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Sea of Plenty

The city of Sitka on Baranof Island is located in the
heart of the Tongass National Forest, one of the last
remaining intact coastal temperate rainforest in the world.
Within 17 million acres ofNational Forest land, over
57,000 miles of rivers, streams, and creeks provide
unparalleled spawning habitat for all five species of
salmon. Chinook (king), Coho, Sockeye, Pink and Chum
salmon all have natal streams within the Tongass and
throughout Southeast Alaska.

The wild salmon fisheries of Southeast Alaska provide
nearly 30% of the global supply ofwild salmon. About
79% of the annual salmon harvested are from wild
salmon that originated specifically in the Tongass
National Forest.

Beyond providing
a stable food source,
the fisheries of
Southeast Alaska are
the backbone of the
economy. Through
commercial, sport
and subsistence
salmon harvesting,
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MappingTongass Forest Assets

The Tongass National Forest is valuable for more
than old growth timber clear-cutting: it's the source
ofnear limitless value to residents and visitors alike,
ifused sustainably. Energy production, recreation,
tourism, hunting, fishing, education & subsistence
resources all rely on the continued health of the

Tongass in order to continue bringing thousands of
dollars and hundreds of jobs to Sitka.

Fishing is the

backbone of the

Southeast Alaskan

economy, and the

lifeblood of the

history and culture of

towns like Sitka.
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nearly $1 billion is produced each year.
Salmon fishing, and salmon-related
industries throughout Southeast Alaska
provides over 4,000 jobs. Current 2012
budget allocation within the Forest Service
provides only $7.1 million of the total $63.9
million annual 2012 budget for fisheries and
watershed programs. Conversely, timber
harvests and road building receive $22.1
million of the annual budget.

In order to ensure the continuation of
these lucrative fisheries, the management
of the Tongass needs to prioritize salmon.
This means allocating an appropriate
portion of the budget towards fisheries and
watershed programs that fund work
restoring habitat damaged by past clear-
cut logging, protecting salmon producing
watersheds, researching and monitoring
natural and human factors that influence
salmon populations, and taking action on
climate change and ocean acidification.

Between 2008 - 2012, an
average salmon harvest

year brought in:

•1 , 570,782 pounds of chinook

• 4, 275,478 pounds of coho

• 68,728 pounds of sockeye

• 17,471, 587 pounds of pink

• 17, 339,809 pounds of chum

In total: 40,726,383 pounds
ofsalmon

Top left: Trollers docked at in a harbor in Sitka.

Bottom left: Salmon return by the thousands to

spawn in their natal streams.

Below: A troller out fishing in Sitka Sound.
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(in pounds)

Chinook

Coho

Sockeye

Pink

Chum

Seine

360

10,1 52

3,304

1 ,607,1 21

75,1 03

Salisbury Sound Fishery

The southern end ofWest Chichagof-Yakobi wilderness area has salmon runs
that are protected. The Fish Bay watershed is a major salmon producer. It's
production is diminished because most of the watershed was logged in past
years. This is the type ofwatershed that needs restoration efforts and where
salmon production would increase if the Forest Service budgets focused on
fisheries and watersheds.

The Salisbury Sound
seine harvest catches four
species of salmon.

Between 2008 - 2012, an
average salmon harvest
season totaled 1,696,040
pounds of salmon.

Some ofthe major

Tongass Forest

watersheds that

contribute to the

Salisbury Sound

fishery are outlined

in purple.

Deep Bay
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(in pounds)

Chinook

Coho

Sockeye

Pink

Chum

Seine

N/A

25,015

5,221

4,665,332

411 ,629

West Chichagof Fishery

The West Chichagof-Yakobi
Wilderness was protected thanks
to a citizens-initiated wilderness
protection proposal. Commercial
fishermen were part of that
initiative because they understood
the value of this landscape for
producing Coho and Pink salmon.
Today, a lucrative pink salmon
seining fishery takes place in the
West Chichagof area.

The West Chichagof seine harvest
catches four species of salmon.

Between 2008 - 2012, an average
salmon harvest season totaled
5,107,273 pounds of salmon.

The Tongass Forest watersheds that
contribute to the West Chichagoffishery are

outlined in teal.

Black Bay, West Chichagof-Yakobi
Wilderness Area
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Lisianski Strait Fishery

The Lisianski Inlet seine
harvest catches four species
of salmon.

Between 2008 - 2012, an
average salmon harvest
totaled 2,151,726 pounds of
salmon.

(in pounds)

Chinook

Coho

Sockeye

Pink

Chum

Seine

660

6,108

7,572

2,071 ,670

65,716

The Tongass Forest watersheds contributing to the Lisianski fishery are outlined in blue.

Stag Harbor, West Chichagof-Yakobi
Wilderness Area
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Peril Strait Fishery

The Sitkoh River, part
of the Peril Strait
fishery, was a large
salmon producer until it
was severly damaged by
clear-cut logging. A
restoration project
repaired some of this
damage in 2012 by
putting the river channel
back in place after it had been re-routed by a poorly designed and maintained logging
road. This project is an example of salmon habitat restoration efforts that are needed
across many more watersheds that were damaged during the Tongass Logging Boom in
the late 20th century.

The Peril Strait
seine harvest
catches four
species of salmon.

Between 2008 -
2012, an average
salmon harvest
totaled 1,710,800
pounds of
salmon.

The Tongass Forest
watersheds

contributing to the
Peril Strait fishery are
outlined in purple.

(in pounds)

Chinook

Coho

Sockeye

Pink

Chum

Seine

498

5,854

6,994

1 ,569,1 31

128,324

Poison Cove
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Whale Bay Fishery

Whale Bay is part of the South BaranofWilderness Area. South Baranofwas proposed
as a Wilderness by the Sitka Chamber ofCommerce in recognition of its wild
characteristics and salmon
production.

The Whale Bay troll harvest
catches all five species of
salmon.

Between 2008 - 2012, an
average salmon harvest totaled
5,334,762 pounds of salmon.

(in pounds)

Chinook

Coho

Sockeye

Pink

Chum

Troll

1 ,289,097

3,389,586

6,085

143,461

506,533

The Tongass Forest watersheds contributing to the Whale Bay fishery are
outlined in green.

Returning to spawn, Whale Bay




