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Coming together for children, youth and families
The Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre (SKCAC) is transforming how current systems respond to the issue of 
child abuse and to abused children and their families in Calgary and surrounding communities.

Bringing together more than 105 professionals focused on this one critical issue has enabled us to develop a 
groundbreaking collaborative and innovative practice model that serves the unique needs of each child,  
youth and family.

We assess, investigate, intervene and provide treatment and support for sexual abuse and the most  
severe cases of physical abuse and neglect.

Offering hope, help and healing
8 out of 10 cases at the SKCAC are assessed by a multi-disciplinary  
team, a comprehensive approach that makes it easier for victims to  
share information and begin the healing process. 

In our first 28 months, we assessed 3,455 infants, children  
and youth (123 cases per month).

38% of children and youth assessed at the SKCAC struggle  
with mental health, suicide, self-harm and sexualized behaviours. 

64%
girls

36%
boys

35%
over the 

age of 12 65%
under the 
age of 12

SKCAC partners
Calgary Police Service

Calgary Region Child and Family Services

Alberta Health Services

Alberta Justice - Calgary Crown Prosecutor’s Office

RCMP

Alberta Education

University of Calgary

Treaty 7

5 strategic directions
 » Prevent abuse 

 » Champion leading practices 

 » Support victims and enhance outreach 

 » Respect diversity 

 » Establish a Centre of Excellence 

Children and youth served

*In addition, over 1,110 infants under the age of three months who 
live in environments where they are at risk for abuse are served 
through the Alberta Vulnerable Infant Response Team (AVIRT).
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Child abuse is an issue that  
demands our attention and action 

 » 1 in 3 Canadians report experiencing some kind of child abuse (including physical, sexual and witnessing 
domestic violence).

 » Victims of child abuse are 3–5 times more likely to be physically or sexually  
re-victimized by the time they finish high school.

 » Victims are 4 times as likely to report self-harm and suicidal ideation.

 » Children who have been abused are 30% less likely to graduate from high school.

 » Boys who are abused by a family member are 45 times more likely to perpetrate dating violence  
as adolescents.

Sources: Canadian Medical Association Journal; Development and Psychopathology; Journal of Pediatric 
Psychology; Child Maltreatment; Pediatrics

Focusing services on children, youth and families
Complex cases

 » 1/4 are cases where children and youth are experiencing multiple forms of abuse 

 » 1/2 have also experienced abuse in the past in addition to the current primary concern 

 » 33% are children and youth in families who struggle with domestic violence 

 » 3/5 are children and youth in families who struggle with substance abuse, parental mental health,  
domestic violence and other challenges 

Victims often have relationships to their offender* 
 » 97% of children know their abuser(s) 

 » 50% are abused by their own parents and caregivers 

 » 13% are abused by their peers 

 » 9% are abused by their own sibling
 *of the cases where an alleged offender has been identified

Issues presented among youth aged 12–17
 » 38% of children and youth assessed at the SKCAC struggle with suicidal thoughts, substance abuse, self-harm, 

mental health, aggressive behaviour, or sexualized behaviour at the time of initial assessment

 » by the time they are aged 12–17, 62% present with these concerns

 » 1 in 3 youth present with more than one of these concerns

68%
sexual 

abuse**18%
physical 
abuse

Kinds of abuse  
experienced by children 
*Other includes witness to domestic violence, emotional  
abuse, medical child abuse and sexual exploitation.

**Because the SKCAC assesses all cases of sexual abuse,  
a higher rate of sexual abuse is represented at the SKCAC  
than is seen in the general population. 
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