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SOPHIE HAHN
Berkeley City Council, District 5
2180 Milvia Street, 5th Floor
Berkeley, CA 94704
Phone: (510) 981-7150
Email: shahn@cityofberkeley.info
CONSENT CALENDAR
January 23, 2018

To:
From:
Subject:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
Councilmember Sophie Hahn
Budget Referral: Hopkins Street Corridor Traffic and Placemaking Study

RECOMMENDATION
Refer to the Budget Process the funds necessary to undertake a traffic and placemaking study
of the Hopkins/Monterey/Sacramento corridor; specifically, Sacramento Street from the
southern approach of Rose Street to Hopkins, Hopkins from Gilman Avenue to Sutter/Henry,
and the Monterey Avenue approach to Hopkins from the North. The study should include all
intersections and use a “complete streets” approach to identify improvements to be integrated
into the paving and bicycle infrastructure work already scheduled for this area, and to identify
additional projects to be undertaken over time, with an emphasis on pedestrian safety, bike and
vehicle safety and flow, community-building and placemaking, parking, support for local
businesses, green infrastructure and aesthetics. Include cost estimates, potential sources of
funding and a proposed timeline for implementation of recommended improvements.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
$200,000 to supplement existing funds for planning in the corridor, and staff time to complete
the studies.
BACKGROUND
In 2017, the City of Berkeley experienced two fatalities as a result of car accidents involving
pedestrians or cyclists. Both occurred in the heavily trafficked Hopkins /Sacramento/Monterey
corridor (the “Hopkins Street Corridor”), one at the intersection of Hopkins and Monterey
involving a pedestrian1, and the other on Sacramento Avenue near Hopkins, involving a cyclist2.
These tragedies are just two of the most recent and deadly incidents in this busy area, and
highlight the need for a comprehensive traffic study of the Hopkins Street Corridor. Specifically,
the area of study should include Sacramento Street from the southern approach of Rose Street
to Hopkins Street, Hopkins from Gilman Street to Sutter Street, and the Monterey Avenue
approach to Hopkins from the North, plus all major and minor intersections.

In addition to the recent deaths in this area, there are numerous impactful conditions in the
Hopkins/Monterey corridor that support the need for comprehensive study of traffic conditions
1

http://www.berkeleyside.com/2017/05/01/longtime-activist-69-dies-north-berkeley-crash-police-saydriver-failed-yield/
2 http://www.berkeleyside.com/2017/02/08/cyclist-dies-north-berkeley-crash/
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and placemaking including, but not limited to:
●

●

●
●

●

●
●
●
●
●
●

The busy neighborhood commercial area centered around the intersection of Hopkins
Street and Monterey Ave, which attracts significant car, bicycle and pedestrian traffic on
a daily basis, constant ingress and egress from parking lots and spaces, and associated
delivery and other trucks;
Numerous educational and recreational facilities in the area that involve drop-off and
pick-up of youth, and/or youth pedestrians and bike riders, including at least four
preschools (Mustard Seed at 1640 Hopkins St, Hopkins Pre-school at 1810 Hopkins,
Sprouts at 1910 Hopkins, and Gay Austin School at 1611 Hopkins), King Middle School,
King’s playing fields and the adjacent park, pool, and tennis courts, St. Mary’s High
School and the North Branch Library;
Two active churches;
A high concentration of families and Senior Citizens living in the area, regularly crossing
streets to access shops, recreational and ecumenical facilities and the North Branch
public library;
Hopkins and Monterey serving as major East/West access corridors with significant
vehicular traffic to and from freeways and cross-town destinations (via Sacramento, San
Pablo, The Alameda/MLK and Sutter/Henry/Shattuck);
Hopkins and Sacramento serving as designated Emergency Access and Evacuation
Routes3;
California Street as a bicycle boulevard, and both Hopkins and Monterey scheduled for
new bike infrastructure as part of the 2017 Berkeley Bicycle Plan;
Several AC Transit bus lines travelling through the corridor;
One of only two gas stations in North Berkeley located at Hopkins and MLK/Alameda,
with vehicles regularly stacked in the street and intersection awaiting ingress;
The area, in particular the commercial district at Hopkins and Monterey, serving as an
important community gathering space; and
Treasured local businesses along Hopkins that draw a neighborhood and regional
clientele and benefit from pedestrian activity and lively café-seating and street-life.

In light of all of these conditions, a comprehensive planning process is warranted - if not
overdue - to improve the safety and enjoyment of the corridor for all citizens and all uses.
The study should include robust community outreach and input, and address the following
considerations, as well as others deemed advisable by staff or the public:
Complete Streets/Traffic:
● Pedestrian safety at all intersections along the corridor, in particular at Monterey and
Hopkins, the site of a fatality in April of 2017;
● Bicycle lanes, parking and infrastructure, including elements anticipated as part of the
2017 Berkeley Bicycle Plan;
3

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedImages/Fire/Level_3__General/Wildfire%20Evacuation%20Map%202011.JPG?n=8697
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Traffic flow into and out of the corridor, with special attention to the Gilman/Hopkins,
Sacramento/Hopkins, Hopkins/Monterey and Hopkins/MLK/Alameda intersections;
Ingress and egress from the Monterey Market and the Hopkins/MLK/Alameda gas
station;
Parking, pick-up and drop-off for schools, the public library, churches and recreational
facilities, including consideration of traffic management at peak times;
AC Transit and school busses, both public and private;
Green Infrastructure
Addition of signalized intersections and/or adjustment of timing, turning and other
features of signalized intersections; and
Parking for employees and customers and loading for commercial vehicles.

Community Building/Placemaking
● Study to include the entire neighborhood commercial area of Hopkins Street from
McGee Avenue to Hopkins Court;
● Exploration of means to create additional spaces for community gathering and to
increase greenery and other placemaking amenities that harmonize with existing
features in the corridor, with full access for all ages and abilities;
● Ensure design and style of improvements add to the charm and character of this highly
valued and historic neighborhood commercial district; and
● Any other considerations that may further enhance placemaking and the safe and
vibrant use of public spaces, including improvements to hardscape and greenery and
enhancement of community-building and placemaking.
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
This recommendation supports Berkeley’s environmental sustainability and resilience goals by
encouraging biking and walking, enhancing a neighborhood shopping district with locally owned
businesses that source responsibly and locally, incorporating green infrastructure, and
strengthening community.
CONTACT PERSON
Councilmember Sophie Hahn,

Council District 5,

(510) 981-7150

