail.  The sign 
plan includes four elements: wayfinding, mileage markers, interpretation/education and 
safety.     

Images of signs are offered in this section, together with guidelines for structural 
components and helpful interpretive suggestions.  Signs in their various forms are often 
a defining characteristic of a water trail.  Coalition members will take into account t:  a. 
costs; b. funding sources c. local needs and preferences; d. congruence with state 
water trail recommendations, and; e. placement locations when planning and installing 
signs. 

The Shiawassee River Water Trail Coalition has also adopted the logo developed by 
Oakland County (Michigan) Planning and Development Services for Headwaters Trails 
Inc. through a grant from Saginaw Bay Watershed Initiative Network.  The image of a 
blue heron, wetland vegetation and the large letter “S” fits the river’s form and is 
sufficiently general as to be reflective of conditions along this rural river.  It is proposed 
that the logo become the minimum linking brand for all signs on the Trail system while 
leaving some flexibility for locales that control access sites for sign design.   

 

Figure 3 Shiawassee River Logo 

The Coalition also decided to start the placement of mile posts at the trailhead in Holly.  
Mileposts for the first seven miles are already in place.  The same design will be used 
throughout the length of the water trail, but a less expensive fabrication will be sought.  
Also in certain sections it is not necessary downstream from Fenton to sign every mile 
as has been done in the upstream section.  The Plan sets the minimum standard for a 
mile post at every access point.  The posts serve as a reference point for emergency 
services. 
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Figure 4 Interpretive Kiosk at Trailhead, Waterworks Park, and Holly 

 

Figure 5 Mile Marker Post, Strom Park, and Fenton 
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Other sign decisions will be made as trail management and funding are solidified.  The 
planning process did achieve a consensus for the placement of the following other types 
of signs: 

 Safety markers.  A few locations merit advance warning for the paddler, such 
as approaches to dams and obstacles.  These dams and obstructions, in 
order of being encountered along the trail should have advance advisory 
signs:  Fenton, Linden, Farm Bridge in Argentine, Byron, Brick Plant 
Causeway, the four low head dams in Owosso (3) and Parshallburg (1).  

 Wayfinding.  Additional markers will be placed to aid the paddler in choosing 
routes and access on the water and also on land to indicate launch sites, 
parking, recreational amenities, nearby points of interest and services.  The 
array of photos on the next page illustrate those in place signs on the water 
trail that will add substantial improvement to the paddling experience.   

 Emergency Signs.  Posts indicating locations where paddlers may exit the 
river so that informed emergency personnel can access a paddler in distress. 

 Interpretive Signs.  These signs will add to the paddler experience with calling 
attention to our cultural, historic, environmental and natural history features of 
the route and its surrounding communities.  These signs have value for 
tourism, educational benefits and local pride and add to the economic 
stimulus through enhanced tourism contact.  In the sample photo below, the 
sign mounting angle and height offer accessibility.   

A replacement plan was also agreed for the existing signs (see below) as needed to 
match the signs outlined in the signage plan created by Headwaters Trails, Inc and 
Oakland County Planning (Appendix B). Upon National Water Trail Designation, the 
National Park Service emblem will be added, as appropriate, to existing and future 
signs. 

 

Figure 6 Landing Sign Notice, Geeck Road Park 
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Figure 7 Landing Sign Notice 

 
                          

 

 

Figure 8 Destination Sign, Owosso 

 

Figure 9 Information Kiosk Concept, Geeck Road Park 
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Figure 10 Warning Sign for Dam—Shiatown 

   
Public Safety Measures.  Together with caution signs, planning for emergency access 
plays an important role in the Trail system.  Consultation with police and emergency 
personnel in each municipality and county (four counties are involved) when safety 
situations arise and paddlers need to disembark from the river.  In the span from Holly 
to Fenton, there are six locations marked with emergency poles in addition to three 
proposed launch/landing locations.  Each has a clearly visible marker with the name 
and the GPS location so that individuals with cell phones can summon help.  In addition, 
bridges are named with street/road sign type markers visible from the river so that 
paddlers can report their relative location if necessary. 

Appendix A identifies similar emergency access locations all along the trail downstream 
from Fenton in the event of contingencies that require quick response. 
 

e. Maintenance. 

Appendix B incorporates a chart of the 28 access points with information on the 
owner/manager of those points and the presence of an in-place reliable and routine 
maintenance system.  Access points collectively are a measure of a trail system’s 
qualities.  In many instances, there is a difference in the commonly accepted Level of 
Maintenance standard advised in this section from the conditions overseen by access 
site owners.  The inventory in the accompanying NWT Application Appendix 
demonstrates facility needs for access sites that facilitate maintenance, e.g. trash 
containers, repairs and parking lot conditions.    
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Periodic maintenance needs, as they arise from time to time, will be monitored.  If 
chronic maintenance need conditions persist, the Coalition volunteer base, or any 
interested person, may assist communities at targeted locations together with the 
advance concurrence of site owners for specific actions.   

Level of Maintenance Standards.  What follows are a set of maintenance standards that 
are optimal conditions for access points.  After the list there will be a discussion of 
maintenance issues between access points. 

1) Parking:  Parking lots should represent the carrying capacity of the site’s 
particular characteristics—both historic and projected level of use.  Lots should 
have barrier free space accommodation/signage, resilient surface material or 
paving method (if paved, the material should be porous to allow stormwater 
infiltration), positive directional grading away from the river to grass strips for 
infiltration, and signs indicating hours of use or other public concerns for site use.  
For gravel lots, provide periodic grading to restore an even surface. 

2) Restroom facilities.  A permanent bathroom facility must pass all public health 
requirements for public use.  They must also be barrier free.  Routine cleaning is 
the greatest challenge for restrooms and is an essential responsibility for the site 
owner. 

3) Porta-johns.  The device supplier shall be on a routine maintenance schedule 
consistent with the level of use.  A porta-john is best located on a paved surface 
to avoid rutting and tilting from repeat servicing.  Vandalism design elements are 
important here as these facilities are the most frequent public park target for 
misbehavior.  Temporary restroom facilities should have barrier free dimensions. 

4) Launch ramp.  Launch ramps should be designed, built and maintained (or 
retrofitted) at an acceptable grade (the literature advises 8% or less) that would 
not require a handrail under a building code (access owners have the obligation 
to evaluate applicability of ADA standards for the entire site and adopt a plan of 
compliance).  The surface if hard, should have slip features for secure footing 
while manipulating water craft.  The ramp should be clear of debris through 
routine maintenance.  Post flooding work is often required to remove slippery and 
defacing silt deposits off the ramp.   

5) Litter containers.   Trash is a common by-product of trail users who often plan 
picnicking before or after paddling outings.  Access sites should have a routinely 
service trash container.  An upgrade to this standard would be to provide a 
recycling container that matches acceptance of the materials processed at the 
available recycling facilities.  Site maintenance for litter should be as frequent as 
all park maintenance activity in the owners’ parks system.  The presence of litter, 
when not addressed routinely, sets a low expectation standard for trail users 
inclined to disregard other aspects of site care and is an affront to the “Leave No 
Trace” ethic. 

6) Picnic facilities and benches.  These experience-enhancement site 
improvements are encouraged along with the obligation to maintain these 
facilities in good condition and clean as part of the routine maintenance.  

7) Vegetation.  The plants, trees and grasses require scheduled maintenance 
activity whether it is mowing, pruning, invasive species management, or other 
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botanical needs for a particular site’s qualities.  Native plantings and grasses are 
encouraged as demonstrations to the public of how natural riverside vegetation 
can be planted and maintained.  Interpretive signs for this particular aspect of site 
maintenance rises to a Level of Maintenance standard for this section. The 
website will offer suggestions for compatible native vegetation enhancements 
and guides to locally available plant providers and programs.  

8) Signs.  While sign components, colors and placement relative to the sun are 
design considerations that may alleviate premature maintenance, signs do age 
and often.  A tired, worn, vandalized and even illegible sign is a must-replace 
item for maintenance providers to continue utility of the sign’s original intent and 
to announce once again that the access site is attended to for this often 
overlooked, deferred need.  

9) Vandalism and Repairs.  Site vandalism starts with appropriate designs that 
deter vandalism.  The reality of vandalism or site misuse is to expect it and 
budget for it. The Level of Maintenance standard here is the presence of a self-
insurance or sinking fund in an owner operations budget to address every level of 
impact from vandalism and repair needs. Another standard is the need to 
address property destruction within the shortest possible timeframe.   

10)  Capital Improvements.  A facility replacement capital improvements plan 
(routinely a six-year projection of needs) shall be in place for all access points, a 
practical recognition of the aging process of site improvements and the need to 
instill a maintenance of effort discipline for site conditions.  The site sign system 
should incorporate site maintenance care messaging for trail users.   

As can be observed, Level of Maintenance is a “you know it when you see it” standard; 
nevertheless, it is important to categorize site improvements with details to accentuate 
particular maintenance needs and call their attention to staff workers and volunteers.   

River Clean-ups.  Each of the sub-groups of the Coalition—the Friends of the 
Shiawassee River, Headwaters Trails, Inc., Keepers of the Shiawassee, and Cheff’s 
Canoe Rental,  all address, foster and sponsor clean-up events.  Collectively there is 
more than twenty years of experience in the “how to” practice of managing volunteers in 
a clean-up effort.  Most often these events are reliably funded with mini-grants and 
corporate donations and help build a core of citizenry, especially youth, dedicated to the 
values of caring for a natural resource.  Here the Plan calls for a maintenance of effort 
and greater community engagement in the clean-up events.   

Woody debris management is practiced under the guidelines of the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources, Department of Fisheries that advocates minimal 
clearance for paddle-through navigation while maintaining the benefits to fisheries and 
erosion control that in-river woody debris offers.  The water trail benefits from many 
years of end-to-end debris management, especially in the upper trail sections where the 
narrower course of the river is frequently blocked by even a small-sized tree fall.   High 
water conditions in lower segments reduce the frequency of blockages that are cleared 
naturally or deposited on the embankments.  The rights of riparian landowners are 
respected.  Best management practices also necessitate attention to safety concerns 
for paddlers as they approach in-river woody debris obstacles. 
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f. Trail Operation.  

Trail operation raises the subject of processes and actions associated with existing trail 
operations and post-designation operations.  

i. Existing Operations.  Each community with a public launch site has agreed to 
maintain and operate for at least the next 10 years.  The three NGO’s are 
committed to continuing programming and operations. The Coalition, now active 
for the past year and a half, has raised the planning operations to a trail-wide 
activity.  The talent base of the entity membership include legal, professional 
planners, accountants, recreation-based businesses, foundation managers, 
environmental scientists, and paid staff.  Volunteers fill-out the working corps of 
the trail corridor.  Each entity of the triad has its own budget and membership 
rolls.  Cross referencing communications leave few informational vacuums of 
existing or pending works on the Trail.  Each organization enjoys a full slate of 
leadership and partnerships with municipalities and meet many expectations for 
present and future system capacity and adequacy of Trail oversight.   
 

ii. Once-Designated Water Trail Operations.  The Shiawassee River Water Trail 
Coalition is an entity under the oversight of a signed Memorandum of 
Understanding between the three sub-chapter trail organizations and most of the 
municipalities along the river with the intent to incorporate the remaining 
municipalities that have not signed-on to date.  The Friends of the Shiawassee 
River will retain the organizational role for initiating many Coalition duties 
including the meeting time and place schedule.  The Coalition Steering 
Committee, already functioning, will assemble frequently to assess and 
implement trail operations, plan status, and other items to be addressed by the 
Coalition-at-large.   

 

The signatories agree upon water trail management needs that include Coalition 
oversight of the following actions: 

 Plan implementation for access upgrades and maintenance 

 Website management by the Friends of the Shiawassee River 

 Water  trail publications and marketing 

 Public relations with the media 

 Presence/interaction at state and regional conferences and symposia. 

 Goals and objectives consensus building for conservation advances 

 Annual budget adoption and leadership appointments  

 Coordination of event and promotion calendar and marketing support 

 Tending to supporters and partnerships; building new relationships   

Meeting frequency will be based on a minimum schedule and special meeting schedule 
as interim needs and opportunities arise.   

