
Our vision
Empowering those 

who are impacted by child 
abuse to lead healthy and 

productive lives by creating 
a community that responds 
collectively to child abuse.

Charting a bold path
The Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre continues to build powerful partnerships locally, 
provincially and nationally. Significant accomplishments in the Centre’s inaugural phase built 
the strong foundation upon which new initiatives are being developed. This enables the Centre 
to proceed confidently with the next phase in its evolution.

The Centre is well positioned and steadfastly committed to take the next steps towards 
achieving its goal of becoming a Centre of Excellence specializing in leading practices, training, 
research, community awareness and education in the area of integrated child abuse practice. 

With a shared purpose, the Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre is moving forward 
confidently and strategically to the day when:

 » the issue of child abuse is front and centre

 » the entire community owns the responsibility to value and support the  
well-being of children, youth and families

 » all perpetrators are brought to justice

 » children and families have access to all the support they need, in the place  
where they live

 » no child or youth is abused

As partners, we have already come far. Now we will build on and accelerate this momentum to 
reach out to more people and more communities. 

We bring together our expertise to heighten our collective impact; to spark the effective 
integrated models of practice needed to transform how society addresses the issue of child 
abuse; to wrap children, youth and families in all the support they need to heal; and help those 
impacted by abuse move beyond trauma and live the lives they dream of. 

Together, we will show that sharing the 
responsibility and taking action for the  
well-being of our children, youth and 
families is not only possible, it’s a 
promise we will keep.

Partners in progress
The Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre continues to set the example for what is 
possible when passionate professionals, committed partners, corporate champions  
and all levels of government come together to improve the lives of children, youth  
and families.

Working with one shared purpose, we are prompting provincial and national dialogue about 
child abuse, forging relationships with organizations and individuals, and realizing the 
potential of our collective impact and expertise to improve access to resources that offer 
hope, help and healing to all who need it.

The Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre is collaborative in approach and innovative in 
spirit. This not-for-profit organization — in alliance with the Calgary Police Service, Calgary 
Region Child and Family Services, Alberta Health Services, Alberta Justice Calgary Crown 
Prosecutors’ Office, the RCMP, Alberta Education, the University of Calgary and Treaty 7 — 
aims to set a new standard for providing a strategic, effective and proven approach to  
child abuse.

One integrated response:
Sheldon Kennedy Child 
Advocacy Centre
Considered Canada’s largest and most comprehensive child advocacy centre, bringing 
together investigation, treatment, prevention, education and research for one purpose:  
to provide hope, help and healing to children, youth and families who are impacted by  
child abuse.

One critical issue: child abuse

Our promise
Children and youth are our future. They embody the hopes, dreams and potential of every 
generation and every community. As members of the Board of the Sheldon Kennedy Child 
Advocacy Centre, we are honoured to help bring together people and organizations who 
are making a profound difference in how the issue of child abuse is discussed; setting new 
standards for leading practice; supporting children, youth and families impacted by abuse 
and rallying people and communities to prevent abuse. 

Doing all we can to ensure every child has the chance to live a healthy and happy life is our 
highest aspiration.
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Strategy
Establish a Centre of Excellence

• strengthen position as a key influencer and leader
• advance the plan for long-term sustainability
• engage and grow government, corporate, educational  

and community partnerships
• enhance organizational culture and identity
• promote research

Strategy
Respect diversity
• engage and support First Nations,  

Métis and Inuit partners
• minimize barriers to access
• expand cultural competencies
• develop working relationships  

with ethnic communities

Strategy
Support victims and 
enhance outreach

• expand victim support services
• increase supports to vulnerable individuals
• support children, youth and families where they live
• evaluate effectiveness

Strategy
Champion leading practices

• continually improve outcomes through  
evidence-based practice

• advance the integrated practice framework
• enhance professional training and development
• promote a dynamic culture of learning
• support staff well-being

Strategy
Prevent abuse

• build awareness and knowledge
• engage the community
• create networks and alliances
• enhance parents’ capacity
• empower children, youth and families

Sheldon Kennedy Child 
Advocacy Centre

in alliance with

• Calgary Police Service
• Calgary Region Child and Family Services
• Alberta Health Services
• Alberta Justice Calgary Crown  

Prosecutors’ Office
• RCMP
• Alberta Education
• University of Calgary
• Treaty 7
• provincial and national agencies  

on key initiatives

Outcomes
• increased community knowledge and awareness of child abuse
• improved timeliness in the coordinated assessment and  

investigation of child abuse cases
• increased access to support and therapeutic resources for  

children, youth and their families
• enhanced collaboration among partners
• more efficient and effective use of resources
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