
Solar Citizens. 
The story so far...



The solar revolution is underway! 
Over 1.3 million homes now have 
solar PV on their roofs. 
Here in QLD that figure is over 
380,000 homes.



But not everyone wants to see 
the solar revolution happen. 



Big power companies are deeply 
threatened by solar and are 
trying to find ways to stop it. 



“Solar has, in my view, had a terrible impact 
on consumers and has been overstimulated 
by feed-in tariffs…. It’s just wrong.” (Herald 
Sun, 01/06/13)

“The RET legislation is unrealistic and 
needlessly pushing up energy prices and 
adding to sovereign risk in Australia.” (ABC, 
last week)
- Grant King, Managing Director, Origin



They are influencing some 
of our politicians….

“The solar feed-in tariff sees a 
relatively small group of households 
get a very lucrative deal, far too 
lucrative in many cases, and the 
rest of the households are paying 
for that… 

(Courier Mail, 03/06/2013)



AND THAT'S WHY 
SOLAR CITIZENS WAS FORMED



Because while the big power 
companies are strong. There are now 
4+ million people who have a direct 
investment in our solar future, and 
millions more who want it. 

If we get together, we can share the 
truth about what’s happening and 
make sure our politicians listen to the 
people - not the big power companies.



On May 14 2013 Solar Citizens 
launched nationally on Sunrise 
breakfast. 



Since then we have grown to 50,000 
solar owners, supporters and workers 
Australia wide. This has been through 
online and community activities.





























1. Protect and expand the 
Renewable Energy Target  

2. Defend against measures 
that slow the rollout of 
rooftop solar - suntax.

We are also exploring other 
ideas like solar buyers club.

Campaign priorities… 



Questions
?



1. Protect and expand the Renewable Energy 
Target  
o Collect 50,000 postcard petitions to be delivered to 

Parliament in week of action
o Month of MP meetings July-August
o Week of action in 26 August

2. Defend against measures that slow the rollout of 
rooftop solar - suntax.

o Build strength and numbers in network of people 
involved 

o Pressure on government decision makers

What is the plan? 
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What can you do? 

1. Spread the word and build numbers 
•. Share the postcards on your seat with two solar 

owners/neighbours/ friends.
•. Share what you’ve learnt tonight about what’s really 

happening with solar.

2. Join the Meet Your MP month in July
•. We’ll be in touch to help you do it. 



LETTER WRITING VIDEO



Letter Template
[Date]

Dear [insert correct salutation],

● Who you are

● Why you support solar

● What you would like them to 
do

Yours sincerely,

[Name]
[Address]

PM Tony Abbott

Premier Campbell Newman

Senator Glenn Lazarus



New Volunteers
● The Solar Citizens Qld state team meets 

regularly, and works to drive forward solar 
campaigns in Queensland.

● Come to the meeting to welcome new 
volunteers on
Sunday 22nd June

● We hope you can
join us!





Thank you!

Time for a group photo!



Keep 
Solar 

Strong!
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