 

g. Implementation Schedule 
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i. Introduction 
The Plan’s earlier stated vision foresees 10 years into the future and seeks to 
accomplish the nine goals from Chapter 2 b. that, throughout the Plan, translate 
into specific physical and managerial improvements. Physical trail 
implementation details are organized by access improvements, obstructions, 
portages, and timing of funding improvements. The trail implementation plan 
draws its strategy from public input at the 2016-17 Coalition Meetings and the 
extensive access site and portages inventory detailed in Appendix A. 
 

ii. Planning for Access Points and Optimal Trip Length 

The trail map indicates opportunities for a higher quality river experience through 
examination of the spacing and status of access points and desired infill sites for new 
access points.  Paddling trips are meant to provide a diversity of river character and 
paddling experiences. Trip lengths vary from 1 hour to 4 hours to accommodate a 
variety of paddling skill levels. From the Trail’s upstream starting point in Holly and 
proceeding downstream to Chesaning, it can be reasonably expected that the following 
plans for larger-scaled projects will be realized: 

A. Village of Holly Trailhead.  Waterworks Park, managed by the Village of Holly, 
has an adequate access ramp, but needs additional amenities that are 
suggested in the Parks and Recreation Plan recently adopted by the Village.  

B. Holly to Fenton.  This river segment if a 3.5 to 4-hour paddle along a winding, 
intermediate level paddle experience.  A new access point is proposed at Fish 
Lake Road, on a parcel purchased by Headwaters Trails, Inc., for that purpose.  
This mid-point for the segment shortens the trip to desired time gaps and offers a 
starting point outside the developed area of Holly.  It allows emergency vehicles 
to assist paddlers where no other road approaches or crosses the River in the 
seven-mile trail span.  

C. Fenton to Linden.  The Fenton Parks Commission has proposed a new portage 
around the Fenton Millpond Dam.  Currently a trip ends just upstream at Strom 
Park, the seven-mile mark from Holly.  An additional access site is being 
considered at the Community Center.  The two “soft” City access sites in Bush 
Park nearby will require yearly maintenance, unless upgraded.  This trail 
segment involves paddling around Lake Ponemah and Tupper Lake, both 
frequented by motorized water craft and sail boats.  Lake traffic increases with 
the presence of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources launch site.  The 
MDNR launch site is available to paddlers. 
 

D. Linden to Byron.  The access point at Bridge Street in the City of Linden needs 
bank stabilization at a minimum.  The Linden to Byron river segment will benefit 
from an upgraded existing access point at Hogan Road.   Together with the new 
McCaslin Lake Road landing, the paddle from Linden to Byron’s mill pond 
landing will meet expectations for reasonable trip lengths and site facilities.  See 
the Appendix A for smaller scale site facility upgrades for existing access points 
on other trail segments.   
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E. Byron to Owosso.  With the 2017 removal of the Corunna and Shiatown Dams 
and the construction of an access point on Brady Street in Corunna, this river 
segment with six existing and one planned (Village of Vernon) meets 
expectations for beginner-level trip lengths and site facilities. 
 

F. Owosso to Chesaning.  There are four planned improvements in the trail system 
for the lower trail segment: 
a. Owosso Middle School.  This traditional and unimproved access point will be 

upgraded to a signed launch with support facilities.   
b. Six Mile Creek Road.  Between Henderson and Parshallburg landings, this 

historic and very scenic vale on the River has a long use history as an 
unimproved private property access point.  The Plan projects an improved 
launch with road parking upgrades and signs.  A bonus, not a part of the plan, 
is the County Parks and Recreation Commission’s Master Plan designation of 
the adjoining 1885 Six Mile Creek iron bridge restoration as a non-motorized 
facility that will link cross county biking with river paddlers.   

c. Johnstone Road County Park.  Also located between Henderson and 
Parshallburg landings, the County Parks Commission Master Plan adds a 16-
acre lowland meadow/woodlot to the upland park on State Highway M-52 
where a launch/landing will be installed.  The valued marketing advantages to 
the Trail on a State Highway will inform the traveling public of the resource 
and recreational use opportunities.   

d. Village of Chesaning Downtown Landing.  Upstream from the Cole Park and 
rock ramp (not very navigable) cascade, is the dock enclosure of the former 
Showboat vessel, now in engineering review for a landing to extend the trail 
from Chesaning’s Showboat Park’s improved landing to this site where 
downtown services and experiences are a fitting tribute to the end-of-trail 
outing. 

 
iii. Planning for Obstructions 

The Trail maps in the Appendix apply a symbol for obstructions.  An obstruction raises 
two questions for the Plan to address:  1) What is the long term future of these 
obstructions, and; 2) With respect to obstructions that will remain, what portage 
upgrades are optimal for trip continuity rather than expecting an end to a day-trip 
outing?  This section will address plan answers to the first question with a response to 
portage plans in the next plan section.   

A. Dams to remain unless a third party influence issues a removal order.   The 
dams in Holly, Fenton, Linden, and Byron are structurally sound and associated 
with Mill Ponds with alternative water body users (fishers, pontoon boats and the 
like) and residential development along their shorelines.  Legal lake levels apply 
to the function of the Linden dam.  The third party reference recognizes the State 
of Michigan’s 1996 Dam Safety Act and directed removals of or repairs to 
dilapidated structures—an unlikely prospect for these structures. Decisions to 
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repair, remove, or replace dam’s lies solely with the owner of the dam. The Trail 
Plan advocates for in-stream safety warning signs in advance of the dams. 
 

B. Dams without the use conditions of the above dams and feasibility for third party 
actions for their removal or alteration.  The three low-head dams in Owosso no 
longer pond water but add riffle interest to the riverside viewers for the downtown 
dam and a perceived ponding benefit for the other two weirs from responses in 
community public meetings on the issue.  The Coalition has no authority for the 
fates of these structures but adopts the Friends of the Shiawassee River position 
statement on the benefits of obstruction removal in favor of river ecology and the 
secondary benefit of navigation—together they define the meaning of 
connectivity.  For most paddlers these structures can be navigated yet with 
potential damage to keels in low water.   
The Parshallburg low-head dam is dilapidated and should be removed through 
local and Coalition action in the 10-year term of the plan.  This structure is 
navigable but almost always involves contact between the paddle boats and the 
concrete.  An awkward immediate turn to the landing in a brisk current after 
running the sluiceway is a challenge for beginners and some intermediate users.  
 

C. Other Obstructions.  There are two other obstructions in the 88-mile Trail system 
worthy of discussion.  The first is an Argentine Township local property owner 
bridge connecting the owner’s lands on either side of the bridge.  A portage of 
vessel and paddler is required.  This bridge is collapsed but still usable to the 
owner.  It obstructs navigation but not fisheries. The Coalition response is to 
encourage a property owner settlement to the obstruction under any number of 
approaches.  The Coalition’s trail description, for now, is to map the obstruction 
and describe the rights of paddlers to portage around the bridge with minimal 
reliance on the owner’s property.  An in-river post sign, if the bridge is to remain 
in this condition is another plan improvement to assist here.  
The other obstruction is a mile upstream from Corunna’s Brady Street landing 
and that is the brick plant’s causeway, with the purpose of connecting property 
on either side of the river.  This obstruction will rise in awareness and 
significance after the Corunna Dam is removed and the Water Trail gains 
designation and subsequent higher use rates.  The brick plant has finished its 
mining long ago on the south side parcel but still desires to maintain the 
connection or at least avoid the expense of its removal.  The structure is sound 
with one option for paddlers to proceed under a small bridge-like opening on the 
south side of the causeway. This is not visible to the casual paddler who most 
often must disembark against the edge of the causeway, lift the boat over the 
causeway and relaunch on the other side.  There is no record of safety hazards 
here except high water conditions that caution paddlers everywhere on the Trail.  
The Plan recommends a strategy to keep the issue on the table with an eye for 
an opportunity to package a removal.  The Plan advocates a routine scan of 
funding opportunities for removal.  The Plan advocates a directional sign for 
paddlers on the alternate route, a routine maintenance for woody debris 
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damming at the opening, and potential, permitted dredging of the alternate route 
for navigation.   

 
iv. Planning for Portages 

There are eight portages on the Trail with paddle-through options on four of them.  This 
section describes them as if paddlers, with respect to safety for beginners and those 
who wish to avoid scaring their keels on low head dam sluiceways, will progress to a 
portage.  Eventually all portages will be signed upstream.  The portages--not including 
the two that have already been discussed under “Other Obstructions” above--and their 
Plan upgrades, if applicable, are as follows: 

A. Academy Footbridge.  The footbridge north of Holly Academy is part of the 
walking path that will connect to Seven Lakes State Park.  It crosses the River at 
an old farm crossing that constricts the River and causes ta two-foot fall in higher 
water conditions. While it can be paddled, a portage around is recommended for 
less experienced kayakers or canoeists.  
 

B. Fenton Dam.  Paddlers can exit the mill pond to the left of the dam and walk 
approximately 500 feet down a sidewalk to put in at an unimproved launch below 
the dam. The City currently plans to raise funds to improve the launch below the 
dam and install directional signage. 
 

C. Linden Dam.   The Linden Mill Pond has an unimproved launch below the dam, 
which is not planned to be improved. Paddlers are advised to portage along the 
river, across Linden Road and put in at Bridge Street. This portage is 
approximately ¼ mile through a paved parking lot and street. 
 

D. Byron Dam.  The present situation on arrival at the landing at the end of Maple 
Street on the Byron Mill Pond is to complete an outing, unless there is a vehicle 
shuttle staged beforehand to reach the Byron launch 3/8 mile away.   The Byron 
Downtown Development Authority is examining a new Mill Pond landing and a 
road crossing to a new riverside launch within a convenient 80 yards of a take-
out to put-in action.  This improvement is in the Plan as an endorsement but the 
actor here will be the Byron DDA with technical support from the Coalition.  
 

E. Owosso Low-head Dam—Main Street (City riparian/owner).  The three low-head 
dams are likely a City of Owosso responsibility, the entity that constructed these 
in 1932 as an interim sewage treatment process. The Main Street sluiceway is 
navigable but is intimidating for beginners.  A take-out is possible upstream at the 
bridge but requires a sign.  The put-in location is the unimproved Middle School 
launch that will be upgraded and formally designated within the term of the Plan.  
 

F. Owosso Low-head Dam—Chipman Street (city riparian/owner).  This dam is 
dilapidated and should be removed in a shorter timeframe within this 10-year 
plan.  The portage is an awkward take-out and put-in on the east side of the river.  
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The backwash in the sluiceway is a soaker.  An upstream advisory sign is the 
planned upgrade for this removable structure.  
 

G. Owosso Low-head Dam—Memorial Health Care (riparian).  Another keel bumper 
sluiceway, the portage is on the west side of the river as will be designated by an 
in-river post sign.  No other upgrades are planned.   
 

H. Parshallburg Low-Head, Dilapidated Dam (Chesaning Twp-owner).  There is a 
very well-constructed and maintained landing below the dam.  The Plan calls for 
the dam’s removal and advocates will endeavor to garner resources and support 
to do so.  Shoreline conditions are not conducive to a portage as one must step 
into the river out of the watercraft to step up to the embankment and use the well-
worn pathway to the downstream put-in point, a sign that it is used.  Because the 
crumbling structure is likely to remain there for some years and, before the 
portage sign is installed, a portage sign and take-out embankment upgrade is 
advised.  
 

 

Figure 11 Parshallburg Portage Take-out and Trail to Put-in 

v. Capital Improvements Schedule 

The ten-year plan is an ambitious schedule for the suggested improvements and are 
summarized in the following chart by:  1) Access points; 2) Obstructions; 3) Portages, 
and; 4) Signs.  Other implementation actions with timing and funding explanations are 
detailed in Chapter 4 of the Plan.   

The chart below illustrates the approximate years from the date of this plan that 
upgrades might be expected.  Funding alternatives are based on past sources used to 
install launches and introduce new opportunities.  The advantage of an adopted plan is 
that an official statement provides a framework and competitive edge for future funding 
requests. 



32 
 

SHIAWASSEE WATER TRAIL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN 

# 
CATEGORY OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 
IMPROVEMENT 

LOCATION 

YRS. 
FROM 
NOW 

ESTIMATED 
COST 

SITE OWNER(S) 
SUGGESTED $ 

SOURCES 

A DAMS*           

A-1 
Owosso Main 

Street 
Downtown Owosso 10 $30,000  City of Owosso 

PG, FDN, SO PVT, 
VM 

A-2 
Collapsed 

Chipman St. 
West Side Owosso 3 $20,000  

City of Owosso FDN, SO, PVt, VM 

A-3 Memorial Health North Side Owosso 10 $30,000  City of Owosso FDN, SO, PVt, VM 

A-4 
Collapsed 

Parshallburg 
Chesaning Twp 3 $20,000  

Chesaning Township PG, FDN, SO, PVT 

B 
NEW ACCESS 

POINTS           

B-1 Fish Lake Road Holly Twp. 2 $75,000  Headwaters 
PG, FDN, SO, 

Twp. 

