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Pride Center Launches Biggest Campaign Yet Around 

LCAP Funding  

 
 

May 5, 2015 

 

STOCKTON – With schools all over California finalizing their budgets, the San Joaquin Pride Center 
is launching its biggest campaign yet, aimed at getting schools to sufficiently fund programs to 
reduce violence, harassment and bullying targeting LGBT youth. 
 
Under Seth's Law, passed in 2011 – and named after Seth Walsh, a 13-year-old Tehachapi boy 
who took his own life after bullying over his sexual orientation – school districts are required to 
provide LGBT anti- 
bullying programs at their schools sites and report their compliance to the state. 
 
However, not all San Joaquin County school districts are in compliance with the audit mandate 
and many more have reported they have not extended training on discrimination, harassment, 
intimidation or bullying to all or even most of their teachers and school personnel. Also, a recent 
survey of LGBT youth by the San Joaquin Pride Center discovered that only 28 percent of the 
respondents reported receiving education on LGBT-related issues at school. 
 
Additionally, the Local Control Funding Formula established for California schools in 2013 
established “School Climate” as a priority that all districts must address in their three-year Local 
Control and Accountability Plans (LCAP.) 
 
According to an analysis by the California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation, of data drawn from 
the California Health Kids Survey, in the 2013-2014 school year approximately 2,587 LGBT 
identified students were enrolled in San Joaquin County public high schools. That number does 
not include children of LGBT parents, who are also likely to find themselves targets of peer and 
staff torment. Recently, the Pride Center learned that a student at a local school, bullied over the 
sexual orientation of his two mothers, was forced by a school administrator to lie about his 
parents' orientation. 
 
Renee Hall, chair of the Pride Center's Board of Directors, is raising her late sister's daughter, 
along with her partner. Hall said both the data, and her personal experience, demonstrate the 
need to address intolerance in schools. (continues…)  
 
 



109 N. Sutter St. Stockton CA 95202 | (209) 466-7572 | info@sjpridecenter.org 
San Joaquin Pride Center is a California corporation incorporated under I.R.S code 501(c)(3) as a nonprofit, tax exempt organization. 

Fed Tax ID # 46-4844960. All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.  

 

“Studies consistently show that non-acceptance of our LGBT youth leads to higher risks for our 
children’s growth and development,” Hall said.  “We need to provide our educators, faculty and 
students with the proper training so that these situations are handled properly. We believe that, 
under the LCAP’s School Climate priority area or by adopting a local priority, our schools now have 
the resources to do just that. No student should be forced to live a lie simply because of inadequate 
training.” 
 
The Pride Center’s efforts include a social media campaign, an online petition, and a rallying cry to 
the residents of San Joaquin County to contact their schools and school districts to demand the full 
implementation of Seth’s Law, as well as education and outreach to connect LGBT students to 
supportive community resources. 
 
"While much progress has been made for LGBT Americans, feelings of isolation and suppression 
remain a very real threat to LGBT youth," shares Michael Nguyen, a newly appointed member of the 
Pride Center Board of Directors. “Growing up, I attended an all-boys Catholic high school, and if I 
hadn't discovered my local Pride Center, I don’t know how I would have turned out. Schools are 
charged with the responsibility to ensure a safe and supportive environment for the healthy 
development of all youth. Our challenge to schools is that they step up and make that a reality--
ensuring that LGBT youth are considered in the LCAP will make a huge difference for our LGBT youth. 
And the San Joaquin Pride Center is here to support our schools and students in that endeavor.” 

 


