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Chapter 1 – Constitutional rules 

Clause I – Name and objects 

1. This organization shall be known as ‘The Social Democratic Labor Party’ (hereinafter referred 
to as ‘the Party’). 

2. Its purpose is to organize and maintain a political social democratic Party. 

3. The Party shall bring together members and supporters who share its values to develop policies, 
make communities stronger through collective action and support, and promote the election of 
Party representatives at all levels of the democratic process. 

4. The Party shall give effect, as far as may be practicable, to the principles from time to time 
approved by Party Convention. 

 

Clause II – Party structure and affiliated organizations  

1. There shall be a National Executive Committee of the Party (the ‘NEC’) which shall, subject to 
the control and directions of Party Convention, be the administrative authority of the Party. 

2. The Party shall be organized on the following basis: 

A. Where the NEC so determines there shall be established in any Federal Congressional District a 
unit of the Party, to be known as a ‘District Party’ or ‘DP.’ All members residing within a Federal 
Congressional District will automatically be members of that DP. No member may be a member of 
more than 1 DP. 

B. In each of State, Commonwealth and Dependency of the Union there shall be established a 
State Party or ‘SP’. All members residing within a US State will automatically be members of that 
SP. No member may be a member of more than 1 SP. 

C. All individual members who reside permanently outside the United States, its Commonwealths and 
Dependencies shall be members of SocDems International or ‘SI’. All members of SI cannot be 
members of a DP or SP. SI shall adopt the same model rules as if it was a DP and shall be treated as a 
DP for the purposes of SDLP Convention delegation.  

D. All individual members of the Party aged between 14 and 30 years inclusive shall be 
members of Young SocDems and may establish local Young SocDems groups throughout the 
country (subject to Approval by the NEC). Young SocDems shall enjoy rights in respect of: 

i. Annual Convention 

ii. Nominations for Leadership elections 

E. A National Trade Union and SDLP Liaison Organization shall be established to involve 
affiliated unions in Party organization, which shall include a National Trade Union and SDLP 
Liaison Committee and State Liaison Committees 

3. Organizations may, subject to the decision of the NEC, which shall be final and binding, affiliate 
to the Party if they fall within the following categories: 

A. trade unions are considered by the NEC to be bona fide trade unions 

B. social democratic, socialist or labor societies 

C. other organizations which, in the opinion of the NEC, have interests consistent with those of 
the Party. 

4. Each affiliated organization must: 

A. accept the program, policy and principles of the Party 

B. agree to conform to the constitution and standing orders of the Party 

C. submit its political rules to the NEC. 

5. Other organizations 
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A. Political organizations not affiliated or associated under a national agreement with the Party, 
having their own program, principles and policy, or distinctive and separate propaganda, or 
possessing branches in the constituencies, or engaged in the promotion of Federal, State or 
local government candidates, or having allegiance to any political organization situated abroad, 
shall be ineligible for affiliation to the Party. 

B. The panel of the NEC responsible for assessing applications from socialist societies to affiliate 
to the Party shall have regard to procedural guidelines determined by the NEC. 

6. Affiliations Fees 

A. Trade Unions 

i. Each affiliated trade union shall pay an affiliation fee per member as recommended by 
the NEC and approved by the Annual Convention. 

ii. After consultation with affiliated organizations, the NEC will determine affiliation fees as 
and when necessary for Annual Convention to approve. 

iii. Of that affiliation fee, a proportion shall be allocated to the Party’s national election fund as 
provided by these rules. 

iv. Affiliation fees shall be payable on a quarterly basis on the first days of January, April, July 
and October each year and must have been paid in full not later than December 31 of the 
relevant year. 

B. Social Democratic, Socialist or Labor Societies 

i. Each affiliated socialist society or other organization shall pay an affiliation fee per 
member as recommended by the NEC and approved by the Annual Convention. 

ii. Of that affiliation fee, 10% shall be allocated to the Party’s national election fund as 
provided by these rules. 

iii. All affiliation fees shall be paid not later than December 31 of the relevant year. 

C. Affiliation fees and the allocation thereof may be varied by the Annual Convention. 

7. Membership fees 

A. Membership fees for each individual member shall be collected by, or on behalf of, the Party’s 
Head Office and shall be divided between Head Office, the relevant SP, and the relevant DP, 
as laid down in the membership rules. 

  

Clause III – The Party’s financial arrangements 

1. The Party shall maintain financial arrangements approved by the Federal Electoral 
Commission and shall consist of a central organization with accounting units 

2. The following may, subject to the approval of the NEC, be registered as accounting units under 
the Party’s financial arrangements: 

A. DPs 

B. SPs 

C. Candidates and their campaigns 

D. Elected Officials and their campaigns 

E. such other Party units as shall from time to time be agreed by the NEC to be eligible for 
registration. 

3. All accounting units will comply with their legal obligations under Federal and State Law, 
including using January 1 to December 31 as the financial year, maintaining adequate financial 
records, identifying and reporting donations and loans, producing an annual statement of 
accounts by the end of the first quarter of the following year and providing all relevant 
information as requested to the Party. Failure to meet these obligations may lead to the NEC 
taking disciplinary action against individual members, the suspension of the appropriate Party 
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unit or both. 

4. The financial year for all units of the Party shall be January 1 to December 31. 

 
Clause IV – Aims and values 

1. The Social Democratic Labor Party is a social democratic Party. We believe that by working together 
we achieve more than we would achieve alone. We will work to create for each of us the means to 
realize our true potential, and for all of us to work towards a community in which power, wealth and 
opportunity are in the hands of the many not the few. We want to move towards becoming a nation 
where the rights we enjoy reflect the duties we accept and where we live together freely, in a spirit of 
solidarity, tolerance and respect. 

2. To these ends we work for: 

3. A DYNAMIC ECONOMY, with a thriving private sector and high quality public services where all people 
should have the opportunity to work and prosper, and where those areas essential to the common 
good are either owned by the public or held accountable to it. 

4. A JUST SOCIETY, which nurtures families, promotes equality of opportunity and delivers justice at 
work. We will protect all people from poverty, prejudice, fear and the abuse of power. 

5. A HEALTHY NATION, which ensures that all people have access to high quality, single-payer 
healthcare. 

6. AN EDUCATED WORKFORCE, where all people have equality of opportunity for a quality academic or 
vocational education. 

7. AN OPEN DEMOCRACY which provides a government of the people, by the people, for the people, in 
which government is accountable to the people. We believe that decisions should be taken by the 
communities they affect, where practicable, and where fundamental human rights should be 
guaranteed. 

8. A PROTECTED ENVIRONMENT, which we preserve, enhance and hold in trust for future generations. 

9. A STRONG DEFENSE for the security of our country and people, co-operating in international bodies 
to secure peace, freedom, democracy, economic security and environmental protection for all. We 
will work with our allies and international organizations to provide assistance in crisis situations to 
stop atrocities and injustice, but we will not be the policeman of the world nor shall we influence the 
self-determination of other countries or seek to change their regimes. 

10. A TRANSPARENT, ACCOUNTABLE PARTY DEMOCRACY that operates on a “One Member, One Vote” 
basis. The Party and Membership will hold its Candidates and Elected Representatives accountable for 
upholding the Aims and Values of the Party. 

11. We shall work in pursuit of these aims with trade unions, consumer groups and other organizations. 

12. On the basis of these principles, the Social Democratic Labor Party seeks the trust of the people to 
govern. 

 

Clause V – Party Program 

1. At all levels the Party will ensure that members, elected representatives, affiliated organizations 
and, where practicable, the wider community are able to participate in the process of policy 
consideration and formulation. 

2. The Party Convention shall decide from time to time what specific proposals of legislative, 
financial or administrative reform shall be included in the Party program. This shall be based on 
the rolling program of work of the National Policy Forum. No proposal shall be included in the 
final Party program unless it has been adopted by the Party Membership via a one-member-one 
vote electronic ballot of all qualifying party members. 

3. The NEC and the Chair and three vice Chairs of the NPF shall decide which items from the Party 
program shall be included in the draft manifesto that shall be issued by the NEC prior to every 
general election. The joint meeting shall also define the attitude of the Party to the principal 
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issues raised by the election which are not covered by the manifesto. 

4. Once the draft manifesto is issued, the Party Members shall vote on a One Member, One Vote basis 
to approve it on a policy-by-policy basis via electronic ballot of all qualifying party members. 

 
Clause VI - SDLP Convention 

1. The work of the Party shall be under the direction and control of Party Convention, which shall 
itself be subject to the constitution and standing orders of the Party. Party Convention shall 
meet regularly once in every year and also at such other times as it may be convened by the 
NEC. The Convention may meet virtually. 

2. The rules for the convening and operation of Party Convention are contained in chapter 3 of 
these rules which may be amended by decision of the NEC, subject to ratification by Party 
Convention. Party Convention and special sessions of Party Convention in these rules are 
referred to as ‘Party Convention’ and these rules (except where the context otherwise requires) 
shall apply thereto. 

 

Clause VII – Party officers and statutory officers  

1. Party officers 

A. Leader and deputy leader 
i. There shall be a leader and deputy leader of the Party. 

ii. The leader and deputy leader of the Party shall be elected or re-elected from among the 
members of the Party, during a Party Convention convened in accordance with clause VI 
above via a one-member-one vote electronic ballot of all qualifying party members. 

iii. The Leader shall be the person registered as the Party’s Leader for legal purposes. 

iv. The Leader shall have the right to attend any Party meeting (or to appoint representatives 
to attend on his or her behalf) in order to promote understanding and co-operation between 
all sections of the Party. 

v. The Leader shall, as a member of the NEC, uphold and enforce the constitution, rules and 
standing orders of the Party and ensure the maintenance and development of an effective 
political SDLP in US Congress and in the country. 

vi. The Leader shall report to Annual Convention on the work and state of the Party and its 
aspirations for the country and make regular reports to the NEC, National Policy Forum and 
other Party bodies between annual Conventions. 

vii. The Leader shall in conjunction with the NEC have overall responsibility for all elections and 
shall appoint a Campaign Coordinator and a Campaign Committee to ensure that all SDLP 
election campaigns report to the Leader and receive the support and assistance they need. 

viii. The Leader shall consult the Deputy Leader on a regular basis and the Deputy Leader shall 
provide the Leader with advice and support in achieving the goals of the Party and 
deputize as requested 

 

B. Chair and vice-chair 

i. There shall be a chair and vice-chair of the Party elected by the NEC from among its own 
members in accordance with the provisions set out below. 

C. Senior Executive Officer 

i. There shall be a Senior Executive Officer of the Party who shall be appointed in accordance 
with the provisions set out below. The Senior Executive Officer shall act as secretary to the 
NEC. 

ii. For the avoidance of doubt, wherever in this rule book or upon instruction or delegation by 
the NEC, or a committee or sub-committee thereof, the Senior Executive Officer has a 
function to discharge, she or he may delegate the discharge of such function to such 
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appropriate officer or designated representative of the Party as she or he shall see fit. 
Further, the Senior Executive Officer shall be deemed always to have had the power so to 
delegate. 

D. Party Treasurer 

i. There shall be a treasurer of the Party who shall be elected by Party Convention at its 
regular annual meeting in accordance with the provisions set out below. 

2. Statutory officers 

A. In order to comply with statutory requirements: 

i. The Party shall notify the Federal Election Commission of: 

a. a person to be registered as the Party’s leader 

b. a person to be registered as the Party’s nominating officer 

c. a person to be registered as the Party’s treasurer. 

ii. The Party may also notify the Federal Election Commission of: 

a. a person or persons to be registered as the Party’s deputy treasurer(s) 

iii. Each accounting unit shall notify the Party of the following appointments, to be notified 
by the Party to the Federal Election Commission: 

a. a person to be registered as the accounting unit’s treasurer 

b. a person to be registered as the accounting unit’s deputy treasurer 

B. In the case of 2.A.i.b and 2.Aii.a above, the registration of a person or persons as 
statutory officers shall be subject to the approval of the NEC. 

 

Clause VIII - The National Executive Committee 

1. The NEC shall comprise: 

A. 14 members elected in such proportion and under such conditions as may be set out below. 

B. the leader and deputy leader of the Party 

C. the treasurer of the Party 

D. one youth member elected at the National Young SocDems Convention. 

2. The primary purpose of the NEC shall be to provide a strategic direction for the Party as a whole 
and to maintain and develop an active Party in the country, working in partnership with the 
Party’s representatives in Federal, State and local government to secure the Party’s objectives. 
The key functions of the NEC are to: 

A. contribute to policy development 

B. win elections and maintain the support of voters 

C. maintain a healthy Party at all levels, engaged in the community upholding the highest 
standards in public life 

D. ensure a high quality of service through a contract with Party members 

E. fulfil its operational and constitutional responsibilities as defined in this clause 

F. maintain a balanced partnership between all Party stakeholders 

G. ensure the Party meets its legal and financial responsibilities in compliance with the 
Federal Election Commission and all other legislative requirements. 

H. In furtherance of its primary purpose and key functions, the duties and powers of the NEC 
shall include: 

i. to uphold and enforce the constitution, rules and standing orders of the Party and to 
take any action it deems necessary for such purpose, including disaffiliation, 
disbanding, suspending or otherwise disciplining any affiliated organization or Party 
unit; in furtherance of such duties it shall have the power to suspend or take other 
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administrative action against individual members of the Party subject to the provisions 
of the disciplinary rules set out in Chapter 6 below of these rules 

ii. subject to the preceding sub-clause A and through its national and state officers, where 
the NEC so determines, to ensure the establishment of and to keep in active operation 
in accordance with the rules laid down by Party Convention 

(a) SPs in each State, Commonwealth or Dependency as designated by the NEC  

(b) DPs in each Federal Congressional District 

I. to establish and promote Young SocDems by encouraging the formation of local Young 
SocDems groups, holding a regular Young SocDems National Convention and establishing a 
national committee in accordance with the rules laid down by Party Convention 

J. to ensure that Party meetings and events shall be conducted in a friendly and orderly manner 
and organized in such a way as to maximize participation from members and that no member 
shall be precluded from attendance because they cannot gain access to the meeting place for 
any reason. Harassment or intimidation of any member is unacceptable as is any form of 
discrimination on the basis of gender, age, sexual orientation and gender identity, disability or 
race. The NEC shall from time to time, issue guidance and instructions on the conduct of 
meetings  

K. to present to the regular annual meeting of Party Convention a report covering the work and 
progress of the Party during its period of office, together with a report on the work of the 
NEC committees, a financial statement and duly audited accounts. This report, financial 
statement and accounts shall be sent to DPs and affiliated organizations at least two clear 
weeks before the opening of Party Convention 

L. to propose to Party Convention such amendments to the constitution, rules and standing 
orders as may be deemed desirable; also, in accordance with the rules, to submit to the Party 
Convention such resolutions and declarations affecting the program, principles and policies of 
the Party as in its view may be necessitated by political circumstances 

M. to establish a Joint Policy Committee to oversee the National Policy Forum and the Policy 
Commissions in producing a rolling program for submission to Party Convention. The NEC shall 
also produce guidelines for the establishment and operation of local policy forums. 

N. to require DPs to hold ballots of individual members on such matters as they deem to be 
appropriate; such ballots, where considered necessary by the NEC or where provided for in 
these rules, shall be conducted by means of a one-member-one-vote ballot on using 
electronic voting systems provided by, and to a timetable and procedure laid down by, the 
NEC 

O. to organize and maintain such fund or funds as may be thought necessary for any or all of the 
objects for which the Party exists. 

P. to secure advances from time to time, or to raise loans either by mortgage or otherwise and on 
such terms as it may deem expedient; to employ any part of the funds at its disposal in the 
purchase of any freehold or leasehold building or site and/ or in the building, leasing, holding or 
rental of any premises, and in the fitting up and maintenance thereof; and to invest any 
moneys not immediately required in such securities as it may deem proper and to realise or to 
vary such investments from time to time and to appoint trustees and/ or form a society, 
association, company or companies in accordance with the provisions of legislation for any or 
all of the above purposes and to define the powers of such trustees, society, association, 
company or companies and the manner in which such powers shall be exercised. 

Q. to issue guidance, give rulings and bring forward rule changes to Party Convention to ensure 
continued compliance with the Party’s legal and financial responsibilities, and to take action 
on the advice of the Senior Executive Officer to protect the Party from actions by 
organizations and individuals who fail to comply with, or fail to co- operate with the Party in 
meeting, such legislative requirements. 

R. to ensure an equal opportunities procedure is in place which covers the rights of members 
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during all Party activities. The NEC will work to deliver a SDLP that reflects the communities 
it serves and will therefore ensure policy, practices and procedures enshrine principles of 
equalities, inclusion and diversity. The NEC confirms the policy of promoting equality, 
tackling under representation and not unfairly discriminating against anyone including on 
the basis of gender, age, race, sexual orientation and gender identity, disability or religious 
beliefs. The NEC shall provide guidance for all aspects of the Party.  The NEC is responsible 
for monitoring and developing equalities policy. 

3. The NEC shall have the power to adjudicate in disputes that may arise at any level of the 
Party, including between DPs, affiliated organizations and other Party units, and between 
DPs, other Party units and individuals in those units and in disputes which occur between 
individual members or within the Party organization. Where the rules do not meet the 
particular circumstances, the NEC may have regard to national or local custom and practice as 
the case may require. The NEC’s decisions shall be final and binding on all organizations, units 
and individuals concerned. 