B-3 Hogan Road 
Genesee Wastewater 

Plant Property 
4 $20,000  

Genesee Cnty Drain 
Comm'n 

SO, FDNj, PVT, 
VM 

B-4 Village of Vernon 
Leaf Dump/Recycling 

Site 
2 $20,000  Village of Vernon SO, FDN, PVT, VM 

B-5 
Owosso Middle 

School 
Downtown Owosso 2 $10,000  City of Owosso 

PG, FDN, SO, PVT, 
VM 

B-6 Six Mile Creek New Haven Twp 2 $15,000  
County Parks 

Comm'n 
PG, FDN, SO, PVT, 

VM 

B-7 Pine Grove Park New Haven Twp 8 $50,000  County Parks 
Comm'n 

PG, FDN, SO, PVT, 
NRTF, VM 

B-8 Showboat Landing Downtown Chesaning 3 $40,000  Village of Chesaning 
PG, FDN, SO, PVT, 

VM 

C OBSTRUCTIONS           

C-1 Argentine Bridge Argentine Twp 8 $5,000  Private Decision 
SRWT, PVT, VM, 
SO 

C-2 Causeway Caledonia Twp 10 $100,000  Private Decision PVT, SO, VM 

D PORTAGES**           

D-1 Academy Bridge Holly Twp. 1 $500  Holly Twp SO 

D-2 Fenton Dam Area City of Fenton 1 Undecided City of Fenton SO 

D-3 Linden Dam  City of Linden 2 Undecided City of Linden SO 

D-4 Byron Mill Pond Village of Byron 1 $25,000  Village/DDA 
FDN, S.O., VM, 

PVT 

D-5 Parshallburg Chesaning Twp 3 $750  Township S.O., PVT, VM 

E SIGNS           

E-1 
7 Upstream 

Landing Notice 
Signs 

Linden to Chesaning 2 thru 7 $1,000  Site Owners 
FDN, SO, SRWT, 

VM 

E-2 
 15 Mile Marker 

Posts 
Argentine to Chesaning 1 thru 7 $10,000  Coalition SRWT, FDN, VM 

E-3 14 Arrival Signs McCaslin to Chesaning 1 thru 7 $1,500  Coalition 
SRWT, SO, FDN, 

VM 
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# 
CATEGORY OF 

IMPROVEMENTS 
IMPROVEMENT 

LOCATION 

YRS. 
FROM 
NOW 

ESTIMATED 
COST 

SITE OWNER(S) 
SUGGESTED $ 

SOURCES 

E-4 
6 Roadside 

Directional Signs 
Corunna to Chesaning 3 $600  Site Owners SO 

E-5 8 Portage Signs Holly to Chesaning 1 thru 7 $1,600  Coalition 
SRWT, SO FDN, 

VM 

E-6 
10 Interpretive 

Signs 
Fenton to Chesaning 3 thru 7 $7,000  Site Owners FDN, PG, PVT 

E-7 
10 Information 

Kiosks 
Linden to Chesaning 2 thru 7 $5,000  Site Owners FDN, PG, PVT 

E-8 6 Safety Signs Holly to Chesaning 2 $1,000  Coalition SRWT, SO, VM 

E-9 
5 Emergency 

Landing 
Holly to Chesaning 5 $1,000  Site Owners SRWT, FDN, VM 

 
     

 

 Funding Source Symbols:     

 PG MDNR Passport Grant    

 LWCF MDNR Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant  

 FDN Various Foundation Grant Sources   

 SO Site Owner Contribution    

 SRWT Coalition Funded and Project Specific Campaigns  

 PVT Philanthropic, Corporate, Donated, Partnership  

 VM Volunteer Match     

 
NRTF 

Natural Resources Trust 
Fund    

 Notes     
        1) The Fenton, Linden, and Byron Dams are not planned or considered for removal 

 
2) New Access Points improve upon the adequate spacing of existing access 

points. 
 

 
**The other portages in the system are not listed because they are manageable as is. 
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CHAPTER 4 – MARKETING AND PUBLIC EDUCATION 
 

a. Mission, Logo-Branding, & Marketing, Promotion and Events Strategies. 

The Mission of the Shiawassee River Water Trail Coalition is: 

The Shiawassee River Water Trail Coalition, is a committed stakeholder 

association of municipalities, agencies, non-profit corporations and 

interested individuals along the course of the Shiawassee River between 

Holly and Chesaning, Michigan. The Mission of the Coalition is to improve 

and promote public use of the water trail as a valuable resource for non-

motorized recreation and tourism and to support and enhance river 

conservation and stewardship. 

The adopted logo is also the brand for the water trail with the convenience of the winding 

character of the letter “S” from the Shiawassee name and the majestic blue heron-a 

common siting along the course of the Trail.   All new and replacement Trail signs together 

with communications and printed marketing will carry this logo for instant recognition and 

brand support. 

 

 

Marketing and Promotion of the Trail shall be accomplished in many ways, including, but 

not limited to: 

 A new water trail map and guide with distribution to outlets/entities in the watershed 

and venues throughout the State of Michigan 
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 A tri-fold informational brochure about the Trail that shall include points of interest, 

service providers, contact names, and means for association with the Coalition. 

 Web-site enrichment with interactive features for users, references to informational 

publications, the water trail map and other graphics, contact methods, educational 

material, and links to partnerships. 

 Facebook presence to share upcoming events, celebrate accomplishments and 

feature trail qualities, especially landmark advances for accessibility and trail 

services.  Other social media outlets as with Instagram and Snapchat will offer 

easy access for viewers to experience Trail features. 

 On-site signs for directions, information, trail maps, vehicle staging, safety, 

portages, and cultural/historical interpretation kiosks.   

 Maintenance of a speaker’s bureau team to conduct public presentations about 

the Trail to groups within trail communities and throughout the watershed.  

 Ongoing drive to increase identification and sign-on from local municipalities with 

the Coalition’s Memorandum of Understanding. 

 Trail articles and submittals to trusted media outlets to foster regional and Great 

Lakes attention on the Trail.   

 Trail activity/event entries submittals to the “what’s going on” calendars of the four 

Chamber of Commerce websites. 

 Engagement and presence at symposiums and conferences compatible with the 

Trail’s character with this illustration of 2017 gatherings and annually thereafter: 

Michigan Trails Summits, Midwest Trail and Greenways Conference,  River and/or 

Watershed Conferences, Grant Funding Workshops 

Trail events include annual functions that already take place.  They are planned and 

executed by the Coalition sub-chapters and other partners along the Trail.  New events 

at the Coalition level are not yet planned.  Sub-entity River related examples include: 

 Keepers of the Shiawassee River Festival in Fenton 

 Curwood Festival in Owosso 

 Byron’s Downtown Development Authority river events 

 Headwaters Trails, Inc.,  Adventure Paddle and Fall Color Paddle 

 Keepers of the Shiawassee group paddles all along the Trail 

 Paddling safety and training events (Keepers) 

 Friends of the Shiawassee River wine tasting event and river fundraiser 

With two privately owned and operated liveries along the Trail, there are numerous paddle 

events and opportunities for churches, organizations and YMCA’s that take place without 

Coalition oversight.  Another livery from Oakland County also serves paddle events for 

the Headwaters Trail area at Holly. 

The Coalition with its periodic meeting schedule shall incorporate event development 

planning as a routine agenda item.  Examples of unfulfilled event categories worthy of 
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discussion and implementation include historical, botanical, cultural, nature viewing, 

fishing, conservation “days”, Arbor Days, Earth Days, and biathlons along the Trail.   

b. Water-Related Tourism and Key Points of Interest 

Tourism is not only having a worthy travel destination; it is also a service industry.  The 

two must work together to have a credible basis for marketing the Water Trail to the 

traveling public.  Also, there is an important advantage to becoming inclusive to the area’s 

population, the non-traveling public, with the accomplishment of a ‘tour one’s own town’ 

perspective to the meaning of tourism. 

The travel destination, in the context of the Water Trail Plan, is the Shiawassee River 

Water Trail for recreational users.  The trail is sufficiently long for two-to-four-night visits 

that raises the question of overnight accommodations and/or camping.  The river 

segments have distinct qualities that draw tourists with varying preferences and abilities.  

For example the water trail may not be the principle reason for a visit to the region.  To 

that end, collaborative tourism venues will benefit from enrichment recommendations to 

each other’s travel offerings.   

To get started, the Plan and guides define the river in segments that identify day trips 

ranging from 2-to-8 hours.  The water trail map identifies those units.  The Plan offers the 

following trips for tourists intending to spend significant time on the River: 

 The Holly to Fenton half-day trip with a shorter option when the Fish Lake landing 

is built. 

 Fenton to Linden half-day trip with shorter options to the intermediary access sites. 

 Linden upstream on quiet waters to Lake Ponemah, 2-3 hour round trip with a stop 

at a boat-dock restaurant. 

 The Linden to Byron day trip with shorter trip options within that span. 

 The Byron to Shiatown day trip, again with shorter trip options within. 

 The Shiatown to Owosso’s Harmon Patridge Park day trip with shorter options  

 The Harmon Patridge Park to Chesaning day trip, at 21 river miles, a most 

ambitious day trip, with shorter options.   

The likelihood of a four-to-five-day excursion is small as is true with most Michigan water 

trails. The message is that the Shiawassee River Water Trail is a river trail “Up North 

Close By”.   

The tourism service sector has some facilities common to all tourists and a few 

perspectives that relate uniquely to water trail tours.  The common facilities are lodging, 

camping, supplemental points of interest, and restaurants. The four Chambers of 

Commerce, with websites offer information on the mentioned service sectors.  The trail 

support “industry” is considered well-developed and convenient to trail users.    

One service merits discussion for its uniqueness to water trails—camping.  Currently two 

riverside campsites exist—one at Walnut Hills north of Byron Village and the other at 
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Showboat Park—the trail’s endpoint.  Myer’s Lake Campground lies within 500 feet of the 

river across a road east of Byron. 

A targeted service package for water trail users might include the following assets: 

 Watercraft lockers to permit off-river tourism, dining, commercial lodging, and land 

trail hiking 

 Bike racks for paddlers who stage access point-to-access point with their own 

travel vehicle with the use of a bicycle connection 

 QR Codes at access site signs filled with public services information 

 Cell phone applications (one already exists for the Byron to Chesaning segments) 

 Escorted outings for kayakers who don’t feel sufficiently familiar with the River 

 SRWT website “travel host” feature for personalized assistance to prospective 

tourists.  Add referrals to liveries. 

 Active website advisory on periodic water conditions on the river relating to safety 

(high flow) and navigability (low flow/drought).   

 

Water Trail Activities  

 Fishing along the Trail.  The river is home to at least 54 species of fish.  Of these, 

recreational sport fisheries include smallmouth bass (consistently rated as one of the best 

in the Mid-West), rock bass, northern pike, white sucker, redhorse suckers, and channel 

catfish.  An emerging fish presence is the walleye, a migratory fish that now successfully 

maneuvers the river to the first low-head weir in Owosso where this obstruction and the 

other two Owosso weirs impair, the annual pattern for this highly prized and flavorful 

gamefish.  Free migration routes on the River are essential to the future of this resource.  

With water quality progress in Saginaw Bay, MDNR fisheries personnel predict a time 

when lake sturgeon will migrate upstream on the Shiawassee River.   

Access to “fishing holes” is a time-honored tradition, and the Shiawassee River is very 

accessible to fishers.  Together with riverfront sites, the navigability of the Water Trail and 

the increase in numbers and improvements to access opens the entire length of the water 

trail to the sport.  Already one fishing outfitter company in Ann Arbor offers Shiawassee 

River fishing trips to regional and out-of-state customers.  

Trail maintenance and other activities shall support the quality of the fishing experience.  

An important and direct connection to the Coalition’s operations is the management of 

woody debris.  Retaining an in-river woody debris character while conducting minimal 

clearing for navigability serves both paddling and fishing.   

Other policies advocated in the Plan include retaining and introducing a tree canopy for 

shading and cooling the River.  Siltation avoidance in stormwater also favors the fishery 

resource because it slows the process of filling the naturally shaped scour holes. The 

continuation and program growth of macroinvertebrate testing for water quality currently 

organized by Friends of the Shiawassee Stream Team volunteer researchers will 
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periodically inform the communities along the river, resource conservation agencies, and 

a program partner, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, of one more indicator 

of the efficacy of their water quality programming and practices.    

