
         Philadelphia, May 4, 2015 

Dear SNAP friends, 

I wanted to write this note to ask you to participate with me in this tremendous honor I am receiving: 
The Ellis Island Medal of Honor 2015 on Saturday May 9th at the Statue of Liberty. Truly something I did 
not expect as they normally give it to presidents, politicians, actors, scientists and important business 
people. Well, this year I am one of the chosen ones.  I am so humbled and shocked that they would have 
picked me, but at the same time it makes me so happy because they have never given it to a survivor of 
abuse, to someone who fights for survivors in Chile, the United States and all over the world.  It is a 
recognition to the fight that survivors give around the world to free themselves from this horror that 
haunts you for so many years. 

The reason I am sending you this is because I want to dedicate this medal to all of you. It is an honor I do 
not deserve alone. I would not have done it without each one of you. Since I arrived at SNAP, I felt a 
community backed me up, I was not alone anymore. I don’t have to tell you how one feels after 
encountering the horror of sexual and psychological abuse. I have told you many times, you have helped 
me heal. I know this process is a lifetime commitment and that is why I keep fighting for myself, but 
mostly for all those who suffer in silence and shame because they are not able to speak out. Like you, I 
receive hundreds of messages with the same story. I have friends who have committed suicide and 
others that suffer in silence.  What I thought was going to be a battle that would have an end, has 
turned to be the mission of my lifetime, one that I accept with honor, for all those who are in a dark 
cavern and need a hand to pull them out. Also, to expose those who keep hiding abuse and put all our 
future generation of children and vulnerable youth in danger.  

You have done that for me and much more. I take strength and courage from yours. I am successful 
when you are. We all live through a rollercoaster of emotions every day. Even when you get an award 
for “being brave.”  The only way I can stand tall in front of the adversity we encounter each day by much 
of the Catholic hierarchy who still covers up all this, is because I know we are many fighting the good 
fight and leaving a better world for others. 

Each one of you has made a difference in my life. Even if I don’t know you, because even though our 
stories are different, they speak of our resilience, our strength and a courage that tells the world and the 
Catholic hierarchy that still covers up this terrible crime, that we are not going to be brought down and 
that we will die fighting for a better world free of abuse of any kind. 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart. You will all be there in spirit with me this Saturday. I love and 
respect you all and I am so grateful to be in your company and thinking of each one of you and your 
brave fight as WE receive this honor.  

With my sincerest appreciation, 

Juan Carlos Cruz 


