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Brotherhood  in the Modern Era 
  Have you heard the news?   
The much-maligned prohibi-
tion against alcohol, better 
known as “Dry Skulls,” is 
now a policy of the past!  As 
of August 2016, brothers 
who are of legal age may 
consume a moderate 
amount of alcohol on chap-
ter premises.    For those of 
us happy about this policy 
reversal, we’re still left with 
the sobering knowledge that 
Phi Kaps today have a tough 
road ahead.    In fact, to-
day’s brotherhood requires 
that our young men be digi-
tally savvy, master politi-
cians and of course more 
mature than most of us probably were “back in our day.”   
  The perils are obvious; college life is as much a social en-
deavor as it is an academic one.  Any mistake, great or 
small, is often captured and interned forever on social net-
works.  The risk of a story going “viral” means that an indi-
vidual act can create shockwaves that reverberate far be-
yond just one person’s choices.  The old saying “a lie can 
travel halfway across the globe before the truth can even get 
its pants on” has never been more true.  False accusations 
can often damage the fraternal brand, especially if the con-
text that the accusation stems from is a dubious one.    
  Our focus today should be on helping our brothers be 
smart about their choices as young men.  Many of us are 
grateful that our worst days are mere stories, rather than life-
altering events that could have affected our employment, 
future relationships or the image of our fraternity.  We’re 
asking these 18-to-22-year-old men to reach for a higher 
ideal than what was required of many of us.  Unfair or other-
wise that is the world we live in today.      
  What does this mean for today’s brotherhood?  They need 
to forge solid relationships on campus with important stake-

holders in the future of the 
chapter house.  These influ-
ential leaders on campus, in 
public safety and in the com-
munity, can help guide and 
aid young men still making 
their way to adulthood.   Fur-
thermore, while millennials 
today are most certainly dig-
itally aware, even seemingly 
innocuous social media 
posts can be construed in 
the wrong way if not well 
thought out.   
  Most importantly, being a 
Phi Kap is about being a 
good man.  Not a perfect 
one.  Not a pretend version 
of something that most col-

lege kids can never be, but rather a fundamentally good hu-
man.  This means leading and demonstrating a respect for 
women as well as non-fraternity friends and strangers.  De-
spite the repeal of Dry Skulls, it should not be construed as 
a license to drink and be merry with all comers.  In fact, sup-
plying a place for others to drink is a recipe for disaster giv-
en that many college kids do not know their limits.   Indirectly 
to this cause we as alumni continue support the develop-
ment of our young leaders through funding undergraduate 
participation in programs like “Men of Honor” and the 
“Carroll K. Simons Institute.”    When men are focused on 
the right things, they tend to make better decisions all 
around.     
  I have high hopes and high expectations that the current 
chapter will set the right course for navigating in the post 
“Dry Skulls” world.   I encourage alumni to consider what 
each of us can do individually to help them along the way.   

Are we encouraging the right behaviors in our interactions?  
Are we setting the right incentives for the success of the 
chapter?   We are all in this together to keep our be-
loved Alpha Delta a vibrant part of the UMaine campus. 

Alpha Delta has been around for over 118 years 
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Skullumni funds four undergraduates to attend biennial convention 

  The Alpha Delta chapter was well repre-

sented at the Phi Kappa Sigma Grand 

Chapter this past July. Six alumni and four 

undergraduates attended the biennial con-

vention, held in Chicago, IL.  The under-

graudates’ attendance was funded, as al-

ways, by Skullumni thanks to generous 

donations by alumni. 

  Undergraduate members attended nu-

merous sessions, including: a presentation 

from the National philanthropy beneficiary, 

the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society; a 

discussion about liability insurance cover-

age; a keynote from Robert Crawford ’60 

(Dickinson), retired Chairman and Senior 

Advisor of Brook Furniture Rental; recruit-

ment strategies; and much more. 

  “Having already attended Men of Honor a 

year and a half ago, I did not think that 

there was much left that I could learn 

about the Phi Kap world,” said Logan 

Johnson ‘17. “That thought, however, was 

not accurate at all. In fact, I probably 

learned more about the operations of Phi 

Kap than I ever could have imagined.” 

  The other three undergraduate attendees 

echoed Johnson’s sentiments.  Alex Gil-

bert ‘17 said his takeaway was to “have 

our chapter reach a point where we can 

win several awards at Grand Chapter. 

