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SPACE Coalition: 2022 Ontario Pre-Budget Submission 

 

The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister of Finance: 

 

The SPACE Coalition strongly believes that the government’s plan to build Ontario must include 

new investment to ensure schools remain at the heart of their communities in the evenings, on 

weekends, and during school holidays. When local residents of all ages use their 

neighbourhood schools, it not only maximizes the capital investments in these community 

assets, it also promotes: 

• Improved student performance, 

• Life-long learning, 

• Good value for taxpayers, 

• Physical activity and healthy lifestyles, 

• Safer neighbourhoods and crime-prevention, 

• Newcomer settlement and integration, 

• Social inclusion. 

 

Community Use of Schools (CUS) funding recognizes that schools offer an effective use of 

taxpayers’ investments in providing a place for residents to come together, volunteer, become 

physically active, and build strong and healthy communities. These elements are even more 

important as our economy and our social networks recover from COVID-19. SPACE therefore 

requests that you enhance CUS funding from the 2019-20 levels to account for rising labour and 

utilities costs, as well as labour costs related to enhanced cleaning protocols that will continue 

into the “new normal”. 

 

We all know that the impact of the pandemic has been inequitable. Ontario’s frontline and 

essential workers, low-income residents, and racialized communities have carried an unfair 

burden that the Government of Ontario must address. Prioritizing access to free and low-cost 

school permits in high-needs neighbourhoods will help to strengthen communities that are owed 

the extra support. Free community access to schools will help to restore social connections, 

community involvement, civic engagement, and the mental and physical wellbeing of residents. 

 

School closures have not only resulted in online learning for youth, but also the loss of vital 

extracurricular and sports activities. This has meant serious and sustained negative 

consequences for youth mental health and wellbeing. To combat this, we are asking that you 

expand the Focus on Youth program to benefit more young people in Ontario. 

 

SPACE’s vision for the new normal, which is fully outlined in our recent Briefing Note and 

Recommendations, includes community groups and volunteers running arts, sports, recreation, 

leadership, and civic engagement. The government’s role includes ensuring community groups 

have affordable, accessible, and equitable use of schools for these purposes. 

 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/socialplanningtoronto/pages/2617/attachments/original/1644526236/MAXIMIZING_COMMUNITY_USE_OF_SCHOOL_SPACE_-_updated_Feb_2022.pdf?1644526236
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/socialplanningtoronto/pages/2617/attachments/original/1644526236/MAXIMIZING_COMMUNITY_USE_OF_SCHOOL_SPACE_-_updated_Feb_2022.pdf?1644526236
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We recommend that the Government of Ontario: 

 

1. Increase community use of schools (CUS) funding provided by the Ministry of Education 

to local school boards to account for increased labour and utilities costs, i.e., 10% above 

the 2019-20 approved budget of $29 million. Distribute it to school boards based on 

2020/21 projected enrollment, not actual enrollment. 

2. Ensure free and low-cost permits are available in high-needs neighbourhoods via new 

sweatered funding (similar to the previous Priority School Initiative). 

3. Immediately expand funding, through Focus on Youth or a similar mechanism, to the 

Ministry of Education to support community programming at school facilities this 

summer. 

 

Background 

The SPACE Coalition (Saving Public Access to Community space Everywhere) is an umbrella 

group of organizations including a range of province-wide groups, local organizations, social 

services, child welfare, sports organizations, and planning bodies such as Social Planning 

Toronto. 

 

We believe that your government must encourage residents to return to using their schools as 

places where neighbours meet for community events and activities. Before the pandemic, 

Scouts and Guides met in schools. Community theatre and arts groups rehearsed and 

performed there. After-school, summer and weekend programs built kids’ social skills and 

friendships while providing supervision outside school hours. Adults enjoyed sports, recreation, 

and cultural activities. Non-profit groups offered many of these, contributing to resilient 

individuals and neighbourhoods in a safe place within “15 minute” walks in the neighbourhoods.   

https://www.spacecoalition.ca/

