
 

 

2017 City Budget: Update 
On January 24, the Budget Committee made its recommendations on the 2017 City budget. 

Next, the Mayor's Executive Committee will meet on February 7 to make its recommendations. 

The final set of votes will take place at Toronto City Council’s meeting on February 15 and 16. 

While the Budget Committee has taken many service cuts off the table, the 2017 City budget, 

at present, includes service cuts and cuts to hundreds of staffing positions, makes big 

increases to user fees, and fails to make real progress on City Council’s commitment to reduce 

poverty in Toronto.   

Housing and Homelessness 

 The proposed budget includes over $1 million in front-line staff position cuts in shelters 

and staffing working in the city’s social housing system. The budget also eliminates the 

Emergency Cooling Program for vulnerable residents at risk from extreme heat. 

 

 Despite opening new shelters, the City anticipates that the men’s shelter system will 

remain crowded, above the City’s 90% occupancy target. The City is projecting a 90% 

occupancy for women’s shelters in 2017. However, during these cold winter months, 

occupancy for women continues to hover around 95%. Many are calling for the opening 

of temporary shelters in large facilities such as the armouries until the crisis has been 

addressed. 

 

 While the hole in the Toronto Community Housing operating budget has been filled, the 

capital budget is still deeply underfunded. TCHC expects to board up 427 units in 2017 

and one unit per day in 2018 if more funding is not provided to make repairs. 

 

 The budget includes little new funding for the creation of affordable housing. The City 

projects that the social housing waiting list will remain at 97,500 households in 2017, 

and that only 289 new units of affordable rental housing will be created. In addition, it 

expects a decrease in the number of social housing units in Toronto – a decline of 1,921 

units. 

Child Care 

 While the budget increases the number of child care subsidies by 300, it also includes a 

massive increase in child care fees - $351 annual increase – for families that use child 

care centres in schools. A total of 17,700 children are on the waiting list for subsidized 

child care in Toronto. 

 

Long-Term Care Homes 

 The budget includes over $1.3 million in cuts to long-term care homes, resulting in a 

reduction of 17,000 hours of care to some of our most vulnerable residents across the 

city’s 10 homes. 
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Recreation 

 Recreation user fees are set to increase by 2.3%. For introductory and subscriber 

programs, it’s much higher at 12.3%. There are also increases for child care before and 

after camp.  

 

 189,467 people are on the waiting list for recreation programs including 65,638 

Scarborough, 51,487 Etobicoke/York, 44,047 North York and 28,295 Toronto/East York 

residents. 

 

 The recreation budget includes the elimination of 111.3 full-time equivalent recreation 

positions which are predominantly part-time positions held by youth. 

 

Public Transit 

 TTC fares are up 3.4% - that’s an extra $57 per year for a metropass. If you think you’ll 

be getting better service for that extra cash, think again. One-quarter of bus and 

streetcar routes are overcrowded. The TTC has cut service on several routes while 

overcrowding remains. The budget fails to fund the track safety plan or improve track 

and signal reliability. 

 

Library Programs 

 This year’s budget follows a continued pattern of staffing cuts in libraries. Since 

amalgamation, libraries have lost 17% of their staff with half of this female-dominated 

workforce in precarious employment. Despite plans to expand programs in 2017, funds 

are not included to increase the popular youth hub program in high needs areas and 

only half of the funds intended to expand internet wi-fi hotspot lending in low income 

areas are included in the budget. 

 

In 2015, Toronto City Council unanimously adopted the TOProsperity: Poverty Reduction 

Strategy. Over one in four children and one in five adults live in poverty in Toronto. The 2017 

City budget, as it stands, fails to make real progress to improve the lives of residents struggling 

to make ends meet in our city. 

There is still time to make a difference! 

1) Contact your City Councillor 

2) Come to City Hall on February 7 for the Mayor’s Executive Committee meeting on the 

2017 City budget 

3) Join us on February 15 and 16 at City Hall for Toronto City Council’s budget meeting 

and final vote 

4) Contact Susan Kwong at (416) 562-8110 or skwong@socialplanningtoronto.org with the 

Commitment to Community campaign to find out more about the City budget and how 

you can get involved 

5) Join the Toronto Can Do Better campaign at torontocandobetter.ca 
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