4. All powers of the NEC may be exercised as the NEC deems appropriate through its elected 
officers, committees, sub-committees, the Senior Executive Officer and other national and 
regional officials and designated representatives appointed by the NEC or the Senior 
Executive Officer. For the avoidance of doubt, it is hereby declared that the NEC shall have 
the power to delegate its powers to such officers and committees and subcommittees of the 
NEC and upon such terms as from time to time it shall see fit. 

 

Clause IX - The National Constitutional Committee 

1. There shall be a National Constitutional Committee of the Party (‘the NCC’) to be elected at 
Party Convention in accordance with the procedural rules below. The NCC shall consist of 7 
members of the Party. 

2. The duties and powers of the NCC shall be: 

A. to determine by hearing or otherwise such disciplinary matters as are presented to it by 
DPs in accordance with the provisions contained in the disciplinary rules. 

B. to determine by hearing or otherwise such disciplinary matters as are presented to it by 
the officers of the Party on the instructions of the NEC 

C. where a determination has been made as a result of a case brought under A or B above, to 
impose such disciplinary measures as it thinks fit whether by way of reprimand or suspension 
from holding office in the Party, or being a delegate to any Party body, or withholding or 
withdrawing endorsement as a candidate or prospective candidate of the Party at any level, or 
expulsion from membership of the Party or other penalty. The decisions of the NCC in 
determining such disciplinary matters brought before it and imposing such disciplinary 
measures as it sees fit, shall be final. 

3. Meetings of the NCC 

A. The NCC shall elect its chair each year from among its members at its first meeting to be held 
as soon after each annual session of Party Convention as practicable. 

B. The quorum for full meetings of the NCC or hearings in front of the full NCC shall be not less 
than four members, who shall be present for the entirety of a hearing involving any individual. 

C. The NCC may, for the better ordering of its business from time to time and as it thinks fit, divide 
into panels of not less than three members who shall have the full powers of the NCC.  

D. The NCC shall meet at such time and at such place as it thinks fit having regard to the 
convenience of the individual concerned, the members of the NCC or panel, any witnesses and 
the effective and proper conduct of any hearing. The NCC may meet by telephone or internet 
meeting. 

4. The NCC or any panel thereof in hearing and determining charges against an individual shall have 
regard to procedural guidelines as determined by the NCC. The NCC shall have the power to 
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supplement such guidelines from time to time and to modify its procedures in order to meet the 
circumstances of any particular case to ensure fairness to both the individual and the Party. 

5. The NCC shall have the right to dismiss without full hearing or at any point any case presented to 
it which it or the panel appointed to hear the case considers by a majority vote to be frivolous, 
vexatious, an abuse of the processes of the NCC, or where it considers that no case to answer 
has been established. 

 

Clause X – Scope of rules 

1. The general provisions of these rules shall apply to all units of the Party and the model rules and 
standing orders appended to these constitutional rules shall apply to: 

A. DPs 

B. member branches organized within DPs 

C. Young SocDems groups 

D. SPs 

2. The NEC shall have the authority to sanction, where the NEC considers local circumstances 
render it necessary, modifications in the rules laid down by Party Convention for the various 
Party units. Such modifications shall comply with the spirit and intention of the rules adopted by 
Party Convention and may not alter the Party objects, the basis or conditions of affiliated and 
individual membership, vary the procedure for the selection of Federal, State or local 
government candidates (except as provided for in the rules) or effect a change in the 
relationship between DPs and the Party. 

3. Party units may adopt additional rules which shall not contravene the provisions contained in the 
rules adopted by Party Convention and must be submitted to the NEC for endorsement prior to 
final adoption and implementation; pending such endorsement or rejection no such additional 
rule may be invoked. 

4. The existing constitution and rules, or any part thereof, may be amended, altered or additions 
made thereto by resolutions carried on a roll call vote at Party Convention in the manner 
provided for in the procedural rules for Party Convention which are appended hereto. Notice of 
resolution embodying any such proposal must be sent to the Senior Executive Officer at the 
Head Office of the Party also in the manner provided for in the procedural rules. 

5. For the avoidance of any doubt, any dispute as to the meaning, interpretation or general 
application of the constitution, standing orders and rules of the Party or any unit of the Party 
shall be referred to the NEC for determination, and the decision of the NEC thereupon shall be 
final and conclusive for all purposes. The decision of the NEC subject to any modification by 
Party Convention as to the meaning and effect of any rule or any part of this constitution and 
rules shall be final. 
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Chapter 2 – Membership rules  

Clause I – Conditions of membership  

1. There shall be individual members of the SDLP who shall pay a subscription in accordance with 
these rules, subject to a minimum as laid down in Clause III below. 

2. The term ‘individual members of the Party’ shall encompass all grades of membership laid down in 
Clause III below; all such members shall have equivalent rights within all units of the Party except 
as prescribed in these rules. 

3. Individual members shall be citizens or permanent legal residents of the United States of America 
who: 

A. are not less than 14 years of age, and 

B. subscribe to the conditions of membership in this clause, and 

C. are not members of political parties or organizations ancillary or subsidiary thereto declared 
by Party Convention or by the NEC in pursuance of Party Convention decisions to be 
ineligible for affiliation to the Party. 

4. Exclusions 

A. A member of the Party who stands for election, subscribes to a nomination paper of or acts as 
the election agent to a person standing for election, in opposition to a SDLP candidate, shall 
automatically be ineligible to be or remain a Party member, subject to the provisions of the 
disciplinary rules. 

B. A member of the Party who joins and/ or supports a political organization other than an official 
SDLP group or other unit of the Party, or supports any candidate who stands against an official 
SDLP candidate, or publicly declares their intent to stand against a SDLP candidate, shall 
automatically be ineligible to be or remain a Party member, subject to the provisions of the 
disciplinary rules. 

C. A member of the Party that is a duly endorsed SDLP candidate and stands by their own volition 
as a candidate under a description other than as a SDLP candidate and having given less than 
14 days written notice of such to the local Party prior to the close of nominations, shall 
automatically be ineligible to be or remain a Party member, subject to the provisions of the 
disciplinary rules. 

D. Where a member has been convicted of a serious criminal offence the NEC shall have the right 
to impose the appropriate disciplinary action from the following options: 

i. Suspension from membership or from holding office and representation of the Party for the 
duration of any prison sentence imposed, including a suspended sentence. 

ii. Referral of disciplinary case to the NCC 

iii. Where the NEC determines it is appropriate and based on a conviction for a serious 
offence, resolve that a member is ineligible to be or remain a Party member, subject to 
the provisions of the disciplinary rules. 

5. Resident abroad 

A. Citizens of the United States of America permanently or temporarily resident abroad may 
become individual overseas members of the Party, by enrolment with Head Office and 
paying the full standard rate subscription, provided they accept the conditions of 
membership in this clause. Overseas members may establish overseas supporters groups 
registered with Head Office. 

B. The individual members and supporters groups referred to in this clause shall be known as 
SocDems International which shall operate according to regulations approved by the NEC but 
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shall include provision for the representation of SocDems International members at Party 
Convention, with a voting entitlement as for DPs. 

6. To be and remain eligible for membership, each individual member must: 

A. accept and conform to the constitution, program, principles and policy of the Party 

B. be a member of the DP (where one exists) for the address where she or he resides and is 
registered as an elector unless having moved since the registration qualifying date, 
temporarily resident abroad or otherwise prevented from being registered, in which case 
she or he must be resident within that Congressional District. 

C. be a member of the SP (where one exists) for the address where she or he resides and is registered as 
an elector unless having moved since the registration qualifying date, temporarily resident abroad or 
otherwise prevented from being registered, in which case she or he must be resident within that State. 

D. be a member of SocDems International if permanently or temporarily resident overseas. 

7. The NEC may rescind endorsement as a full Party member when evidence is provided that the 
individual concerned does not reside at the address given on the membership system; or where 
evidence is provided that the individual concerned has been claiming reduced rate or registered 
membership when s/he is not entitled to it below. 

8. No member of the Party shall engage in conduct which in the opinion of the NEC is prejudicial, or 
in any act which in the opinion of the NEC is grossly detrimental to the Party. Any dispute as to 
whether a member is in breach of the provisions of this sub-clause shall be determined by the NCC 
in accordance with Chapter 1 above and the disciplinary rules and guidelines below. Where 
appropriate the NCC shall have regard to involvement in financial support for the organization 
and/ or the activities of any organization declared ineligible for affiliation to the Party under 
Chapters 1 or 3; or to the candidature of the members in opposition to an officially endorsed SDLP 
candidate or the support for such candidature. The NCC shall not have regard to the mere holding 
or expression of beliefs and opinions. 

 
Clause II - Membership procedures 

1. Individual members of the Party shall be recruited into membership in accordance with these 
rules and any applicable NEC guidelines which shall be issued to Party units and affiliated 
organizations from time to time. Members of affiliated organizations not already members who 
have paid the political levy or political subscriptions to the affiliated organization for a period of 
at least 12 months may be recruited into membership of the Party via that affiliated organization 
as registered members. 

2. Without prejudice to any other provision of these rules, and without prejudice to its powers under 
Chapter 1, the NEC shall be empowered to determine any dispute or question which may arise in 
respect of membership of the Party, either by considering the matter itself or by referring the 
matter to the NEC Disputes Panel for a decision. In such cases the NEC’s decision, or the decision 
of the Disputes Panel as approved by the NEC, shall be final and binding. 

3. For the avoidance of doubt and without prejudice to any other provision in this rule book, any 
breach of any of these procedures, NEC guidelines or the NEC code of conduct shall be liable to be 
dealt with by the NCC as a disciplinary offence. 

4. The NEC shall issue procedural guidelines on issues relating to membership from time to time, 
including a code of conduct on membership recruitment. In particular, the NEC wishes to 
highlight the following areas of potential abuse of membership rules: 

A. It is an abuse of Party rules for one individual or faction to ‘buy’ Party membership for other 
individuals or groups of individuals who would otherwise be unwilling to pay their own 
subscriptions. 

B. It is an abuse of Party rules for an individual or faction to offer reduced-rate membership to 
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people they know to be ineligible for that category of membership. 

C. It is an abuse of Party rules for individuals or factions to recruit members who do not live at 
the claimed addresses in an attempt to manipulate local Party meetings or the outcome of 
Party ballots. 

D. It is a requirement of Party rules for members, where eligible, to register to vote at the 
address for which they claim membership. It is an abuse of this rule to allow those who are 
able but not willing to register to vote for the Party to become members of it. 

E. It shall be regarded as an act grossly detrimental to the Party to withhold membership 
payments collected locally. 

F. Party officers and members should be aware that involvement in such abuses shall be 
considered as behaviour likely to bring the Party into disrepute and prima facie evidence of 
such behaviour may lead to disciplinary action leading to expulsion under the constitutional 
rules of the Party. 

 
Clause III – Membership subscriptions 

1. Each individual member of the Party shall pay a minimum annual membership subscription. The 
level of subscription shall be set in accordance with the formula shown below. 

A. Reduced Rate 

i. A reduced minimum rate set at half the Standard Rate will be offered to persons who are 
unwaged, aged over 65 who have retired from work, persons working less than 16 hours a 
week. 

B. Registered Trade Union Rate 

i. Members of an affiliated trade union paying the political levy and members of an affiliated 
soc ia l  de moc ra t i c ,  socialist or  la bo r  society paying a political subscription, who are 
not already full members of the Party, shall be allowed individual ‘registered’ membership 
of the Party at a reduced minimum annual subscription 

C. Youth Rate 

i. New members under the age of 18 or SDLP Students can join for an annual subscription of 
$1 and can continue on that reduced rate whilst they are in full time or part time 
education as follows: 

a. Under the age of 21 at $1.00 per year 

b. Under the age of 30 at the Reduced Rate 

D. Standard Rate 

i. There shall be a standard rate for all other members 

E. Exceptions 

i. The NEC may from time to time define membership offers to encourage recruitment and 
retention 

ii. To further aid retention, members recruited by an NEC exceptional rate shall be offered the 
opportunity to renew at the end of their first year at the Reduced Rate before moving to 
their appropriate rate at the end of their second year. 

F. In order to provide all members with a quality membership service and to achieve the 
objectives of the SDLP, members are encouraged to pay a membership fee according to their 
annual income. 

G. The NEC will determine membership rates as and when necessary for Annual Convention to 
approve. 

2. The reduced and registered rate membership fees will be set at 50% of the full rate each year 
rounded to the nearest 50 cents. 
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3. In order to develop membership, DPs may adjust membership subscriptions for specific purposes 
as agreed in principle by Party Convention. 

4. Eligibility and arrears 

A. A member may only participate and vote in Party meetings if they are endorsed and have paid 
the appropriate subscription to Head Office. Any dispute as to eligibility shall be resolved by 
the Senior Executive Officer, or their designated representative, with reference to the records 
of the national membership system. It is the responsibility of the individual member to 
produce a valid membership card when required. 

B. To participate in the selection of candidates at any level, a member must be fully paid up by 
the notified relevant date. A member shall be deemed to be ‘fully paid up’ if they are not in 
arrears, either in whole or in part, with their membership payments. 

C. A member shall be deemed to be in arrears from the expiry date of their membership until 
they renew their subscription. 

D. A member shall be deemed to have lapsed from membership if s/he has been in arrears for 
three months and has not responded to a request to pay the arrears. 

5. NEC guidelines shall be published to deal with the payment of membership arrears and the 
granting in exceptional circumstances of continuous membership to lapsed members who have 
paid any outstanding subscriptions owed. 

6. An NEC approved statement shall be produced setting out the basis on which membership fees 
shall be allocated, including a minimum cash allocation per paid up member and a guaranteed 
minimum package of support for all DPs. The minimum cash allocation will increase on January 
1st each year by the rate of inflation (using the rate of inflation for the previous October). 
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Chapter 3 - Party Convention 

Clause I - Delegations 

1. Party Convention shall be constituted as follows: 

A. Delegates duly appointed by each affiliated trade union or other affiliated organization to the 
number of one delegate for each 5,000 members or part thereof on whom affiliation fees were 
paid for the year ending December 31 prior to the Party Convention. A requirement is placed 
on affiliated organizations that their delegation should include women at least in the 
proportions in which they are represented in that organization’s membership. 

B. Delegates duly appointed by DPs to the number of one delegate for the first 500 individual 
members in the Congressional District or part thereof paying their membership dues as of 
December 31 in the previous year, and one further delegate for every additional 250 individual 
members in the Congressional District or part thereof. DPs must also have paid any outstanding 
fees or other levies due before their delegation shall be accepted. 

C. Two delegates appointed by Young SocDems. 

D. Ex-officio members of Party Convention are as follows: 

i. members of the NEC 

ii. elected Federal and State Congresspersons and Senators 

iii. the Senior Executive Officer of the SDLP 

iv. accredited organizers employed by the Party 

v. the lay members of the NEC committees 

vi. the national chair of Young SocDems 

vii. members of the NCC 

viii. members of the CAC 

ix. members of the National Policy Forum 

Ex-officio members shall have no voting power except where they have been notified as 
being a member of an affiliated organization’s or DP’s delegation. 

E. Any special sessions of Party Convention shall be called on the same basis of representation 
as that upon which the preceding annual session of Party Convention was convened. 

2. An affiliated organization or DP may appoint a delegate in addition to its entitlement above if 
one of its duly appointed delegates is the Party treasurer, a member of the NEC, a member of 
the Convention Arrangements Committee, or a member of the NCC due for re-election that year. 

3. The procedural rules of Party Convention shall be considered for all purposes as if they form 
part of the constitution and shall have effect accordingly. 

4. All delegates must qualify for appointment as follows: 

A. Every delegate must be an individual member of the Party as described in the membership 
rules. 

B. Delegates must be bona fide members or paid permanent officials of the organization 
appointing them, or, in the case of DP delegates, reside within the Congressional District they 
have been appointed to represent. 

C. No person shall act as a delegate for more than one organization. 

D. All delegates must have been individual members of the Party for the required period at the 
closing date set for the receipt of names of delegates. 
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Clause II - Convention Arrangements Committee 

1. There shall be elected in accordance with the procedural rules a Convention Arrangements 
Committee of seven members for the annual session of Party Convention in the year succeeding 
its election or for any special session of Convention called during the intervening period. A 
member of staff shall act as secretary to the committee. 

2. The duties of the Convention Arrangements Committee shall be: 

A. to arrange the order of the agenda of Party Convention 

B. to act as a standing orders committee 

C. to select scrutineers and tellers as may be required from among the delegates whose names 
have been received at the Head Office of the Party by the closing date for the appointment of 
delegates to any Convention and submit them for approval to that Convention. 

 
Clause III - Procedural rules for Party Convention 

1. Convention rule 1 – Annual Party Convention 

A. The NEC shall (whenever practicable) convene an annual session of Party Convention during 
July in each year, in accordance with the conditions laid down in the constitution and these 
rules. It may also convene special sessions of Party Convention when it deems necessary. 

