
January 2022

Dear Hon Mick de Brenni, Minister for Energy, Renewables and Hydrogen and
Minister for Public Works and Procurement,

Queensland has all of the ingredients to become a renewable energy superpower.
We have world-class solar and wind resources, a skilled workforce and critical
mineral deposits needed to develop clean technology, like electric vehicles. 

The transformation of Queensland’s economy to one powered by renewable
electricity will have broad benefits for all Queenslanders: cheap energy for
households and businesses, cleaner air, and the possibility of tens of thousands of
jobs in new manufacturing industries. Deep carbon emission cuts in Queensland’s
electricity system are also pivotal to reach the State’s existing emission reduction
targets. 

Key economies around the world are moving towards net zero emissions and
demand is growing for low-carbon products and the minerals needed to produce
clean technology. There are few places better suited to capitalise on this growing
demand than Queensland. 

The growing global demand for low carbon products, such as ‘green’ steel and
aluminium, and renewable hydrogen, is an opportunity to revive Australian
manufacturing and create good, long-term jobs across the regions.

Rolling out abundant renewable energy to capitalise on these trends is an exciting
opportunity for Queensland – but as it stands the Queensland Government’s clean
energy ambition and funding is still being outcompeted by other Australian States
that are racing to attract the investor attention for new renewable industries.

The Sunshine State can’t afford to miss out on the opportunity to create good,
future-proof regional employment while slashing bills for all Queenslanders.

We urge the Queensland Government to ensure at least 2,000 MW of new
renewable energy generation is added to each of Queensland’s three Renewable
Energy Zone regions by 2025 on top of the projects already under construction.
At least 1,000 MW of new renewable storage should also be supported during
this time. 

This is the first step towards future-proofing existing industries, such as Rio Tinto's
Boyne Smelter and alumina facilities, by supporting their decarbonisation while
solidifying new investment in new renewable hydrogen and manufacturing projects. 

According to the Australian Energy Market Operator, the Sunshine State has a
staggering 90,000 MW of renewable potential. It's time to set a bold vision to show
the world how to thrive as a renewable superpower.

Yours sincerely,




