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February 24, 2020 

Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge 
200 North Glebe Road 
Arlington, VA  22203 
  
Dear Bishop Burbidge, 
  

In February of last year you released a list of 16 priests who you determined had “credible” accusations 
against them. We are writing to you today to ask you to add another name to your list, Msgr.  Lawrence 
St. Peter. 

Just days ago the Colorado Sun ran a story about a man, Neil Elms, who said he was repeatedly sexually 
abused by the monsignor.  Mr. Elms was not the only one. According to a report by Colorado’s attorney 
General , there were at least three additional allegations against Fr. St. Peter. 

According to the Sun piece, the monsignor was placed on “medical disability” and moved to Virginia in 
1993. He reportedly lived in the state until returning to Colorado shortly before his death in 2003. 

We are concerned for the children in Virginia during that decade. History has shown us that those who 
sexually abuse children do not just suddenly stop abusing. If you are serious about doing everything 
possible to help survivors and victim’s families heal, you will add St. Peter on your list of “credibly” 
accused priests and announce this to the public. This information is necessary to help those who may have 
been harmed. 

In addition to adding Msgr. St. Peter to your list, we would like you to update it to include nuns, brothers, 
deacons and lay employees who have been accused of abuse.  We would also like to see more information 
for each name, such as where these men are now, how many accusations have been made against them, 
where and when the accusations were made, and if they were reported to the police. By doing this you 
will show survivors and the public that your promises of transparency and accountability are more than 
just words. 

We look forward to hearing from you, 

Becky Ianni 
Virginia SNAP (Survivors Network of Those Abused by Priests) State Leader 
703-801-6044  
snapvirginia@cox.net 

  

Zach Hiner 
SNAP Executive Director 
517-974-9009 
zhiner@zhiner@snapnetwork.org 
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