B. When a Party Convention is called at short notice, the secretaries of affiliated organizations 
and DPs shall, on receiving the summons, instantly take steps to secure representation of 
their organization in accordance with the constitution and these rules. 

C. Any session of Party Convention summoned with less than ten days’ notice shall confine its 
business strictly to that relating to the emergency giving rise to the special session. 

D. A delegation fee on each delegate shall be payable by affiliated organizations and DPs 
sending delegates to Party Convention. Ex officio members of Party Convention in 
attendance shall also pay a fee. Such fees must be paid to Party Head Office before 
credentials are issued. The amount of the delegation fee payable for each Convention shall 
be fixed by the NEC and notified to all affiliated organizations and DPs. For the annual session 
of Party Convention this shall be fixed by December 31 of the preceding year. 

E. The timetable for the receipt of names and addresses of delegates appointed by affiliated 
organizations and DPs shall be determined by the NEC and submitted to the affiliated 
organizations and DPs with the notice convening the Convention. In the case of a special 
Convention session called under these rules, the NEC shall also determine a date by which 
such names and addresses shall be submitted. 

2. Convention rule 2 – Agenda 

A. The NEC shall present to Convention the report of the NEC, including: a summary of its work 
during the previous year; the work of the NEC committees and proposed program for the 
forthcoming year. All such documentation shall be circulated to all affiliated organizations 
and DPs by a date to be determined by the NEC. 

B. All affiliated organizations, the ALC, Young SocDems and DPs may submit one contemporary 
motion which is not substantially addressed by reports of the NEC or NPF to Convention. 
The CAC shall determine whether the motions meet these criteria and submit all motions 
received to a priorities ballot at the start of Convention. The ballot will be divided into two 
sections. One section for DPs, and one section for trade unions and other affiliated 
organizations. At least the four priorities selected by DPs will be time-tabled for debate, as 
will at least the first two priorities selected by Trade Unions and other affiliated 
organizations. Motions must be in writing, on one subject only and in 250 words or less. 
Alternatively, a constitutional amendment on one subject only may be submitted in writing. 
Contemporary motions and constitutional amendments must be received by the Senior 
Executive Officer at the offices of the Party by the closing date determined by the NEC. 

C. All affiliated organizations, the ALC, Young SocDems and DPs may submit motions to the NEC 
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on campaigning and organizational issues and to the NPF and its policy commissions on policy 
issues throughout the year. The NEC and NPF shall consider such motions and report on action 
taken in their annual report to Convention. 

D. Nominations for leader and deputy leader, the NEC, treasurer, auditors, Convention 
Arrangements Committee, National Policy Forum and NCC shall be sent in writing on the form 
provided to the Senior Executive Officer at the offices of the Party by the closing date agreed by 
the NEC. Each affiliated organization, the Young SocDems, and each DP shall be entitled to 
make nominations as provided for in these rules and such nominations shall be included in the 
final agenda. 

E. Constitutional amendments, contemporary motions, emergency resolutions and nominations 
shall be accepted only from those affiliated organizations, Young SocDems and DPs who have 
met their financial obligations to the Party for the preceding year. 

F. Party Convention shall consider policy reports and draft reports as part of the rolling 
program, the NPF report, the NEC annual report, NEC statements and development strategy, 
constitutional amendments and contemporary motions or emergency resolutions submitted 
and accepted. It shall not consider any business unless recommended by the NEC or the CAC. 
At any special session of Party Convention, the NEC shall determine the business to be 
conducted.  

G. When Party Convention has made a decision on a constitutional amendment, no resolution to 
amend the constitution or rules of the Party having the same or a similar primary objective 
shall appear on the agenda of the three following annual party Conventions, except such 
resolutions to amend the constitution and rules that are in the opinion of the NEC of 
immediate importance. 

3. Convention rule 3 – Voting 

A. Voting at Party Convention on resolutions, reports, amendments, proposals and references 
back shall be by roll call vote. When a roll call vote is called, voting shall be in on a one delegate, 
one vote basis. 

B. Voting at any special Convention session shall be on the same basis as that upon which 
voting took place at the preceding annual session of Party Convention. 

C. Where deemed necessary by the CAC or the Convention, the full membership of the Party 
may be requested to vote electronically on any issue. 
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Chapter 4 - Elections of national officers of the 
Party and national committees  

Clause I - General principles 

1.    Internal Party elections for officer posts and the membership of national committees shall be 
conducted in a fair, open and transparent manner, in accordance with the constitutional rules of 
the Party and any appropriate NEC guidelines. 

 

Clause II – Procedural rules for elections for national officers of the Party  

1. General 

A. The following procedures provide a rules framework which, unless varied by the consent of 
the NEC, shall be followed when conducting elections for Party officers. The NEC will also 
issue procedural guidelines on nominations, timetable, codes of conduct for candidates and 
other matters relating to the conduct of these elections. 

2. Election of leader and deputy leader 

A. The leader and deputy leader shall be elected separately in accordance with rule C below. 

B. Nomination 

i. In the case of a vacancy for leader or deputy leader, each nomination must be supported by 
5 per cent of the members of the Party. Nominations not attaining this threshold shall be 
null and void. 

ii. Where there is no vacancy, nominations may be sought by potential challengers each year 
prior to the annual session of Party Convention. In this case any nomination must be 
supported by 10 per cent of the Party Members. Nominations not attaining this threshold 
shall be null and void. 

iii. All nominees must be fully paid up members of the Party who have been Party members for 
the designated time. 

iv. Nominees shall inform the Senior Executive Officer in writing of the acceptance or 
otherwise of their nomination at least two clear weeks before the commencement of the 
procedures for voting laid out in rule C below. Unless written consent to nomination is 
received, nominations shall be rendered null and void. 

v. Valid nominations shall be printed in the final agenda for Party Convention, together with 
the names of the members supporting the nominations. 

C. Voting 

i. The Senior Executive Officer shall be the Returning Officer. 

ii. The Returning Officer shall appoint a SDLP legal advisor to act as Deputy Returning Officer 
who shall advise on any matters of dispute in respect of eligibility or procedure. 

iii. An Independent Scrutineer will be appointed by the Returning Officer to oversee and verify 
the ballot, and the results shall be declared at a session of Party Convention. 

iv. The timetable for the election, including any freeze date, and the procedures for agreeing the 
list of those eligible to vote must be approved by the Independent Scrutineer. 

v. The procedures shall ensure that each candidate has equal access to the eligible electorate 
and has equal treatment in all other matters pertaining to the election. 

vi. Votes shall be cast in a single section, by SDLP members. 

vii. The precise eligibility criteria shall be defined by the National Executive Committee and set 
out in procedural guidelines and in each annual report to Convention. 
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viii. No person shall be entitled to more than one vote. Votes shall be cast by each individual and 
counted on the basis of one member one vote. 

ix. Voting shall be by preferential electronic ballot. The votes shall be totaled and the candidate 
receiving more than half of the votes so apportioned shall be declared elected. If no 
candidate reaches this total on the count of first preference votes, a redistribution of votes 
shall take place according to preferences indicated on the ballot paper. 

x. The votes cast for each nominee shall be recorded and published in a form to be determined by 
the NEC as soon as possible following any election. 

xi. In the event of any conflict between these rules and the constitutional rules and other 
general rules of the Party, these rules shall prevail. 

D. Timing of an election 

i. The election of the leader and deputy leader shall take place at each annual session of Party 
Convention. 

ii. In any other circumstances an election shall only be held when a vacancy occurs. 

3. Election of chair and vice-chair 

A. The NEC shall elect its own chair and vice-chair at its first meeting each year. Those 
elected to these positions shall act in that capacity throughout the year and also act as 
chair and vice-chair of the subsequent annual session of Party Convention and any 
special sessions of Party Convention during the course of the year. 

B. The NEC shall also elect during the course of the year a panel of two assistant chairs who, 
together with the vice-chair, shall assist the chair in the conduct of Party Convention. The 
decision as to who shall chair particular sessions of the Convention shall be taken by the 
chair of the NEC after consultation with the members of the panel. 

4. Election of Senior Executive Officer 

A. The Senior Executive Officer shall be elected by Party Convention on the recommendation 
of the NEC and shall be an ex-officio member of Party Convention. S/he shall devote her or 
his whole time to the work of the Party and shall not be eligible to act as a candidate. S/he 
shall remain in office so long as her/ his work gives satisfaction to the NEC and Party 
Convention. Should a vacancy in the office occur, for whatever reason, between Party 
Conventions, the NEC shall have full power to fill the vacancy subject to the approval of 
Party Convention. 

B. The Senior Executive Officer shall be elected by a ballot among all eligible individual 
members of the Party by means of a national one-member-one-vote electronic ballot 
conducted to guidelines laid down by the NEC. 

C. The term of office of the Senior Executive Officer shall be for one year. 

5. Election of Party treasurer 

A. Every affiliated organization and DP may nominate a person for Party treasurer who is an 
eligible member of the Party. 

B. The Party Treasurer shall be elected by a ballot among all eligible individual members of 
the Party by means of a national one-member-one-vote electronic ballot conducted to 
guidelines laid down by the NEC. 

C. The term of office of the Party Treasurer shall be for one year. 

6. Election of auditors 

A. Two auditors shall be elected by means of a ballot on a roll call vote basis as provided in 
these rules. 

B. Every affiliated organization and DP may nominate up to two eligible members of the Party 
for auditor. 

C. In the event of an auditor being unable to fulfil the duties, the same procedure shall be 
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followed to fill the vacancy as in the case of the CAC. 
 

Clause III - Procedural rules for elections for national committees 

The following procedures provide a rules framework to be followed when conducting elections for 
places on the Party’s national decision-making committees. The NEC will also issue procedural 
guidelines on nominations, timetable, codes of conduct for candidates and other matters relating to 
the conduct of these elections. 

A. Election of the NEC 

i. For the purpose of nomination and election the NEC shall be divided into three divisions: 

a. Division I (trade unions) shall consist of 2 members to be nominated by trade unions 
and elected by their delegations at Party Convention. 

b. Division II (socialist and co-operative societies) shall consist of 2 members to be 
nominated by social democratic, socialist, co-operative and other organizations and 
elected by their delegations at Party Convention. 

c. Division III (DPs) shall consist of 10 members to be nominated by their own DP and at 
least two other DPs. The ballot for these places shall be conducted among all eligible 
individual members of the Party by means of a national one-member-one-vote 
electronic ballot conducted to guidelines laid down by the NEC. 

ii. The votes cast for each nominee by all affiliated organizations and DPs shall be 
recorded and published following each Party Convention. 

iii. Nominations for the NEC shall be made in accordance with the following conditions: 

a. Nominees must be bona fide paying members of the affiliated organizations/DPs 
submitting their nominations (other than supporting nominations). 

b. A nominee of a DP must be registered as an elector in the area of the DP submitting 
the nomination (unless ineligible for such registration in which case s/he must be 
resident in that area), unless the DP is making a supporting nomination for a member of 
another DP. 

c. Persons nominated shall inform the Senior Executive Officer in writing of the acceptance 
or otherwise of that nomination in accordance with the timetable determined by the NEC. 
If written consent to nomination is not received by the date specified in the NEC 
timetable the nomination shall be rendered null and void. 

d. If a vacancy arises in Divisions I, II, or III and there is no unsuccessful nominee in the 
division concerned which the NEC can co-opt, then the vacancy shall be filled by an 
extra-ordinary election using the electronic one-member-one vote system using 
preferential voting. 

e. The term of office in each of the three NEC divisions shall be one year starting immediately after 
the close of the Party Convention to which the election result is reported. 

f. The period of office of any person who fills a vacancy on the NEC whether by co-option or 
election shall run to the end of the original term of the member who gave rise to the vacancy.  

 

B. Election of Convention Arrangements Committee (CAC) 

i. The CAC shall consist of seven members comprising: 

a. Seven members nominated by affiliated organizations or DPs shall be elected by 
means of a national one-member-one-vote electronic ballot conducted to guidelines 
laid down by the NEC. Each DP and affiliated organization may nominate up to two 
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eligible members for a seat on the CAC in this section. 

ii. Any vacancy which occurs between Party Conventions among members of the CAC shall 
be filled by the CAC co-opting the member who received the highest total of votes 
among those not elected in the ballot for the CAC at the previous Party Convention (and 
not already a member of the CAC). Should the voting list be exhausted the affiliated 
organization or DP which nominated the member originally elected to the vacant seat 
shall nominate a substitute to serve the rest of the term. 

iii. The term of office for CAC members shall be one year. 

C. Election of National Constitutional Committee (NCC) 

i. For the purposes only of nomination and election, the NCC shall be divided into three 
divisions as follows: 

a. Division I shall consist of one member to be nominated by affiliated trade unions and 
elected by their delegations at Party Convention on a roll call vote basis. 

b. Division II shall consist of one member to be nominated by socialist, co- operative 
and other organizations and elected by their delegations at Party Convention on a 
roll call vote basis. 

c. Division III shall consist of five members to be nominated by DPs and elected via a 
national one-member-one-vote electronic ballot. 

d. The votes cast for each nominee by all affiliated organizations and DPs shall be 
recorded and published following each Convention. 

ii. Nominations for the NCC shall be made in accordance with the following conditions: 

a. Nominees must be bona fide paying members of the affiliated organizations or DPs 
submitting their nominations. 

b. Persons nominated shall inform the Senior Executive Officer in writing of the acceptance 
or otherwise of that nomination 4 clear weeks before the opening of the Party 
Convention. Unless such written consent to nomination is received the nomination shall 
be deemed null and void. 

c. Each affiliated organization/ DP may make one nomination for its appropriate Division (I, 
II or III) of the NCC. 

iii. Members of the NCC shall be elected at an annual session of Party Convention for a period 
of one year. 

iv. Any vacancy which occurs between Party Conventions among members of the NCC shall be 
filled by the NCC co-opting the member who received the highest total of votes among those 
not elected in the ballot for the NCC at the previous Party Convention (and not already a 
member of the NCC). Should the voting list be exhausted the affiliated organization or DP 
which nominated the member originally elected to the vacant seat shall nominate a 
substitute to serve the rest of the term. 

D. Election of National Policy Forum (NPF) 

i. For the purpose of election, the NPF shall be divided into 4 divisions as follows: 

a. Division I (trade unions) shall consist of 1 members to be nominated by trade unions 
and elected by their delegations at Party Convention. 

b. Division II (socialist and cooperative societies) shall consist of 2 members to be 
nominated by social democratic, socialist, cooperative and other organizations and 
elected by their delegations at Party Convention.  

c. Division III (DPs) shall consist of 10 members to be nominated by their own DP and at 
least two other DPs. The ballot for these places shall be conducted among all eligible 
individual members of the Party by means of a national one-member-one-vote 
electronic ballot conducted to guidelines laid down by the NEC. 

d. Division IV (Young SocDems) shall consist of 2 members elected by the Young Socdems  by 
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means of a national one-member-one-vote electronic ballot conducted to guidelines 
laid down by the NEC. 

ii. The term of office shall be for one year. 

iii. Members of the NEC shall be ex-officio members of the NPF. 

iv. No member shall be serve on more than one of the NEC, CAC, NCC, Treasurer, and Auditors 
at any given time. If elected to more than one office, they must select the office that 
they wish to hold and resign from the other office with immediate effect. 

v. Additionally, one representative of all other socialist societies may attend the NPF as ex-
officio without voting rights unless otherwise elected to attend in their own right. 
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Chapter 5 - Selections, rights and 

responsibilities of candidates for elected public 

office  
To be read in conjunction with selection procedures set out in the appendices to these rules. 

A right of SDLP membership includes the opportunity to select candidates for public office in an area 
where the NEC determines that a DP shall be established, at every level – Local, State and Federal. 
Core principles shall apply to these selections that will enable members to select SDLP candidates 
representative of our society who can uphold the highest standards of probity and integrity in public 
life. 

 

Clause I - General rules for selections for public office 

1. The following rules shall be observed in the selections of all prospective elected representatives: 

A. Rights of members participating in the selection process 

i. All individual eligible members of the Party with continuous membership of at least three 
months (who reside in the electoral area concerned) are entitled to participate in 
selections. Any exceptions to this must be approved by the NEC. 

B. Nominating criteria of members standing for public office 

i. In addition to fulfilling any statutory requirements for the relevant public office, persons 
wishing to stand as a SDLP candidate must have continuous membership of the Party of at 
least 6 months. Any exceptions to these conditions must be approved by the NEC. 

ii. The SDLP does not tolerate electoral fraud and no member who has been found guilty of 
an illegal or corrupt election practice may be considered for selection for public office at 
any level without the prior approval of the NEC. 

C. Rights of nominees in the selection process 

i. Nominees will be given a code of conduct which will indicate the rights a potential 
candidate has in a selection, based on the principle that all eligible members shall have a 
fair and equal opportunity to seek selection. 

D. Accountability of candidates to Party 

i. All nominees shall undertake in writing, in a form stipulated by the NEC, if selected, to 
abide by SDLP rules and standing orders. 

E. Candidates representative of our society 

i. The Party will encourage a greater level of representation and participation of groups of 
people in our society who are currently under-represented in our democratic institutions. In 
particular, the Party will seek to select more candidates who reflect the full diversity of our 
society in terms of gender, race, sexual orientation and disability, and to increase working 
class representation. 