 

Figure 12 Stream Team at State Road Drain Tributary to the Shiawassee River 

 

Figure 13 Recent inhabitant of Shiawassee River near Chesaning after Dam Removals 

Nature viewing and the outdoor experience.  The more common purpose of paddle 

excursions is the access to a navigable water body to be outdoors and “water hiking” the 

viewsheds of the blue water highway that is the Shiawassee River.  It is no stretch of the 

imagination to perceive the waterway as a 2,000 acre surface water public park from Holly 

to Chesaning.  Add to that aspect, the presence of a predominant deciduous forest and 

the benefit of seasonal rhythms that deliver beautiful scenes. Springtime floats reveal 

flowering trees and groundcover mile-after-mile.  The viewing of sun-basking turtles, 

water snakes, deer, raccoons, beaver, birds (including bald eagles and proposed osprey 

nest installations), schools of fish, and an occasional mink or otter enriches any two-mile 

segment or longer paddle on the Trail.   The strength of the flow of the river is a recognized 
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asset especially for the Walnut Hills to Parshallburg segment when glacial geology 

created many riffle zones with the Owosso to Henderson concentration from 6 foot falls 

per mile.  With frequent in-river glacial erratics (large boulders), there is a risk-free but 

sporty aspect to the enjoyment for most paddlers.  For nature viewing and the outdoor 

experience, the Shiawassee River could be authentically marketed under the popular 

trend banner of eco-tourism.   A river system is emblematic of the observation that says, 

“You can’t travel the same river twice.”   Rivers are dynamic, current-induced resources 

that grant freshened awareness time and again.  

Points of Interest.   

The information kiosks at access sites and website features will offer information on the 

River’s natural and cultural history and help paddlers  understandable river’s story from 

its days as a Native American waterway to its present-day fishing, paddling, and nature 

viewing purposes.  The Plan will not endeavor to list all the points except for an illustration 

of the richness that is there.  The Trail operations plan is to sign the access sites with 

supplemental information about history and culture.  The Coalition will create a self-

guided tour smartphone application from start to finish with all the advantages of 

affordability and limitless information sharing.  Headwaters Trails, Inc., has already 

installed interpretive signs at some of the landings above Fenton.  The sign plan will 

upgrade over time with Coalition and public input recommendations for what historical 

and cultural aspects should be featured at the access sites.   

The Byron to Parshallburg fold-out map guide (to be replaced) lists a sampling of 16 points 

of interest.  This is one example of many—that is, the works of Owosso’s James Oliver 

Curwood, one of America’s leading novelists and conservationists in the 1920’s.  

Curwood constructed a riverside writing studio in a Normandy-inspired chateau called 

Curwood Castle.  In this studio, 34 published novels--adventure stories with many river 

settings—became a Hollywood favorite for many motion pictures.  This story amplifies in 

significance with a persistent theme in the novels and that is the values of conservation.  

For example, in 1923’s The Alaskan, Curwood writes… 

“He had seen the pillaging work of these financial brigands in a dozen states 

during the past winter—states raped of their forests, their lakes and streams 

robbed and polluted, their resources hewn down to naked skeletons. He had 

been horrified and a little frightened when he looked over the desolation of 

Michigan, once the richest timber state in America.”   P. 44 

Then along comes the 1906 creation of the Shiawassee Conservation Association.  

With Curwood’s involvement in the 1926 granting to the SCA of a vast riverside 

parcel and a structure where conservationists could gather, the Michigan United 

Conservation Clubs (MUCC) was formed and headquartered in this Owosso 

location for 50 years.  That is a legacy to be proclaimed in trail promotions. 
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Figure 14 Curwood Castle, Owosso, Photo Credit: Michael Jordan 

 

Figure 15 Owosso’s Curwood Riverside Sculpture 

   

             

For tourists and locals alike history offers from our past a consciousness of 

progressive movement from past to present—a consciousness easily extrapolated 
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into the future and a support for living in the present with a conservation ethic.  

Through all the methods of communication and information sharing, the Water Trail 

can offer this message for every visitor’s contact with the Trail.  And this is only one 

point of interest that an active Coalition will package for the tourist.  See Appendix C 

for a sampling of interest points.  

 

c. Connections to Other Water Trails and to Non-Motorized Trails. 

The marketing of the water trail will incorporate the contemporary inclination of 

active Trail users to add on to a recreational experience.  The trend is to combine 

water-based recreation with land-based recreation.  These formats exist and are 

planned for the Water Trail’s connections to land-based resources: 

1. James Miner River Walkway.  Between the cities of Corunna and Owosso, a 

four mile walkway was constructed in the 1970’s through the leadership of a 

local community activist, James Miner.   The Trail offers a hiking and biking 

experience from one access point in Corunna’s McCurdy Park to another in 

Owosso’s Curwood Castle Park.  It is already practiced today on individual 

basis.  In the future the generous landside area and ideal distance offer the 

foundations for a biathlon event for any number of local organizations to 

operate and sponsor. Two Coalition-led improvements are recommended—

a) Kayak lockers in Owosso, and; b) bike racks in Owosso.   

2. For a more ambitious river-land connection, the Owosso terminal of the 41-

mile Clinton, Ionia, and Shiawassee Rail Trail will eventually end at Curwood 

Castle Park and connect with the James Miner Trail. The dual river/bike 

mode relationship of the Trails is in the minds of the users and organizers to 

market as an opportunity for expanded recreational experiences.  

3. Local land trails near the waterway.  There are four existing and proposed:  

a) A trail connector between Corunna’s Heritage Park on the River—the site 

of a 2017 dam removal—and the city’s McCurdy Park is to be a walking and 

biking connector to trail segments; b) The DeVries Nature Conservancy 

landing north of Owosso that offers two miles of walking trails on this 

conservation site with interpretive signs and even conservation education 

programs; c) a complex of land trails in Holly Township connecting Seven 

Lakes State Park to the Village of Holly to the proposed Fish Lake launch, 

and; d) the proposed LAFF trail named for its potential in connecting Linden, 

Argentine, Fenton and Fenton Township 

4. Road biking between access points.  The Shiawassee River paddle guide 

offers a concept for bikers to stage paddle experiences by having a vehicle at 

one access point and placing a bicycle at the other access point.  The guide 

proceeds to detail rural road directions between the two points.  These roads 

are relatively safe, low-traffic volume bikeways and offer more than a 

practical trip staging method—the bike rides between access points average 
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30-minutes and offers the added value of a one-way tour of country scenic 

landscapes.  Incumbent upon promotion of this land-water trail interface is an 

upgrade for bike racks and kayak lockers.   

 

Figure 16 Planned Footbridge for the intersection of the James S Miner Trail, the CIS Rails to Trails; with the 
Shiawassee River Water Trail in Downtown Owosso 

d. Public Education, Key Stakeholders and Volunteers. 

Over the past 18 months, the Coalition and its partners presented the Trail to the 

public from at least 15 podiums where various organizations have offered speaker 

events to explain the Trail and secure support.  Newspaper articles have been 

frequent and supportive. Some are displayed elsewhere in the Water Trail 

Application.  Many letters of support have arisen from these talks and are also 

placed in the Application.  As mentioned earlier, the Plan endorses a well-publicized 

speaker’s bureau that will be made available to organizations and conferences, both 

locally and regionally.  The topics can range from the entire trail concept to focus 

subjects such as water safety, fishing, touring, economic development, sponsorship 

recruitment, or events promotion.  In the latter example, for the past two years the 

Friends of the Shiawassee River offered kayak boat shows including one show at a 

lakeside demonstration site where event guest could try out various watercraft.  

These presentations were one method of reaching key stakeholders.  The 

signatories to the Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) compose the most direct 

link to stakeholders regarding the Trail.  Although not yet parties to the MOU, there 

are other entities that should be contacted because they have the potential to aid 

with successful Trail operations, funding and management.  These include, but are 

not limited to: 
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 The area’s historical commissions for assistance in developing the self-

guided tour and content for signs at access sites.  Their own marketing and 

guided tour events will be encouraged to reference the river as a worthy 

basis for a tour or presentation.  

 Local foundations, conservancies and municipalities can offer staff resources 

for assistance in trail improvements, operational efficiency and maintenance 

obligations. The intent of the Plan is to expand their association into the MOU 

over time. The municipalities and the Coalition share a common concern 

over non-point and point source pollution sources and their abatement for 

water quality gains.   

 The four Resource Conservation Service offices of the four respective trail 

Counties oversee the public programming of soil conservation and best 

agronomic practices at the watershed level.  The Trail is a river-based 

phenomenon.  The river is a reflection of the watershed’s surface water and 

groundwater contribution to the resource.  

 Local service clubs, organizations and public schools.  With the Coalition’s 

added focus on the great potential here, Trail capital improvements, 

maintenance (clean-ups), and educational messages on environmental 

quality and care-giving enrich the Trail’s integrity.  

 Coalition Campaigns for targeted improvements.  Topical initiatives reveal 

stakeholder associations that may compound the already listed stakeholders 

with targeted activity areas of improvement.  For example, the objective to 

illustrate native landscaping techniques on either private or public property 

sites can match the Coalition with a local garden club or Arbor Day event for 

youth engagement.  Rain gardens are manageable streamside illustrations. 

The Plan endorses the Coalition’s deliberate attention to opportunities for 

highly valued best management practices along the Trail and in the 

watershed.  

 Volunteer Work Days.  Several Coalition partners have well-developed 

connections to local volunteers who turn out for river clean-ups and trail 

improvements.  The potential to expand the number of these key supporters 

will motivate ongoing Coalition efforts. 

Appendix D offers a more detailed, named list of key stakeholders and partners 

for future reference in Coalition trail operations.     

 

e. Restoration and Community Support. 

There is another perspective to a water trail’s operational agenda—restoration. 
Restoration includes repairs to human impact on the natural environment.  A water trail 
as a featured designated water body shall have incorporated restoration efforts as part 
of the Plan.  Adverse impacts are present and often interrelated, to wit… 

 Soil erosion on embankments 
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 Deforested embankments 
 Short rooted grasses/lawns on the river’s edge 
 Disturbed sites—partial demolition remnants 
 Point source effluent outlets without pre-treatment (rare) 
 Dilapidated in-river dams (2) and low-head weirs (2) no longer serving a purpose 
 Incompatible riverside land uses, especially direct stormwater discharges 

Through grants-in-aid and support from municipalities and public agencies, each 
restoration need has a slate of resources, enabling laws and ordinances available to 
them.  The advantage of a Coalition is the ability to prioritize actions on identified needs 
and work together with Coalition partners for solutions.   

Operationally, the Coalition will have, through its three sub-chapters, any number of 
projects at a time.  Policy advocacy, technical assistance, support recruitment and time-
based objective formation become the tools for restoration projects.  The Coalition will 
maintain a unique position to gather together the change agents for water trail 
restorations from adverse impacts.   

 

f. Challenges, Guiding Principles and Strategies. 

The process of creating a Coalition to a successful designation as a National Water 
Trail revealed a repeating series of challenges, guiding principles and strategies for the 
means to accomplish the overall goal of trail designation and enduring operations.  The 
Coalition meetings and the required submittals for Trail designation are a guide to this 
Plan segment response.  Some challenges are seen from the viewpoint, “Water trails 
are never finished.” 

Challenges.  The Coalition has yet to isolate a list of challenges as an exercise in the 
Trail application effort.  What may be assembled into a list are the agenda items at its 
meetings, essentially “things to do” and what hurdles might interrupt accomplishments.  
The item-by-item set of challenges are in various stages of response.  Some will persist 
after the pending Trail designation.  To date these are: 

 Organizational formation for overall Trail operations, funding and management.  
The successful response has been a Memorandum of Understanding, now 
signed by the key parties.  The MOU strengthens with the addition of more 
municipal partners and assembly of agencies.  Building the list of MOU 
participants is a two-year campaign for existing Coalition members to carry out.  
It is deemed plausible to gain the remainder of water trail towns on the Trail. 

 The River’s place in the larger community context.  The river movement for the 
MOU entities is in its youth with about twenty years of experience.  The 1972 
Clean Water Act and recent place making training for quality of life advances 
combined to set the table for the river-focused movement to grow.  The 2011 
Saginaw Bay algae bloom and the downriver site of the nationally prominent 
Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge elevated the Nature Conservancy and the 
seven watershed counties Resource Conservation Service agencies to retain 
and increase water quality programming. The water quality emphasis is 
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underway and fruitful and offers the opportunity to enjoy the improved resource.  
The challenge is sustainability of effort and expansion of water quality efforts with 
stormwater discharges—every watershed occupant’s responsibility. 