This, of course, can only be accomplished 

by a few consistent years of good behav-

ior, excellent grades, and more community 

service hours. I know we can do it.” 

  Skullumni also presented the Phi Kappa 

Sigma Foundation with a gift of $1,000 to 

go toward alcohol education for all chap-

ters, now that the substance-free housing 

prohibition has been lifted and replaced 

with new guidelines that allow limited 

quantities of alcohol in houses. As part of 

this donation, Alpha Delta was one of the 

first chapters to receive this education from 

Nationals back in September. 

  “I want to thank all of the staff at Grand 

Chapter and our alumni who have helped 

us out recently,” said Gilbert. “You have 

given me confidence as a Skull I did not 

have before.” Thank you Alpha Delta alum-

ni for your support! 

Thanks to  
Our ‘Founders 

Club’ 
 

Skullumni would like to 
thank the following 24 
alumni for donating to 
the Alumni Chapter in 

each of our first 15 
years of existence 

(since 2001):  
 

Albert Ehrenfried ‘44 

Robert Eastman ‘51 

Alan Pease ‘52 

Donald LaRochelle ‘53 

Norman Fuller ‘56 

Gilbert Leslie, Jr. ‘56 

Foster Shibles ‘56 

S. Clyde Ross ‘59 

James York II ‘59 

F. William Smullen III ‘62 

Leonard DiCarlo ‘65 

Brian Bicknell ‘66 

Paul Sullivan ‘66 

Thomas Dwyer ‘67 

Zachary Longley ‘67 

Jay Smith ‘67 

Michael Carney ‘71 

Jonathan Young ‘71 

Larry LaPlante ‘73 

Matthew Rocca ‘96 

Peter Ruggiero ‘97 

Scott Morelli ‘99 

Anthony Kvedar ‘00 

Jeremy Thiele ‘02 

Alpha Deltans at Grand Chapter. L to R:  
Joshua Moody ‘09, Alex Gilbert ’17, Scott Morelli 
‘99, Thomas Zani ‘17,  Rob Williams ‘00, Logan 
Johnson ‘17, Bob Kvedar ‘00, Justin Davis ‘15, 

Evan Amell ‘17, and Ben Fournier ‘13 

Skullumni Executive Committee members present 
Phi Kappa Sigma Foundation member Peter Nich-
ols ‘80 (Univ. of Washington) (front row, center) 

with a donation for $1,000 
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A Decade of 
Thanks 
Skullumni would like to 

thank the following ten 

alumni for reaching the 

tenth year in which they 

have donated to the 

Alumni Chapter:  

 

Walter Anderson ‘50 

David Foster ‘56 

Kenneth Henrikson ‘56 

Leslie Whitham ‘57 

William Hutchinson ‘59 

Robert Sterritt ‘60 

Gordon Erikson ‘68 

William Roberts ‘68 

Gary Ackendorf ‘70 

Daniel Kinne ‘04 

 

 
A Half Decade 
of Thanks 
Skullumni would like to 

thank the following five 

alumni for reaching the 

fifth year in which they 

have donated to the 

Alumni Chapter:  

 

H. William Sterritt ‘57 

Richard Bryant ‘58 

Charles Abbott ‘59 

John Sears ‘61 

William Potter ‘64 

 

 

Served as Chief of Staff to Secretary of State Colin Powell 

  Alumnus F. William Smullen 

‘62 has been selected as the 

2016 Alumnus of the Year for 

his varied distinguished ac-

complishments throughout his 

career. 

  Smullen was appointed as 

the Director of National Securi-

ty Studies at the Maxwell 

School of Citizenship and Pub-

lic Affairs at Syracuse Univer-

sity in June of 2003. He is also 

Maxwell’s Senior Fellow in Na-

tional Security and a member 

of the faculty of the S.I. 

Newhouse School of Public 

Communications as a Profes-

sor of Public Relations. 

  Prior to his appointment at Syracuse Uni-

versity, he was the Chief of Staff to Secre-

tary of State Colin L. Powell and of the 

U.S. Department of State beginning in 

January 2001. As principal advisor to the 

Secretary, he was responsible for monitor-

ing and evaluating the formulation and im-

plementation of departmental policies. He 

was also involved in the planning and de-

velopment of concept strategy associated 

with foreign policy matters. 