F. Inclusive processes 

i. Selection processes must enable the inclusion and involvement of all members on an equal 
basis and take into account the barriers to participation which underrepresented groups 
may face. One member one vote (OMOV) shall be adopted in all selections. 

G. Transparency in procedures 

i. Procedural rules and guidelines for these selections shall endeavor to be clear, simple and 
easy to administer by Party units. Support shall be provided to those administering the 
selections process. 

2. Party units shall act in accordance with guidance that shall be issued by the NEC in the 
application of these rules. The NEC has the authority to modify these rules and any procedural 
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rules and guidelines as required to meet particular circumstances or to further the stated 
objectives and principles of these rules. Further the NEC has the power to impose candidates 
where it deems this is required by the circumstances. 

 

Clause II – Rights and responsibilities of elected members  

1. High quality candidates 

A. SDLP candidates must meet high standards as determined from time to time by the NEC. 
Support will be made available to candidates to ensure these standards are achieved and 
sustained. 

2. Candidate contracts 

A. The NEC will introduce candidate contracts which may include the following: 

i. Campaigning elements, including specific objectives for all-year round campaigning and 
community engagement activity. Candidates and elected members will be expected to 
provide the leadership to achieve those o bjectives, and failure may lead to a candidate’s 
right to stand being reassessed, and may be taken into account when an elected 
representative is up for re-selection. 

ii. A 2% levy on elected member’s salary/set personal allowances, including all payments 
flowing directly from elected office and salaried positions. 

B. Any Candidate Contract must take account of Party policy and current legislation in respect of 
equal opportunities. 

3. Elected Representatives 

A. General. 
i. SDLP Elected Representatives are expected to meet the highest standards of probity and 

to take a lead in the Party’s campaigning and community engagement work both locally and 
nationally. 

ii. The Candidate Contract that the prospective candidate signs prior to candidate selection will 
contain provisions as to the standards expected of the candidate if elected to public office. 

 

Clause III - Selection of local and State government candidates  

1. The NEC shall issue procedural rules and guidelines for the selection of local and state 
government candidates. 

2. All nominees must fulfil the criteria to stand as a prospective local and State government 
candidate detailed above. In addition, no person who is disqualified as a candidate under the 
constitutional rules of the Party, or under the decision of Party Convention, shall be nominated 
or selected as a candidate for any local government election. 

3. All nominees shall undertake, in writing, in a form stipulated by the NEC, if elected, to accept and 
comply with the standing orders of the appropriate SDLP group.  

4. The DP shall determine and endorse a panel of prospective local and State government 
candidates in accordance with the procedural guidelines approved by the NEC. The DP shall make 
the panel details available to the branches covering electoral areas where selections are due to 
take place. 

5. Individual paid-up members of the Party, resident in the electoral area where the selection is taking 
place and a member for at least three months at a date determined by the DP, will be invited to 
participate in the process of shortlisting and selection of their local and State government 
candidate(s). 

6. The shortlisting and selection of candidates shall consist of a vote, by eliminating ballot, of all 
eligible individual members of the electoral division on the basis of one member one vote. 

7. Any disputes arising out of the non-endorsement of nominees onto the panel of prospective local 
and State government candidates shall be referred to the NEC. Disputes arising over the 
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shortlisting or selection meeting shall be submitted to the appropriate DP, DPs or SP. The NEC shall 
issue guidelines to the relevant Party units and any appellant for dealing with any disputed 
matter. 

8. Any exceptions to rules 1-7 above can only be made with the approval of the NEC or an officer 
exercising the powers given to them by the NEC. 

 

Clause IV - Selection of Federal candidates  

1. The NEC shall issue procedural rules and guidelines and the timetable for the selection of 
candidates for Federal elections. DPs and SPs shall be responsible for implementing these 
guidelines in line with the rules detailed above. DPs and SPs must agree their procedures and 
timetable with the designated officer approved by the NEC. 

2. All nominees must fulfil the criteria to stand as a Federal candidate detailed above. In addition, 
no person who has been disqualified as a local government candidate under the rules of the 
Party or by the decision of Party Convention shall be eligible for nomination or selection as a 
Federal candidate. All nominees shall undertake, if elected, to accept and comply with the 
standing orders of the Party. 

3. The NEC may establish a national Federal panel of candidates in the selection procedure 
appended to these rules. Nominees do not have to be members of any national Federal panel to 
seek selection. Where a Federal panel is established by the NEC then candidates recommended 
by nationally affiliated organizations through their own procedures shall automatically be 
included on the national panel subject to agreement between the NEC and the affiliate that their 
procedures set similar criteria for accreditation. 

4. Where a DP or SP is represented in US Congress by an elected SDLP Representative or Senator: 

A. If the sitting Representative or Senator wishes to stand for re-election, a trigger ballot will be 
carried out through Party units and affiliates according to NEC guidelines. If the 
Representative or Senator wins the trigger ballot he/ she will, subject to NEC endorsement, be 
selected as the DP’s or SP’s prospective candidate. 

B. If the Representative or Senator fails to win the trigger ballot, he/ she shall be eligible for 
nomination for selection as the prospective candidate, and s/he shall be included in the 
shortlist of candidates from whom the selection shall be made. 

C. If the said Representative or Senator is not selected as the prospective candidate, s/he shall 
have the right of appeal to the NEC. The appeal can only be made on the grounds that the 
procedures laid down in the rules and the general provisions of the constitution, rules and 
standing orders have not been properly carried out. The appeal must be received by the NEC 
by the date on which they consider endorsement of the US Reopresentative or US Senate 
candidate for the Congressional District or State. 

D. If the Representative or Senator has intimated her or his intention to retire, the provisions 
of this clause shall not apply. 

5. In all circumstances (i.e. where there is no Representative or Senator, where the Representative or 
Senator has announced s/he is retiring or where the Representative or Senator is putting 
themselves forward for re-selection but has failed to win the trigger ballot) the DP or SP 
Shortlisting Committee shall draw up a shortlist of interested candidates to present to all 
members of the DP or SP who are eligible to vote in accordance the clauses above. 

6. The selection of candidates shall consist of a vote, by eliminating ballot, conducted 
electronically, of all eligible individual members of the DP or SP on the basis of one member 
one vote. 

7. NEC Endorsement 

A. The selection of a Federal candidate shall not be regarded as completed until the name of the 
member selected has been placed before a meeting of the NEC and her or his selection has 
been endorsed. Until such endorsement has been received the member shall not be 
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introduced to the public as a prospective candidate. Where successful candidates are not 
members of the national recommended panel there should, however, be an endorsement 
interview in each case before a recommendation is made to the NEC. 

B. If the NEC is satisfied that there is prima facie evidence of a breach of rules by an individual, 
the NEC shall have the right after such investigations and interviews with the individual as the 
NEC shall consider reasonably practicable and appropriate to decline to endorse or, where 
already endorsed, rescind endorsement of such individual as a prospective candidate. 

8. A DP or SP, having completed the selection of its prospective candidate according to these 
rules, shall accept responsibility for the election expenses of the candidate so selected. 
Acceptance of such financial responsibility shall become binding on the DP concerned upon 
NEC endorsement of the candidature. 

9. The normal procedure may be dispensed with by the NEC where no valid nominations are received, 
or when an emergency arises, or when the NEC is of the opinion that the interests of the Party 
would be best served by the suspension of the procedures issued by the NEC. 

10. Disputes arising out of the selection procedure shall be considered by an officer appointed by the 
NEC who shall report to them. The NEC’s decision on that report shall be final and binding on all 
parties for all purposes. 

11. Any exceptions to rules 1-10 above can only be made with the approval of the NEC or an officer 
exercising the powers given to them by the NEC. 
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Chapter 6 - Disciplinary rules 

Clause I - National action by the Party  

1. The NEC shall take such disciplinary measures as it deems necessary to ensure that all Party 
members and officers conform to the constitution, rules and standing orders of the Party. 
Such powers shall include: 

A. In relation to any alleged breach of the constitution, rules or standing orders of the Party by an 
individual member or members of the Party, the NEC may, pending the final outcome of any 
investigation and charges (if any), suspend that individual or individuals from office or 
representation of the Party notwithstanding the fact that the individual concerned has been or 
may be eligible to be selected as a candidate in any election or by-election. The Senior Executive 
Officer or other national officer shall investigate and report to the NEC on such investigation. 
Upon such report being submitted, the NEC may instruct the Senior Executive Officer or other 
national officer to formulate charges against the individual or individuals concerned and present 
such charges to the NCC for determination in accordance with their rules. 

B. In relation to any alleged breach of SDLP group rules and standing orders by a group member or 
members, the NEC may, pending the final outcome of any investigation and charges (if any), 
suspend that individual or individuals from the group in question. The Senior Executive Officer or 
other national officer shall investigate and report to the NEC on such investigation. Upon such 
report being submitted, the NEC may instruct the Senior Executive Officer or other national 
officer to formulate charges against the individual or individuals concerned and present such 
charges to the NCC for determination in accordance with their rules. 

2. Where in the opinion of the NEC there are circumstances which might warrant the use of its 
powers under sub-clauses A above and B above, the NEC may issue written warnings to any 
individual member of the Party drawing attention to the conduct which in the opinion of the NEC 
is either incompatible with continued membership of the Party or may be in, or may lead to, a 
breach of the constitution, rules or standing orders of the Party. The issue of any written warning 
under this sub-clause shall not prevent the conduct that is the subject of such warning being 
called into question following any subsequent exercise by the NEC of its powers under sub-
clauses A above and B above, and both the fact of the issue of such warning and the conduct that 
is the subject of the warning may be used in the evidence referred to the NCC.  

3. When a person applies for re-admission to the Party following an expulsion by the NCC on 
whatever basis or by automatic exclusion under Chapter 2 above of the membership rules, the 
application shall be submitted to the NEC for consideration and decision. Such applications shall 
not normally be considered by the NEC until a minimum of five years has elapsed. The decision of 
the NEC shall be binding on the individual concerned and on the DP relevant to the application. 

4. A ‘suspension’ of a member whether by the NEC in pursuance of 1 above or by the NCC in 
imposing a disciplinary penalty, unless otherwise defined by that decision, shall require the 
membership rights of the individual member concerned to be confined to participation in their 
own branch meetings, unless the reason for the suspension in part or in full is their conduct in 
party meetings or there are  concerns that their presence at branch meetings  may be 
detrimental to the Party, and activities as an ordinary member only and in such ballots of all 
individual members as may be prescribed by the NEC. A suspended member shall not be eligible to 
seek any office in the Party, nor shall s/he be eligible for nomination to any panel of prospective 
candidates nor to represent the Party in any position at any level. The member concerned will not 
be eligible to attend any DP meeting other than to fulfil the requirement to participate in ballots. 

 
Clause II - Action by DPs  

1. It shall be the duty of the General Meeting of a DP to take all necessary steps to enforce the 
constitution, standing orders and rules of the Party within its Congressional District and to 



Page 27 
 

safeguard the program, policy and principles of the Party within its Congressional District. A DP 
shall take such action as it deems necessary for such purposes in accordance with the following 
provisions: 

A. Any complaint or allegation made of breach of the constitution, rules or standing orders of the 
Party shall be made in writing to the secretary of the DP either by a Party branch or by an 
organization affiliated to that Party, or by a member of the DP. Such complaint or allegation 
shall state that the complainant wishes disciplinary action to be considered. 

B. Upon such complaint being made, the secretary shall refer it to the Executive Committee of 
the DP who shall decide by resolution whether the complaint calls for investigation. 

C. Any resolution of the Executive Committee shall be reported to the General Meeting which 
shall decide whether to authorize the recommended investigation. 

D. Where there is not an Executive Committee in place within the DP, the matter shall be referred 
direct to the General Meeting which shall decide by resolution whether the complaint calls for 
investigation. 

E. Any person proposed to be the subject of such an investigation shall reside or be registered as 
an elector within the Congressional District or shall have been resident or registered as an 
elector within the Congressional District at the time of the actions subject to complaint. If that 
person is a member of the General Meeting and/or Executive Committee s/he shall have full 
rights to participate and vote in the meetings of the committee of which s/he is a member 
when this matter is considered. 

F. The secretary shall immediately following any such resolution contact NEC to ensure the 
correct implementation of the disciplinary procedures at all stages, including the formulation 
of any charges. 

G. Where the General Meeting so authorizes an investigation the Executive Committee shall 
appoint three of its members to act as investigators. The investigators may be agreed by the 
original Executive Committee meeting, subject to subsequent endorsement by the General 
Meeting. None of these investigators shall be a party to or a subject of the original complaint. 

H. The investigators shall conduct their investigation of the complaint(s) or allegation(s) in such a 
manner as they see fit, including the receipt of written evidence from the complainant(s), 
those complained against and from other Party members. 

I. The investigators shall decide whether or not a prima facie case can be made out and, if so, 
shall formulate a charge or charges and shall report to the General Meeting. Their report to 
the General Meeting shall be limited to whether they have found a prima facie case and, if so, 
the proposed charge or charges. The charge must specify which rule(s) of the Party have 
been breached. The General Meeting shall decide at this stage which of the proposed 
charges, if any, are to be preferred. 

J. None of the investigators shall participate in or vote at the General Meeting at this stage, 
except that one member of the investigating team only shall present the report of the 
investigators and answer questions thereon but still not vote. 

K. If the General Meeting decides that a charge or charges should be preferred, it shall instruct 
the investigators to prefer these charges and accompanying evidence together with, if so 
decided, a recommendation for disciplinary action. The investigators shall appoint one of their 
number to act as ‘the presenter’ of the case which shall be preferred to the NCC of the Party 
for determination. All the evidence and documentation to be relied on in presenting the case 
must accompany the charges to be preferred. 

L. The charges shall be forwarded to the secretary of the NCC at the Head Office of the Party 
who shall liaise with the presenter and the chair of the NCC to arrange for the case to be 
brought before the committee or a panel thereof and for dates and venues for a hearing if 
appropriate. The NCC shall determine the charges, by hearing or otherwise and having regard 
to their procedural guidelines. The decision of the NCC as to whether in its opinion there is a 
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case to answer, or whether in its opinion the charges are proved or not proved, and any 
disciplinary action to be imposed shall be final. 

M. Procedural guidelines in disciplinary cases brought before the NCC is appendix 6 at the rear 
of the Party’s rule book, or can be obtained from the Compliance Unit at Head Office. The 
investigation team should familiarize itself with the content of the document before 
commencing their investigation.
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Chapter 7 Rules for DPs 
To be read in conjunction with the appendices to these rules and with particular regard to the 
conduct of meetings contained therein. 

 

Clause I - Name 

1.    The { } Congressional District SDLP, hereinafter named ‘this DP’ 
 

Clause II - Aims and values 

1. National 

A. The aims and values of the SDLP as outlined in Chapter 1 Clause IV above shall apply to this DP. 

2. Congressional District 

A. To unite the forces of SDLP within the Congressional District and to ensure the establishment 
of, and to keep in active operation an appropriate organization and structure, which shall 
normally include branches, as approved by the NEC. 

B. To secure the return of SDLP representatives to US and State Congresses and to local 
government bodies, by promoting the policies and principles of the Party throughout the 
Congressional District with a view to increasing the Party’s influence within the local 
community and securing support and  membership from it. 

C. To promote the policies of the Party within the Congressional District by formulating a 
development action plan for the Party in the area and to ensure its adoption and 
implementation by all Party units. 

D. To provide the opportunity for all individual members of the Party within the Congressional 
District to contribute to the development of the aims and policies by ensuring that a full 
range of Party activities are available to them, including local policy forums, and that they 
may participate fully in discussion to broaden the political education of members of the Party 
and to increase their influence over the formulation of the Party program.  

E. To establish local policy forums, possibly in cooperation with neighboring DPs, as authorized 
by and with the support of the   NEC. The constitution of the Party places an obligation on 
DPs to work in pursuit of our aims with trade unions and other affiliated organizations, and it 
must consult its members, elected representatives, affiliated  organizations, and, where 
practicable, the wider community in which it is based on policy making initiatives which are 
to be forwarded for consideration as part of the national policy making process. 

 

Clause III - Affiliated organizations 

1. Organizations may affiliate to the Party at Congressional District level if they fall within the 
following categories: 

A. trade unions or branches considered by the NEC to be bona fide trade unions affiliated to the 
Party nationally.  

B. branches of those socialist societies affiliated to the Party nationally 

C. other organizations or branches thereof which in the opinion of the NEC are deemed eligible 
for affiliation. 

2. Each affiliated organization must: accept the program, principles and policy of the Party; agree 
to conform to the constitution, rules and standing orders of the Party; have members who are 
registered as electors within the Congressional District. 

 

Clause IV - Affiliation fees 

1. Affiliation fees and contributions payable to this DP shall be: 
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A. trade unions, branches of trade unions, branches of socialist societies and other organizations; 
$1 per annum per member resident or registered as an elector within the Congressional 
District, with a minimum payment of $10 per branch 

B. all affiliation fees shall be paid not later than December 31 of the relevant year. 

 
Clause V - Individual membership 

1. The conditions of membership for, method of enrolment of, and level of subscription payable by 
individual members of the Party within this Congressional District shall be as laid down in the 
membership rules of the Party in Chapter 2. 