 Connectivity.  The umbrella theme of “connectivity” reveals challenges with some 
impoundments, some associated awkward portages, desired and new 
acquisitions for access points, river biosphere’s inhabitant’s free migration, and 
ease of navigability for a number of reasons (woody debris, impoundments, low 
flows, access site standards, user information for trip planning).  The Plan 
addresses the challenges with some satisfaction of existing conditions and with 
strategies for improvement under the theme of “we can do better.”  The Coalition 
foresees aggressive, positive change for connectivity upgrades. 

 Marketing the Product.  The message to the public, with a need for repetition of 
the message, is periodic, recently branded and newly connected as a trail 
system.  The Coalition has a goal of continuous improvement for that aspect of 
trail operations and deems the challenge as manageable and fitting to the 
Coalition role.  Another livery in the Owosso area, and distant from the service 
area of the other two liveries is needed.  The Coalition can play a role in 
marketing that need to help induce a private sector response.  

 Trail Maintenance.  The maintenance of the trail arises instantly after storms and 
in response to trail wide influences such as the green ash borer and resultant 
dead tree falls.  Woody debris conditions that obstruct navigability can take 
weeks or months to clear in some sections.  The challenge to the Coalition is to 
have the sub-organizations and water trail towns of the MOU establish an 
identified and reliable corps of woody debris managers from Holly to Chesaning.  
There is an unyielding need for a post-storm and an early springtime 
reconnaissance team to assess conditions and schedule clearing efforts as the 
obstructions arise. 

 Funding.  Every environmental and recreational interest seeks improved funding.  
The newly formed Coalition will face coordination of investments for existing and 
funded water trail operations in their own river segments for trail-wide 
improvements and operations.  With a trail designation and the adopted Plan, 
there is confidence in the philanthropic and service club involvement for 
assistance with maintenance, capital improvements and events.   
 

Principles and Strategies of Planning.  The Plan is the Trail’s official statement for the 
long term development of its resources.  It is comprehensive in nature.  It is founded in 
good information and ongoing, broadened public participation.  To assist in that 
endeavor, there are guiding principles to planning in general terms and in the specific 
aspects of a water trail.  The principles, to have effect, must be projected in part or in 
their totality at public presentations, Facebook posts, written pieces, and table displays 
at meetings.  New Coalition members shall receive, among other membership guides, a 
copy of its principles. 

These are: 
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1) Be Inclusive and Supportive of Diversity.  The water trail is for all people and 
accessibility design, widespread communication, broadened notion of 
partnerships, and affordability combine to help the Trail meet that standard. 

2) Be Visionary.  Within a long term plan, a trail organization must see the 
possibilities before weighing in on short-term practical necessities.  Every 
organization has visionaries and it is essential that their perspectives constitute a 
consciousness to add value to every endeavor of the trail plan. 

3) Data helps.  An inventory of access points and facilities, public services near the 
trail, environmental conditions, and amenities form a planning foundation to 
adjoin with the public participation side of planning.  Data should always be 
sought to enhance the planning process including information and evaluation 
measures on the sustainability of the Trail over time.   

4) Engage the Community.  There is a tendency for special interest groups to 
operate within their enthusiasm and passion for the Trail.  Surmounting that all 
too common trait is the realization of community-wide input and participation as a 
sustaining force for the well-being of the trail.  The persona of this principle is to 
give the trail away and nurture partnerships. 

5) Conserve and enhance the health of natural systems.  This principle applies to 
every aspect of our lives.  The land and water nature of a water trail strikes at the 
heart of conservation and restoration.  A plan has a thorough, pervasive 
character to this principle. 

6) Communities should contain an ample amount of open space.  A planner’s value 
of open space to our physical and mental well-being calls attention to the Water 
Trail’s plan of the inherent open space nature of the water way and the adjoining 
lands. 

7) A successful water trail is a catalyst for improved recreational capacity, resource 
conservation, healthy lifestyles and local prosperity.  The standard indicates the 
need for attention and alertness in the organization to plan and act with a broad 
paintbrush for all the indicators of a good trail system. 

8) A water trail understands the benefit and necessity of public private partnerships 
and enfolds the private sector into opportunities for investment in the trail system.  

9) Marketing is essential.  A water trail achieves clear, consistent communications.  
10)  A water trail adopts a “leave no trace” program and communication system that 

offers services to users and messages for best practices on the waterway.   
11)  A trail ensures respect for property owners along the Trail.  Access site 

communications clear this concept “up front” before the trail use begins. 
12)  A trail maintains a sustainable business, maintenance and marketing plan.  

Upon completion of the initial water trail plan, ensuing plan updates must 
schedule at least every 5 years.  The six-year capital improvements plan is 
updated annually and maintains the six year sequence. 

13)  Water trails achieve an emergency response plan and safety measure 
communication system.  Emergency service responders know the trail and its 
access points.  Site signs advise river safety for obstructions and day-to-day 
conditions available on the USGS river gauge web site.  In river post signs advise 
availability of emergency take-outs and upcoming obstructions.  Health agencies 
post advisories on water quality body contact and sanitation practices. 
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14)  A public land use system (master plans and ordinances) will achieve this subset 
of principles: 

a. Establish open space standards with river buffer distances 
b. Establish priority criteria for open space acquisition and conservation 

easements 
c. Integrate watershed management plans with the water trail 
d. Package riverside brownfield redevelopment projects with water quality 

and trail upgrades 
e. Promote a strong sense of place and bind citizens in a love for community 
f. Recognize, communicate and protect historic sites 
g. Oversee site development that respects the riverside and avoidance of 

intrusive site design 
h. With master plan upgrades, incorporate water trail needs/opportunities 

Guiding principles also are mentioned throughout the plan (e.g., volunteerism, 
education, native species planting) and suggest many other ways to communicate the 
foundation system of beliefs and chain of reasoning for a water trail’s well-being.  
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Summary Statement 
The cumulative effect of a comprehensive Plan with its inventory, planned 
improvements, programming, management and principles arrives naturally to a visitor’s 
comment from this 1909 postcard, “Boating is fine here.”   

 

 

The Shiawassee River Water Trail acknowledges measurable progress since that post 
card and plans for progress for the next decade.  The area’s water trail movement 
recognizes the benefits of close-to-home recreation, the environmental integrity of the 
resource, a legacy of access-site development, and a profound and humbling 
acknowledgement of room for improvement in conservation, education, events and 
encouragement of healthy lifestyles.  The trail plan fosters increased access for youth 
and persons with disabilities.  The economic benefit to tourist service businesses is 
integral to the trail organizers motives.  The fund raising advantages rise for access site 
owners that seek facility upgrades.  The establishment of a trail connects stakeholders 
into a reliable operational level for management and maintenance.  To that end the 
Memorandum of Understanding binds the three non-profit sub-chapters and water trail 
towns.  The more passive nature of trail use for fishers, paddlers, nature enthusiasts, 
and fitness advocates make a small footprint on the resource and a large improvement 
to one’s quality of life.   
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PLAN APPENDICES:  
A. Inventory of Shiawassee River Access Sites and Water Trail Maps 
B. Level of Maintenance Chart for Owner Responsibility at Access Sites 
C. Points of Interest Along the Trail 
D. Stakeholders and Partners of the Trail 

 
 
 



Appendix A 
Inventory of Shiawassee River Access Sites
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Site Overview

78
12 3

1

17

25

26

14

21

27
28

19

9

4
613

15

16

18
20

23

5

24

0

6
Hogan
Road

Fish
Lake
Road

Owosso
Middle
School

Cole
Road

Vernon
Planned
Access

Heritage
Park

Six Mile
Creek Bridge
- Planned

Johnstone
Road -
Planned

Legend
Access Type

Developed

Mobility Impaired Developed

Carry-In

Alternate

Emergency



Inventory of Shiawassee River Access Sites   |   5

Developed Access - A site that provides water access via a paved or gravel public boat ramp or dock, often with 
other facilities and amenities.

Mobility Impaired Developed Access - A site that provides canoe and kayak access via a launch designed to 
provide extra assistance which allows paddlers of all abilities to enter and exit the water with ease. 

Carry-In Access - An undeveloped river shore or beach area that provides easy public access for canoes and 
kayaks; facilities and other amenities usually not available. 

Alternate Access - A carry-in access site that presents some challenge to access the water.  Access may be an 
undeveloped road end, a steep slope to the water, or require wading through muck or wetlands. 

Emergency Access - Use of these sites (primarily road ends) is restricted by limited parking options, high user 
conflict potential, or agreements with site owners that only permit emergency egress.

Access Type Description



6    |   Appendix A

Sites Inventoried

ID Name

Total 
River 
Miles Ownership Launch Type

Suggested and/or 
Planned Improvements

Amenities

d * m ^
1 Water works Park 0 Village of Holly Developed Canoe/Kayak lockers, 

signage, permanent 
bathroom facilities



E1 Residential Home Private Emergency
E2 Wastewater 

Treatment Plant
Oakland County Emergency

2 Fish Lake Road - 
Future Access

2.3 Headwaters 
Trails

Alternate Parking lot, board walk to 
gravel launch site, signage, 
walking path and bridge 
across river to Township 
park

E3 South Holly Road Private Emergency
3 Strom Park 6.55 City of Fenton Developed ADA accessible path, 

vault toilets, shoreline 
stabilization



4 Fenton Mill Dam 
Portage - Future 
Access

6.72 City of Fenton Carry-In ADA accessible boat 
launch or developed gravel 
carry-in, install wayfinding 
signage

 

5 Rackham Park / 
Fenton Cultural & 
Community Center

7.27 City of Fenton Carry-In Wayfinding signage, 
shoreline stabilization

6 Bush Park 7.45 City of Fenton Developed    

E4 Forest Drive Private Emergency
E5 Georgetown 

Parkway
Private Emergency

E6 Torrey Road MDOT Emergency
7 DNR Lake 

Ponemah Boat 
Launch (Parking 
Fee)

10.15 Michigan DNR Developed Wayfinding signage from 
river channel

 

8 Linden Mill Pond 
Park and Dam

13.41 City of Linden Developed 
above dam; 
carry-in 
below dam

ADA Boat launch above 
dam to allow for lake 
paddling excursions; 
improved lighting and 
signage; kayak lockers; 
wayfinding signage for put-
in below dam

  

9 Bridge Street City of Linden Carry-In Gravel carry-in launch; 
ADA accessible path 
alongside stairs down 
to river, mileage and 
wayfinding signage
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Sites Inventoried (continued)

ID Name

Total 
River 
Miles Ownership Launch Type

Suggested and/or 
Planned Improvements

Amenities

d * m ^
10 Hogan Road 16.38 Genesee County, 

WWTP
Alternate Gravel carry-in launch; 

roadside signage; improve 
walking path from river to 
road, parking lot

P1 Farm Bridge 
Obstacle

18.4 Private Portage Signage

11 Rolston Road - 
Future Access

Southern Lakes 
Parks and 
Recreation

Unimproved  

Cole Road 19.95 Genesee County 
Road Easement

Alternate Gravel carry-in; roadside 
signage; improve walking 
path down to river

12 McCaslin Lake 
Road Put In

21.69 Argentine 
Township

Developed ADA path and launch?; 
vault toilets; picnic area; 
water refill station; mileage 
and wayfinding signage; 
fishing dock



13 Byron Portage 29.36 Byron Area 
Schools

Carry-In Signage indicating lengthy 
portage (1/2 mile); gravel 
or concrete launch



14 Byron High School 
Ball Field Launch

Byron Area 
Schools

Developed Wayfinding signage to 
park, and downtown

Port-
a-

john 


15 Walnut Hills 
Campground 
(Parking Fee)

34.23 Walnut Hills 
Campground 
(Private)

Carry-In Gravel carry in launch; 
wayfinding signage

Port-
a-

john 


16 Geeck Road County 
Park

41.21 Shiawassee 
County

Carry-In Shoreline erosion control; 
interpretive and wayfinding 
signage

Port-
a-

john 


17 Shiatown County 
Park

47.46 Shiawassee 
County

Developed Seasonal port-a-johns; 
wayfinding signage 

Vernon Access Village of Vernon Alternate Concrete carry-in launch; 
wayfinding signage

18 Lytle Road / Goebel 
County Park

55.31 Shiawassee 
County

Carry-In


P2 Brick Plant 
Causeway

57.06 Private Portage Signage

19 Brady Street 
Portage until August 
2017

58.52 City of Corunna Mobility 
Impaired 
Developed

Handicap accessible 
canoe/kayak launch, 
handicap port a john along 
with parking and pathway 
improvements
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Sites Inventoried (continued)

