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January 10, 2018 
 
To: Budget Sub-Committee, City of Toronto 
From:  Laurel Rothman, Interim Coordinator – Public Policy and Government Relations 
RE: 2018 City Budget 
 

I have come to the committee to raise concerns and to: 

 seek clarification regarding budget items for child care services in the proposed 2018 CityBudget 
that seem both unexpected and unaligned with previous City Council-approved initiatives and  

  urge the City of Toronto to keep its commitment to invest their promised 20% contribution this  
year so that we can expand subsidies, reduce parent fees, and increase spaces and services. 

While the Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care is a provincial -wide organization, we recognize and 
support the very important leadership that the City of Toronto brings to the child care sector.  The 
decisions that Toronto makes regarding child care matter tremendously to families across the city and 
to trends across the province.  Quite simply, Toronto really matters.  
 
The 2017 (Ontario) Renewed Early Years and Child Care Policy Framework and complimentary Five-
Year Action Plan commits Ontario to building a child care system with enough services for all families 
who want them, a goal that OCBCC has advocated for since 1981.  District service managers, including 
and especially the City of Toronto, are key partners in achieving this important goal.  As a funding 
partner, the City contributes toward the cost of many of the child care programs, provides a range of 
essential administrative services, operates more than 50 child care centres and oversees regulated 
home child care services.  In 2017 funding from the federal government also enhanced the expansion 
of child care services and helped to ease affordability.  Within this context, City Council’s approval of 
the 10-year growth strategy for child care and its commitment to maintaining its 20% contribution to 
increase accessibility and improve affordability is timely and appropriate. 
 
While recent expenditures are definitely helping to meet the needs of families, the City still serves less 
than 20% of the child population and has over 12,000 eligible children waiting for fee subsidy to help 
pay the costs of child care.  The 2018 City child care budget of $551 million gross/$80.584 million net 
needs to reflect further expansion and improved affordability but, as yet, does not do that.  
 
I am particularly concerned about the new services that are funded but not in the Preliminary Budget 
although 100% federal and provincial funding is available ($48 million gross/$0 net) as I understand it.  
These include: 
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 825 new fee subsidies (2,895 in 2017 plus 825 total 29,800 in 2018) ($12M )  
 Affordability operating grants to reduce all child care fees ($1M)  

 Operating funding for downloaded Early ON Centres ( $26.5M)  
 Home Child Care affordability funding ($3M) 
 Increased staff for growth ($2.67M) 

 Special Needs Resources  ($.31M) 
 Expansion of city centre spaces by 48 at Firgrove and Ancaster ($.534 M, net City$.106M)  

As a broad coalition across Ontario, the OCBCC has been advocating for funding to support expansion 
and improvements to accessible child care services since 1981.  It is in the interest of families in 
Toronto and beyond that the allocated provincial and municipal funds are spent effectively and in a 
timely manner. 

We urge the City of Toronto to keep its commitment to invest their promised 20% contribution this 
year so that we can expand subsidies, reduce parent fees, and increase spaces and services. 
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