2. The constitutional rights of individual members of the Party within this Congressional District shall 
operate only where they are registered as electors and reside or, exceptionally if they are not 
eligible to be registered to vote, in which they reside only. 

3. Individual members of the Party between 14 years and 30 years of age inclusive shall, if they so 
desire, be organized in branches of Young SocDems acting in accordance with regulations 
sanctioned by the NEC. 

 
Clause VI - Method of organization 

1. General 

A. The DP may adopt any method of organization currently approved by the NEC. 

B. Methods of organization include delegate structures and structures based on ‘all member 
meetings’. 

C. In any structure there must be provision for a general meeting (GM) either of all members or 
delegates. 

D. In addition this DP may propose new methods of organization to the NEC. The General 
Meeting may seek approval from the NEC to pilot new methods of organization to meet its 
objectives as part of an agreed development plan that continues to meet this DP’s 
constitutional obligations. 

E. Any method of organization shall generally include branches on such basis as decided by the 
General Meeting and approved by the NEC. Branch boundaries shall as far as possible follow 
local government boundaries. 

F. A branch established in accordance with this rule shall consist only of those individual 
members of the Party within this DP who reside within the area covered by the branch. 

G. Branches shall operate in accordance with the rules for Party branches and any other 
regulations approved by the NEC. In particular a branch shall maintain the necessary 
machinery for elections within its area. A branch may undertake other activities to promote 
the Party in its area and the involvement of its individual members in line with the 
development action plan agreed for this DP. The public activities of a branch shall be 
approved by the Executive Committee of this DP. 

H. Where the General Meeting considers it desirable there may be established a coordinating 
organization covering more than one branch subject to the approval of the Senior Executive 
Officer. 

2. There shall be established a Campaign Committee to co-ordinate the public activity of this DP. 

A. The Campaign Committee, which comprise campaign organizers and other members as 
appropriate. The chair and treasurer of this DP and the prospective candidate and the his/her 
agent, shall be ex-officio members of the Campaign Committee. 

B. The Campaign Committee shall elect a campaign coordinator who shall: co-ordinate 
Congressional District-wide campaigns; liaise with Head Office and the SP and with affiliated 
organizations, as the case may be, in the promotion of the Party’s campaigns; and liaise with 
other election agents as appropriate over the election campaign strategy for elections and 
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referenda taking place wholly or partly within the area of this DP. 

C. Where the campaign coordinator is not the election agent, the Campaign Committee shall 
ensure that an election agent is appointed to be responsible for all local elections within the 
area of this DP. Agents shall liaise with other agents within the local government area in order 
to ensure a unified and coordinated campaign. For national elections, the committee should 
seek to appoint an election agent at the earliest opportunity in consultation with the 
prospective candidate and this appointment shall be subject to the approval of the NEC. Any 
member not otherwise disbarred from being an election agent may be considered for 
appointment. 

 
Clause VII - Management 

1. The management of this DP shall be in the hands of an Executive Committee which shall be 
appointed by and report to an Annual General Meeting of this DP and to other such meetings as 
required by the DP rules and procedures. 

2. This DP adopts the rules and procedures for DPs and branches set out in the appendix to these 
rules and such amendments thereto as may be agreed by Party Convention or made by the NEC in 
accordance with the powers conferred upon it under the constitutional rules. This DP shall have 
power to make changes to these rules, subject to the specific prior approval in writing of the NEC 
and providing that such changes do not contravene the spirit and intention of the rules as 
adopted by Party Convention or alter the Party objects, basis or conditions of affiliated and 
individual membership,  or vary the procedure for the selection of candidates (other than as 
provided for in the rules) or effect a change in the relationship of this DP with the national Party. 

3. The General Meeting shall, but only with the specific prior approval in writing of the NEC, have the 
power to enter into property-related transactions on behalf of the DP. Such power may also be 
exercised by the Executive Committee, or by officers of the General Meeting, if so authorized by 
the General Meeting. 

A. NEC approval will be conditional in all cases upon legal title to the property being vested in 
SDLP Nominees Inc. as Trustee for the relevant DP or in such other Trustee for the relevant DP 
as the NEC may appoint. 

B. The General Meeting and the Executive Committee shall procure that all legal title to 
property leasehold and freehold presently held for this DP shall forthwith be transferred to 
SDLP Nominees Inc. to be held by it as Trustee for the relevant DP upon the standard terms of 
Trust from time to time approved by the NEC. 

C. Every DP of the Party and as a pre-condition to continued membership thereto shall with 
effect from forthwith do and execute such acts and deeds to transfer the beneficial 
ownership of their respective freehold and leasehold properties legal title to which is 
presently held either by individuals or by SDLP Nominees Inc. to and for the benefit of Party 
subject only to the DPs’ existing rights of occupation thereof and to their continued receipt 
of all rents and profits there from and the right to license and to lease the said properties 
from time to time subject to the prior written consent of the NEC but subject to the DPs’ 
continuing respective obligations in respect of any borrowings secured on such properties. 
(note- For clarity this rule is repeated in rules for branches) 

4. The General Meeting shall, but only with the specific prior approval in writing of the NEC and on 
such terms and conditions as shall be approved by the NEC, have the power to employ staff on 
behalf of the DP. Such power may also be exercised by the Executive Committee or by officers of 
the General Meeting if so authorized by the General Meeting. In all such circumstances, the 
primary responsibility for meeting financial and other obligations in respect of such employees 
shall be borne by this DP. 

 

Clause VIII - Officers 

1. The officers of this DP, the Executive Committee, and two auditors shall be elected at the 
annual general meeting of this DP and shall continue in office until replaced or re-appointed. 
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2. The Executive Officers of this DP shall be; chair, vice-chair, vice-chair/ membership, secretary 
and treasurer. 

3. The Chair shall also be the deputy treasurer to be notified to the State and Federal Election 
Commission as applicable. In exceptional circumstances, and with the prior approval of the 
Senior Executive Officer, a different person may be appointed. 

4. In addition this DP may elect coordinators to lead on specific areas of responsibility including 
community involvement, trade union liaison, membership recruitment and retention, diversity, 
fundraising, political education, information technology etc. These coordinators shall be 
encouraged to attend Executive Committee Meetings to report on their work and share 
expertise with colleagues but shall not be voting members unless elected to the Executive 
Committee as individuals. 

5. The team of officers and coordinators, together with the Congressional candidate and/or US 
Representative and the campaign coordinator, shall provide a strategic lead for the development 
of the Party in the Congressional District. 

6. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Executive Officers and { } members upon such 
proportionate basis of the whole membership as this DP may decide, subject to the approval of the 
NEC. 

7. The Congressional election agent may also attend Executive Committee meetings. 

8. Where a Congressional District plan agreement has been entered into by this DP and an 
organization affiliated to the Party nationally and approved by the NEC, the affiliated 
organization concerned may appoint a member of this DP to the Executive Committee to 
represent their interest: this member shall be an ex-officio member with voting powers of both 
executive and General Meetings. 

9. The Executive Committee shall meet as required and be responsible for reviewing the 
implementation of the development action plan and supervising the work of the branches and 
other Party units in the Congressional District. The Executive Committee shall also deal with as 
much of the routine business of this DP as possible to ensure that the General Meeting can 
devote its time to the discussion of policy and Party objectives for the Congressional District. 

10. The treasurer shall be responsible for ensuring this DP meets its legal and financial 
responsibilities in respect of donation reporting, the filing of accounts and, if applicable, the 
auditing of accounts, and shall be the registered treasurer of the accounting unit, as notified by 
Party Head Office to the State or Federal Election Commission. 

11. This DP Secretary shall notify Party Head Office immediately in the event of the resignation or 
replacement of the treasurer or the deputy treasurer, so that the Party can meet its statutory 
responsibility to inform the Federal Election Commission of any such changes. 

12. It shall be a requirement of their office that the treasurer and the election agent undertake such 
training as deemed desirable by the NEC. 

 

Clause IX - The General Meeting 

1. Annual Meetings 
A. The annual meeting of this DP shall be held in { } of each year or, in the event of such meeting 

not being held in that month for any reason, as soon thereafter as possible. The annual 
meeting should not normally be held before May in any year. 

B. Affiliation fees due to this DP for the previous year ended December 31 must have been 
paid to this DP a clear 35 days before the date of the annual meeting. 

C. Twenty eight days’ notice of an annual meeting shall be given to all eligible affiliated 
organizations and Party units. 

D. Seven days’ notice of an annual meeting shall be given to voting members entitled to attend. 

2. Special Meetings 

A. Special General Meetings may be called at the discretion of the Executive Committee and 
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shall be called on the written request of at least one third of the affiliated organizations and 
Party units which are or would be entitled to send delegates to this DP under a delegate 
structure. 

B. Seven days’ notice of a special meeting shall be given to voting members entitled to attend 
except in cases of emergency, when only business of immediate importance shall be 
transacted. 

3. Ordinary General Meetings shall be held at such intervals as laid down in the standing orders of 
this DP or as may be determined by resolution of the General Meeting. 

4. Seven days’ notice of General Meetings shall be given to voting members entitled to attend. 

5. A notice calling an annual, special or ordinary General Meeting shall state as far as possible the 
business to be transacted. 

6. Any notice required to be given under these rules shall be in writing which may include 
electronic communication. Notices to be sent to affiliated organizations and Party units shall 
be addressed to the secretary thereof. 

7. Finance 

A. Following each annual meeting of this DP the secretary shall forward to the Senior Executive 
Officer a copy of this DP’s Congressional District annual report, including the annual 
statement of accounts and such other information as may be requested by the NEC in the 
format required and in compliance with this DP’s legal and financial responsibilities under 
State and Federal Law. 

B. Where required the annual statement of accounts must be presented to and approved by a 
general meeting in the first quarter of the year following the year in question.  

Clause X - The Party Convention 

1. Subject to the conditions laid down in the rules of Party Convention and the constitutional rules 
of the Party, this DP may appoint to any Party Convention convened under Clause VI of the 
constitutional rules of the Party, one delegate for the first 500 eligible members, or part thereof, 
and a further delegate for each additional 250 eligible members, or part thereof. Eligible members 
shall be defined as those listed by the Party as members of this DP at December 31 in the 
previous year. 

2. Where the individual Young SocDems membership within this DP is 30 or more, an additional 
delegate under the age of 30 may be appointed. 

3. This DP may appoint a delegate in addition to its above entitlement if one of its duly appointed 
delegates is the national treasurer, a member of the NEC, member of the Convention 
Arrangements Committee, or a member of the NCC due for re- election that year. 

 

Clause XI - Duties of the General Meeting  

1. The general provisions of the constitution, rules and standing orders of the Party shall apply to 
this DP and the General Meeting has a duty to act within and uphold such provisions. 

2. The General Meeting shall be responsible for establishing objectives for this DP in the 
Congressional District through political debate and policy discussion, setting targets for 
development of DP organization and campaigning in the area and promoting links with the wider 
community. 

3. In particular this DP is required to submit in the fourth quarter of each year a development plan in 
a format approved by the NEC for the Congressional District for the coming year. The plan shall 
be submitted to the NEC. 

4. This DP and units of this DP shall not enter into affiliation with or give support, financially or 
otherwise, to any political party or organization (or ancillary or subsidiary body thereto) declared 
by Party Convention or by the NEC in pursuance of Convention decisions to be ineligible for 
affiliation to the Party. Nor shall they give any such support to individuals ineligible for 
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membership of the Party. 

5. This DP shall co-operate with the NEC of the Party in conducting a ballot of all eligible individual 
members for the selection of candidates, the election of the leader and deputy leader of the 
Party, the national treasurer and auditors, and the appropriate sections of the NEC, and NCC. 
Such ballots to be conducted in accordance with guidelines laid down by the NEC and subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 4. 

6. In the event of this DP being dissolved or ceasing to exist for any reason, its assets (after 
payment of outstanding liabilities) shall be transferred to the NEC of the Party. 

7. This DP shall co-operate fully with the NEC in respect of its legal and financial obligations under 
State and Federal legislation. Should this DP fail to co-operate with the Party with regard  to its 
legal obligations, the NEC will not hesitate to take appropriate disciplinary action against 
individual members and/or suspend this DP. 

 

Clause XII - Disciplinary 

1.  It shall be the duty of the General Meeting of this DP to take all necessary steps to enforce the 
constitution, standing orders and rules of the Party within this Congressional District and to 
safeguard the program, policy and principles of the Party within this Congressional District. This 
DP shall take such action as it deems necessary for such purposes in accordance with the 
provisions laid out in the disciplinary rules, contained in Chapter 6 above. 

 

Clause XIII -  Congressional candidates 

1.   The Party’s Congressional candidate for this Congressional District shall be selected in 
accordance with the rules for selection of Federal candidates laid down in Chapter 5 and in the 
selection guidelines and any other regulations approved by the NEC. 

 

Clause XIV – Local and State government candidates  

1.    Local and State government candidates shall be selected in accordance with the rules for 
selection of local a n d  S t a t e  government candidates laid down in Chapter 5 and in the 
selection guidelines appended thereto along with any other regulations approved by the NEC. 

Clause XV - Amendment to rules  

1.   These rules, or any part thereof, may be amended, altered or additions made thereto by resolution 
carried at an Annual General Meeting by a vote of two thirds of delegates present, subject to the 
approval of the NEC under Clause VII.2 above. The provisions of the model procedural rules for 
Party meetings shall apply to this DP with such local additions and modifications as may be 
approved by the NEC. 
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Chapter 8 Rules for SPs 
To be read in conjunction with the appendices to these rules and with particular regard to the 
conduct of meetings contained therein. 

 

Clause I - Name 

1.    The { } State SDLP, hereinafter named ‘this SP’ 
 

Clause II - Aims and values 

1. National 

A. The aims and values of the SDLP as outlined in Chapter 1 Clause IV above shall apply to this SP. 

2. State 

A. To unite the forces of SDLP within the State and to ensure the establishment of, and to keep in 
active operation an appropriate organization and structure as approved by the NEC. 

B. To secure the return of SDLP US Senators, State Representatives, State Senators and State 
Officials by promoting the policies and principles of the Party throughout the State with a view 
to increasing the Party’s influence within the State and securing support and membership from 
it. 

C. To promote the policies of the Party within the State by formulating a development action 
plan. 

D. To provide the opportunity for all individual members of the Party within the State to 
contribute to the development of the aims and for US Senate and State House and Senate 
Elections. 

 

Clause III - Individual membership 

1. Members of DPs within the State are automatically members of the SP. 
 

Clause IV - Method of organization 

1. General 

A. The SP may adopt any method of organization currently approved by the NEC. 

B. Methods of organization include delegate structures and structures based on ‘all member 
meetings’. 

C. In any structure there must be provision for a general meeting (GM) either of all members or 
delegates. 

D. In addition this SP may propose new methods of organization to the NEC. The General 
Meeting may seek approval from the NEC to pilot new methods of organization to meet its 
objectives as part of an agreed development plan that continues to meet this SP’s 
constitutional obligations. 

2. There shall be established a Campaign Committee to co-ordinate the public activity of this SP. 

A. The Campaign Committee, which comprise campaign organizers and other members as 
appropriate. The chair and treasurer of this SP and the prospective candidate and the his/her 
agent, shall be ex-officio members of the Campaign Committee. 

B. The Campaign Committee shall elect a campaign coordinator who shall: co-ordinate State-
wide campaigns; liaise with Head Office and the SP and with affiliated organizations, as the 
case may be, in the promotion of the Party’s campaigns; and liaise with other election agents 
as appropriate over the election campaign strategy for elections and referenda taking place 
wholly or partly within the area of this SP. 
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C. Where the campaign coordinator is not the election agent, the Campaign Committee shall 
ensure that an election agent is appointed to be responsible for all local elections within the 
area of this SP. Agents shall liaise with other agents within the local government area in order 
to ensure a unified and coordinated campaign. For Federal elections, the committee should seek 
to appoint an election agent at the earliest opportunity in consultation with the prospective 
candidate and this appointment shall be subject to the approval of the NEC. Any member not 
otherwise disbarred from being an election agent may be considered for appointment. 

 

Clause VII - Management 

1. The management of this SP shall be in the hands of an Executive Committee which shall be elected 
by the party members who reside within the State and shall report to an Annual General Meeting of 
this SP and to other such meetings as required by the SP rules and procedures. 

2. This SP adopts the rules and procedures for SPs set out in the appendix to these rules and such 
amendments thereto as may be agreed by Party Convention or made by the NEC in accordance 
with the powers conferred upon it under the constitutional rules. This SP shall have power to 
make changes to these rules, subject to the specific prior approval in writing of the NEC and 
providing that such changes do not contravene the spirit and intention of the rules as adopted by 
Party Convention or alter the Party objects, basis or conditions of affiliated and individual 
membership,  or vary the procedure for the selection of Congressional candidates (other than as 
provided for in the rules) or effect a change in the relationship of this SP with the national Party. 

3. The General Meeting shall, but only with the specific prior approval in writing of the NEC, have the 
power to enter into property-related transactions on behalf of the SP. Such power may also be 
exercised by the Executive Committee, or by officers of the General Meeting, if so authorized by 
the General Meeting. 

