
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W.  

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004 
                              SUITE 408 

Elissa Silverman                 Office: (202) 724-7772 
Councilmember, At-Large         Fax: (202) 724-8087 
Chair, Committee on Labor and Workforce Development            esilverman@dccouncil.us 
 

Statement Regarding Consideration of Resolution 19-40 

To Authorize the Execution of Ground Leases for the Redevelopment of the District of 
Columbia Housing Authority Headquarters 

December 11, 2019 

Good afternoon, Director Garrett, Chairman Albert, and members of the Board of Directors of 
the Housing Authority of the District of Columbia. Thank you for the opportunity to appear 
before you today to express my concerns about Resolution 19-40 To Authorize the Execution of 
Ground Leases for the Redevelopment of the DC Housing Authority Headquarters Site. 

I have serious concerns about the Resolution that was circulated yesterday afternoon and I’m 
here today to table this Resolution until more information can be shared with the public.  

I was initially excited recently when Director Garrett told the Council’s Committee on Housing 
and Neighborhood Revitalization that negotiations for the redevelopment of this very desirable 
property were moving forward. The terrible conditions at many of our public housing properties 
and critical shortage of affordable housing in the District make redevelopment of this prime 
location a rare opportunity. Unfortunately, my excitement about the redevelopment quickly 
faded when I tried to wade through the details of the information that was shared yesterday. 

 Frankly, the document I read yesterday raised more questions than it answered. Is it possible that 
the District’s Housing Authority is going to develop a property in one of the hottest markets in 
town and provide no units for people making 30% of less of our Area Median Income? Is the 
Housing Authority really going to lease back its own facility for an upfront price tag of $14 
million plus pay all of the operational and maintenance expenses? Will the agreement with the 
development partners require a ground lease payment, but not require an upfront payment or 
spell out a timeline for those payment? 

These are just some of the questions I think the public has a right to ask before you move 
forward with this agreement. The Housing Authority is our strongest partner when it comes to 
housing our poorest residents and we all have a responsibility to make sure we get everything 
possible out of our development agreements. 



There may be defensible answers to the questions I asked, but you’ve not given us the time to 
find out. This development project has been in the works for more than five years. I think it is in 
everyone’s best interest for you to take another month to help us all understand what you’re 
trying to accomplish, and that this agreement takes full advantage of this unprecedented 
opportunity. 

As an independent organization, you all know very well that you can move forward without 
needing any action from the DC Council. In a few months, though, Director Garrett will come 
before the Council and again ask that we be a partner in helping fill a more than $2 billion capital 
needs budget gap. I, for one, want very badly for us to be that partner the Housing Authority 
needs but I can’t get comfortable with committing those funds when I see documents like this 
come across my desk. 

I know this Board takes our affordable housing crisis as seriously as those of us on the DC 
Council and that you want to approve an agreement that is in the best interest of our residents 
rather than creating another sweetheart deal for developers. I ask again that you consider tabling 
this Resolution and help us all understand how this proposal meets both the Housing Authority’s 
needs as well as those of our residents who desperately need us to do the right thing. 

 

 


