
 

NEWS RELEASE           
 

 

May 21, 2014 
 
Youth join community conversation on child abuse 
Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre and Calgary Catholic School District bring 
high school kids and community stakeholders to the table to talk solutions 

CALGARY – Candid conversation about child physical and sexual abuse dominated the 
inaugural Youth and Community World Café today—a joint partner event hosted by the Sheldon 
Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre and the Calgary Catholic School District (CCSD).  
 
More than 35 high school students joined Sheldon Kennedy, government decision-makers, 
professionals, media, and key community stakeholders at Bishop McNally High School for a 
morning of discussion on personal, youth, and community responsibility to promote 
awareness and prevention of child abuse.  
 
“Our youth are one of the most powerful stakeholders in preventing future violence and 
abuse against kids,” said Sheldon Kennedy, Centre namesake and Board Member. “We 
need to continue working within our community so we can effectively address this critical 
issue and move toward a future where no child is abused.” 
 
The CCSD has been a strong supporter of the Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre—
with Chief Superintendent Gary Strother serving as an active member of the board.  
 
“We are thrilled to have the opportunity to host this important discussion at one of our high 
schools,” said Strother. “We believe the work the Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre 
is doing to empower children through education and awareness will play a valuable role in 
ensuring the safety of students today and in the future.” 
 
The Youth & Community World Café event also provided an opportunity to mark the 
Centre’s first year in operation. Since opening its doors in 2013 the Sheldon Kennedy Child 
Advocacy Centre has helped more than 1145 children—approximately 95 kids every month. 
Please see attached backgrounder for more information about the Sheldon Kennedy Child 
Advocacy Centre.    
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