A. NEC approval will be conditional in all cases upon legal title to the property being vested in 
SDLP Nominees Inc. as Trustee for the relevant SP or in such other Trustee for the relevant SP 
as the NEC may appoint. 

B. The General Meeting and the Executive Committee shall procure that all legal title to 
property leasehold and freehold presently held for this SP shall forthwith be transferred to 
SDLP Nominees Inc. to be held by it as Trustee for the relevant SP upon the standard terms of 
Trust from time to time approved by the NEC. 

C. Every SP of the Party and as a pre-condition to continued membership thereto shall with 
effect from forthwith do and execute such acts and deeds to transfer the beneficial 
ownership of their respective freehold and leasehold properties legal title to which is 
presently held either by individuals or by SDLP Nominees Inc. to and for the benefit of Party 
subject only to the SPs’ existing rights of occupation thereof and to their continued receipt of 
all rents and profits there from and the right to license and to lease the said properties from 
time to time subject to the prior written consent of the NEC but subject to the SPs’ 
continuing respective obligations in respect of any borrowings secured on such properties. 
(note- For clarity this rule is repeated in rules for branches) 

4. The General Meeting shall, but only with the specific prior approval in writing of the NEC and on 
such terms and conditions as shall be approved by the NEC, have the power to employ staff on 
behalf of the SP. Such power may also be exercised by the Executive Committee or by officers of 
the General Meeting if so authorized by the General Meeting. In all such circumstances, the 
primary responsibility for meeting financial and other obligations in respect of such employees 
shall be borne by this SP. 

 

Clause VIII - Officers 

1. The officers of this SP, the Executive Committee, and two auditors shall be elected at the 
annual general meeting of this SP and shall continue in office until replaced or re-appointed. 

2. The Executive Officers of this SP shall be; chair, vice-chair, vice-chair/ membership, secretary, 
treasurer. 
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3. The Chair shall also be the deputy treasurer to be notified to the State and Federal Election 
Commission as applicable. In exceptional circumstances, and with the prior approval of the 
Senior Executive Officer, a different person may be appointed. 

4. In addition this SP may elect coordinators to lead on specific areas of responsibility including 
community involvement, trade union liaison, membership recruitment and retention, diversity, 
fundraising, political education, information technology etc. These coordinators shall be 
encouraged to attend Executive Committee Meetings to report on their work and share 
expertise with colleagues but shall not be voting members unless elected to the Executive 
Committee as individuals. 

5. The team of officers and coordinators, together with the US Senate Candidate and/or US Senator and/or 
State  Official candidates and the campaign coordinator, shall provide a strategic lead for the 
development of the Party in the State. 

6. The Executive Committee shall consist of the Executive Officers and { } members upon such 
proportionate basis of the whole membership as this SP may decide, subject to the approval of the 
NEC. 

7. The US Senate election agent may also attend Executive Committee meetings. 

8. Where a State plan agreement has been entered into by this SP and an organization affiliated to 
the Party nationally and approved by the NEC, the affiliated organization concerned may appoint 
a member of this SP to the Executive Committee to represent their interest: this member shall be 
an ex-officio member with voting powers of both executive and General Meetings. 

9. The Executive Committee shall meet as required and be responsible for reviewing the 
implementation of the development action plan and supervising the work of the branches and 
other Party units in the State. The Executive Committee shall also deal with as much of the 
routine business of this SP as possible to ensure that the General Meeting can devote its time to 
the discussion of policy and Party objectives for the State. 

10. The treasurer shall be responsible for ensuring this SP meets its legal and financial responsibilities 
in respect of donation reporting, the filing of accounts and, if applicable, the auditing of accounts, 
and shall be the registered treasurer of the accounting unit, as notified by Party Head Office to 
the State or Federal Election Commission. 

11. This SP Secretary shall notify Party Head Office immediately in the event of the resignation or 
replacement of the treasurer or the deputy treasurer, so that the Party can meet its statutory 
responsibility to inform the Federal Election Commission of any such changes. 

12. It shall be a requirement of their office that the treasurer and the election agent undertake such 
training as deemed desirable by the NEC. 

 
Clause IX - The General Meeting 

1. Annual Meetings 
A. The annual meeting of this SP shall be held in { } of each year or, in the event of such meeting 

not being held in that month for any reason, as soon thereafter as possible. The annual 
meeting should not normally be held before May in any year. 

B. Affiliation fees due to this SP for the previous year ended December 31 must have been 
paid to this SP a clear 35 days before the date of the annual meeting. 

C. Twenty eight days’ notice of an annual meeting shall be given to all eligible affiliated 
organizations and Party units. 

D. Seven days’ notice of an annual meeting shall be given to voting members entitled to attend. 

2. Special Meetings 

A. Special General Meetings may be called at the discretion of the Executive Committee and 
shall be called on the written request of at least one third of the affiliated organizations and 
Party units which are or would be entitled to send delegates to this SP under a delegate 
structure. 
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B. Seven days’ notice of a special meeting shall be given to voting members entitled to attend 
except in cases of emergency, when only business of immediate importance shall be 
transacted. 

3. Ordinary General Meetings shall be held at such intervals as laid down in the standing orders of 
this SP or as may be determined by resolution of the General Meeting. 

4. Seven days’ notice of General Meetings shall be given to voting members entitled to attend. 

5. A notice calling an annual, special or ordinary General Meeting shall state as far as possible the 
business to be transacted. 

6. Any notice required to be given under these rules shall be in writing which may include 
electronic communication. Notices to be sent to affiliated organizations and Party units shall 
be addressed to the secretary thereof. 

7. Finance 

A. Following each annual meeting of this SP the secretary shall forward to the Senior Executive 
Officer a copy of this SP’s State annual report, including the annual statement of accounts 
and such other information as may be requested by the NEC in the format required and in 
compliance with this SP’s legal and financial responsibilities under State and Federal Law. 

B. Where required the annual statement of accounts must be presented to and approved by a 
general meeting in the first quarter of the year following the year in question.  

Clause X - The Party Convention 

1. The SP does not have representation at the Party Convention. 
 

Clause XI - Duties of the General Meeting  

1. The general provisions of the constitution, rules and standing orders of the Party shall apply to 
this SP and the General Meeting has a duty to act within and uphold such provisions. 

2. The General Meeting shall be responsible for establishing objectives for this SP in the State 
through political debate and policy discussion, setting targets for development of SP 
organization and campaigning in the area and promoting links with the wider community. 

3. In particular this SP is required to submit in the fourth quarter of each year a development plan in 
a format approved by the NEC for the State for the coming year. The plan shall be submitted to 
the NEC. 

4. This SP and units of this SP shall not enter into affiliation with or give support, financially or 
otherwise, to any political party or organization (or ancillary or subsidiary body thereto) declared 
by Party Convention or by the NEC in pursuance of Convention decisions to be ineligible for 
affiliation to the Party. Nor shall they give any such support to individuals ineligible for 
membership of the Party. 

5. This SP shall co-operate with the NEC of the Party in conducting a ballot of all eligible individual 
members for the selection of US Senate and State Gubernatorial and other State Office candidates. 
Such ballots to be conducted in accordance with guidelines laid down by the NEC and subject to 
the provisions of Chapter 4. 

6. In the event of this SP being dissolved or ceasing to exist for any reason, its assets (after 
payment of outstanding liabilities) shall be transferred to the NEC of the Party. 

7. This SP shall co-operate fully with the NEC in respect of its legal and financial obligations under 
State and Federal legislation. Should this SP fail to co-operate with the Party with regard  to its 
legal obligations, the NEC will not hesitate to take appropriate disciplinary action against 
individual members and/or suspend this SP. 

 

Clause XII - Disciplinary 

1.  It shall be the duty of the General Meeting of this SP to take all necessary steps to enforce the 
constitution, standing orders and rules of the Party within this State and to safeguard the 
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program, policy and principles of the Party within this State. This SP shall take such action as it 
deems necessary for such purposes in accordance with the provisions laid out in the disciplinary 
rules, contained in Chapter 6 above. 

 

Clause XIII -  US Senate candidates 

1.   The Party’s US Senate candidates for this State shall be selected in accordance with the rules 
for selection of Federal candidates laid down in Chapter 5 along with any other regulations 
approved by the NEC. 

 

Clause XIV - State Office candidates 

1.    State Office candidates shall be selected in accordance with the rules for selection of State 
Office candidates laid down in Chapter 5 along with any other regulations approved by the NEC. 

Clause XV - Amendment to rules  

1.   These rules, or any part thereof, may be amended, altered or additions made thereto by resolution 
carried at an Annual General Meeting by a vote of two thirds of SP members who vote via electronic 
ballot, subject to the approval of the NEC. The provisions of the model procedural rules for Party 
meetings shall apply to this SP with such local additions and modifications as may be approved by 
the NEC. 

  



Page 40 
 

Chapter 9 – Rules for Young SocDems  

Clause I - Name 

{ } Young SocDems 
 

Clause II - Establishment 

1. Young SocDems shall enjoy rights in respect of: 

A. Annual Convention 

B. State Conventions 

C. Nominations for Leadership elections 
 

Clause III - Aims and values 

1. To help young Party members play a full and active part within the Party. 

2. To train and politically educate young Party members, debate policy and decide upon campaign 
activities. 

3. To help young Party members organize social activities. 

4. To change the culture, particularly the meeting culture, of the Party at branch and Congressional 
District level and to organize more social activities at every level. 

5. To advise the Party on issues that particularly concern young people in Britain and issues that 
concern young members of the Party. 

6. To recruit and retain many more young people into Party membership. 

7. To campaign against all forms of discrimination and prejudice, especially those based upon race, 
color, religion, disability, gender, age, gender identity or sexual orientation. 

8. To persuade more young people to vote SDLP at all elections. 

9. To reverse the declining numbers of young people who are registered to vote. 

10. To maximize the number of absentee ballots from young people. 

11. To maintain good relations with the youth organizations of sister 

parties in other countries  

 

Clause IV - Membership 

1.  All individual members of the Party aged between 14 and 30 years inclusive shall automatically 
be members of Young SocDems. 

 

Clause V - Structure 

1. There shall be a National Committee and an Executive Committee to ensure the effective 
administration and organization of Young SocDems. 

2. Young SocDems members shall be able to establish local Young SocDems groups throughout 
the Country. 

3. Young SocDems shall ensure at every level close cooperation and liaison with SDLP Students 
and young trade unionists. 

 

Clause VI - State Committees  

1.   The SP may convene a State committee to assist in the co-ordination and work of Young 
SocDems groups in their area. 
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Chapter 9(B) -Young SocDems National 
Committee  

Clause I - Aims and values 

1. To advise the NEC on the administration and organization of Young SocDems; advise on all matters 
affecting young people; advise on any matters at the request of the NEC. 

2. To establish relations with youth organizations whose purpose and activities are not 
incompatible with membership of the Party. 

3. To maintain association with overseas socialist youth movements through affiliation to the 
International Union of Socialist Youth. 

4. To present an annual report on its work to any Young SocDems National Convention. 

5. To receive reports from Young SocDems groups and give guidance to Young SocDems groups so 
that they are run effectively and efficiently. 

6. To organize regional teams of people who shall help, assist and provide information for local Young 
SocDems groups. 

7. To organize teams of young members to help fight by-elections and other campaigns and help 
organize regional recruitment teams of young members. 

 

Clause II - Membership 

1. The National Committee of Young SocDems shall comprise: 

A. Seven representatives elected by the Young SocDems on a one-member-one-vote basis by 
preferential electronic ballot. 

B. a national officer of the Party, appointed by the NEC, shall be the permanent secretary and an 
ex-officio member of the National Committee. 

 

Clause III - Chair 

1.    Young SocDems will elect a Chair annually on a one-member-one-vote basis by preferential 
electronic ballot. 

 

Clause IV - Executive 

1. The National Committee shall elect other members of the executive which shall comprise: 

A. vice-chair campaigns 

B. assistant secretary. 

2. The permanent secretary and young members representative on the NEC shall also be 
members of the executive. In addition, the National Committee shall, if it so wishes, appoint 
two others to the executive. All members of the executive shall also be members of the 
National Committee unless this requirement is waived by the NEC. 

 

Clause V - National Policy Forum Representatives  

1. The Young member’s representatives on the National Policy Forum shall convene a committee 
to promote healthy policy debate in the youth movement. This committee shall elect ONE 
representative to be Vice Chair (policy) on the Young SocDems National Committee and who 
shall sit on the NPF. 

 
Clause VI - Meetings 

1.  The National Committee of Young SocDems shall meet at least quarterly. The executive of Young 
SocDems shall meet as often as necessary. The permanent secretary shall convene all meetings 
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of the National and Executive Committees. An annual meeting of the National Committee shall be 
held to elect the officers and executive of Young SocDems. 

 

Clause VII - Finance 

1.  The National Committee may raise and spend its own funds, as long as expenditure is to achieve 
the objectives of Young SocDems as determined in these rules and, from time to time, by the 
NEC. The permanent secretary of the National Committee shall act as treasurer of the National 
Committee. The National Committee shall submit its accounts to the NEC annually. 

 

Clause VIII - Convention 

1.   Young SocDems Convention shall be held from time to time as determined by the NEC under rules 
approved by Party Convention.
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Chapter 10 - Model procedural rules 

Clause I - Model Standing Orders for Party Units   

1. These model procedural rules are designed to provide a framework for well-ordered Party 
meetings. Party units will want to adopt local standing orders to reflect their specific method of 
operation; however, local arrangements must not conflict with the provisions of these model 
rules which have the full authority of the NEC and form part of the rule book. 

A. Annual General Meetings 

i. The Annual General Meeting of {this body} shall be held each year in the month of { }. 

ii. A formal notice of the annual meeting shall be sent by the secretary to all Party units and 
organizations entitled to be represented at least 28 days prior to the meeting. A notice 
detailing the business of the annual meeting shall be sent to all duly appointed delegates 
or eligible members at least seven days prior to the meeting. 

B. Ordinary meetings 

i. Ordinary meetings shall be held on the following regular basis { }. There shall be no 
meetings to transact ordinary business during the period of a national election campaign. 

ii. Formal notice of all meetings shall be sent out by the secretary to all those entitled to 
attend at least seven days prior to the meeting. Such notice shall as far as possible include 
an indication of the business to be transacted at the meeting. 

iii. A record of attendance at meetings shall be kept and those attending may be required to 
show a credential and/ or proof of membership card to gain entry to the meeting room. 

C. Meeting times 

i. Meetings shall commence at { }. Business meetings shall not be held if a quorum is not 
present within 30 minutes of the appointed time; always provided that in special 
circumstances members present may agree to transact pressing business subject to the 
ratification of the proceedings by the next quorate meeting. Meetings shall close two hours 
from the notified starting time, except that a particular meeting may be temporarily extended 
for a specified period with the support of two-thirds of the members present. 

D. Quorum 

i. The quorum for business meetings of (this body) shall be 25 per cent of those members 
entitled to vote in attendance {or a fixed number to be agreed with the Senior Executive 
Officer of the Party}. 

ii. The proceedings and resolutions of any quorate meeting shall not be held to be invalid simply 
through the accidental failure to give notice of the meeting to, or the non- receipt of such 
notice by, any person entitled to attend. 

E. Entitlement to attend 

i. [Alt A:] All delegates must be current endorsed individual members of the Party residing and 
registered as electors or, exceptionally if they are not eligible to be registered to vote, 
residing only within the area covered by this Party unit. Delegates whose details have been 
duly notified by their organizations to the secretary of this Party unit shall be entitled to 
attend meetings and to vote. Only those duly appointed delegates who have been elected 
to it may attend and vote at meetings of the Executive Committee. 

 
[Alt B:] All members must be fully paid up individual members of the Party residing and 
registered as electors or, exceptionally if they are not eligible to be registered to vote, 
residing only within the area covered by this Party unit. Only those members who have been 
elected to it may vote at meetings of the Executive Committee. 
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[Both:] When an annual or special meeting is not held for any reason or is abandoned without 
completing the business on the agenda, such meeting must be reconvened as soon as 
practicable in order for any necessary outstanding business to be transacted. Only those 
eligible to participate in the meeting as first convened, whether or not held, shall be entitled 
to participate in any further reconvened meeting. 

F. Chair 

i. The elected chair of this body shall preside at all meetings, except where otherwise provided 
for in the rules of the Party unit. 

ii. In the absence of the chair the vice-chair shall preside and in the absence of both the 
secretary or other officer shall call on those present to elect a member to take the chair of 
the meeting. Should the office holder arrive once a member has been elected to preside in 
her or his place then she or he may claim, if they wish, the right to preside at the meeting 
once the current item of business has been disposed of.At the annual meeting the chair shall 
preside until a successor is elected, except where the chair is not a duly appointed delegate 
to the meeting; in which case the election of chair shall be taken as the first item on the 
agenda. The new chair shall take over the conduct of the meeting forthwith and proceed to 
the election of other officers and further business. 

