February 7, 2019
SNAP, the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests
PO Box 56539
Saint Louis MO, 63156
His Holiness, Pope Francis
Apostolic Palace
00120 Vatican City

To His Holiness, Pope Francis
We are advocates for survivors of clergy sex abuse. We are the oldest and largest organization of sexual
abuse survivors in the world. For thirty years, our group has brought together those who have been
hurt by Catholic clergy. We promote the healing of victims, the prevention of future abuse, and
accountability for abusers and those complicit in covering up. We are the voice of survivors. We work to
create a world in which no children are hurt by clergy or someone else they love ever again.
We can share the experience of tens of thousands of survivors who are part of our network. We can be
the voice of survivors informing you and the bishops and Cardinals. We ask for participation in the
upcoming summit on sexual abuse in the church and to meet with you while we are in Rome.
For thirty years, we have watched as the church has consistently refused to adequately respond to the
abuse crisis. While church officials both here in the United States and abroad have made token efforts
towards preventing future cases of abuse, there has been a critical absence of effort made towards
holding accountable the prelates who allowed these cases of abuse to happen. We have seen numerous
instances of shifting accused priests around following accusations of abuse, hiding accusations made by
individual survivors in secret archives, or promoting bishops who have had a hand in covering-up abuse.
The church has consistently sent the message that cover-ups are to be expected from catholic prelates.
We look with great anticipation towards the summit you have planned for the end of February. To us,
this summit represents the last chance that church officials have to respond to this crisis. As you are
aware and as we have seen in places like Chile, Australia, and recently here in the U.S., law enforcement
officials are looking deeper into clergy abuse cases and are pursuing justice and accountability. While we
support these actions from secular officials, we also believe it is critical that you and the church respond
to this crisis.
We suggest five specific actions to be undertaken in during your summit in February:
First, on the first day of the summit, fire any prelate in attendance who have covered up or minimized
cases of abuse. Those men who have allowed children to be hurt under their watch must be removed.
One of those prelates is Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, who has mishandled abuse cases both as a Bishop in
Sioux City, Iowa and now as a Cardinal in Galveston-Houston, Texas.
Second, impose dramatic and punitive consequences for those prelates who cover-up cases of abuse.
There must be a zero-tolerance policy not only for abuser, but for those who enable abuse as well. The
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head of each na�on’s conference of catholic bishops should have the authority to ﬁre any prelate in
their conference who has failed to report allega�ons to police and remove abusers from their posi�ons.
Third, eliminate any sort of requirement or direc�ve for priests, deacons, bishops or any other church
staﬀ that would have them report cases of suspected abuse to church hierarchs. The only avenue for
such reports is through their local law enforcement oﬃcials. Only a�er trained law enforcement
professionals have been no�ﬁed should reports be routed to church oﬃcials.
Fourth, compel your bishops and Cardinals around the world to turn over any and all ﬁles they have to
these same law enforcement oﬃcials. Encourage civil inves�ga�ons so that you can have a fuller picture
of the extent and amount of cover-up. Only with this fuller picture can the depth of this crisis and the
eﬀect it has had on local communi�es be understood.
Finally, direct your bishops and other hierarchs to cease lobbying eﬀorts against legisla�ve reform that
would beneﬁt survivors. For example, in the United States, dioceses have spent money and eﬀort
preven�ng statutes of limita�ons reform, something that is not done out of care for their ﬂock but out
of care for their pocketbooks. The church should not be standing in the way of public policy that will
lead to jus�ce, accountability, and preven�on.
Without such concrete ac�ons, this summit will be a meaningless exercise, full of talk but lacking ac�on.
But ul�mately, the ﬁrst step is the most cri�cal. You must take ac�on. Thoughts and prayers, fas�ng and
spiritual penance is not ac�on. If you want other church oﬃcials to properly handle abusers in their
midst, then you must lead by example. We – and the world – are watching and wai�ng. We look forward
to par�cipa�ng in this mee�ng. We look forward to making our parishes and communi�es safer.
Sincerely,

Tim Lennon
Board President, SNAP
Representing SNAP in Rome
tlennon@snapnetwork.org
415-312-5820

Mary Dispenza
Washington Leader, SNAP
Representing SNAP in Rome
mcdispenza@comcast.net
425-644-2468

Esther Ha�ield Miller
Los Angeles Leader, SNAP
Representing SNAP in Rome
estherha�ield@yahoo.com
(562) 673-9442

Zach Hiner
Execu�ve Director, SNAP
zhiner@snapnetwork.org
517-974-9009
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