ID Name

Total 
River 
Miles Ownership Launch Type

Suggested and/or 
Planned Improvements

Amenities

d * m ^
Heritage Park City of Corunna Alternate “Friends of the Shiawassee 

River” have purchased 
a nearby house for their 
office. We will be removing 
the dam, improving 
parking, and created a 
non-motorized trail along 
the river, and creating 
a fishing pier out at the 
edge of the new river bed. 
Future improvements will 
be bathrooms

20 Corunna McCurdy 
Park

59.35 City of Corunna Carry-In
   

21 Oakwood Avenue 
Landing / Voight 
Loop Park

61.97 City of Owosso Developed Barrier free landing to pair 
up with Brady Street 

Port-
a-

john 


P3 Owosso Weir 1 City of Owosso Portage Signage
22 Owosso Middle 

School
Owosso Schools Alternate Developed boat launch; 

wayfinding and interpretive 
signage; kayak lockers

 

E7 Baker College Baker College Emergency 

P4 Owosso Weir 2 63.79 City of Owosso Portage Signage
P5 Owosso Weir 3 64.29 City of Owosso Portage Signage
23 Harmon Partridge 

City Park
65.86 City of Owosso Carry-In Carry in boat launch; 

signage 
Port-

a-
john 



24 Devries Nature 
Conservancy

67.28 Devries Nature 
Conservancy

Carry-In Carry in boat launch; 
signage   

25 Henderson County 
Park

73.89 Shiawassee 
County 

Developed Benches and trash 
containers at east launch; 
signage; relocation of 
entrance gate to allow for 
off season parking 

  

6-Mile Creek Bridge Shiawassee 
County ROW

Alternate Upgrade roadside parking; 
signage; carry in boat 
launch; walking path from 
launch to parking area

North M-52 Park 
(Johnstone Rd)

79 Shiawassee 
County Pending

Alternate Signage; long-term 
relocate launch near 
Johnstone Road bridge 
with access to parking, 
port-a-john; benches and 
picnic area
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Sites Inventoried (continued)

ID Name

Total 
River 
Miles Ownership Launch Type

Suggested and/or 
Planned Improvements

Amenities

d * m ^
26 Parshallburg Park 

River Launch
82.86 Chesaning 

Township
Developed ADA Accessibility, complete 

paving of parking lot, picnic 
tables, add to existing 
lighting, add signage that 
is visible from parking area 
and road

 

27 Chesaning 
Showboat Park

87.42 Village of 
Chesaning

Developed shoreline restoration; trail 
improvements    

28 Cole Park - 
Chesaning

88.34 Village of 
Chesaning

Developed lighting on pedestrian 
bridge    

Gary Road 93.18 County ROW Emergency
Fergus Road 97.90 County ROW Emergency
Ryan Road 99.93 County ROW Emergency
Bad River Boat 
Launch

St. Charles Developed

Saginaw River 116.11 County ROW Emergency
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R
Fire 

Pit/Grill
Well Kayak/

Canoe 
Rack

Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Signage Windsock

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
Parallel Parking

P
Parking  

Lot
Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 1 - Water Works Park

Description: Located within walking distance of Downtown Holly, WaterWorks Park is the official kick off of the 
Shiawassee River Heritage Water Trail, and the first Trail Town stop on the Water Trail. The site also features a 
historic Mill site. There is a ¼ mile exercise walking path on the site that will eventually lead to the proposed trail that 
would end at Rose Oaks Park.

Potential Improvements: Development of a canoe/kayak locker, kayak/canoe rental outfitter, permanent bathroom 
facilities.

P
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Site 1 - Water Works Park

SIGNAGEWalking LoopRECREATION Trailhead interpretive sign

EVENTSHistoric Mill SiteCULTURE Adventure Paddle

Visible from land and waterSIGNAGEGravel surface carry-inACCESS
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R
Fire 

Pit/Grill
Well Kayak/

Canoe 
Rack

Signage Windsock

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
Parallel Parking

P
Parking  

Lot
Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Description: An acre of land at a currently unmarked access site. The Fish Lake Road site was recently acquired 
by Headwaters Trails Inc. to serve as a public recreation space. Access to the river is currently very limited by thick 
vegetation and lack of safe parking.

The site on Fish Lake Road is currently undeveloped and the midpoint of a paddle from Holly to Fenton, a seven 
mile stretch. No other road crosses the river in this stretch. Minimal development is planned to keep the rustic look. 
The Road Commission is requiring an approach ramp, permitting has expired and must be renewed.

North Oakland Headwaters Land Conservancy holds a conservation easement on the site mandating natural 
resource conservation occurs around the launch site.

Potential Improvements: Engineered drawings have been completed for parking, a turnaround for outfitters or cars 
with trailers, and ADA accessible launch, an access deceleration ramp, and a safety path connection to the township 
property which will involve future restrooms and a walking trail. Wayfinding and interpretive signage are ready to 
install.

Holly Township has purchased 13 acres with a vacant house and outbuildings adjacent to the site. Joint planning 
with Headwaters Trails will include: ADA Trail Connection, ADA Bridge over the Shiawassee River, house conversion 
for public bathrooms and rest stop, walking trail paralleling the Shiawassee river for 0.5 miles to connect to other 
public lands owned by township and village, and to serve as a connection to a larger trail network, including the 
destination Seven Lakes State Park.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 2 - Potential Site (A) - Fish Lake Road

Potential 
Launch
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Emergency Access at RoadROAD 
ACCESS

13 acre property owned by township 
on south side of river

Fish Lake Road

FUTURE 
PARK

BRIDGE

Site 2 - Potential Site (A) - Fish Lake Road

Nonmotorized Connections: A 6’ wide cement pathway leads south out of Holly to an asphalt path on east side of 
detention pond which heads east to Fairfield Avenue back into the Village. There are future plans to connect north to 
Grange Hall Road and then west to Seven Lakes State Park where LAFF trail will eventually connect.

There are also future plans to connect to path along the south side of river (over bridge), and west to an unpaved 
trail to kayak launch site
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R
Fire 

Pit/Grill
Well Kayak/

Canoe 
Rack

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
Parallel Parking

P
Parking  

Lot
Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Signage Windsock

Description: Highly visible from the river, Strom Park is the first access point on the river from WaterWorks Park (7 
miles). The park has a gazebo and boat launch. The seven mile marker for the river trail and kiosk announce the trail 
and suggest river etiquette.

Potential Improvements: Create an ADA accessible path, and install vault toilets. Shoreline stabilization is needed 
and should involve native plantings. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 3 - Strom Park

P
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Wayfinding visible from land and 
water

SIGNAGE

AMENITIES Gazebo

Gravel takeoutLAUNCH

Interpretive kioskSIGNAGE

Community park and pathACCESS

Site 3 - Strom Park
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R
Fire 

Pit/Grill
Well Kayak/

Canoe 
Rack

Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Signage Windsock

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
Parallel Parking

P
Parking  

Lot
Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Description: While there are no developed kayak or canoe launch facilities, this is a busy, highly visible site access 
right in the middle of town. Paddlers will find many amenities such as comfort stations, food and beverage service, 
well-lit walking paths, trash receptacles, and scenic bridges. There is ample parking, and proximity to a paddle 
sports livery in Downtown Fenton. 

Potential Improvements: Create ADA accessible boat launch, or developed gravel carry-in. Install Heritage Water 
Trail wayfinding signage. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 4 - Fenton Mill Pond Dam (Requires Portage)

P



Inventory of Shiawassee River Access Sites  |   17

AMENITIES Undeveloped 1-2 ft rock  
embankment

LAUNCHFood station/comfort station

Site 4 - Fenton Mill Pond Dam (Requires Portage)
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R
Fire 

Pit/Grill
Well Kayak/

Canoe 
Rack

Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Signage Windsock

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
Parallel Parking

P
Parking  

Lot
Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Description: Rackham Park sits adjacent to the Fenton Mill Pond Dam access site, and has several visible access 
areas for paddler sport put-in and take-out spots, although no developed launches. There is access to public 
bathroom facilities, ample parking, and proximity to restaurants. 

Potential Improvements: Install Heritage Water Trail wayfinding signage. Restabilize the shoreline with natural 
plantings buffer to allow for 8-10 ft of unmowed area along the river’s edge. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 5 - Rackham Park

P

P
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Bridge over water MARKERSCommunity centerAMENITIES

RifflesNATURAL 
FEATURES

Natural embankment (1-2 feet)LAUNCH

Site 5 - Rackham Park



20    |  Appendix A

R
Fire 

Pit/Grill
Well Kayak/

Canoe 
Rack

Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Signage Windsock

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
Parallel Parking

P
Parking  

Lot
Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Description: The Shiawassee River winds nearly half a mile through Bush Park, located behind St. John’s Catholic 
Church and School. The park has two launches, one at each end of the park that are gravel/limestone carry- in sites 
with low banks and shallow water making it an easy stopping place. 

Potential Improvements: Heritage Water Trail wayfinding signage on land an in the water. Vault toilets and water 
filling stations. ADA accessible launch.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 6 - Bush Park

P

P
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Within the park, walking pathACCESSDeveloped gravel carry-in on south 
side of park

Fenton Rotary gravel launch on east 
side of park

LAUNCH

LAUNCH

Restrooms and potable waterAMENITIESHeritage signageSIGNAGE

Site 6 - Bush Park
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R
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Emergency Landing
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P
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P
Parking  

Lot
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Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 6.1 - Emergency Access - Georgetown Parkway
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Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 6.2 - Emergency Access - Torrey Road

R
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Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path



24    |  Appendix A

R
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Canoe 
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Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Signage Windsock

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
Parallel Parking

P
Parking  

Lot
Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Vehicle access via Eastview Drive off of North Road

Site managed by the Department of Natural Resources

Concrete boat launch, public restrooms

Lat: 42.8154 Long: -83.7616

Parking: Paved area with parking for 35 vehicles with trailers

Signage at entrance to Lake Ponemah is needed to identify DNR launch and counter-clockwise boat traffic, paddlers 
cannot see river from the boat launch, must turn right and go around a forested peninsula to find

Launch site is cement and gravel on sides, waves are a small inconvenience when entering and exiting the water.

Parking fees apply if leaving a vehicle at this location, or a recreation passport

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 7 - Lake Ponemah

P
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AMENITIES DNR boat launch

Site 7 - Lake Ponemah
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Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Signage Windsock

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
Parallel Parking

P
Parking  
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Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Description: Linden Mill Park and Dam is a quaint Trail Town downstream of Fenton, and is the second portage 
site at 12.89 river miles. The park includes several historic buildings as well as picnic areas, and is close to town 
amenities including public bathrooms, restaurants, and ample parking. 

Potential Improvements: Develop ADA accessible boat launch. Market as a “play boat” site for white water 
paddlers, include a boat slide. Improve lighting. Improved signage to show portage route and signs to direct to 
Bridge Street Launch.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 8 - Linden Mill Pond (Portage Required)

P
P

P
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Heritage SignageSIGNAGERock embankment (1-2 feet)LAUNCH

Park and picnic areasFEATURESOld mill and damFEATURES 

Site 8 - Linden Mill Pond (Portage Required)
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Signage Windsock

Emergency Landing

Upgrade Drive

P
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P
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Turn 

Around

Restroom Launch

Camping 
Potentially 
Available

Camping 
Available

Foot Path

Description: Located just on the other side of Linden Mill Park and Dam portage, this access site is located off of 
Bridge Street and a large public commercial parking area. There is a steep bank with built wooden stairs that leads 
to the river. A walking path near the access site leads to a community park. 

Potential Improvements: Develop gravel carry-in launch, create ADA accessible path alongside stairs to river. 
Mileage wayfinding signage. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 9 - Potential Site (B) - Bridge Street

P
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Mowed trail to public parkFEATURESAMENITIES Ample parking spaces

Natural embankment (<1 ft)LAUNCHWooden stairs carry-inACCESS

Site 9 - Potential Site (B) - Bridge Street
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Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 9.1 - Beach Buggy Emergency Access
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Camping 
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Description: Though unmarked, this is a well-used access site by locals. A sign from the road marks the 
Shiawassee River, though there is not water trail information from the river. Paddlers enter and exit the river via an 
undeveloped bank located on a parcel of public property alongside Hogan Road. This is near the Linden Sportsman 
Club, so paddlers may hear gunshots in this section. 

Potential Improvements: Develop gravel carry-in, install roadside kayak/canoe launch signage, improve walking 
path from the road to the river. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 10 - Hogan Road

P
P
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1 ft. soft shoreline embankmentACCESSSeveral downed treesNATURAL 
FEATURES

Undeveloped carry-inLAUNCHVisible from the roadSIGNAGE

Site 10 - Hogan Road
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Camping 
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Available

Camping 
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Foot Path

Description: A newly developed bridge sits across the Shiawassee River at this potential site on Cole Road. 
Shoulder parking indicates that this is a well-used access site for locals. 

