
Continuing the journey
The Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre is positioned and committed 
to becoming a Centre of Excellence specializing in best practices, training, 
community awareness, education and research in the area of child abuse 
— recognized provincially, nationally and internationally for its leadership  
and innovation.

We are moving forward to transform how the current system responds to child 
abuse — to the day when: 

 » the issue of child abuse is front and centre 
 » the entire community owns the responsibility to value and look  
out for our children 
 » all perpetrators are brought to justice 
 » children and families have access to all the support they require
 » no child is abused

This is the profound difference the Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre 
aims to achieve. We share this journey in collaboration with our four founding 
partner organizations, sponsors, agencies, individuals — a community that 
cares and takes responsibility for our kids.

Sharing the journey
Everyone wants to live in a world where children are safe from physical and 
sexual abuse. Sadly, we don’t. Child abuse happens. As a community, we are 
doing something about it.

The Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre, a not-for-profit organization, 
opened its doors in March 2013. It’s a powerful statement of a shared 
responsibility to put the issue of child abuse into the spotlight, and to ensure 
children, youth and families have the support they need to move forward and 
live healthy lives.

The Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre is a collaborative, innovative, 
one-stop Centre working with four founding partner organizations, corporate 
champions, the community and government. It is considered Canada’s largest 
and most comprehensive Child Advocacy Centre, blending investigation, 
treatment, prevention, education and research in one place and with one 
purpose: to provide hope, help and healing to children, youth and families who 
are impacted by child abuse.

We are partners in a shared journey. This document shows how, together, we 
are Moving Forward in 2013–2016.

Our kids are our future … the hopes, dreams and potential of our 
community. As members of the Board of the Sheldon Kennedy Child 
Advocacy Centre, we are proud to help lead an innovative and amazing 
place that is raising the bar for how children, youth and families impacted 
by abuse are supported — and for rallying the community to prevent abuse 
in the first place. Helping to give every child the chance to live a healthy 
and happy life is the most important work we can do.

1 critical 
issue

child abuse
• Calgary Police Service
  • Calgary and Area Child and 
      Family Services 
     • Alberta Health Services
       • Alberta Justice Calgary 
          Crown Prosecutors’ Office
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           Outcomes
• increased community awareness 
 of child abuse
• measurement of key 
 performance indicators
• timely access to supports and 
 therapeutic resources for children, 
 youth and families
• improved support and follow-up 
 for child victims and families
• enhanced collaboration 
 among partners

Strategy 
Prevent abuse

• build awareness
• engage the community
• create networks and alliances
• develop parent capacity
• empower children and youthStrategy 

Champion best practices
• implement Practice Framework
• enhance training and 
 staff development
• continuous improvement 
 through evidence-based practice
• recruit and retain expert staff

Strategy 
Support victims

• develop and implement the model
• evaluate effectiveness
• support child and family resilience

Sheldon Kennedy 
Child Advocacy Centre

in partnership with 

• Calgary Police Service
• Calgary and Area Child and 
  Family Services
• Alberta Health Services
• Alberta Justice Calgary Crown  
	 	Prosecutors’	Office

Strategy 
Respect diversity

• engage Aboriginal partners
• work with ethnic communities
• develop cultural competencies
• support equitable accessStrategy 

Establish a Centre of Excellence
•	 become	a	key	influencer	and	leader
• build the plan for long-term sustainability
• engage corporate partners
• create organizational culture and identity
• promote and engage in research
• partner with academic institutions, 
 government and community


