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skeena 2050: an introduction
In the first half of 2014, skeena2050 gathered volunteers to go door-to-door across the Skeena
region and speak with people about the issues that matter to them.
Our intention was to ask thought-provoking questions; listen carefully to what we heard; and share
our findings with the community.
The response was phenomenal. More than 80% of people who were invited to participate agreed
to do so. In total, our volunteers spoke with more than 60o people from Prince Rupert to
Houston, in conversations ranging from a few minutes to half an hour.
The voices we heard through skeena2050 paint a vivid picture of what people in our communities
are thinking and feeling. If there’s an easy headline message, it’s that we have more in common
than we often acknowledge.
But there’s another lesson with more significance: our neighbours are ready and willing to engage
in thoughtful dialogue about building a better future. All it takes to spark conversation is for us to
step up and listen—genuinely, respectfully and without judgement.
We hope that this basic intention of skeena2050 will continue to echo even after the project
comes to a close.
In the meantime, we invite you to tune in to what we heard.
1.

This document covers those responses which could be counted numerically, and presents
the results in chart form.

2. A second document, What we heard, in words, showcases a randomised selection of
responses we received in answer to four open-ended questions (numbers 1,3,4 and 7). At
skeena2050.ca, you can also find the complete version, with about 2,400 answers in total.
3. Last, but not least, we invited a dozen of our volunteers to talk about their door-knocking
experience on camera. Video clips in which they share their stories, insights and ideas can be
streamed at skeena2050.ca.
All 644 skeena2050 interviews followed a script of 7 questions:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
!
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What’s important to you and your family?
How do you get your voice included in decisions that affect you?
Do you feel the community and region are headed in the right direction?
Do you think there is a tipping point with regard to development?
What local foods do you eat?
Is there an outstanding land question in B.C.?
What would you like to see for the future of the region?

Prologue: participants, process, results
How did skeena2050 select participants?
Mostly at random. Our aim was to engage people from as many parts of the community as possible. It
was also important for us to hear from people whose voices aren't included in other venues. This is
why our volunteers took time to go door-to-door and meet people at their homes. (Some people were
also invited to participate at farmers' markets and other events.) The chart below shows the number of
participants in each community.
How was information recorded?
Most of our questions were open-ended, so volunteers took handwritten notes, summarising what
they heard. The document, What we heard, in words, reproduces the answers recorded by our
volunteers. (For a couple of questions, Q2 & Q5, participants were asked to choose specific responses
from a list.)
How are the results being used?
Results are being distributed to skeena2050 participants, to volunteers, and to the two host
organisations: SkeenaWild and SWCC. In addition, all our documents will be available at skeena2050.ca.
We hope that people who care about the region will listen to the collective wisdom contained by
skeena2050—and be inspired to start more conversations.!

[P.1] Participant count — 644
Total number of people who participated in skeena2050

By accepting an invitation and speaking with a volunteer
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Prince Rupert

Terrace

Hazeltons and Area

Bulkley Valley

122

Participants

112
161
249
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[1.1] Question 1
Percentage of people who included the following themes in their answer to Q1,

What's important to you and your family?
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44%

Community
Culture

10%
25%

Economy

51%

Environment
Faith

4%

Family

28%

Health

30%
41%

Lifestyle

[1.2] Question 1 — Specific issues
Percentage of people who mentioned the following issues in their answer to Q1,

What's important to you and your family?
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Jobs for kids
Affordability

10%
16%
39%

Clean air and water
Striking a balance
Community harmony
Quality of life
Outdoor recreation
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26%
19%
44%
31%
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[1.3] Question 1 — Word Cloud
A representation of the most frequently recorded words in answer to Q1,

What's important to you and your family?
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[2.1] Question 2
Percentage of people who answered 'yes' to each of the following options for Q2,

How do you get your voice included in decisions that affect you?

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww

69%

Voting
Talking to peers

37%

Contact with elected officials

27%
37%

Public meetings
Petitions
Community service
Advocacy work
Social media

26%
18%
25%
17%
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[3.1] Question 3
Percentage of people who gave each of the following overall answers to Q3,

Do you feel the community/region are headed in the right direction?
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Yes - 27%
No - 24%
Mixed feelings - 43%
Unsure / No answer - 6%

[3.2] Question 3 — Regional variation
Region-by-region breakdown of responses to Q3,

Do you feel the community/region are headed in the right direction?
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30%
30%

Prince Rupert
2%
21%

Terrace

29%

5%
24%
28%

Hazeltons and Area
9%

Bulkley Valley

17%
7%
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37%

Yes
No
Mixed feelings
44%

39%

32%
44%

Unsure / No answer
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[4.1] Question 4
Percentage of people who gave each of the following overall answers to Q4,

Do you think there is a tipping point with regard to development?
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Yes - 80%
No - 9%
Unsure - 9%
No answer - 2%

[4.2] Question 4 — Regional variation
Region-by-region breakdown of responses to Q4,

Do you think there is a tipping point with regard to development?
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11%
15%

Prince Rupert
0%
5%

Terrace
1%

Hazeltons and Area

1%

Yes
No
79%

10%
6%

Unsure
No answer

14%

7%
4%
2%

Bulkley Valley

72%

81%

82%
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[5.1] Question 5
Percentage of people who answered 'yes' to each of the following options for Q5,

What local foods do you eat?
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100%

80%

Salmon
77%

Garden produce
60%

60%

Farmers' market

56%
49%

43%

40%

Local meat
37% 36%

Gathered foods
Wild game

20%

Other seafood

0%

[5.2] Question 5 — Regional variation
Region-by-region breakdown of responses to Q5,

What local foods do you eat?
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100%

Salmon

80%

Garden produce
Farmers' market

60%

Local meat
40%

Gathered foods
Wild game

20%

Other seafood

0%

Prince Rupert
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Terrace

Hazeltons and
Area

Bulkley Valley

PDF version / What we heard, by the numbers

[6.1] Question 6
Percentage of people who included the following reasoning in their answer to Q6,

Is there an outstanding land question in B.C.?
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Yes, and it's an
obstacle to
development

Yes, and it's an
opportunity for
reconciliation

5%

Other / no answer

20%

36%

No; the land was
never ceded

Yes, and it's a wrong
that needs to be
righted

6%

33%
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[7.1] Question 7 — Word Cloud
A representation of the most frequently recorded words in answer to Q7,

What do you want to see for the future of the region?
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To access additional materials, including video clips of volunteers speaking about
their experiences and complete answers to questions 1,3,4, and 7, visit
skeena2050.ca.
For other inquiries, contact the host organisations directly:
SWCC — Brian Huntington, brian@skeenawatershed.com
SkeenaWild — Julia Hill, julia@skeenawild.org.
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