  A professional soldier for 30 years, he 

retired from the U.S. Army in 1993. His 

military career included a series of infantry 

and command and staff assignments at 

the platoon, company, battalion, brigade 

and division levels, as well as several pub-

lic affairs positions including Media Rela-

tions Officer at West Point and Chief of 

Media Relations for the Department of the 

Army. Overseas Army tours took him to 

Korea, Panama and twice to Vietnam. His 

military schooling included the Army’s 

Command and General Staff College and 

the Army War College. His military cita-

tions include the Defense Superior Service 

Medal, the Legion of Merit, the Bronze 

Star Medal, the Army Merito-

rious Service Medal, the Air 

Medal, the Combat Infantry-

man’s Badge and the Para-

chutist’s Badge. 

  His last assignment on ac-

tive duty was Special Assis-

tant to the eleventh and 

twelfth Chairmen of the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Wil-

liam J. Crowe, Jr., and Gen-

eral Colin L. Powell. Upon 

leaving active duty, he be-

came the Executive Assistant 

to General Powell, assisting 

with the writing and promotion 

of his best-selling autobiog-

raphy, “My American Journey,” published 

in 1995. From 1993 to 2001 he had daily 

responsibility for managing the General’s 

private office and professional activities. 

Beginning in 1997 he doubled his respon-

sibilities by becoming the Chief of Staff for 

America’s Promise—The Alliance for 

Youth, which General Powell chaired from 

May 1997 to January 2001. 

  Among his career accomplishments, he 

has been elected to Syracuse University’s 

S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communi-

cations Hall of Fame, the U.S. Army Public 

Affairs Hall of Fame, the University of 

Maine ROTC Hall of Fame, and was cho-

sen as the recipient of the University of 

Maine 2007 Alumni Career Award, which 

is the highest honor presented by the Uni-

versity of Maine Alumni Association. He 

received the 2007 Public Relations Society 

of America’s Lloyd B. Dennis Distin-

guished Leadership Award. 

  Smullen is an accomplished speaker and 

has authored three books. 

  He earned a B.A. in Business and Eco-

nomics from UMaine and a Masters de-

gree in Public Relations from Syracuse 

University. Congrats Brother Smullen! 

Col. F. William Smullen ‘62 
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For the thirteenth straight year, over 100 alumni have become Skullumni Voting Members.  
These alumni represent 45 unique classes spanning 71 years from 1944 to 2015.  Listed below 
you will find the names of all 116 Voting Members, broken out by donation amount.  You will 

see their class year and the number of years they have been a Voting Member (indicated in pa-
renthesis), along with an update about what they’ve been up to (if provided).  THANK YOU 
Alpha Delta alumni for your tremendous support and for continuing to make us the largest 

alumni chapter in the entire Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity!  

Platinum Skull Club ($500+) (4) 
Charles N. Abbott ‘59 (5) | Thomas Hardcastle ‘65 (7) | Paul 

E. Sullivan ‘66 (15) | Matthew J. Rocca ‘96 (15)  

Diamond Skull Club ($250-$499) (8) 
Robert C. Fuehrer ‘57 (14) | J. Bruce Johnson ‘60 (11) | 

Douglas C. Allen ‘62 (13) | Robert R. Michaud ‘66 (14) | 

William Roberts ‘68 (10) | David J. Pullen ‘73 (13) | Robert H. 

Whittier ‘73 (7) | Steven A. Young ‘79 (2) 

Century Skull Club ($100-$249) (39) 
Walter T. Anderson ‘50 (10) | Kenneth A. Chatto ‘50 (14) | 

Donald R. LaRochelle ‘53 (15) | Kendall G. Lund ‘55 (13) | 

Gilbert P. Leslie ‘56 (15) | Foster M. Shibles ‘56 (15) | Robert 

C. Hutchinson ‘57 (14) | Alden G. Small ‘57 (13) | John K. 

Thurston ‘57 (2) | Richard I. Bryant ‘58 (5) | Robert F. 

McKown ‘58 (8) | David A. Ober ‘58 (11) | Richard L. 

Rhodenizer ‘59 (6) | Gary F. Auclair ‘60 (14) | Richard A. 

Dudley ‘60 (14) | Jerry V. Lambert ‘60 (12) | James G. 