G. Party business 

i. The prime function of Party meetings is to provide delegates and members with the 
opportunity to participate in Party activities through social contact, political debate and 
policy discussion; and to establish objectives for the Party in the area for campaigning, the 
development of Party organization and the promotion of links with sympathetic individuals 
and bodies within the wider community. 

ii. Plans for campaigning on local issues, the development of community engagement and the 
strengthening of both links and communication with individual members, affiliates, 
supporters and community groups should be central to all business. 

iii. The agenda of all Party meetings shall be drawn up to give due priority to the Party 
business highlighted above, the endorsement and introduction of new members and/ or 
delegates, the discussion of resolutions,  Party policy items and other matters of interest to 
Party members and the receipt of reports from public representatives. 

iv. Nominations for delegates and representatives to other bodies should be sought as widely 
from among Party members as possible. Wherever practicable, any vacancies to be filled 
shall be advertised to all members as they arise and any Party member who has indicated 
willingness to accept nomination shall be considered for any post, unless otherwise stated 
in the rules. 

v. Party business shall in general have precedence at all business meetings of this body. As far 
as possible the officers and/ or Executive Committees should deal with routine items of 
correspondence, finance and reports from other Party bodies or functional officers, provided 
that the general meeting shall have the opportunity to question, amend and/ or ratify any 
recommendations put to them. 

H. Notice of motion 

i. [Alt A:] Original motions for the general meeting of this body shall be accepted only from 
Party units and organizations entitled to appoint delegates to it and must be received by 
the secretary in writing not less than 14 days prior to the meeting for which they are 
intended. 
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[Alt B:] Original motions for the general meeting of this body shall be accepted only from 
members entitled to attend and participate in the meeting and must be received by the 
secretary in writing not less than 14 days prior to the meeting for which they are intended. 

 
[Both:] Motions for discussion shall be made available to those entitled to attend with the 
notice and agenda of the relevant meeting, except for emergency motions which must be 
sent in writing to the secretary as soon as the nature of the emergency allows before the 
commencement of the meeting. 
Emergency business may be accepted by the majority of the meeting on the 
recommendation of the chair who shall interpret the term ‘emergency’ in a bona fide 
manner. 

I. Discussion of motion 

i. No motion shall be discussed at a meeting until it has been moved and seconded. Where a 
motion has been submitted by a Party unit or organization it must be moved by a delegate 
from that Party unit or organization. 

ii. Speakers shall address the chair and shall only speak once on any motion except by 
permission of the chair, providing that the mover of a motion or an amendment may reply 
to the discussion without introducing new matter for debate; such reply shall close the 
discussion. No speaker shall be allowed more than five minutes, unless agreed by the 
meeting to be ‘further heard’ for a specified period. 

iii. Amendments to any motion may be moved and seconded from the floor of the meeting 
but shall be handed to the secretary in writing. Amendments shall be taken in order with 
one amendment being disposed of before another is moved. If an amendment is carried, 
the amended resolution becomes a motion to which further amendments may be moved. 

J. Procedural motions 

i. A motion of ‘next business’ shall not be taken until the mover and seconder of a motion 
have been heard. Any motion ‘of next business’, ‘that the vote be taken’, ‘to adjourn’, ‘of 
no-confidence in the chair’ shall be moved, seconded and put to the vote without 
discussion; after such a vote the chair need not accept a further procedural motion for a 
period of 20 minutes. 

K. Motion to rescind resolution 

i. No motion to rescind a resolution of this body shall be valid within three months from the 
date on which the resolution was carried. Notice of rescinding motion must be given in 
writing and made available to those entitled to attend the relevant meeting in line with 
rule H above. 

L.  Voting on motions 

i. Voting shall be by show of hands except where the constitution of the Party provides for a 
ballot vote or where this body decides otherwise. In the event of there being an equality of 
votes on any matter decided by a show of hands, the chair may give a casting vote 
provided that s/he has not used an ordinary vote. If the chair does not wish to give a casting 
vote, the motion is not carried. 

M. Ballot votes 

i. The election of officers and/ or representatives of this body shall be by secret eliminating 
ballot either in rounds or by preferential vote. The election of Executive Committee 
members or large delegations may be by secret ballot using a multiple vote where members 
may not cast more votes than the number of positions to be filled.  

ii. Ballot votes shall be held at meetings to select candidates and where otherwise provided 
for in the Party constitution; and where requested by any member supported by at least 
two others. 

iii. In the event of a tie on a secret ballot the chair shall not have a casting vote. Where 
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appropriate, the ballot shall be retaken and in the event of a continual tie lots may be drawn. 
In a preferential ballot the tie shall be broken by establishing which candidate had the 
highest number of first preference votes or took the earliest lead on transfers. 

N. Chair’s ruling 

i. Any breach of or question to the rules or standing orders may be raised by a member 
rising to a point of order. The chair’s ruling on any point arising from the rules or standing 
orders is final unless challenged by not less than four members; such a challenge shall be 
put to the meeting without discussion and shall only be carried with the support of two- 
thirds of the members present. 

O. Miscellaneous 

i. Party meetings and events shall be conducted in a friendly and orderly manner and 
organized in such a way as to maximize participation from members. No member shall be 
precluded from attendance because they cannot gain access to the meeting place for any 
reason. Harassment or intimidation of any member is unacceptable as is any form of 
discrimination on the basis of gender, age, sexual orientation and gender identity, disability 
or race. Smoking is not permitted at any Party meeting. 

ii. Any member acting in an unruly or disruptive manner, in contravention of the standing 
orders, may be removed from the meeting by action of the chair. The chair shall put such a 
motion to the meeting, which to be carried shall require the support of two-thirds of those 
present and voting. Any member who has been removed from two meetings during a 12-
month period shall, be ineligible to attend meetings of this body for the next 12 months. 

iii. The general provisions of the constitution and rules of the Party shall apply to this body. 
No changes shall be made to the rules and standing orders of this organization except at 
an annual or special meeting called for this purpose and carried with the support of two-
thirds of the members present. No alteration shall be effective until it has received the 
approval of the appropriate officer of the NEC of the Party. 

  



 

Appendix 1 - NEC statement on the importance of 
our members 
SDLP is a social democratic Party which believes that social change comes from a combination of 
progressive government at the center and community action. We do not believe that social change 
can be delivered solely by a top-down approach. 

That means that we value the role of our members and our affiliated members as progressive 
campaigners, community activists and social entrepreneurs who forge positive change in their own 
neighborhoods as well as shaping and promoting national policy. 

It is our members who can inspire and engage local people and communities. 

Together our members and affiliates can create a Party that is truly reflective of the communities we 
serve; a Party able to turn outwards and find innovative and flexible ways to encourage contact and 
support from local communities, drawing in those who share SDLP’s values, and therefore bringing a 
range of skills and experience into its work. Our members and our affiliated members are invaluable 
as SDLP activists in building our electoral support, arguing our case, in ensuring a local SDLP presence 
in every Congressional District, and in being an agent for change locally, nationally, and 
internationally. 

Members enjoy the formal democratic rights of Party membership as stated within the rules. Party 
members have the right to participate in the formal process of the Party, vote at Party meetings, 
stand for Party office and elected office as stated within the rules. 

Many SDLP supporters are also progressive campaigners, community activists and social 
entrepreneurs who forge positive change in their own neighborhoods. We value this contribution and 
should embrace their activism. We need dialogue and to work in partnership with our SDLP 
supporters. The Party’s organization needs to match the way people live and reach out beyond its 
membership to our SDLP supporters. Staying permanently in touch with our supporters, our local 
communities and the voters we seek to serve will mean we stay in government and are always a 
contender for government. 

Our members will therefore ensure we have strong local parties who will: 
 reach out into our communities beyond our existing membership base 
 engage with local trade unions and community groups to reach out to supporters and potential 

new members 

 empower local leadership as the key to leading change 
 be seen as the engines of change in our communities 
 work in a way that is open and welcoming for members and supporters 

 work in a way that better reflects the priorities of the communities in which we are based 
 ensure SDLP is a focal point for local campaigns and community activism 

 ensure there is a SDLP presence in every locality 
 embrace the community activism that exists across the country 
 inform and encourage support for progressive politics and policies 
 actively engage with those who share our values and who are working for improvements 
 be seen by local people as somewhere that local concerns can be addressed, and where 

people can go to help them achieve change. 

SDLP supporters will enjoy informal involvement and participation: the ability to be informed, to join 
with us at election times to promote SDLP candidates, to be invited to local and national events, to 
hear speakers and question government ministers, to engage at appropriate points with our policy-
making processes. SDLP Supporters will be encouraged to join the Party as full members. 
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Appendix 2 - NEC procedural guidelines on 

membership recruitment and retention  
1. This Code of Conduct covers the recruitment and retention of members of the Party, and the 

procedures and practices to be followed. These guidelines are to be read in conjunction with the 
Party rules on Membership in Chapter 2 of the Party Rule Book. 

A. General 

i. Individual members of the Party shall be recruited into membership in accordance with these 
guidelines either by the appropriate branch, Congressional District, national or State Party, or 
by personal application. 

ii. All recruitment to the Party shall be in accordance with these guidelines on membership 
recruitment which shall be issued to Party and affiliated organizations from time to time, 
and need to be read in conjunction with section two of the Party rules on Membership. 

iii. The Party is anxious to encourage the recruitment of new members and to ensure that new 
members are properly welcomed into the Party and opportunities offered to enable their full 
participation in all aspects of Party life. 

iv. The Party is, however, concerned that no individual or faction should recruit members 
improperly in order to seek to manipulate our democratic procedures. 

v. The health and democracy of the Party depends on the efforts and genuine participation of 
individuals who support the aims of the Party, wish to join the Party and get involved with 
our activities. The recruitment of large numbers of ‘paper members’, who have no wish to 
participate except at the behest of others in an attempt to manipulate Party processes, 
undermines our internal democracy and is unacceptable to the Party as a whole. 

B. Enrolment procedures 

i. The following enrolment procedures shall apply to applications for membership: 

1. An application to become an individual member:  

• may be submitted on a membership application form by the individual, by the 
appropriate Congressional District SDLP (DP), or by (in the case of an application for 
registered membership) an affiliated organization. 

• may be made through the Party web site. 

ii. Where membership forms do not require a signature, or where an application is made by 
telephone or through the Party web site, the applicant shall be deemed to have agreed to abide 
by the rules and standing orders of the Party which are available on request or from the web-
site. 

iii. The payment must be submitted in a form acceptable to the NEC. The Senior Executive Officer 
shall arrange for the applicant’s details to be recorded on the national membership list as a 
provisional member. 

iv. Applications for registered membership may be checked with the affiliated organization 
concerned to confirm that the political levy or subscription has been in payment for at least 12 
months. 

v. If an application is received without a membership fee, or the payment is in a form unacceptable 
to the NEC, the applicant shall be immediately informed of the requirement to pay a fee before 
the application can be processed. 

vi. An applicant shall be issued with an acknowledgement of provisional membership and the 
details of the Congressional District in which s/he resides and any available information about 
the local Party secretaries. 
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vii. Provisional membership rights commence from the date of production of the acknowledgement 
following the receipt of the application and the appropriate membership subscription. A 
provisional member shall only have the right to attend branch meetings in a non-voting 
capacity. 

viii. The DP concerned shall be informed by the Senior Executive Officer of the application 
for membership. Any objection to any application for membership may be made by the DP to 
the Senior Executive Officer within eight weeks of this notification. Such objection may only 
be made by the General Meeting or Executive Committee of the DP concerned, though such 
objection may initially be made on a provisional basis by a Party officer, pending further 
enquiries. Where there is a provisional objection within eight weeks of notification, a further 
four weeks may be allowed for an objection to be made, and in such circumstances the 
applicant will be written toby the national Party informing them of the extension to the 
period of objection. 

ix. Subject to sub paragraph (viii) above, if no objection is received by the Senior Executive 
Officer within eight weeks of the notification in (viii) above, and the membership fee has 
been received by the Senior Executive Officer the applicant shall be deemed to be a full 
Party member. 

x. At any time before the individual is accepted as a full member of the Party, the Senior 
Executive Officer may rule that the individual application for membership be rejected for any 
reason which s/he sees fit. 

xi. In the absence of any notice of objection from the DP as in (viii) above, and/or any ruling by 
the Senior Executive Officer as in (x) above, the applicant shall, on the expiry of eight weeks 
from the notification in (viii) above, become a full member. The provisional member shall 
then be transferred to the national membership list as a full member as soon as is 
practicable. 

xii. The reasons for the rejection of an application for membership by the Senior Executive 
Officer or the objection by the DP to the application for membership must be sent to the 
individual applicant at the address given. S/he shall have the right of individual written 
appeal to the NEC. Such appeal shall be considered and dealt with by the Disputes Panel 
of the NEC in any manner in which it shall see fit and the decision of the Disputes Panel 
once approved by the NEC shall be final and binding on the DP, branch Party, the Senior 
Executive Officer and the individual concerned. 

xiii. If after 4 weeks, the Party has received no response, it will write to members again 
giving final notice that in a further 4 weeks the individuals will be removed from the 
membership system unless information is provide 

xiv. All new members will be required to pay using a continuous payment method at the 
appropriate rate. Payment must be from their own bank account unless there are 
exceptional  circumstances. 

xv. Once all required documents are received the Party will have a maximum of 8 weeks in 
which to respond to applicants. This will include a check by the DP that where reduced 
rates are applied for, additional evidence to support this will be required; this may include 
trade union membership card, JSA confirmation, wage slip or other appropriate 
documentation. 

xvi. If no response is provided within this timeframe the applicant will be admitted into 
membership. 

xvii. In circumstances where individuals fail to meet any of these criteria the application will 
be considered to be incomplete and will not be progressed further. 

xviii. Membership will be audited annually to ensure that individual’s membership remains 
in compliance. 

C. Move of residence 
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i. In the event of a member moving residence to another Congressional District that 
member shall immediately inform Head Office who shall transfer the member to the 
relevant Congressional District and inform that DP. If a transferring member makes 
contact with their new DP with proof of membership, the appropriate DP officer shall 
inform Head Office. 

ii. Membership rights within the new Congressional District shall commence from the date on 
which the transfer is recorded by Head Office unless an objection to the acceptance of the 
transfer is raised within eight weeks of the transfer date. Where there is a provisional 
objection within eight weeks of notification, a further four weeks may be allowed for an 
objection to be made, and in such circumstances the applicant will be written to by the 
national Party informing them of the extension to the period of objection. 

iii. In the case of an objection the member concerned has the right of individual appeal to 
the NEC, whose decision shall be final. 

iv. In the event of a member moving to another branch in the same Congressional District that 
member shall inform the new branch secretary and provide evidence of membership. Head 
Office shall be informed of the change of address. 

D. Method of Payment 

i. Members are advised to pay their subscriptions directly to Head Office. However, 
payments may be made by local collection. Members may opt to pay subscriptions by 
means of regular contributions throughout the year or a number of years in advance by 
arrangement with Head Office. All membership fees shall be divided between the national 
and Congressional District parties in the ratio prescribed under section 2 of this clause as 
they are received at Head Office. 

ii. Subscriptions paid through local collectors may be deemed as having been received by the 
Party only when such payments arrive at Head Office. It shall be regarded as an act grossly 
detrimental to the Party to withhold membership payments collected locally. 

E. Membership year 

i. A membership year shall be defined as 12 months from the date of joining the Party. All 
members shall be issued with a card supplied by the NEC which shall indicate the expiry of 
their membership year and the subscription rate paid. 

F. Arrears and lapsed members 

i. An individual member shall be deemed to be in arrears from the expiry date until they 
renew their subscription. 

ii. An individual member shall be deemed to have lapsed from membership if s/he has been in 
arrears for six months and has not paid following a request to pay the arrears. 

iii. Once lapsed, previous members may reactivate their membership by paying the current 
minimum annual subscription, subject to the endorsement procedure in 1.B above. 

iv. Following such endorsement the Senior Executive Officer may agree to grant continuous 
membership to cover the lapsed period on the payment of any outstanding subscriptions for 
that period by the member concerned. In coming to a decision on granting continuity the 
Senior Executive Officer may refer the matter to the disputes panel of the NEC whose 
decision shall be final in all cases. 

v. Where it is clear there has been an administrative processing error, continuity of 
membership will be granted to lapsed members on payment of arrears and current 
subscription. 

vi. Continuity of membership shall only be granted in exceptional circumstances and not in 
any instance where a member has been lapsed for longer than 12 months. 

vii. Where there is agreement between the DP and the Party that there were special 
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circumstances which led to a member being inadvertently lapsed, continuity of 
membership will be granted on payment of arrears plus authorisation of direct debit 
mandate for future payments. 

viii. No person deemed to have lapsed from membership shall have any rights to participate 
in Party decision-making until membership has been fully reactivated. Members in 
arrears may only participate on the basis that they intend to renew their membership 
within the given period. 

G. Procedural code for DPs 

i. Applications could be regarded as falling into the following broad categories: 

a. Those who volunteer to pay the full subscription rate. 

1. DPs should check the constitutional requirements on: 

a. electoral  registration 

b. trade union membership 

2. Providing any questions on these can be resolved and there are no other local 
objections, members in this category should be ‘inducted’ as soon as possible. 

b. Those who claim ‘reduced-rate’ or ‘levy-plus’ status. For these applications a more 
rigorous check may be considered necessary: 

1. electoral registration in the Congressional District is a requirement of Party rules, 
except in special circumstances. A check of the register that reveals non- 
registration should be followed up with an enquiry to seek an explanation* and to 
obtain a claim for registration where appropriate. If no satisfactory explanation is 
received then membership should be withheld. 

