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Paddling Skill- Intermediate to Beginner
River Character- Woodland Wetland
to Rural Residential to Woodland Wetland
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ROUTE INFORMATION

Paddling Skill: Intermediate to Beginner

River Character:
Woodland Wetland to Rural 
Residential to Woodland 
Wetland

Distance: 6.4 river miles

River flow

Overview
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END

Shiawassee River Heritage Water Trail - shiawasseewatertrail.org 

The Shiawassee River Water Trail is 88 miles long, from Holly to 
Chesaning, MI.

The Shiawassee River Water Trail Coalition, is a committed association 
of municipalities, agencies, non-profit corporations and interested 
individuals along the course of the Shiawassee River. Our mission 
is to improve and promote public use of the water trail as a valuable 
resource for recreation and tourism and to support and enhance river 
conservation and stewardship.

Intermediate



Length in Miles: 6.4

Woodland Wetland 
to Rural Residential

Trip Expectations
The trip begins at Water Works Park in Holly, 
downtown Holly offers shopping and other 
services. This first section of the paddle trip 
is Rural Residential with somewhat developed 
shoreline with housing on both sides of the river 
with private boating docks. 

The paddling skill here is Intermediate- due to 
having to paddle 7 miles with no designated 
resting point. This stretch is very marshy and 
the water can become shallow at certain points. 
There is a possibility of getting tangled up or 
even beaching. The river splits at a certain point, 
stay to the right for the first 2 splits.

There is a moderate flow with marsh and forests 
on the right side of the river.  At the Legrand 
Street bridge the water flow speeds up at the end 
of the right tube. There are 2 markers signifying 
that there is a hazard. The water then gets 
shallow and there will be a sand bar. Water gets 
deeper after Fish Lake Road and surroundings 
becomes marshier.

After Fish Lake Road the trip is considered 
“Woodland Wetland”. You’ll encounter natural 
features such as: wetlands, marshes, oxbows 
and wildlife. There will be low visibility. There 
will be many natural obstructions. 

You will pass a permanent beaver dam. After 
the dam there will be a shallow stretch of rapids 
named “Scarberry Ford.” 

The water eventually opens up and will get 
deeper. There will be duckweed and seaweed 
once you get closer to the mill pond.

Exit from the river at Strom Park in Fenton, 
nearby commercial services are available in 
downtown Fenton.

Car Shuttle Route
There will be parking at Waterworks Park off of 
S Broad St. To get to Strom Park, take Broad 
St north and make a left on E Maple St. Make a 
right and go north on N Saginaw St. Make a left 
at Grange Hall rd.  Take that all the way to Leroy 
St and make a left. Make a left onto Ellen St and 
then a right onto S East St. Boat launch and 
parking for Strom Park will be on your left. 

Paddling Safety and Manners 
• Be respectful of private property and only 

stop at designated landing and launch 
locations.

• Remember to share, care, and enjoy the 
river! Be neighborly, keep music and voices 
at a low volume, and dispose of all litter 
properly.

• Plan your trip and let others know your 
plans and when you expect to return.

• Always wear a US Coastguard approved life 
vest while paddling, and only paddle where 
it’s suitable to your abilities. You must have 
a white light on the front of your boat when 
paddling during low light or night.

Shiawassee River Water Trail 
Coalition
The Shiawassee River Water Trail Coalition, 
is a committed stakeholder association 
of municipalities, agencies, non-profit 
corporations and interested individuals along 
the course of the Shiawassee River between 
Holly and Chesaning, Michigan.

The Mission of the Coalition is to improve 
and promote public use of the water trail 
as a valuable resource for non-motorized 
recreation and tourism and to support and 
enhance river conservation and stewardship.

Waterworks Park 
to Strom Park

Shiawassee River 
Water Trail Map 

shiawasseewatertrail.org