Vamvakias ‘62 (13) | John D. Buecking ‘63 (7) | Thomas B. 

Chittick ‘63 (12) | Bruce M. Wentworth ‘63 (14) | William D. 

Potter ‘64 (5) | Leonard C. DiCarlo ‘65 (15) | Brian P. Bicknell 

‘66 (15) | Charles M. Bonney ‘66 (14) | Thomas J. Dwyer ‘67 

(15) | Zachary M. Longley ‘67 (15) | Jay S. Smith ‘67 (15) | 

Michael M. Carney ‘71 (15) | Roderick H. O'Keefe ‘71 (1) | 

Jonathan Young ‘71 (15) | Larry LaPlante ‘73 (15) | Michael J. 

Fayer ‘76 (4) | Daniel C. Ludden ‘92 (13) | Denis Elie ‘94 (6) | 

Thomas Moran ‘95 (2) | Daniel Stiehl ‘96 (4) | Tim Gallant ‘02 

(6) | Jeremy Thiele ‘02 (15) | Joshua Moody ‘09 (8)  

Golden Skull Club ($50-$99) (35) 
Russell S. Bodwell ‘44 (13) | Dana W. Davis ‘50 (11) | Robert 

H. Eastman ‘51 (15) | Alton B. Cole ‘52 (9) | Alan C. Pease ‘52 

(15) | David W. Gates ‘54 (11) | John E. Hodgkins ‘56 (14) | 

Gordon E. Bryant ‘57 (6) | Richard T. Secord ‘57 (14) | H. 

William Sterritt ‘57 (5) | William Hutchinson ‘59 (10) | J. 

Bruce Probert ‘59 (8) | S. Clyde Ross ‘59 (15) | James L. York 

‘59 (15) | David H. Gagnon ‘60 (14) | Jonathan Ord ‘60 (11) | 

Robert S. Sterritt ‘60 (10) | John E. Sears ‘61 (5) | Alvin K. 

Ahlers ‘62 (13) | Stephen C. DeWick ‘62 (12) | Lawrence W. 

Libby ‘62 (9) | F. William Smullen ‘62 (15) | Axel R. Larson 

‘65 (8) | Fred T. Wildes ‘65 (9) | Gordon I. Erikson ‘68 (10) | 

Paul J. Herer ‘69 (12) “Last March my wife Kathy and I visited 

New Orleans with John Sebelius (Class of 1968) and his wife 

Carla. See photo.  We live in Virginia and they live in Florida but 

we managed to see each other several times a year.” | Gary D. 

Ackendorf ‘70 (10) | Kevin  Stephens ‘83 (11) | Rich Ruhlin 

‘85 (9) | Shawn F. Harris ‘91 (9) | Peter Ruggiero ‘97 (15) | 

Scott T. Morelli ‘99 (15) | Danny Guzman ‘06 (11) “My wife, 

Brighid McCarthy, and I got married on July 2nd, 2016 in upstate 

NY and several Phi Kaps were in attendance making the event 

an even more memorable one.” | Adam Theriault ‘11 (3) | 

Justin M. Gamache ‘12 (1)  

Skull Club ($25-$49) (30) 
Albert D. Ehrenfried ‘44 (15) | Stanley R. Christianson ‘51 (4) 

| Theodore R. Littlefield ‘51 (13) | David A. Foster ‘56 (10) | 

Danny Guzman ‘06 & wife Brighid McCarthy 
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Norman Fuller ‘56 (15) | Kenneth R. Henrikson ‘56 (10) | 

Edric P. Starbird ‘56 (11) | Leslie C. Whitham ‘57 (10) | James 

H. Dunlap ‘58 (12) | William R. Moulton ‘58 (1) | Peter T. Berry 

‘61 (14) | Ewen I.S. MacKinnon ‘61 (11) | Paul W. Kiah ‘62 (14) 

| Avard L. Walker ‘64 (12) | John A. Sebelius ‘68 (8) | Patrick 

Penley ‘91 (13) | Andrew B. Morse ‘93 (13) | Edward J. St. 

Charles ‘94 (9) | Anthony Robert Kvedar ‘00 (15) | Robert E. 