2. if the applicant is on the voters roll then the following may also be pursued: 

a. ‘reduced-rate’ applicants – is the category for which membership is claimed clear, 
and does this require any further verification? If so, an explanation should be 
sought and an assurance of good faith from the applicant obtained where 
appropriate. 

b. ‘levy-plus’ applicants – is ‘levy- plus’ status verified by the affiliated  organization 
concerned? If not, the application shall be referred to the affiliate to confirm this 
and if unconfirmed the applicant should be invited to pay full subscription. 

ii. If the above conditions are met then the application shall be accepted subject to any other 
local objection. DPs must note that it is their responsibility to make any local checks deemed 
necessary. If branches are to be involved in the process this must be done within the eight 
week auto-endorsement period, unless an extension of four weeks has been granted as in 
B(viii) or C(ii) above, as referral to a branch shall not on its own be accepted as a reason to 
delay auto- endorsement. 

H. Follow-up procedures by DPs 

i. Any DP facing large numbers of applications at the ‘reduced’ or ‘levy-plus’ rates is likely to 
require a team of people willing and able to carry through the recommended checks. Where 
there are ethnic minority applicants, it is helpful that this team should include members who 
understand the languages and culture of the communities involved. In any case the team 
should act in a ‘women friendly’ and non-intimidating manner. 

ii. This team, through the membership secretary, would benefit from developing a good 
working relationship with the Membership Processing Assistant who deals with the 
processing for the particular Congressional District, the efficient follow-through of the 
monthly report would help in early identification and speedy resolution of any problems. 
The NEC takes the view that the eight week endorsement period is ample to carry out local 
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checks in the vast majority of cases. The eight weeks may be extended in certain cases, 
such as election periods or holiday periods, but only where the DP has identified a particular 
problem. 

iii. The investigating team should also be involved in arranging proper induction for new 
members which would involve explanatory material on the operation of the Party locally and 
encouragement to become involved both politically and socially. All parties should organize 
‘new member’ evenings and other activities aimed at involving recent applicants in their 
work. 

iv. It is important that the above process is seen as an opportunity to explain the Party’s 
rules and requirements and to involve potential activists, not simply as a blocking 
mechanism. It is clear, however, that the NEC shall support any DP, which operates the 
checking procedures as outlined and has thereby identified any abuse of the membership 
system. 

I. Access to membership lists 

i. The following members shall have access to membership lists: 

a. For DP’s: Vice Chair/Membership and DP Secretary, or other designated DP officers 

b. For Branches: Secretary or other designated branch officer 

c. Elected SDLP Representatives and Officials for the area they represent 

d. Members of Party staff appointed by the NEC 

ii. Misuse of information contained within the membership lists should be reported 
immediately to the Data Protection Officer at Head Office. 
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Appendix 3 - Procedural guidelines in 

disciplinary cases brought before the NCC  
1. Further information on these guidelines may be obtained from the secretary of the NCC at The 

SDLP Compliance Unit 

2. Any person appearing before a panel of the NCC and in particular any Party member acting as a 
‘presenter’ of, or a ‘respondent’ to, a case before the panel should make themselves familiar with 
these procedural guidelines. Though these procedural guidelines do not form part of the Party’s 
rules, they have the full approval of the NCC and give detail on the NCC approach to dealing with 
individual cases. 

3. In fairness to all sides, the NCC expects the parties involved and its panels to adhere to the 
guidelines wherever practicable. Inevitably a degree of flexibility is required to deal with 
unforeseen circumstances or unusual cases. Such variances, however, should be kept to a 
minimum. 

4. The NCC or a panel of the NCC have the authority in what they deem to be appropriate 
circumstances, to dispose of a case without a hearing and to rely solely on the written 
representations. Such circumstances may be where the respondent has failed to reply to the NCC 
or indicated they will not be attending the scheduled hearing, or where the particulars of the case 
lead the panel to deem that a hearing would not be in the best interest of either side. 

5. Timetable for dealing with cases 

A. Stage 1 – Receipt of case 

i. On receipt of a case from the NEC or a DP, the NCC secretary shall confirm certain details 
about the case from the designated ‘presenter’. 

ii. If there is urgency, the Chair of the NCC shall appoint a panel (three members of the NCC) 
to deal with the case; otherwise the receipt of the case shall be reported to the next 
meeting of the NCC (which may be held by telephone Convention) where the membership 
of the panel shall be agreed. 

iii. A chair of the panel shall also be appointed at this stage who shall be responsible for 
ensuring that the procedural matters in advance of any hearing are dealt with in 
accordance with the guidelines.In the event the panel considers the case submitted to it 
should proceed to a full hearing a date for a hearing shall be fixed at this stage. The panel 
may decide to vary or alter said date. 

B. Stage 2 – Run-up to hearing 

i. Letters shall normally be sent to each individual (respondent) charged, and panel members, 
giving about six weeks notice of the hearing. These should enclose the charge or charges 
together with particulars of each and a summary of the facts supporting each charge, 
together with a separate bundle of the documents to be relied upon, and names of 
witnesses to support each charge. 

ii. The respondent shall be written to at the last notified address and required to advise the 
secretary of the NCC two weeks after date of posting of the letter enclosing the charge 
whether she/ he intends to contest the charge or not. Should that person fail to respond, 
within two weeks, thereafter a letter shall be sent advising that failure to respond without 
reasonable cause shall be deemed an admission entitling the NCC to proceed with the case 
and to impose any appropriate sanction. Where the respondent intends to contest the 
charge a written answer to the charge must be sent to the secretary of the NCC within 
four weeks of the date of posting of the letter enclosing the charge. Said written answer 
must  identify what, if any, parts of the charge are admitted, what parts of the charge are 
contested and the basis on which they are contested. 
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iii. Witnesses 

a. The respondent shall apply to the panel chair in writing regarding any witnesses she/ 
he wishes to give oral evidence at least two weeks prior to the proposed hearing date. 

b. The NCC or any panel thereof will consider the requests for witnesses to give oral 
evidence having considered that fairness requires such application to be acceded to 
whether in whole or part, having regard to the following: 

1. the reason given in support of the application 

2. the issue or issues or otherwise to which the witness or witnesses are said to 
have relevant evidence to give 

3. the materials provided by the respondent making the application 

4. whether the respondent has availed herself/ himself of the opportunity to submit 
to the NCC or any panel thereof, in support of her/ his application, a witness 
statement containing the evidence of the witness whom the respondent is now 
applying to the NCC or any panel thereof to hear orally 

5. the content of any such witness statement 

c. any other considerations that appear to the NCC or panel thereof to be relevant to 
determining whether fairness to the respondent requires that any witness the subject of 
such an application be heard by the NCC or panel thereof orally. 

d. The criteria stated above for witnesses to be heard, will equally relate to the presenter. 

e. The NCC is concerned with the content of the charges presented and panels are not 
therefore generally concerned to hear ‘character’ witnesses on either  side. As a general rule, 
a panel of the NCC will not take oral evidence from more than six witnesses from the 
presenter/ respondent, unless additional witnesses are material to specific elements of the 
charges and their evidence is not able to be confirmed by other  witnesses. 

f. The NCC has no means of compulsion to ensure witnesses attend a hearing, and it is a 
matter for the presenter/ respondent to arrange for their witnesses to attend. 

g. Acceptance of witnesses for the presenter / respondent should be confirmed by the panel 
chair one week prior to the hearing, and will be duly notified to both sides. The presenter 
may call additional witnesses and lodge additional witness statements in the rebuttal of the 
respondent’s reply to charges. 

iv. Legal representation 

a. An application by the respondent for legal representation at the hearing shall be made in 
writing no later than four weeks prior to the hearing. The NCC or panel thereof shall 
determine whether such an application is appropriate, and the respondent shall be 
notified of the decision not later than three weeks prior to the hearing. 

b. Where the respondent has been granted legal representation, the presenter will be 
offered the same facility. 

c. Where legal representation is permitted a pre-hearing meeting of the panel, along with 
the legal representative(s) and presenter, may be convened to consider procedural 
matters relating to the conduct of the hearing. This must be requested at least two 
weeks prior to the hearing, unless the NCC panel in their discretion decide otherwise. 

v. The presenter/ respondent shall be entitled to an accompanying friend at the hearing, who 
must be a member of the Party, and may not address the hearing or be a witness for either 
side in the course of the proceedings. The identity of the accompanying friend shall be 
notified to the secretary of the panel not later than one week prior to the hearing. Where 
legal representation is agreed an accompanying friend will not also be permitted. 

vi. The final arrangements shall as far as reasonably practical be confirmed at least four 
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days prior to the hearing. 

vii. Written evidence 

a. A panel of the NCC does not seek out documentation or evidence prior to the 
hearing on its own initiative. It is not the responsibility of the panel to insist that 
specific documentation be released by the presenter for the use of the 
respondent, though any such request will be forwarded to the presenter. 

b. The presenter’s written case summary and documents shall be forwarded to the 
NCC in a form that is easily copied. Any bundle of documents in excess of 30 
sheets shall be numbered consecutively and copied six times for each case and 
these forwarded to the NCC Secretary. 

c. Written submissions and documents from the respondent shall be forwarded to 
the NCC in a form that is easily copied. Any bundle of documents in excess of 30 
sheets shall be numbered consecutively and copied six times and these forwarded 
to the NCC Secretary. 

viii. All communications and correspondence must go through the secretary of the NCC, and  
both sides must not contact each other or the other side’s witnesses direct. 

C. Stage 3 – The full hearing 

i. Hearings before panels of the NCC are intended to be non-adversarial, and the chair will 
attempt to maintain an informal atmosphere. The panel itself will ask questions of 
witnesses where it considers it is necessary to establish or clarify the facts. 

ii. Where a case involves more than one respondent the panel chair shall establish before 
the commencement of any hearing whether the cases are to be heard together or 
separately. The respondents and presenter will be consulted, though the final decision 
shall be at the discretion of the NCC or panel thereof. 

iii. The presenter and respondent, along with any accompanying friend or legal 
representative(s), shall remain in the room throughout the hearing except where the 
panel adjourns to consider procedural or other matters. 

iv. Witnesses shall be brought into the room one by one during the course of the presenter’s 
and respondent’s cases. No one else shall be permitted to attend the hearing without the 
consent of the NCC or Panel Chair which shall proceed as follows: 

a. The hearing procedure is: 

1. Chair introduces panel and outlines procedure, panel deals with any procedural 
points or questions. Where the presenter / respondent is permitted a legal 
representative, the presenter’s / respondent’s case will be conducted by the legal 
representative alone. However, in such circumstances the other side and the panel 
will be given the opportunity to directly question the presenter / respondent. 

2. Presenter makes statement of the case and calls witnesses in turn. As each witness 
is introduced s/he may be asked questions by: 

• the presenter 

• the respondent/ representative members of the panel. 

3. At the conclusion of the statement of case, the respondent/ representative may put 
questions to the presenter on the overall case as presented. The members of the 
panel may put any questions they have to the presenter on the overall case as 
presented. Where a representative has put the case for the presenter, the 
respondent / representative and the panel will be given the opportunity to ask 
questions directly of the presenter. 

4. At this stage the hearing will adjourn. Having heard the presenter’s evidence the 
panel will have to decide whether there is sufficient evidence for the full case to be 
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heard, or if there is no case for the respondent to answer. If it decides there is no 
case to answer the panel shall so rule and dismiss the case, otherwise the case will 
proceed as follows: 

5. Respondent or the representative presents her/ his case and calls witnesses in turn. 
As each witness is introduced they may be asked questions by: 
the respondent/ representative the presenter 
members of the panel. 

6. At the conclusion of the respondent’s case, the presenter may put questions to the 
respondent/ representative on the overall case as presented. The members of the 
panel may put any questions they have to the respondent/ representative on the 
overall case as presented. Where a representative has put the case for the 
respondent, the presenter / representative and the panel will be given the 
opportunity to ask questions directly of the respondent. 

7. The presenter may then make a closing statement dealing with the charges and 
evidence. No new evidence or documents may then be introduced by the presenter 
or on their behalf. 

8. The respondent may then make a closing statement dealing with the charges and 
evidence. No new evidence or documents may then be introduced by the 
respondent or on their behalf. 

9. The presenter may respond on matters of a procedural nature raised in the 
respondent’s closing statement. 

10. If the charge is one of membership of an organization proscribed by the rules of 
the Party, the respondent shall be asked by the panel chair whether s/he is 
prepared to give an undertaking as to future involvement in the form required by 
the NEC. 

11. The panel adjourns to consider whether in its opinion the charges are proved or 
not proved. 

12. The panel shall identify which charge(s) or part thereof in its opinion is held 
proved. This is determined, if need be, by a simple majority. 

13. If the panel considers that none of the charges is proved then the case shall be 
dismissed, and shall not form part of any future proceedings before the NCC 
against that individual. 

14. If a panel finds any of the charges or parts thereof proved then the hearing resumes 
to inform the respondent and to provide an opportunity for a statement to be made 
to the panel with regard to  any mitigating circumstances which the respondent 
wishes to bring to the panel’s attention. Before addressing the panel the respondent 
should be informed by the chair that one of the disciplinary measures to be 
considered may be that of expulsion from the Party. At the conclusion of the address 
in mitigation, members of the panel may ask questions of the respondent on that 
issue. 

15. The panel then adjourn to consider any plea in mitigation and any disciplinary 
measure it may decide to impose. Such decision shall be final. 

16. No member of the panel may vote on the charge against the respondent on any 
disciplinary action to be  taken unless s/he has been present for the whole of the 
hearing. 

17. Where a panel has found a charge under the conditions of membership proved, 
expulsion is required by the terms of those rules. 

18. Where a panel has found a charge of being a member of a proscribed organization 
under Chapter 2 I.3.C of the conditions of membership proved, expulsion is required 
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by the terms of the rule unless the panel is satisfied that an unqualified undertaking 
in the form required by the NEC has been given, in which case a disciplinary measure 
short of expulsion may be imposed. 

19. The decision will be confirmed in writing following the closing of the hearing. 

6. Other matters 

A. Disposal of case other than by hearing: 

i. A panel may decide to dismiss a case at any stage up to A.iii.D.i.d above on the grounds that 
no case to answer has been established. Where a case is contested by the respondent a 
hearing as above will usually proceed unless agreement is reached on an alternative 
method of determining the case (e.g. on the basis of written submissions only). 

B. Decisions of other authorities 

i. The NCC has taken the view that it is important that the Party adopt a consistent approach 
towards the findings of the courts statutory inquiries, the District Auditor, Relevant 
standards committees and other such judicial or quasi-judicial authorities. 

ii. Presenters on behalf of the NEC and DPs cannot be expected to provide first hand evidence 
for the findings of such bodies. The NCC shall treat such findings as grounds for disciplinary 
action unless evidence is provided of a successful challenge through the appropriate 
channels. The findings of such authorities shall normally be conclusive proof of the 
commission of such a crime, act or default. 

C. Party membership of individuals charged 

i. An individual charged must have been a member of the Party at the time of the alleged 
breach of rule (and of the Congressional District concerned where the case is brought by a 
DP). A DP is entitled to pursue a case against a former member who has subsequently 
transferred membership to another DP. 

ii. Where an individual ceases to be a Party member, although the NCC is entitled to deal with 
any charges brought, it however has determined that it shall not hear cases in respect of 
individuals who cease to be Party members but shall treat the case as ‘suspended’. In such 
cases the Senior Executive Officer of the Party shall be informed that an NCC case was 
outstanding at the time that membership lapsed or otherwise ceased. It will therefore be for 
the NEC to consider any outstanding matter in relation to a suspended NCC case should the 
individual concerned re-apply for Party membership. The evidence from a suspended case 
may, however, be used in future for any purpose. 

D. Procedural matters at NEC or DP level 

i. The rules under which the NCC operates make it clear that the NCC and its panels are 
concerned only with the charge(s). The procedures adopted on behalf of the Party or a DP in 
advance of a referral to the NCC are not matters for the NCC dealing with a particular case. 
The NCC is entitled to (and will) act on the basis that the charges are properly brought before 
them and cannot become embroiled in dealing with complaints about the administration of 
any investigation leading to the charges. Any such complaint will therefore not be entertained 
by the NCC or panel thereof unless it is material or relevant to the consideration of the 
evidence to be used by the presenter in support of the charges. 

ii. Complaints about the conduct of an investigation at DP level should be addressed to the 
Party’s Senior Executive Officer. 

 
 



 

Appendix 4 - Procedural guidelines for the 

general organization of Congressional District 

SDLP  

Clause I - General 

1. Congressional District SDLP (DPs) may adopt methods of organization most suited to their local 
circumstances, subject to the approval of the NEC. 

2. DPs are also encouraged to agree methods of organization which allow cooperation with other 
DPs, affiliated organizations and the wider community. 

3. In any model of organization, there shall be such officers to ensure compliance with current legal 
obligations, and an Executive Committee elected to ensure the day to day running of the DP. 

 

Clause II - Non Delegate Organization 

1.  The General Meeting of this DP shall consist of all eligible members. 
 

Clause III - Other Methods of Organization  

1.   The general procedures for other methods of organization will be shown here as they are 
approved by the NEC. 