Potential Improvements: Develop gravel carry-in, install roadside kayak/canoe launch signage, improve walking 
path, possibly with railing and steps from the road to the river. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 11 - Potential Site (C) - Cole Road

P
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Bridge passMARKERWetlands, marshesNATURAL 
FEATURES

Rock/sand natural embankmentLAUNCHFrom the road, steep pathACCESS

Site 11 - Potential Site (C) - Cole Road
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Camping 
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Description: The McCaslin Lake Road access site is a popular spot for fishing and kayaking alike. There is Heritage 
Water Trail signage near the parking area, and the river is accessed from a well-marked gravel path and gravel 
carry-in launch. The site is near a commercial area in Linden with restaurants, stores, bathrooms, groceries, and 
gasoline. 

Potential Improvements: Paved ADA accessible path to river. Picnic area. Vault toilets. Water refill station. Trash 
receptacles. Mileage signs at river edge. Multi-use fishing dock/kayak launch.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 12 - McCaslin Lake Road

P
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WetlandsNATURAL 
FEATURES

Gravel carry-inLAUNCH

Gravel trail from parking lotACCESSHeritage Trail signageSIGNAGE

Site 12 - McCaslin Lake Road
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Description: Paddlers coming from upstream will exit to the east of the river channel near Byron Elementary 
School. A worn path leads up to a parking area at the end of Maple Street. Shopping and restrooms are available 
within a ¼ mile walk in downtown Byron.

Potential Improvements: Directional and wayfinding signage from mill pond to downtown and downstream launch. 
Aquatic vegetation removal/management in the millpond.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 13 - Byron Mill Pond

P
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Dirt path from parking lotACCESSCarry-in accessLAUNCH

Site 13 - Byron Mill Pond
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Description: Launch site is on Byron area schools property at the baseball fields. Dirt driveway off of Maple Street 
has parking for approximately 10 vehicles, narrow dirt path down to river features a carry-in boat launch with 
concrete pad. Signage is also at the site. Port-a-john available across the street in park.

Potential Improvements: Trash containers and picnic area at parking lot, bench near launch area. Signage to direct 
paddlers to downtown.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 14 - Byron High School Ball Field Launch

P
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LAUNCH  2015 Byron launch dedication
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LAUNCH AMENITIES Port-a-john across the street

Site 14 - Byron High School Ball Field Launch
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Site Description: Walnut Hills is a privately owned family campground open from April 29 through October 2. The 
campground offers a variety of camping experiences and has a separate pond for swimming. 

A canoe livery is also at this site, Cheff’s Canoe Livery. Paddlers are charged a small parking fee ($1 in 2016) when 
using this site.

Site Improvements: Gravel entry and parking area.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 15 - Walnut Hills Family Campground

P
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LAUNCH AMENITIES Canoe rental
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SIGNAGE Knaggs Bridge sign

Site 15 - Walnut Hills Family Campground
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Site Ammenities:  
Shelter, tables, etc.

Description: Geeck Road County Park features a very accessible developed carry-in launch, and is easily viewed 
from the road and river. Includes port-a-john, picnic area and parking.

Potential Improvements: Erosion control, ADA compliance with paved path to river, vegetative shoreline buffer, 
Heritage Water Trail signage. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 16 - Geeck Road County Park 

P
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Site 16 - Geeck Road County Park 
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Description: Site at Shiatown County Park East features a concrete boat launch, parking area, signage and loading 
zone.

Potential Improvements: Wayfinding signage, improved walking paths to the river, erosion control on the banks, 
port-a-johns.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 17 - Shiatown County Park East

P

N
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Site 17 - Shiatown County Park East
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Description: Lytle Road features a developed carry-in that is easily accessed from the road via a gravel two track 
and pull off. Canoe/kayak signage alerts drivers to the launch. 

Potential Improvements: No improvements needed. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 18 - Lytle Road County Park

P
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Site 18 - Lytle Road County Park
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Site Description: Privately owned causeway can be paddled under during low water on left side, must portage over 
during high water.

Improvements: Signage upstream to alert paddlers.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Portage: Brick Plant Causeway

Portage  
Route
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Description: The Brady Street portage lies at the end of Brady Street. A gravel carry-in launch site makes this a 
very visible and easily accessed site.

Potential Improvements: This site is current a rustic public boat launch that is being improved along with the 
dam removal.  It will have a handicap accessible canoe/kayak launch, handicap port a john along with parking and 
pathway improvements in 2017.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 19 - Brady Street
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LAUNCH LAUNCH

Site 19 - Brady Street
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Description: Shiawassee Street portage lies along a well-developed community park, and a wide segment of the 
river with some riffles and currents. Paved walking paths and gravel carry-in launch site make this a very visible and 
easily accessed site. This site will remain rustic but is the near future home of the “Friends of the Shiawassee River” 
who have purchased a nearby house for their office. 

Potential Improvements: The dam at this location will be removed in 2017. Riffle rapids will be created, and non-
motorized pathway will be extended along the river. Parking will be improved, and a fishing pier will be installed out 
at the edge of the new river bed.  Future improvements will be bathrooms. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 19.1 - Heritage Park

P
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Site 19.1 - Heritage Park
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Description: McCurdy Park has suitable parking for 100+ vehicles. It is a large park with many user groups 
and amenities. Amenities include a footbridge, softball complex, pavilions and restrooms, gazebos, grandstand, 
community center, veterans memorial, playscape, horse shoe pits, museum, and historical village, and disc golf. 

Camping is permitted at this site. The James S. Miner bicycle path also travels through the park which connects to 
the city of Owosso.

Proposed Improvements: According to the park master plan, the city would like to add signage, potable water, 
campground, extend bicycle path, add a canoe launch and several other amenities.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 20 - Corunna McCurdy Park 

P

P

P

Foot 
Bridge

James S. Miner Trail
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Site 20 - Corunna McCurdy Park
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Description: The Oakwood Landing at Kiwanis Park is adjacent to the Voight Park Loop and is easily accessed via 
a gravel pathway and gravel developed carry-in. Canoe and kayak launch signage alerts vehicles to the site, and an 
in water sign alerts boaters to the site. Park connected to James S. Miner Trail. Has port-a-john. Barrier free landing 
to pair up with installation at Brady Street.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 21 - Oakwood Avenue Landing / Voight Loop Park

James S. M
iner T

rail

P
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Site 21 - Oakwood Avenue Landing / Voight Loop Park
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Description: Owosso Middle School landing is unimproved but has access to services in Owosso, a large Trail 
Town along the river including historic and cultural sites.

Potential Improvements: Developed canoe/kayak launch, wayfinding signage, Heritage Water Trail Signage, kayak 
lockers. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 22 - Owosso Middle School

P
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FEATURE LAUNCHLow head dam  Unimproved

Site 22 - Owosso Middle School
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Description: Harmon Partridge Park is a large public space 
with 1,800 feet of river frontage. There is a walking loop path 
and two parking areas, along with several park amenities. 
There is no designated canoe or kayak launch. 

Upstream of the park, near VG’s is a developed launch built for 
canoes, features a stepped approach to the river, no services 
available at this location

Potential Improvements: Carry-in canoe and kayak launch, 
wayfinding signage. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 23 - Harmon Partridge Park

P

P

Playground

Shelters

Site 23.1 - 1/4 mile upstream of 
Harmon Partridge Park
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Site 23 - Harmon Partridge Park
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Description: This site is located within DeVries Nature Center, and the riverfront is located roughly 600 feet from the 
parking area via a wooded path. There is an wooden deck overlooking the river, but not easily accessed boat launch. 
This part of the river is very fast moving. 

Potential Improvements: Carry-in canoe and kayak launch, Heritage Water Trail signage. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 24 - DeVries Nature Center

P Driveway
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SIGNAGE ACCESSVisible from shore and water Mowed grass walking path

Site 24 - DeVries Nature Center
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Description: Natural carry-in access site within park.

Potential Improvements: Install benches and trash containers at east launch, signage. Relocate park’s east 
entrance gate to provide off-season parking for paddlers between October and April.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 25 - Henderson Park
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Site 25 - Henderson Park
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Description: Approximately 30 minutes downstream from Henderson Park, features an 1886 wrought iron bridge, 
fishing holes, and a railroad dock

Private launch site on east side of the river, just past the bridge

Potential Improvements: Upgrade roadside parking on Seymour Road, Formalize this take-out to upgrade from 
unimproved walk-in status to concrete ramp and trail to Seymour Road with a new County Park public easement or 
ownership role, install arrival sign on Six-Mile Creek Road Iron Bridge.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Potential Site (D) - New Haven at 6 Mile Creek Road
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AMENITIES Landing right of kayak

Potential Site (D) - New Haven at 6 Mile Creek Road
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Description: County Park with no access, but is located along the river. Approximately an hour from Henderson 
Park.

Potential Improvements: Install landing sign with instructions to parking area via a 600-foot trail. For long term, 
acquire privately owned floodplain lands and relocate access point to Johnstone Road Bridge area for public access 
with parking, port-a-john, bench, picnic table and sign package

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Potential Site (E) - Pine Grove County Park
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LAUNCH Preferred launch location LAUNCH Existing unimproved take out

Potential Site (E) - Pine Grove County Park
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Description: Site includes a 16x16’ observation deck for viewing, fishing, picnicking; a partially paved parking lot; 
peaceful rustic setting; riffles/small dam. Wooden steps lead to the river, a canoe slide is available at this walk in 
canoe/kayak launch.

Potential Improvements: ADA accessibility, finish paving parking lot, install erosion control, picnic tables, improve 
lighting, seasonal port-a-john, trash bins, upgrade to a gravel launch, install signage visible from parking area and 
road.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 26 - Ditch Road - Parshallburg Bridge

P
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Site 26 - Ditch Road- Parshallburg Bridge
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Description: Park offers a wide variety of amenities and facilities including a 6,360-seat outdoor amphitheater, 
concession stands, ticket office, storage buildings, picnic pavilions, a 70 lot campground with electrical hookups, 
drinking water, restrooms and showers, 2 basketball courts, 3 sand volleyball courts, football field used by an adult 
football league, a boat launch, fishing dock, sledding hill, 5 ball diamonds with new dugouts, cross country running 
course utilized by the schools, 18 hole disc golf course, and over 6,000 feet of shoreline. 

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 27 - Chesaning Showboat Park
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Site 27 - Chesaning Showboat Park
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Description: Parking is located along Canal Street. Includes a large playscape and lighting. Cole Park also 
includes the recent river restoration project that took the remnants of the old dam and established it into rock rapids 
waterway/fish ladder feature. The park also includes a walkway leading to an accessible restroom facility (2 stalls) 
and drinking fountain. Further north in the park is a picnic shelter with tables, a grill, a water spigot and additional 
play equipment with sand safety surfacing. The trail continues to a pedestrian bridge crossing over the Shiawassee 
River. The park also includes open space at the north end.

Shiawassee River Water Trail Plan

Site 28 - Cole Park

P
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LAUNCH FEATURES Rock ramp

Site 28 - Cole Park



Appendix B: Site Maintenance

# Mile Marker Place Name Maintenance Operator Maintenance 

Code

Special/Periodic 

Maintenance

1 0 Holly Waterworks Village of Holly Public Works TR/LM/PM VS/PG

3 2 Fish Lake Road Site Access in 

Development/Headwaters 

Trails will have operations

N/A N/A

4 6.55 Fenton/Strom Park City of Fenton Pubilic Works TR/LM/PM VS/PG

6 7.27 Fenton Rackham 

Park

City of Fenton Pubilic Works TR/LM/PM VS

5 7.45 Fenton Bush Park City of Fenton Pubilic Works TR/LM/PM VS

7 13.41 Linden Mill Pond 

Landing

City of Linden Public Works TR/LM VS

8 13.41 Linden Bridge St. 

Launch

City of Linden Public Works TR/PM VS

9 16.38 Hogan Road Genesee Cnty Drain Comm; 

SRWT Coalition

TR/PM/LM VS/WD

10 21.69 McCaslin Lake TR/PM/LM VS/WD/PG

11 29.36 Byron Cemetery Village of Byron Public Works TR/PM/LM VS/PG

12 30 Byron Schools 

Launch

Bryon Schools; Byron DDA TR/LM/PM VS/PG/WD

13 34.23 Walnut Hills 

Campground

Walnut Hills Campground; 

SRWT Coalition

TR/LM/PM PG/WD

14 41.21 Geeck County Park Shiaw. Cnty Bldgs & Grounds; 

Durand VFW

TR/LM/PM VS/PG/WD

16 47.46 Shiatown County 

Park

Shiaw. Cnty Bldgs & Grounds TR/LM/PM VS/PG/WD

17 50.3 Village of Vernon  Vernon Village Public Works TR/LM/PM VS/PG/WD

18 55.31 Lytle Rd. County 

Park

Shiaw. Cnty Bldgs & Grounds TR/LM/PM VS/PG

19 54.3 Corunna Brady St. 