Williams ‘00 (14) | James F. Flagg ‘03 (14) | Daniel Kinne ‘04 

(10) | Dylan Reburn ‘04 (6) | Keith Flagg ‘07 (9) | Elias Z. Eder 

‘12 (4) | Benjamin Fournier ‘13 (1) | Justin Davis ‘15 (1) | 

Ethan Hoffman ‘15 (1) | Jay S. Knowlton ‘15 (1)  “Living in 

Portland. Working for Dartmouth Medical School's national "High 

Value Healthcare Collaborative". Pursuing graduate degree in 

healthcare management at USM. Enjoying the Maine outdoors 

as much as possible!” | Jerome L. Graffam ‘03 (6) 

 

Help Skullumni fulfill its missions: join or renew your membership 
dues today!  Nearly one-quarter of all living alumni donated to 

the Alumni Chapter in 2016. Your gift ensures you Voting Mem-
ber status through December 2017.  This means that you will: 

 
 Receive updated contact information for all alumni from 

your era, including exclusive access to a searchable online 
database of all alumni via our website (or mail) 

 Receive discounts on alumni social events such as free 
Homecoming football game tickets ($15 value) 

 Be recognized for your donation in our annual newsletter 
 

In turn, your donation will enable Skullumni to: 
 

 Keep alumni connected through newsletters, emails, and 
various social media 

 Fund undergraduate attendance at important leadership 
conferences, such as Grand Chapter 

 Plan alumni social events, such as Homecoming 
 

So donate today via the enclosed personalized membership 
form and return it to us with the included postage paid envelope.  
Or visit our website to pay immediately.  But hurry!  We ask that 

you renew/join before January 1, 2017.  Thank you! 
 

Paul Herer ‘69 & John Sebelius ‘68 in NOLA 

 
Stay Connected With Skullumni! 

 

P.O. Box 3093, Portland, ME 04104-3093 | 207-240-0866 (Joshua Moody ‘09) | info@skullumni.org  
 

Facebook.com/Skullumni       Twitter: @Skullumni     LinkedIn Group: Skullumni      www.skullumni.org 
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The 98 donors to the recent house renovations effort were recognized during Homecoming weekend this past October.  The generosity of these 

alumni led to over $163,000 in donations and enabled much needed renovations to the first and second floors of the house, along with updates 

to the roof, heating, and electrical systems.  Donors were treated to a reception on the Friday night of Homecoming, where a plaque was un-

veiled that displays the names of all donors.  This plaque was placed in the front stairwell to the second floor. In addition, alumni who donated 

over $5,000 had the opportunity to have a room named in their honor, and those room plaques were unveiled as well. Skullumni offers its thanks 

to the many alumni who supported this effort, which has resulted in more members living in, more stable finances, and vastly improved living 

conditions! 

PHOTO LEGEND 
1) John Hodgkins ‘56 and Foster Shibles ‘56 next to the room plaque 
bearing their names 
2) Shawn Harris ‘91 next to his room plaque 
3) Alumni and undergraduates at the donor reception 
4) Room plaque in memory of the late Donald Ziegler ‘95, a gift of Mat-
thew Rocca ‘96 and wife Jennifer 
5) Room plaque named for Bob Sterritt ‘60 
6) The donor recognition plaque listing the names of all alumni donors. 
This plaque is located in the front stairwell leading to the second floor 
7) Classes who didn't have at least one alumnus donate to the renova-
tions are listed on plaques that appear in the bathrooms at the house 
8) The text that appears on the donor plaque 
9) Room plaque dedicated to the Fall 1988 pledge class, a gift of Steven 
Urquhart ‘92 
10) Room plaque in memory of the late Stephen Howe ‘60, the top donor 
to the renovation effort. This plaque appears outside of the first floor living 
room 
11) Room plaque in memory of the late Russell Bodwell ‘44. This plaque 
appears outside of the trophy room on the first floor. 
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Homecoming 2016: October 14-16 
An amazing number of alumni from the 1950s through 2010s returned to Orono for Homecoming weekend this past October.  On Friday night, a 

reception for alumni donors to the house renovations effort was held, with several recognition plaques being unveiled. On Saturday, after the morn-

ing Skullumni annual meeting and update on the house renovations, alumni enjoyed numerous events. These events included tailgating at the foot-

ball game, group seats on the 50-yard-line at the football game, and a BBQ dinner at the house. Thanks to the many alumni who attended and we 

look forward to seeing even more alumni at Homecoming 2017, the date for which should be announced by the end of February 2017. 








