
 
 
August 28, 2019 
 
SNAP, the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests 
PO Box 56539 
Saint Louis MO, 63156 

 
Mike Hurst 
U.S. Attorney of the Southern District of Mississippi 
501 Court St Suite 4.430 
Jackson MS 39201 
 

Dear Mr. Hurst, 
 
We are leaders of SNAP, the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests. For the past thirty 
years, our organization has worked to support victims of clerical abuse and to advocate for 
change that prevents future cases of abuse from ever occurring in the first place. 
 
We are writing to you today on behalf and in support of childhood sexual assault victims of a 
former Franciscan religious order cleric, Paul West.  West is currently under investigation by law 
enforcement officials in Mississippi and Wisconsin for multiple acts of child sexual assault in the 
mid to late 1990’s.   
 
West belonged to the Franciscan Friars Assumption Province headquartered in Franklyn, 
Wisconsin. The allegations against West have been publicly confirmed by his former order as 
credible and include beatings, rape, and other sexual violations beginning when the victims 
were as young as 10.  Officials of the order were alerted to these acts as early as 1998.   
 
Although he appears to have officially been removed from his religious order sometime in the 
year 2002, West obtained employment as a 5th grade teacher during that time at St. John’s 
Catholic Grade School in Little Chute, Wisconsin from 2000 to at least 2010 as reported. 
 
According to a lengthy Associated Press investigation published this week (attached), for 
several years West assaulted at least three grade-school-age children from Greenwood, 
Mississippi. At the time, West was the principle of a Catholic elementary school operated by his 
religious order.  He also transported these children to Wisconsin and New York State where he 
sexually assaulted them.   
 
Over the past nine months, church officials of the Franciscan Order have been actively soliciting 
secrecy agreements from these survivors in exchange for financial settlements.  The 
settlements were executed with assistance of church officials of the Jackson diocese. The 
agreements also included a non-disclosure clause. Such clauses are in direct violation of the US 
Bishops 2002 nationwide policy on child sexual abuse by clerics.  They appear to have been 
engineered to mislead these victims into believing that West could no longer be prosecuted for 
his crimes. 
 

https://www.apnews.com/30a016c3b7f04bbe889797b70e95d793


 
 

West transported these children across state lines for the purposes of committing criminal sex 
acts, which we understand is are federal crimes.  18 U.S.C. §§ 2421 – 2423 criminalize a variety 
of activities pertaining to the prostitution of children. For example, Section 2421 and 2423(a) 
make it a crime to transport an individual or a minor across state lines for the purpose of 
prostitution or any other illegal sexual activity. Both of those statutes do require proof that the 
victim crossed a state line, which appears to very clearly by the case. If a minor is transported 
across state lines in violation of Section 2423(a), the penalty is not less than 10 years in prison, 
up to life.  We are requesting that your offices begin an investigation of West and his religious 
order for these alleged federal crimes.   
 
The treatment of these victims, according to the AP investigation, "differ from most victims 
with sex abuse claims against the church because they are black, desperately poor and, until 
recently, never had a lawyer to argue their case."  These brave survivors represent the most 
hidden and vulnerable population of victims in the church. 
 
Your office and help are critical in the effort to secure justice for these survivors and to help 

prevent future cases of child sexual abuse. We are ready to help you with any information you 

may need or in outreach to other survivors. Through your involvement, we believe that we can 

right the wrongs that have befallen these survivors while also ensuring that the practices that 

allowed these crimes to be hidden and obfuscated will be rooted out and cast aside.  

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Belenchia 

SNAP Mississippi 

msbelenchia@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Peter Isely 

SNAP Wisconsin 

peterisely@gmail.com 

 

Zach Hiner 

SNAP Executive Director 

zhiner@snapnetwork.org 
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