Landing

City of Corunna Public Works TR/LM VS/WD

20 55.31 Corunna Mccurdy 

Park Landing

City of Corunna Public Works TR/LM/PM VS/PG

21 61.97 Owosso Oakwood 

Ave. Landing

City of Owosso Public Works TR/LM/PM VS

22 63.06 Owosso Middle 

School Landing

Owosso Public Schools; City of 

Owosso Public Works

TR/LM/PM VS

23 63.06 Owosso Harmon 

Patridge Park

City of Owosso Public Works TR/LM/PM VS/PG



# Mile Marker Place Name Maintenance Operator Maintenance 

Code

Special/Periodic 

Maintenance

24 67.28 DeVries Nature 

Cons'y Dock

DeVries Nature Conservancy 

Staff

TR/LM/PM VS/WD

25 73.89 Henderson County 

Park

Shiaw. Cnty Buildings & 

Grounds

TR/LM/PM VS/PG/WD

26 82.86 Parshallburg Chesaning Conservation Club TR/LM/PM VS/PG

27 87.42 Chesaning 

Showboat Park

Village of Chesaning Public 

Works

TR/LM/PM VS/PG

28 88.34 Chesaning 

Downtown

Village of Chesaning Public 

Works

TR/LM/PM VS

TR Trash/Recycling/Restrooms/Portajohns

LM Launch Maintenance--Silt Clearing/Erosion Control

PM Grass Mowing/Tree Care/Invasives Mgm't/Native Species

VS Vandalism Repairs/Sign Replacement

PG Parking Lot Grading

WD Woody Debris Management

Annual River Clean-Ups are conducted along the Trail through these organizations:

Headwaters Trails; Keepers of the Shiawassee; Byron DDA; Friends of the 

Shiawassee River, and; Village of Chesaning and Chesaning Township

Woody Debris Managmeent Between Access Sites
# Mile Marker Place Name Maintenance Operator

1 0 to 29.36 Holly to Byron Headwaters Trails

2 30.0 to 41.21 Byron to Geeck Byron DDA; Chef's Livery

3 41.21 to 

47.46

Geeck to Shiatown YMCA; Chef's Livery; Friends of 

the Shiawassee River

4 47.46 to 

82.86

Shiatown to 

Parshallburg

Friends of the Shiawassee River

5 82.86 to 

88.34

Parshallburg to 

Chesaning

Chesaning Twp; Chesaning 

Parks and Recreation

Maintenance Codes:



Appendix C: Points of Interest

#
Mile 

Marker Place Name Point of Interest
Viewable from 

River?

Other Information 

Source

1 0 Holly Fens/Lake Districts Yes
Trail Guide; 

Interpretive Sign

2 0 Holly Historic Downtown No; nearby
Trail guide; 

Interpretive Sign

3 0 Holly
Walking Trail/River Trail 

Intersection
Yes

Trail Guide

4 6.55 Fenton Strom Park Yes
Existing Interpretive 

Signs

5 6.72 Fenton Mill Site Portage Yes
Interpretive History 

Sign

6 Fenton Historic Downtown Yes

7 7.27 Fenton
Rackham Park/Downtown & 

Cultural/Community Center
Yes

Services Guide Sign

8 Fenton
Bush Park; Playground and 

Picnic Area; Public Events
Yes

9 13.41 Linden Mill Pond; Village Museum Yes

Trail Guide; 

Interpretive Sign 

about History

10 13.41 Linden Historic Downtown Yes
Services Guide Sign

11 Argentine Commercial Services No

12 21.69 Argentine McCaslin Lake Yes
Argentine History 

Interpretive Sign

13 30 Byron Downtown Yes
Services Guide Sign

14 n/a Byron
Confluence with South Branch 

of the Shiawassee River

Yes with short 

upstream 

paddle

Site Access Maps; 

phone app's

15 34.23 Byron Walnut Hills Campground Yes

Interpretive Sign for 

Exchange Trading 

Post

16 37.32 Bancroft Area
Cole Road--Site of first trading 

post; now the Burns Grange
No

Phone app's; 

Historic Marker; 

website river guide

17 41.21 Bancroft Area Geeck County Park Yes

Interpretive Sign on 

YMCA; Indian 

Village

18 41.21 Bancroft Area

YMCA Day Camp--walking 

trails; Nature Conservancy 

protection area; nature preserve 

forest

Yes
Phone app's; 

website 

19 47.46 Shiatown

Site of 1st State Capital; Native 

American Indian Village; Boat 

Race History; Maple River 

Outwash Valley

Yes

Interp. Signs; Phone 

app's; website river 

guide 



#
Mile 

Marker Place Name Point of Interest
Viewable from 

River?

Other Information 

Source

20 50.3 Village of Vernon
Village Park; Downtown; Village 

History
Yes

Interpretive Sign; 

Services Guide

21 54.3 Shiatown to Lytle Martin Road Riffle Zone Yes Trail Guide

22 55.31 Corunna Lytle Rd County Park Yes

Interpretive Sign--

Fish of the 

Shiawassee

23 58.52 Corunna

Brady St. Landing; Walking Trail 

Link; McCurdy Park; Historic 

Village & Disc Golf
Yes Historic Interpretive 

Signs ; Trail Guide

24 59.35 Corunna
Start of James Miner River 

Walkway
Yes Trail Guide

25

61.97

Owosso

Oakwood Ave Landing; 

Oakwood Iron Bridge; Willman 

Field; Historic RR Museum
Yes

Historic Interpretive 

Sign; Trail Guide

26

61.97

Owosso

Voight Loop Park Riverside 

Walkway; Comstock 

Raingarden

Yes
Trail Guide; City 

Website

27

63.06

Owosso Middle 

School Landing

Curwood Castle Park, Art 

Gallery, Amphitheater, 

Comstock Cabin, Footbridge, 

Historic Homes Walking Tour

Yes

Interp. Sign; 

Owosso website; 

Services Directory 

Sign

28 63.06
Owosso Middle 

School Landing

National Guard 

Armory/Chamber of Commerce 

Services

Yes Chamber website

29

65.86

Owosso
Harmon Patridge Park Walking 

Trail & Curwood Tree
Yes

City Website; Interp. 

Signs in Park.  Add 

River Geology Interp 

Sign

30

67.28

Owosso
DeVries Nature Conservancy 

Interpretive Nature Trails

Yes, 

w/Landing 

Dock

DeVries Website; 

Existing Interpretive 

Signs

31 70 Owosso

Shiawassee Conservation 

Association; foundation of 

MUCC; Country Club

Yes, no 

Landing

SCA Website; 

Interpetive Sign at 

Harmon

32
73.89

Henderson County Park; Walking Trails Yes
Interpretive Sign on 

Stream Team 

33
75.46

New Haven; Six 

Mile Creek 

Former Coal Mine; 1885 Iron 

Bridge; 

Yes, carry-in 

landing

New Haven History 

Website

34 82.86 Parshallburg Historic Settlement Yes Trail Guide

35 87.42 Chesaning Showboat Park Facilities Yes
Chesaning Website; 

Interpretive Signs

36 88.34 Chesaning
Downtown Landing (in 

development)
Yes

Services Directory; 

Historic Interp. Sign



APPENDIX D:  COALTION MEMBERS, STAKEHOLDERS AND PARTNERS

      D-1:  Coalition Memorandum of Understanding--Trail Management

ORGANIZATIONAL ENTITY MEMBER NAME

Friends of the Shiawassee River
Tom Cook, President; Lorraine Austin, Staff and All 

Board of Directors

Keepers of the Shiawassee Brad Jacob, President and All Members

Headwaters Trails Sue Julian, President & All Members

City of Linden Paul Zelenak, City Mgr.; Danielle Cusson, Mayor

City of Owosso Don Crawford, Mgr; Amy Kirkland, Clerk

Ponemah-Tupper-Squaw Lake Assn. pstlakeassociation@hotmail.com

Village of Holly Jerry Walker, Mgr; Jim Perkins, President

Holly Township George Kullis, Sup'r; Karin Winchester, Clerk

Village of Chesaning Troy Feltman, Admn.; Dave Richardson, Parks

City of Corunna Joe Sawyer, City Mgr.; Merilee Lawson, Planner

Shiawassee County Tim Hill, Parks Mgr.

D-2:  Trail Partners Associate Actors in Trail Management

ORGANIZATIONAL ENTITY REPRESENTATIVE NAME

Heavner Canoe Rental Alan Heavner, Owner

EZ Kayak & Canoe Rental Gary Messenger, Owner

Chef's Canoe & Kayak Rental; Mike Chef, Owner

Walnut Hills Camp & Canoe Patrick Borke, Owner

Byron DDA Rob Vandemark, Chairperson

Owosso Public Schools Dr. Andrea Tuttle, Superintendent

Byron Area Schools Tricia Murphy Alerman, Superintendent

DeVries Nature Conservancy Ken Algozin, Director

Genessee County Drain Comm'n Jeffrey Wright, Drain Commissioner

Argentine Township Brian Saad, Supervisor

University of Michigan-Flint Sara McDonnell. Univrsity Outreach

Chesaning Township Frances Kukulis, Clerk; Robert Corrin, Sup'r

Village of Vernon Elaine Glass, Clerk

Village of Chesaning Dave Richardson, Parks and Recreation

mailto:pstlakeassociation@hotmail.com


D-3: Stakeholders Providers of Best Management Practices

ORGANIZATIONAL ENTITY REPRESENTATIVE NAME

Shiawassee Conservation District Melissa Higbee, Director

DeVries Nature Conservancy Ken Algozin, Environmental Education Programs

The Conservation Fund--Saginaw Bay 

WIN
Mike Kelly, Director

The other nine Water Trail Townships

Fenton Twp, Burns Twp, Shiawassee Twp, Vernon 

Twp, Venice Twp, Caledonia Twp, Owosso Twp, 

Rush Twp, New Haven Twp

The Nature Conservancy Helen Taylor, Director

Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge Pamela Repp, Mgr; Lelaina Muth, Deputy Mgr.

MDNR Shiawassee State Game Area 989-865-6211

Saginaw Basin Land Conservancy Zak Branigan, Director

Saginaw Bay RC&D Jim Hergot, Director

National Park Service Rivers, Trails & 

Conservation Assistance Program
Barbara Nelson-Jameson

North Oakland Headwaters Land 

Conservancy
Bob Inskeep; Sue Julian

Michigan Nature Association Garrett Johnson, Dir; Margaret Welsch, President

Shiawassee YMCA Day Camp Matt Day, Program Director

Shiawassee County Health Dept. Larry Johnson, Director

Oakland County Planning Services Bret Rasegan, Planning Manager

Genesee County Parks Amy Mcmillan, Director

Saginaw County Parks & Recreation Brian Lechel, Manager

Fenton Chamber of Commerce Mike Green, Chairman

Holly Chamber of Commerce thehollychamber@gmail.com

Owosso Chamber of Commerce Jeff Deason, Exec. Dir.

Shiawassee County Historical Society Charles Washcher, President

Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation Vince Parks, Exec. Director

Red Fox Outfitters Nick Brown; Jesse Anderson, Owners

Cook Foundation Tom Cook

Durand VFW Post 2272 989-288-3887 (Geeck Park Maintenance)

Chesaning Conservation Club Mark Stopjik, Pres; Rick Delong-Parshallburg

U of M Flint GLS Greenlinks Sara Mcdonnell, Community Outreach

Mid-County Recreation Coalition Don Crawford, Owosso City Mgr.

Local Media--Argus Press, Shiawassee 

Independent, Tri-County Times & Tri-

County Citizen

Argus Press--Tom Campbell;                           

Shiawassee Independent--Milke Flores                    

Tri-County Citizen--Jeanne Marcello

MSU Cooperative Extension Service Marina Valdez

Shiawassee Live Healthy Coalition Dr. Thomas Thiel, Chair

Fenton, Owosso & Durand Rotary Clubs

Owosso Rotary, Tom Cook                                       

Durand Roatry, Tim Shaw                                        

Fenton Rotary, Tom Bertschy (Bush Park)

Owosso Memorial Healthcare Brain Long, President

mailto:thehollychamber@gmail.com
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